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N.Y. DIVES CLIP SERVICEMEN 





A 
La 


Guest Statesmen on High Crossley 


Programs to Project War Messages 





+ 


As part of the OWI idea of getting 
important official messages across is 
a plan to spot a Donald Nelson or 
Cordell Hull on some big radio com- 
mercial, as a ‘guester,’ on the theory 
the past established listening au- 
dience will insure a ready-made, 
widespread, listening public for the} 
‘serious’ note. Heretofore, it’s been | 
proved that the important Washing- 
ton people don’t figure so impor- 
tantly with the average listener, 
whereas, if slipped into a Kate Smith 
or a Bing Crosby show, it would 
really mean something. 

In addition, OWI's Bill Lewis, on 
the extension of the ‘allocation’ plan, | 
figures that certain artists can best 
project important sales messages, 
such as labor, salvage, conservation, 
but only if done in their own idiom. | 
Bing Crosby jivin’ about a serious | 
wartime subject will get more real | 
folksy attention than if it were given 
in stilted academic language by an 
inexperienced mike user, such 

(Continued on page 42) 


Cleric Who Married 
The A. J. Balabans 25 
Yrs. Ago Takes Encore 





as a 


‘Variety's’ rgle as Cupid's assistant 


nearly 25 years ago got a double- 
take Saturday (19) at the wedding 
in N. Y. of the A. J. Balabans’ 
daughter, Ida Josephine, to Jean 
Aberbach. The same rabbi, Rev. 
Edward Lissman, now 70, whom 


‘Variety’ recommended to marry the 
elder Balabans, performed the chore 
Saturday. 

Balaban himself 
ing to 


recalled his com- 
N. Y. 25 years ago with his 

both strangers the me- 
tropolis, and not knowing where they 
could get married. First they found 
they couldn't vet a_ license on a 
Saturday and they spent that even- 
ing weeping over their dinner in the 
old Lorber’s Restaurant. On Monday 
they got the license, but didn’t know 


mn 





All Right, Who? 


Inasmuch as they're asking so 
many questions these days, an- 
swer me this, friend: 

Who would you say has made 
the most lasting impression on 
American ears—Berlin, Gersh- 
Win or Sousa? 








3-A Papas More 
elf-Conscious 
Today on Podium 


There are a number of fairly suc- 
cessful bandleaders 
(who haven't yet piled up any 
able nest egg) who diligently 


searching for some method whereby 


and vocalists 


$1Ze- 


are 








————_— 
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BARS. O INCERIES’ Equity Asks H’wood to Offset Talent 
Shortage By Encouraging Stock Cos. 


TAKE “EM HABITS 


United Nations’ Soldiers and 
Sailors Chief Victims of | 
Broadway and Side Street | 
Joints and Phoney ‘Host-| 
ess’ Routine—Mayor La- 
Guardia’s Warning 





‘FREE’ DANCING RACKET 


joints, most of them the 


Clip 


| dime-a-dance joints on and around 


Broadway, are trying to 
quick off the British, Fighting 
French, Dutch, New Zealand, Aussie 
and other United Nations servicemen 
eon leave in N. Y. The matter hz 
already been brought to the atten- 


get rich 


S 


ition of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia’s 
| 


they can let it be known to the pub- | 


lic that they are married an 





d fathers 


and justified in remaining out of unl- 
form. One of them, the parent of 
two youngsters, a erted one evening 
last week that hes becoming in- 
creasingly conscious of his youthful 


appearance, which isn’t being helped 


by occasional stares by passing danc- 


+ 


reproof more 


ers. He finds this qule 
disturbing than any raucous one- 
nighter heckling He’s anxious to 


find a way to advertise his responsi- 
bilities. 
Another, a 
by the situatl 
idea to be used on his 
taining program, one that hi 


definitely decided upon 


singer, is also bothered 
He is mulling 


sate 
networ! 


an 


or 


, , 
K SUS- 
isn’t been 


} , 4 
aqgeciagea pecause its 


taste i open to q estion He s think- 
ing of ‘ded iting one number each 


nroeoral 
p74 > 


Red Cross Is Seeking 


about a rabbi. So Balaban called 
*\r. 4 4 , ! 
Variety and somebody on the rag | 


with a connection or a memory rec- 
ommended the Rey. Lissman. 

The showman, now operating the 
Roxy, N. Y., in the intervening years 
had forgotten the rabbi’s name, so 
his wife got 

(Continued on page 52) 


SANDERS TAKING HIS 





the William Morris | 


| gotiating 


London Theatre For 
Yank Troop Shows 


London, Sept. 22. 
Red Cross is 
of a West 


ne- 
End 


American 


The 


for lease 


| 
| 


| 


office. 

The are said to 
principal violators, with the 
street bars and cellar cafes running 
second the fo 


the 


side- 


danceries be 


them a close In mer 
it’s a dry take, while in the latter 
the foreign soldiers and sailors are 
first tanked up, sometimes mickeyed, 
and then rolled or pay 

(Continued 


ITLER PUT THE 
BOUNCE INTO 
NITERY BIZ 


—_——_. 


forced to 


page 54) 


on 


‘Schickelgruber is the _ saloon- 
keeper’s delight nowadays,’ observe 
one of the foremost cafe operato! 
in New York. ‘Not only in this spot 
are we doing record busine but the 
customers nowadays come in six de- 


licious fiavors to suit every type of 


nitery, cafe, club, bar, pub, saloon 


restaurant or whatnot, in and out 
of the big citie 
‘I suppose it’s true of almost all 
(Continued on page 48) 





‘US. May Call In Film 


‘theatre to be devoted solely for the 


PLAINT TO PIX CRICKS 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

George Sanders is trying a new 
tack to force 20th-Fox to give him 
more preferential roles. He’s head- 
ing east with his agent to lay his 
Cause before the film critics of east- 
ern dailies who gave him good 
notices on ‘Moon and Sixpence.’ 

Studio recently suspended him for 


walking out on picture assignment. | government will 


‘hours to get all the star 


troops 


York 


American 
the New 

Shows 
regular 


talent avail- 


of 
and patterned after 
Stage Door Canteen. 
given outside of 


entertainment 


able. Talent also is to be imported 
from U. S. especially for the Red 
Cross shows. 

Tom Bostock, head of the Asso- 


ciated Theatre Properties, has been 
asked to negotiate, and is dickering 
for the Savoy theatre. Understood 
that if the house is unavailable, the 
commandeer one, 


will be | 
theatre | 


i 


Exec As Coordinator 


Of All Pix Production 


Washington, Sept. 22. 
Recurring reports are to the effect 
that a prominent film industry exec 
may be called in by the U. S. Gov- 
ernment to coordinate picture pro- 


duction with a view to insuring 
maximum wartime use of the 
screen. In the event of such a move, 


there is a strong possibility that the 
picture industry representative 
(Continued page 15) 


on 





Equity to Absorb ‘: 
Variety Actors 





Shortage Being Felt 





Getting so that the relatively 
lesser number of male civilians 
around New York town are get- 
ting more than their share of 
femme ogling. 

It's just a case of supply ’n’ 
demand, but when the unies are 
on the streets, that’s all brother! 

_ A AN NRE IE 


Greaza May Ask 








Walter N. Greaza, after 18 weeks 
as administrative chairman of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
is today (Wednesday) tendering a 
full report to the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America, with possibly 
recommendations for Equity to ab- 

rb the variety performers’ union 
Greaza would naturally neither con- 
firm nor deny that he was going to 
uggest such a drastic change, but 
did admit that his confidential re- 


ich 
picture of AGVA, 
call for a ‘drastic 
of the present AGVA setup. 
to the relationship of 
AGVA’s finances and its present or- 


port, wh 


financial d 


wot 


definitely revamp’ 


According 


| ganization, Greaza sees no hope of 
| : 
|AGVA being able to continue as is 


'This alone suggests that more than 
a mere reorganization of AGVA is in 
the wind, or at least being suggested. 

Greaza, assistant 


of Equity, was drafted by 


VM ho 18 executive 


secretary 


the parent Four A’s to administe 
Continued on page 41) 
! ag ! 


Earl Carroll Forced 
Out of Chicago; ‘Muscle’ 
Methods Nix His Cafe 


Chicago, Sept. 22 
Earl Carroll has been ‘forced’ out 


of town by ‘muscle’ methods. After 
coming into Chicago, getting him- 
self what looked like the biggest 
| cafe setup of the entire city, and 
selling his concessions for around 


$40,000 in cash, the entire Earl Car- 
roll deal for the Terrace Gardens in 
the Morrison Hotel seems to be 
definitely off. 

He sold Leonard Hicks, the hotel's 
director, and the 
tive board on possibilities of a big 
cafe show 
Carroll proceeded to line up a couple 
of name bands and 11 standard acts 
to start off his first revue. Every- 
| (Continued on page 48) 


managing 





The problem of how to develop 
new talent has been taken up by 
Equity, which will put the matter 
directly up to Hollywood. Around 
25% of younger legit actors are in 
uniform and a larger percentage of 
junior members will doubtless be 
called into the services as they reach 


the prescribed age. 

Equity, in a special story in its 
| Magazine, takes the stance that 
‘managers still seem content to sit 


back and wait for the right young 


| man to turn up and trust that they 
| will be technically qualified for roles 
|} with which they may be entrusted 


we do 
coming 


not believe that youths 
up from colleges and ama- 
teur theatres will be good enough 


in other times young men would 
have been seasoned by apprentice- 
hip ir tock, but such companies 
have vanished (comparatively ).’ 


Equity 


argues that it is an emer- 

| gency situation which calls for ac- 

tion by the managers, who could 
Co ied on page 42) 


e 
would give a complete | 
i] 


execu- | 


and received a contract. | 


Short-Changing Gimmick 
In Det. Niteries Is OK With 
Uncle Sam—It Sells Bonds 


De it S ) ce 
S t r by the barkeey if 
ne taverr l re le 
! LU y 
L, fc yu 
ile part an a ) | 
( Dp n the patrol I 
mount » into quite a tid im 
of War B ; 
I ice. the customer lays a 
f é bar and ret 
€ id ou He I 
ind the Db Keep pl 
" 
< s ) + Vv< ‘ i 
t ‘ . 
In 1 
I : k 
€ et v f 
¢ let T } 
e 
qu T of 
‘ ( ‘ jeE¢€ ’ 
I A the tI g ) t 
f I Jal I vho ns 
Lou's Ri ition, a combination of 
tave: g alleys, etc Right 
(C inued on page 52) 


‘OKAY FOR SOUND IF 


IT’S PRE-PEARL HARBOR 


Hollywood, Sept. 22 
be caught with its scripts 
20th-Fox is dating most of its 
musicals before Pearl 


Not + 
down 
material for 
Harbor. 


Figured things are changing too 
fast and studio is not taking any 
hance on topical sequences. 
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Jolson and Morehouse Find English 
Morale and Show Biz at Height 





Al Jolson and Ward Morehouse, 
1¢ N. Y. Sun’s theatrical and rov- | 
correspondent, just back from 
ngland and Ireland, coincide in 
findings on show business 
itish morale, ete. The sum and 
substance is that ‘those people just 


-an’t lose. With rubble still on the 
corners of main streets, remains of 
buildings blasted by Nazi air 


blitzes, everything is as smooth as 
ever, although the seriousness of the 
war is by no means ever blighted 
from their consciousness.” Jolson 
got back Saturday (19) by Clipper; 
Morehouse via destroyer two days 
earlier. 

‘Show 
than thr 


business is even better 
ee years ago,’ ays 
Morehouse. He, like Jolson, couldn't 
get excited about ‘Flarepath, but ; 
term Emlyn Williams’ ‘Morning Star | 
the best thing there. Quentin 
Reynolds recently expressed that the 
former was the ‘Journey’s End of 
World War II.’ Morehouse calls the 
30-odd legit theatres currently 
operating ‘the best London season in 
three years.’ 

Jolson’s emphasis is on the ran- 
ner in which the English take the 
war in stride, all the while enjoying 
themselves and ‘trying to drink up 
all the Scotch in the British Isles 


every night.’ Thus it keynotes the 
hectic and turnaway nite life. | 

Both saw John (NBC) Royal, 
Bill (CBS) Paley, Adele Astaire 


(Lady Cavendish), Hannen Swaffer, | 
Quentin Reynolds, among others. 
Jolson cracks that he was glad to 
kiss the Blarney Stone, but after 
awhile [2]lt that a Lindy sandwich 
(Continued on page 41) 


TO INSTALL CAGNEY AS 
PREZ OF SAG ON SUN. 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
With nominations closed and 
one named to oppose him as prexy 
-of the Screen Actors Guild, James 
Cagney takes office at the annual 


no 


meeting of Class A members nert 
Sunday (27). Other officers to be 
installed include George Murphy, 


Paul Harvey, Walter Abel, veepees; 
Lucille Gleason, recording secretary; 
Porter Hall, treasurer. 
New Board members for t 
year terms are Abel, Cagney, Emma 
L 


Dunn, Cary Grant, Murphy, loyd 


ireéeé- 


Nolan, Walter Pidgeon, Elisabeth 
Risdon, Franchot Tone Charles 


Trowbridge, Jane Wyman. 


Chief issue up for discussion at 
the meeting is crackdown on actors 
who persist in making free appear- 


ances on what SAG 
cial radio programs. 


terms ( 


MacQuarrie Sez M-G Pic 
Hurt Him $500,000 Worth 


Los Angel 

Metro was named defendant in 
$500,000 damage action filed su- 
perior court by Haven MacQuarrie, 


} road 
who charged 


NBC’s ‘Noah Webster,’ 

that the studio’s picture, ‘Married 
Bachelor, humiliated and embar- 
rassed him and caused him great 
le of income. For the latter item 
$°750.000 is asked: $100,000 eX- 
emplary, and $100,000 « the hu- 
miliation count. 

MacQuarrie alleges that sequences 
in the picture ‘invaded his hts 
of privacy and property’ at so 
ridiculed his former program, ‘Mar- 
riage Club,’ that NBC re tly 
cancelled a sustaining contract with 
him. To cite his earning ca ty 
Oo radio, complaint reveals that he | 
was paid $1,650 a week plus expenses | 
by Wonder Bakers for his com- 
mercial program, terminated last 


season, 





Pres. Andrew Jehnsen 
Given Pollyanna Switch 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Lionel Barrymore goes from heavy 


to a sympathetic character in Metro’s 
remake of the ‘Man on America’s 
Conscience,’ which requires another 
four weeks shooting. 


Figured some picture-goers may 
resent the harsh treatment of the 
characterization given President 


Andrew Johnson, and almost a com- 
plete rewrite makes Barrymore a 
more favorable Pres. Johnson. 








BUY 


UNITED 





|b? his next job as director. 
lis negotiating with Helen Hayes for 


'mob at $5.50 per day. 


‘professional extras from the roster 
' ployment. 


|pay in the airplane plants have re- 


’ 
» 4 








STATES 


Tuttle Toddles Along Sangh 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. ; SAVINGS 
Frank Tuttle, who has spent 18 | 
years directing pictures on the Para- | 
mount lot, continues there under a | 
new directorial contract. 
Currently he is collaborating with 
Waldo Salt on the screen play of 
‘Ycur’s Without Love,’ which will 
Studio 














It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


star role, 


the 


Thinning ($5.50) Mob 
Forces Studios To 
Grab ’Em Off Streets 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Almost anybody who wants to be_ 
a background screen acter can get 
a job these days as a member of the 
There is a 
shortage of atmosphere players, so 





stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 





Lady Esther 








FEFHFEFFFEFFPOOOD 


Dear Joe: 

power to ’em. 
call Georgie Jessel a young fogie. 
m.c. 
and dance act. 
(Topsy) Duncan did a single. 


great comedy act 
war. Mitchell & Durant 


Nora Williams. 
weekends. 
Mosconis’ 


Clayton. What an act! 


bows. 


from Ontario, Canada. 





Buys Screen 
Guild Program 


short that the Screen Actors Guild 
is granting waivers, permitting 
studios to recruit hundreds of non- 


of the California Department of Em- 





Army drafts, enlistments and high 
Lady Esther (cosmetics) has taken 
duced the number of extras, once a! over the sponsorship of the Screen 
problem on the hands of SAG and) Guild Theatre series. It will broad- 
now a problem because of scarcity in| cast the first of these programs in its 
the lower bracket. Guild extras now | present Monday spot (10-10:30 p.m.) 
draw $10.50 per day and must be! on CBS either Oct. 17 or 26. The 
notified by pated va —. | cost is reported to be around $8,500. 
fore they are called to work. After) fady Esther will put motion pic- 
that time the Guild issues waivers, | ture relief fund eh on 65 tations 
permitting studios to hire extras at| jver CBS beginning Oct. 19. Half 
$5.50. In a picture at Universal the | hour dramatic show will follow Lux 
gegen goer re can ae Monday nights. It cancels out | 
at $5.50 apiece, O Cé 2 — : a . a a | 
Saas atiaees and at the last moment Freddy martin. me A karan — 
filled in the vacancies with $10.50 derstood COstINg Lady Esther around 
eiitie | $8,500 weekly. Bill Lawrence pro- 
er. duces for Pedlar & Ryan and Walter 


a | 








Johnson, of MCA, will line up the 
did | 


! 
| 


\* eekly talent changes he 
|when show was sponsored by Gulf. 
| 


H’wood Goes to B’way sored by Gu 
. P | Contract was signed by Jean Her- | 
To Find Latin Actors sholt for relief fund; Alfred Busiel, | 


as 


| president of Lady Esther; Jules 
lanai Sept. 22, | Stein for MCA and Arthur McEI- 
DAL" ¢ . oe . 64 Prac ' ee ae ™ rs 
Next production by Harry Goetz fresh of bdictmnaus & Ryan. 


and Gregory Ratoff at Columbia will 
be a South American musical, based 
on a yarn by Henry Myers and Ed- 
Eliscu 


Morehouse Doing Film 
Stery on Winter Garden 


ward 











The producers are shoving off for Ward Morehouse i cripting | 
Broadway this week to sign specialty |*winter Garden” on assignment 
acts and stage names. from Lee Shubert, who, in turn, 

is working out a film deal with } 

ifetice sd LColumbia. Morehouse’s original will 

Tee Off Grid Picks become the basis of the film ver- | 
ion. 


| 
| 


| 
( 1 . time aan ioOunced | 


_O some afgO any 


! 
me, but | 
grounds 
property. | 


| i, ‘ 
i‘Winter Garden’ as a film the 
the Shuberts squawked on 


iof infringement of their 


The ‘Variety’ weekly football 
selections start this week. 
On page 55. 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Returning to Air Waves Tuesday, Oct. 8, 7-7:30 p.m., on NBC 
Coast-to-Coast Network in their own show for Gamel Cigarettes 





Now on National Release 


In “PARDON MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 





Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 


racket. 





Lefty's Notebook 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


FHFHFEFFHFFFFF FFF FFFEFHFOPEPGPGEEE GH eeeseeeeay 


Well, I see some more vaudeville shows are opening in New York. 
That Harry Richman, Bert Wheeler, Johnny Burke and 
Henny Youngman show should be a pip for comedy. 
who is still a great artist and a showman in spite of his youth. 


All this vaudeville reminds me that just 10 years ago (Nov. 
the last bill at the Palace before the grind policy. 
Allan Mann and Dorothy Dell assisted by Helen O'Shea did a « ig 
Ada Brown, the sepia warbler, was deucing it. 
Santrey and his band also had a performing parrot with the outfit. Rosetta 
William Demarest & Estelle Collette did a 
Floyd Gibbons did some fast gab about th eSino-Jap 
did knockabout 
Johnny Woods did a burle radio feature. 
week, had his Filipino orchestra, Albertina Rasch girls and Goodell & 
Yep, that was the last bill of two-a-day and three on 


; 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
. 
+ 
> 


SHH oeoooeoe 


Coolacres. C 


ai, 


More 


So should Jesse] 
I alw ays 
7, 1932) 


Bill Demarest 


Was 
was 


Henry 


comedy. Charlie 
Dave Apollon, in 


Jordan & 
his third 


41 Palace Dates 
By the way, the Mosconi Bros. held the record in the Palace in 
They played 41 weeks in nine years—with their own acts and with Bessie 


1924, 


That was the same year that the Keith Time only allowed acts two 
Bow stealers squawked plenty but surefire acts preferred audiences 
that were not milked, bilked and conned into applause. 
that trick later with the applause signs in studios.) 

Nineteen twenty-four wasn't such a good year for some rum runners. 
They were smuggling gin and alky without the labels on in cakes of ice 
It was common to ship ice from there in those 
; days, but in July when it was real hot the ice melted and spoiled the 


(Radio took over 


Reading about the Nora Bayes picture they are making at Warner Bros. 
reminds me Jack Norworth & Bayes joined voices in 1906. 

Three years later, 1909, Hammerstein had Farmer Wilke, the guy with 
beard 11 feet long, on the roof with Sober Sue, the cow, and he called 
that section of the roof ‘The Mute Review.’ 


Did you know that in 


1930 the Chicago local musicians union 
? 


that ukelele players were musicians‘ 


ruled 


I still say they were wrong. That 


same year E. F. Albee and A. L. Erlanger died. 
Remember That Florida Boom? 


Just looking at a page of 1925. 


gags for their act. 
Mellie Dunham 
at the Hippodrome. 
with no takers. 


He asked 


100 bucks for 15 minutes 
What a cinch he'd be now with all those guest shots. 


Remembef the Florida boom was going 
big then and plenty of showfolks went for it. 


All they got out of it was 


Clayton, Jackson & Durante opened at the Dover cinb, 
(Henry Ford’s fiddler) 


was running old fiddler contests 
on the radio, 


In 1913, singers in vaudeville were starting to use exclusive songs, get- 
ting more like the English idea, because they claimed published songs 


traveled too fast. 


It’s a good tip for radio singers now. 


In 1916 Nellie Revell was made special press agent for the Orpheum 


still o.k 
1921 


Circuit. The gal is 
Did you know that in 


New York 47% weeks in 80 theatres”? 


with 80 acts. 

It was in 1924 when 
Interstate Circuit. 
agency business; that 


before he w 


and before that he was treasurer of Orpheum, Brooklyn. 


Man of the Interstate 
Great guy. 

I just thought of the time in the ‘ 
have wires to gi it on 


ilde the sides 


‘Mouse Traps,’ Galleries 


‘Haystacks,’ 


‘Shooting 


terms of endearment for friends. 

Someone 
Alf said, ‘I 
minutes ago, 
then headed for the Water Hole.’ 
Palace theatre. 
was 46th street, where 
standing in the sun, and 


once a 


saw him 


idle 
Water 


in my book today- 
bookers 


Bob O'Donnell started 
He was a partner then of Charlie Fitzpatrick in the 


as 


and one of the best pals the actor ever had 
Dick Foy, Henry Bergman and Charlie Freeman are down there with him. 


mall time’ days when the curtain 
, an act would say, ‘Boy, we wore out 


, ‘Drip Pan,’ ‘Slabs.’ 
‘Droopville,” ‘Tank Town, 


ked Alf Grant, the comedian, did he see Joe Doakes 
standing in Hope Island on the Waffle Iron about 10 


a great woman 
could give an act within 
Now there’s just about 47'4% 


Greater 
bookere 


in Texas as an exec of the 
House; 


Big 
Little 


manager of Harlem Opera 


He is n 


4 IW 


the wires!,’ when they were a hit 
Colorful Argot All Its Own 
They had a language all their own, those smalltime actors, about the- 
|} atres, towns and people. Theatres were called ‘Ink Spots.’ ‘Break-a-ways’ 


Towns were called 


‘A Main Streeter.’ 


People were called ‘Towners,’ ‘Sleeve-Gilders’ (that meant people who 
| wiped their noses with their sleeves), ‘Gilpins,’? ‘A Look-Mom, No Hands’ 
(that was for town idiots), ‘A Nine-o'’clocker,’ meaning they went to bed 
early, 

Boarding houses were called ‘Peck and Pad’ joints (peck meaning eat 
and pad the mattiess), ‘A Square and a Splash’ meant a room and bat 

‘A Diaper Mansfield’ meant a young legit. ‘A Shelf’ meant a stage, or 
sometimes it applied to the gallery. ‘Cull’ and ‘Bo’ were old variety 


> 


+ 


He walked down Cripple Creek with a couple of turtles and 
Hope Island mean a spot in front of the 
Waffle Iron the grating on the sidewalk, Cripple Creek 
musicians 


Hole 


layoffs 


theres 


hung out; Turtles were 
was the Automat. I guess 


still some Turtles there waiting for vaudeville to come back. 


'y*.. 11-2 41 - —~eIMme 
Talking about the Palace reminds me 


of the time Jim Thornton showed 


up at the Palace Theatre building in the middle of summer wearing a big 


fur coat. Someone asked, ‘What’s the idea of the fur coat, Jim?’ And 
he said, ‘I’m going up to see Albee and I don’t want to take a summer 
cut.’ 
Best to the gang, sez 
Your pal, 
bites Lefty. 


Would Use Radio Leads 
In Film Version Too, 
Recast ‘Abie’ and ‘Rose’ 


Anne Nichols, whose ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose’ has resumed Saturday nights 
on NBC for Procter & Gamble 
(Drene shampoo), intends taking the 
program to the Coast some time this 
fall or winter, while she makes a 
picture version of the yarn. With 
the idea of using as many as pos- 
sible of the radio cast in the screen 
edition, she has recast the two name 
parts with visually suitable actors. 
Thus, Dick Coogan and Mercedes Mc- 
Cambridge have replaced Sydney 
Smith and Betty Winkler as Abie 
and Rose, respectively. 

Although Miss Nichols has 

(Continued on page 54) 


not 





‘ARMY’ LEAVING 
N.Y. WITH 3706 


Irving Berlin’s ‘This Is the Army,’ 
presented by Uncle Sam, finales its 
sensational eight-week date at the 
Broadway, N. Y., Saturday (26). 
Soldier show will have grossed ap- 
proximately $370,000 by that time. 
At $4.40 top, ‘Army’ bettered $47,500 
the early weeks of the date, then, 
with a slight tilt in the mezzanine, 
the pace increased to $48,000. That 
means S.R.O., as no standee are per- 
mitted. 

‘Army’ 


leaves Sunday afternoon 


for Washington, opening at the Na- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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ACTORS OVERSEAS 





Showfolk have done yeoman work thus far in this country’s 


war effort. 


As bond salesman and as morale stimulants, within 


the confines of these United States, they have had no equals. 
Now they must do more—and outside the boundaries of the 


democracy. 





An urgent need has arisen—and growing stronger aS our 
A. E. F. steadily grows—for volunteer performers to entertain 


American soldiers, sailors and marines based overseas. 


Several 


stars, notably Al Jolson, have already blazed the trail, to the 
Caribbean, Alaska and Ireland, but they represent only a 
trickle of what is and will be needed. 





Keeping the morale of our armed forces overseas at a high 
itch is of secondary importance only to carrying a gun itself. 
“housands upon thousands of uniformed men based in foreign 

U. S. camps, most of them many miles from urban centres, 
hunger for relaxation and American performers can fill that 


void best. 


The personal contact of visiting name performers 


has proven a stimulant of immeasurable value to the servicemen, 


The effect can perhaps best be described by the reverence 
that this country’s World War I A. E. F. held Elsie Janis, 
who, to this day, is still glorified by the U. S. veterans of that 


struggle. 


The frank enthusiasm of American soldiers overseas 


for the personal appearances of Jolson, Ray Bolger, Joe E. 
Brown, Merle Oberon, Bob Hope, Edgar Bergen, et al., is a 
more recent illustration of the great contribution of such volun- 


teer entertainers. 


—__ — 


They gave the U. 5. servicemen something that, in its moral 


effect, is probably 
to come. 


as important as ammunition in the battles 
And, like ammunition and other war materials, the 


supply of entertainment overseas must steadily grow—to all 
points wherever American uniformed men are stationed in 


this global war. 


———___—_ 


Dangers there are; hardships and great sacrifices, too, by the 


thowfolk who undertake such overseas tours. 


But it’s a great 


service and acutely recognized as such by the War and Navy 


departments in Washington. 


) 
) 


oth have expressed desires for 


more and more overseas shows. 


————— 


A tour of | 
gontribution 
It’s not likely that the show 


1. S. overseas encampments is the most important 
to the war effort that an entertainer can make. 
folk will sidestep, any more than 


id i 7 irtually "y né ‘rformer 
they did in 1917-18, when virtually every name pertori 


volunteered. 





Hundreds then went to France. 
right in the front-line trenches; in dugout theatres; 
with shellfire as orchestral accompaniment, Sut 
yr is justas courageous and self-sacrificing, 


deep mud and 
this generation of act 








Many of them performed 
in knee- 
Surely 


See Baritone Robert Weede As 


Metro and Paramount will both 
screen test Robert Weede, baritone 
of the Met opera and former soloist 
at the Radio City Music Hall. Both 
companies, according to reports, 
have the same idea, to exploit the 
38-year-old baritone as a ‘singing 
Wallace Beery,’ since the southerner 


resembles Beery. physically. 

Weede will be screen tested by 
both while in California for the San 
Francisco Opera Company, where he 
opens the season Oct. 9 in ‘Aida.’ 
He sang ‘Faust’ and ‘Pagliacci’ in 
Montreal last week, and he, Jan 


aesiaiaes a 
j 





U.S.0.’s Lastfogel Lines 


Up More Overseas Talent 


At the behest of the War and 
Navy Departments, both of which 
| are acutely conscious of the terrific 
morale uplift in having American 
entertainers tour U. S. over$tas 
bases, USO-Camp Shows, Inc., is 
|rushing plans for more show units 
to visit the scattered A. E. Fs. Abe 


Peerce and Jean Tennyson will con- | 


tinue the Celanese Hour, ‘Greater 
Moments in Music,’ from the Coast 
uider the baton of Gaetano Merola, 
Oct. 14-28. Weede opens a 25 date 
concert tour Nov. i in San Diego, 
working his way back to the Met. 





Zasu Pitts in ‘Murder’ 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 





Zasu Pitts winds up her p.a. tour 
this week at Stanley, where she} 
Closes Thursday night (24). Goes| 


direct from Pittsburgh to New York | 
for rehearsals of her first Broadway | 
show, ‘Her First Murder,’ which 
Victor Payne-Jennings and Marion 
Gering are producing under latter’s 
direction. 

‘Murder,’ comedy mystery adapted 
from novel by Terry Chanslor, opens 
tryout engagement in 
N, J., Oct. 4. 





| 


Lastf on Monday (21) dispatched 
telegrams to 100 performers 
them to hold themselves in readiness 
to make overseas Journeys. 

Up to yesterday (Tuesday) Last- 
fogel had not gotten all the replies, 


gel] 


asking 


PAGA 





| 


| 
| 





| 


| Oct. 


| 


| 
} 
| 


but those that did come in were all | 


acceptances. 

All of those who have been asked 
have already toured, or are touring 
U. S. army camps and have 
‘cleared’ by the authorities as okay 
to tour the offshore bases. 
formers volunteer for such services, 
their records and backgrounds are 
checked before they can make the 
trips—a natural procedure to pre- 
vent possible leakage of vital infor- 
mation to the enemy. 

Pending completion of plans, Last- 


| togel could not state just how many 


| now. 


| tablishment of two units, 


been | 


As per- | 
| agency fold which has Jerome 


Possible ‘Singing Wallace Beery 


United 





PIX FROM SPAIN 
TO ARGENTINA 


Trade Treaty Paves the 
Way for Flood of Fascist 


Propaganda From Old to 
New World 


ACCENT ON FILMS 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 15. 

First of what’s expected to be a 
flood of Spanish picts, many of them 
doped with propaganda, is already 
en route here as the result of re- 
cently completed Argentine-Spain 
film pact. 

Treaty, worked out by a super- 
powered Spanish trade _ mission, 
headed by Don Eduardo Aunos, was 
handled as-a special deal accom- 
panying a general two-year Argen- 
tine-Spain agreement. There was 
considerable opposish to the pact in 
general from both Washington and 
London, but local government, ig- 
noring allegations in the pro-demo- 
cratic press that Madrid was merely 
acting as purchasing agent for Ber- 
lin, went ahead nevertheless. Gen- 

(Continued on page 52) 


Gracie Fields’ 
Radio, Nitery 
And Films Set 





Gracie Fields is set for her first 
regular niche in American radio. 
The account is Pall Mall and it will 
be the 9:55-10 p.m. period across the 
board on the Blue network, starting 
12. 


five times a week. 


It will be a song and story 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 


Metro Picture 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Following her engagement at the 
Waldorf-Astoria in New York, 


NDA LINK 


+ 





v 








Gracie Fields comes here to prepare | 


her Metro picture, 
der,’ in which she 
with Charles 

Her 


‘Down 
will be co-starred 
Laughton. 

second 
Artists, 


be for 
husband, 
Jimmy 


picture will 
which her 
Monty’ Banks, produces. 
Campbell, former English music 
publishef-songwriter, is now here 
working on the screenplay with Fred 
Thompson. 


The Hartmans and Freddy Mar- 
tin’s band are slated for the Wal- 
dorf in January 


Mamoulian Continues 


2-Pic Talks with UA 


Tag + + 
sNOCLOLIAat 


Un- | 


ions between Rouber 
Mamoulian and United Artists fo1 
a two-picture deal annually, pos- 
sibly one of them a musical, con- 
tinued early this week following | 


the director’s arrival from 

Preliminary discussions cover es- 
each mak- 
ing one film annually, with Mamou- 
lian as producer-director heading up 
both production groups, Setup would 
call for four writers and composers, 


the Coast. 


| 


latter likely from the A. & S. Lyons | 


Kern 
and Cole Porter among others. 
Details are still in the negotiating 
stage with Lyons due here from the 
Coast shortly to continue talks with 
Grad Sears and Ed Raftery. Mamou- 


Princeton, | overseas show units are planned just | Jack Benny unit, already set, was his 


lian deal is one of several which 
Lyons has been talking with UA. 
| first. 


| its ‘Hour of Charm.’ 


Advantageous Use of Films for U.S. 


Army and Navy Instruction Points 
Up Values for Post-War Education 


i> 





Lb 


Revel, Webster Duoing 





Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Harry Revel is teaming up with 
Paul Webster on the tunes for the 
Abbott and Costello picture at Uni- 
versal, ‘It Ain’t Hay.’ Former re- 
cently split with Mort Greene as 
songwriting team. 

Whether the Revel-Webster combo 
is to be a permanent partnership 
will be determined after the Uni- 
versal assignment. 


SPITALNY PLIED 
WITH FILM 
OFFERS 





Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Phil Spitalny can stay here 


first Coast visit. No sooner had he 
and his all femme band _ started 
working in ‘When Johnny Comes 


at Universal than 
other offers started pouring in. L. K. 
Sidney, Metro producer, has had the 
maestro cornered several times, and 


Marching Home’ 


20th-Fox emissaries have been trail- 


just | 
about as long as he likes on this, his | 





ing him, but so far there have been | 


no dotted 

All offers are being weighed per- 
sonally by Spitalny, however, in- 
cluding a pitch by 


other picture. 


line rendezvous, 


Maestro may keep his 


Universal for an-! 


band out here longer than the con-!} 


templated four weeks as General | 
Electric is favorable to more origi- 


nations from the glamor capital for 


LeMaire to Metro 
As Operations Exec; 


Thau Into Army |... 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Rufus LeMaire tant to Buddy 


DeSylva at Paramount for 20 months, 


assl 


moved over to Metro to take over 
part of the job left vacant through 
Ben Thau’s departure from the Cul- 
ver Citv lot to }olr the Army 
LeMaire will split Thau’s old dutie: 
as coordinator of exe itive Opera- 
a T t C 
A i ) 
I B I é 
electe " 
In 
T { ¢ ( YO! 
f fTice e Met ) ay 
ne Y nit 
¢ lé Vitn 
I B E. J. Man: 
\ ere the negotia 
tion of taient a exe tive con- 
tracts as well as coordinating com- 
peny transactions with other studios. 
Lil Gish a Star Agai 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Lillian Gish becomes a film star 
again, after a lapse of 10 years, 
under a nev deal with Lester 
Cowan, Columbia producer, as a re- 
ult of her return to the screen as 
a featured player in ‘The Com- 
mandos Strike at Dawn.’ 
Actress was signed for the star 


spot in ‘The Late Christopher Bean,’ 
another Cowan production, to be 
filmed after her appearance on the 
Broadway stage in the Theatre Guild 
drama, ‘) 


Mr. Sycamore.’ 





Advanced stages 
visual-education 
partially through speedy develop. 
ment of picture instruction for the 
armed forces, radically alter 
tht post-war public educational syse 
tem in the opinion of officials aware 
of the remarkable results so far obe 
tained in Army and Navy 
vers. 


film 
raised, 


to which 


has been 


may 


maneue 


One phase of military training, 
which formerly took around, 16 
months to complete, has been com- 
pressed into approximately seven 
months due to the speed with which 
trainees are able to absorb screen 
education. 

While giving trainees a quicker 
and more lasting take, via eye-and- 
ear methods, than they could 
normally absorb from printed in- 
structions alone, film is also being 
used as ammunition saver during 
practice. Instead of shooting bul- 
lets when practicing, gunners pull 
the trigger on a gun that shoots a 
beam of light. Instructors thereby 


mt 
get a better chance to make cor- 
rections as understandable or more 


(Continued on page 54) 





Mary Brian Cancels 


Cleveland, Sept. 22. 
Indisposition of her dance partner, 
John Bushallow, forced Mary Brian 


to cancel current vaude date at the 
RKO Palace. Diosa Costello 


was 
rushed in to replace ex-film actress 
On bili that co-featured Jackie 


Cooper and Charlie Barnet’s orch. 
Bushallow sprained his ankle last 
Wednesday (17) during one of their 


performances in 


Dayton, O., only 
| two days before their skedded ap- 
pearance in Cleveland. Miss Brian 
tried to get two former dancing 
partners to substitute for him. but 
found that both were in army. Ex- 


pects to resume tour as soon as she 
breaks in a new dancer. 
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Bond Drive Likely to Top Treasury 
Quota: Billion Mark Not In Cards 


+ 
? 








Current indications are, barring a 
spurt in sales, that next 
Wednesday (30) will see the film in- 
dustry-sponsored war bond drive go- 
ing over the top, insofar as the offi- 
cial U. S. Treasury quota of $775,- 
000.000 is concerned, though unlikely 
to hit the $1.000,000,000 objective 
first outlined. September income tax 
payments. wide prominence to new 
and higher tax imposts being set in 


sudden 


Washington. the unseasonal time 
of year for reinvestment of large 
funds. have militated against a bil- 
lion in sales. In financial circles as 


well as in the Treasury department, 
where a close tab is kept on ebb and 


flow of the nation’s liquid cash, ‘t 
has long been known that precise 
mathematical odds are stacked 
against getting a billion in bond sales 
this month. 

Meantime, the U. S. Treasury re- 


ported $56,266.000 in War Bond sales 
for Sept. 21, the largest Single day’s 


sales this month. Total sales are 
$500,054.000 as of Sept. 21, with nine 
days to go. 

The’ official Treasury quota, 


though by no means a cinch, looks 
likely. If reached it will be due to 
the most skillful merchandising cam- 
paign, under the aegis of the film in- 
dustry, which has yet been staged. 
Possibility is that some of the Sep- 
tember sales will not be chalked up 
in time to go to the industry’s credit, 
due to delays in bank clearances. 
Campaign workers are being urged 
to see the pledges are transferred 
into actual sales. 

Siatement issued by the War Ac- 
tivities Committee this week was to 
the effect that if all the pledges re- 
ported by local committees are 
turned into actual bond purchases, 
the Treasury quota will be reached. 
Unredeemed piedges may result in 
missing the Treasury objective by 
$50,000,000 to $75,000,000, according 
to the warning Sept. 19 report 
from the Treasury was disappoint- 
ing, total of $13,745,000 being added 
for a 19-day total of $443,789,000. 

Several last-ditch plans to carry 
the fight to the eleventh hour next 
Wednesday, in order to roll ’ 


(Continued on page 55) 


SEE $225,000 GROSS 





FOR ARMY RELIEF SHOW | 


Army Emergency Relief Fund 
show, scheduled for Madison Square 
Garden, New York, on Sept. 30, has 
sold every seat in the house except 
for about 50 boxes which retail at 
$1,000 per 

Outlook is for $200,000, with the 
journal expected to swell the total 
another $25,000. 


WAC Urges Patriotic 


Shorts Played Pronto 








} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


phony, 


| 


| 


4, 
r 


Some Pun! 


aurie, Jr., 


Joe L on a bond sell- 
ing trip with Charles Laughton 
to New Haven, pulled one of 
those situation gags when an 
ensign, Edward Wolf. from New 
London, was introduced as the 
local bond spieler, Laurie 
cracked: 

‘First time I met a Wolf in 


ship’s clothing.’ 


EXPECT $30,000 FROM 
PHILLY CANTEEN DRIVE 


Philadetphia, Sept. 22. 

The drive for funds for 
Theatre Wing’s 
over 











the Ameri- 
Philly 
officials 


can canteen 


went the top, an- 
(Monday), with 
a total of $25.000 already in the can- 
teen kick and all precincts not yet 
heard from. When all contributions 
are tallied, at least $30,000 is 
pected. 

Coin is expected to carry the can- 


teen whether or not any money ig 


nounced yesterday 


ex- 


beng | from the parent body in | 


New York,'one canteen exec said. 




















The local group had expected to | 


which 
York Theatre Wing 
film 
reported in 


get a cut of the money 
New has re- 


ceived for radio and rights. 


But although it 


Gotham that the Philly Canteen was 


was 


the | 


WILLIE HOWARD 


NOW — Ford Theatre, Baltimore, 
and next week at the Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Always magnificent 
mendously funny... .” 


RICHARD WATTS, JR. 
Herald Tribune. 


Mild B.0. Hypo 
In K. C. Despite 
Legion Parley 


and tre- 











Free B.O. for Bonds NSG 


Free theatre admissions as bait 
to stimulate War Bond purchases 


failed yesterday (Tues.) to do 
much, according to reports com- 


ing in from various parts of the 
country. 

In many 
asked 
ihey 





theatre 
patrons, who 
had the price 
buy a War Bond 
ticket and get in 
direct solicitation, 
however, was not overly success- 
ful. One theatre on Broadway 
sold only a single $18.75 bond in 
the forenoon. 


NEW SIGNAL CORPS H.9. 
UNVEILED YESTERDAY 


situations 
] managers 
looked as if 
bond, to 
instead of a 
gratis. Even 


ol a 








facilities for 
and training 
was shown by 


Its extensive new 
making Army films 
photographic crews 
the Signal Corps yesterday (Tues- 
day) to New York newspaper, mag 
and radio people and a flock of city 





officials. Occasion was the dedica- 
tion of the Signal Corps’ Photo- 
| graphic Center—the former Para- 
|mount studios in Long Island City, 
mn. ¥. 


Writers and gabbers were given a 
gander at sound stages, scripters at 
work, photogs undergoing training 
for field duty, barracks and myriad 
other details of the huge operation. 


They had to sign a promise before 
admittance, however, that they 
wouldn't write or talk about what 
| they saw without submitting it to 


| the Army first. 
Host was Col. M. E. Gillette, who 
has nursed the Signal Corps’ Train- 





; ing Film Production Unit to its 

Kansas City, Sept. 22. present proportions from a. start 

Three-day convention of the | with a handful of enlisted men and 

| American Legion (19-21) was only | a few civilian employees in a 

a mild boxoffice hypo although bars; broken-down former Bund hall in 

and niteries hit anticipated peaks. | the backwoods near Fort Monmouth, 

Main reason for the b.o, skid was the|N. J. Building dedicated yesterday 

curbed attendance at the convention | takes up an entire block and only 

since, in view of the war and/about 15 minutes by subway from 
strained transportation facilities, the | Times Square. 

Legion execs asked that only of-| 


getting financial aid, local officials 
claim they haven't received ‘a red 
cent.’ 

A mild flareup in the Philly can- | 
teen committee was reported with 
the resignation of Mrs. John D. M. 
Hamilton, wife of the former G.O.P. 
National Chairman. She quit in a 
huff over a squabble regarding poli- 


cies anent the fund-raising cam- | 
paign. 
Meanwhile the proposed canteen 


for Negro service men received im- | 


petus with the formation of a com- 
mittee headed by Magistrate Edward 


Henry, Negro. The committee is 
looking over several proposed sites 


ficials, delegates and alternates at- 


tend 

Hotels stretched a bit to house and 
feed most of the hundreds of dele- 
gates and, because of the number of | 
trainees quartered in these parts, a 
substantial number of Legionaires 
were billeted in private homes. 


Hotel dining rooms and restaurants } 
but | 
deep | 


succeeded in feeding the vets, 
the bars and bistros had to dig 
to provide refreshments for 
remained at the usual 


them 
Prices 


PHEFFHFFEFFHFHHFHFFFHHHFHEFHFHEFEFSHESHSESHHHEHHHHHHH OHH OH 


Miami Beach Jottings 
Miami Beach. Sept. 22 

Pvt. Eron Wallace, legit actor and 
director, is now managing post stock 
company 

Pyt. Walter Terry, former assist- 
ant music critic of N. Y. Herald 
|T ibune, in training here Pvt 
Gregory Mangin, former Davis Cup 
ee checked out for uanery 

oa Budge directing athletics foi 


Embry-Riddie Flying School 

Frederic Delzell conductor of 
newly organized American Sym- 
inducted as a private in ait 


corps. 

Cpl. Bela Urbanovsky. former)y 
concert master with the Bru s 
Symphony, appointed musical direc- 
tor for Special Services office of Ail 
Force Technical Training Comman« 

Bob Stevenson. New Yo theat 
cal designer, training on beac} 

George Sti ore fied, forme! 
ant advertising promotior managel 
for Lord & Thom: now training 
with os force 

Milt Scott chief engineer of 
W IOD. aa resigned to accept a com- 
mission as a first lieutenant in the 

| Signal Corps. 
1,000th WB | ‘Men’ Into Service 


The War Activities Committee | 
has issued an appeal to exhibitors 
to play the ‘America Speaks’ series 
of 26 shorts which major produce! 
undertook to make along line ug- 
gested by Lowell Meilet Exhibs | 
have been holding back on contracts 
for 1 eries no inimity of 
viewpoint on rental ving been 
reached between the yrodauction ana 
exhibitio ranches of the industry 
followi: the deal made with Mel- 
lett on the C 

Shorts, as di: t from the vari- 
ous Government reels such as ‘Bat- 
tle of Midway Ring of Stee ete 
are not provide free to theatres, 
but all profits, above tual produc- 
tion and print costs, are being do- | 
nated to various war charities by 
the producer-distributors. 

Though not pledged to show the 
Mellett shorts. exhibs are being 


urged to show them because of their 
importance to the war effort. Rent- 
als are to be worked out between 
the distributors and exhibitors with 
understanding that, if unable to 
reach a agreement, imme- 
diate playoff should be effected and 


speedy 


the rental "be arbitrated later by 
leca! chairmen of the Theatres Di- 
vision and of the Exchange Man- 


avers Committee of the WAC in the 
various territories. 
Paramount, however, 
fixed price of $1 per 
gubjects. Warners is 
patriotic shorts on the s 
fox subjects of this 
have set in the past 


has set a 
day for its 
hand] 18 the 
special terms 


type whi they 


| 
| 
| 


Charles Misa, 
date 


booker in 
department of 


the play- 


Warners at the 


homeoffice in N. Y.. becomes the 
1,000th employee of WB to go into 
the service. He has been with the 


company for 
Since Misa 
spotting his 


13 years. 
is married, 
wife, Olive 


Warners ji 
Vaughn. in 


| the playdate department as part of 


the clerical forces. 


Warner circuit has yielded the 
largest number of men to the armed 
| Services, 588, while the studio has 
turned over 191, the homeoffice 107, 
and the exchanges 91. An additional 
23 others are from other depart- 
ments. 

Charles Moscovitz. who was 
formerly with the publicitv denart- 


Uncle Sam's Roll Call 


LPEEFFEPEFEEEFEFEFFEEFEOEEESS 4446444644444 44466444644464 


Soseeees 


ment of Warners, has been promoted 


to a sergeant. He’s stationed at Ft. 
Knox. Kv 

William Gold and Herman Hoch- 
berg, assistants to Joe Tisman, head 
of the pos ter art department at War- 
ners’ h.o., were both called to Army 
Thursday (17). 


Pittsburgh Roll Call 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 22 
| 


Pre Scripps-Howard dail, lost 
bcth its sports editor and columnist, 
Chester Smith, and baseball writer 
Lester Beiderman, to the service 
over weekend. Beiderman became 
first lieutenant in the Army Air! 
Force Former, who has also been 
sportscasting over WCAE for last 
couple of years, served as a gob in 

last wal Reiderman, an Ohio 
St ( ite la peen covering 
he Pirates for the Press for nearly 
LQ eal 
Jerry Duailey, tormer sport an- 
cer at KQV, leaves his an- 
incer’s berth at WCFL. Chicag« 
next week to enter the army’s el 

Sammy Schwartz, former little 

theatre actor here and in vaudeville 


fo’ several years as an impersonator 
o* Eddie Cantor, has been appointed 
| to Officers Candidate School at Fort 
| Monmouth, N. J. Schwartz recently 


; received his sergeant’s stripes at 
Ciump Livingston, La. 


Burt Layton, dance instructor and 
|former vaudevillian ‘(Burt Layton 
{and his Four Flirts), army. While 
away. Layton’s local dance 
will be operated by his part 
ner, Margaret Trusty, who left 
Arthur Murray studio to go in busi- 
ness With him several months ago. 


nes 


choo] 


Mat Knighton to Sea 
Seattle, Sept. 22. 
manager of per- 
sonnel for Sterling Chain (John 
Danz) and assistant to Jerry Ross, 
manager of Palomar, into U. S. Navy 
‘Continued on page 16) 


Mat Knighton, 


levels. | 


‘Mervyn LeRoy Heads 


Hollywood, Sept. 22 
Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs 


ened its setup here 


further strength- 


for a lar ge-scale 


| production program by the appoint- 
week of Mervyn LeRoy to 
ectorial 


Metro 


ment last 


handle dit supervision. 


ton 


producer-director 


mev some of the Coordinator's 


himself 


il ana 


pix 


nake the assignments 


He'll 


direction 


on others to directors have 


general supervision ove} 


1 


of all 
LeRoy is the 


the films 


Metroite to 
the Co- 
Che: tok, 
shorte produc- 
the reins on 
was named Lay 
head CIAA 
ast. 
con- 
but 
by 
whatever time 
posts with the 
ropaga®da agency. 
mean at least half 


both men 


second 
for free to 


Tort 
JACK 


weeks ago to all 

the Ci 
both 
Metro, 


rmission 


oduction ac 
Chertok and 
tinuing their 
have 
studio he: 


ivities on 
LeRoy are 
duties at 
granted pe 
ids to give 
is needed to their 
Latin-American p 
It will probably 
time in the 


peel 


cases of 


CIAA Coast setup is now com- 
ylete except for the vacancy in the 
pe f epresentative of Fra 
A'stock, chief of the motion picture 

ivisio f the Coordinator’s offic 
David Hopkins (son of Harry) re- 
certh esi ed the job t acce La 

| mn on 1 the Navy Alstocl 

s been on e Coast for the past 
everal eek ntervie ing a um 
d€ ol people for e€ jopD 

Chertok a LeRoy will deal en- 

} tirely with shorts, which provide 
|a speedier, more economical and 
|more flexible way of getting mes- 
saes to Latin-America than fea- 
tuves. Coordinator's office will con- 


tinue its interest in 
product, endeavoring to have ob- 
jectionable material removed and 
favorable stuff injected, but will put 
Own coin only in shorts. 
Scripts and ideas for a 
program of briefies have 
werked out by writers working 
under the supervision of Philip 
Dunne, chief of propaganda produc- 


full-length 


iis 
gthy 
been 


lens 





tion for the film division of the 
CIAA. These scripts are being 
turned over to Chertok and LeRoy 
for production, with some of them 
to be made by studios as part of 
their own shorts program and others 
t>» be made under contract to the 
iCIAA 


| CIAA Propaganda Pix! 


will | 








| 
| 
| 


R ADIO-PICTURE 


HARMONY FOR 
BONDS 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 
Twin City radio stations are going 
to bat for the theatres and vice versa 
in the war bond campaigns now be- 


ing conducted. Asa result, sales are 


booming. 

While the radio and showhouses 
in this sector always have worked 
pretty much hand-in-hand coopera- 
tion now is reaching a new high. 
The radio ctations are plugging the 
film industry’s campaign with nu- 


merous gratis spot announcements. 
but also are supplying much of the 
entertainment talent for the 
tres’ street bond selling shows. On 
their part, the theatres are running 
trailers calling attention to the radio 
stations’ drive as well as their 


thea- 


own, 

For one of the theatres’ vpca aii 
free street bond selling si. ws, 
WCCO, for example. provided from 


t; entertainmen’‘ staff its 


‘Red River 


Valley Gang,’ announcer-comediay 
Clellan Card and songstress Ge:- 
trude Lutzi. The daily shows, held 


in the middle of a street in the loop's 
heart between the two busiest 


ave- 
nues, have been attracting huge 
crowds and producing substantial 


saies. All motor traffic is cut off for 
one block for an hour and the street 
rapidly fills in with thousands cf 
noon-hour workers and_ shoppers. 
Merle Potter, Bennie Berger cjrcuit 
general manager, and Gordon Greene 
of the Eddie Ruben circuit are stag- 
ing the shows. 


With Edward Arnold, Ralph Bel- 
lamy and other film stars partici- 
pating, thousands of dollars of the 
war bonds were sold in the munici- 
pal auditorium during an auction of 
articles contributed by local mer- 
chants. The articles went free to 
the members of the audience offer- 
ing to buy the largest amounts f 
he war bonds. = 

The Paramount circuit's itial 
showing of ‘Wake Island’ at the 
State, its leading loop house here, 
will be a war bond show Thursday 
night, admission being only by pur- 
chase of a $25 or larger bond. Many 

| Twin City independent exhibitors 
are having similar shows 


The | 


| and 


|and his wife had only 


| 
| 
j 


| 
| 











What Pix Mean to Army 





Sydney, Aug. 15 
‘Varie ty 
water 


since 


Editor, 
Much 
bridge 


passeth under the 
Sime spoke of Bailey 
Cowan, with Estelle Davis, in 
‘The Little Production in One’ 
Class A Vaudeville; the 


combination 


as 
old 


up both in 


and 
is all broken 


now 


reality and evething else 
Up until the fateful night of Dec. 7 
nothing could have been sweeter 


than our 
swell 1 


setup in 


light clubs; 


Singapore. Two 


plenty of money; 


plenty of friends; plenty of busine 

Blooey—plenty of worry; plenty of 

losses; plenty of trouble, and broke 
but I wouldn't care about 


everything that we lost if Bill Bailey 
gotten away 
but they didn’t and it can't 


(Continued on 


with us, 


page 955) 
N. Y. to L.A. 

Carlton Alsop 

Will 


T 


am Goetz 
ohn Hodiak 

Jack Hurdle. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Victor Saville 
foward Storchline 
Terry Turner 
Walter Wanger. 


N.Y. 
Mary Carlisle. 
Morris Carnovsky. 
Ed Cashman. 

S. Charles Einfeld 
Lester Cowan. 
Irving Epstein. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Lillian Gish. 
Harry Goetz. 
Benny Goodman 
Theresa Helbur: 
Bert Kalmar. 
Irene Manning. 
Fredric March. 
Ed Raftery. 
Gregory Ratoff. 
Harry Ruby. 
George Sanders. 
Gradwell Sears. 
Herbert Yates. 
Ed Zabel. 
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Amusements Least Likely to Be Hit ||NQIISTRY SEEKS (Far Vickers tor Selznick s Actor q 
e ° e 
ith Mounting Income, Profit Taxes nd Story Froperties, but Has No 
’ 3 
+ ° ° f 
| icea Bearin on UA Dea or 11 Par Pix I 
Picture and other pop priced}  Wage-Hour Showdown : 1 
amusement businesses are not ex- Public Relations Committee 7 q 
pected to be as seriously affected Hollywood. Sept, 22 Ponders Campaign to De- ad He 
; ollywood, . 22. . ’ si a 
as other industries, due to the low sii a ) - (8) Aatin cad velop Higher Percentage Rathvon Proud’ of RKO Negotiations are reported well i 
unit cost of entertainment, because | 1.4 songs - haga yecvtr Guild of Patrons in the 12-18 anes gf wage sb elagone to = FH 
; : . av . Selznick under whic ar : 
of sharp curtailment in spending | against the major studios has been and Above-40 Age Groups a age yo cea eA amin Whe nly “vg roel a 
which is anticipated as a result of | set for Nov, 3 by Federal Judge Leon —To Offset Dislocation in Ft Lah patty on st able story properties held by the a | 
heavily increased individual income Yenkwich. Normal Theatre Attend-| \.ck from his first official visit to producer, as well as contracts on : & 
taxation now being mulled in Wash- Idea of the sult 16 to get a ruling ance Caused by Shifting) the studio, expressed great satis- a hg artists. Not indicated .& 
ington. Impression prevails in the on SAG's endeavor to recover re- Workers to War Plant) faction with the RKO pictures being how much money might be involved i 
~ that rationing of pleasure troactive overtime for extras who made there, according to an official |im the deal but that it would run to f 
seed pot Mi drying up a ieee of | have worked in excess of the max- Areas announcement issued Monday (21).{a@ sizeable sum is unquestioned. 4 
ravel, @ : reine eee a —— ; ae a - 
goods for civilian consumption, and niga hours prescribed by the wage Rathvon stated he was ‘very| Selznick is said to be desirous of ae 
gome tightening up even in the food asi THEMATIC CHANGES proud’ of three of the finished pic- | selling out so that he may enter into +f 
eategory, will offset any decline in tures—RKO pictures, war activity, either in a Civilian or * Oe 
theatre attendance. Film company oo military capacity though he dis- 1 
execs both in theatre operation and Calling of millions of men to the ’ claims any such intentions. 1 
in financial posts point to experi- colors between the ages of 21 and Deal under discussion with Par | 
ence in England, where business is 45, together with the shift of thou- : has no relation to the one under i 
at a new high with a greater de- sands of young workers to war in- which United Artists purchases 11 Le 
mand for higher-priced seats, as an dustry communities, has produced pictures from Par for release this ay 
indication of what is to be expected such a serious dislocation in the season and six next year, nor do it 
in the U. S. normal motion picture audience that the negotiations bear in any way on a 
Corporation tax measures now the industry is pondering steps to Selznick’s financial interest as an nf ' 
under discussion by the Senate Fi- E ) | develop new potential patrons. In owner of UA. i / 
nance Committee if adopted in cur- attempting to fill the void in the Conferences have been under way th i 
rent form, are viewed as not unduly 21-to-45 male group, a campaign to = in New York since Monday (21), a |. 
disturbing for the majority of picture secmpacsbadas make regular theatregoers of those when Y. Frank Freeman, v.p.. in bi 
gompanies considering wartime between 12 and 18 years and the 40- charge of production for Paramount, «a 
emergencies. The corporation tax| Joseph M. Schenck returns to the | to 90 age group looms. _ arrived from the Coast accompanied ‘oe 
last being given consideration is on | Coast Friday to resume his former} Public Relations Committee (east-| The dissolution of Selznick Inter-|>y Jack Karp, legal head of the ‘ 
he basis proposed by J. Cheever | duties in charge of operations for |ern group) of the film industry pres- | national Pictures, Inec., concluded | Studio, Stanton Griffis, chairman of af 
*owdin, chairman of the board of | 20th-Fox. Meeting of the board of | ently is considering a campaign to | Jast month, found the two top as-|the executive committee of Par, now - 
Universal Pictures, who heads the | dizectors held Thursday (17), not at- | secure a higher percentage of older | sets of SIP, ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Gone permanently in Washington on war 12 eh 
finance committe of the National terded by Schenck, reportedly was (Continued on page 18) With the Wind, cut up among the | activity, has been sitting in, among 15 
Association of Manufacturers. It called to acknowledge unanimous Re original SIP stockholders in ratio |}thers. Barney Balaban, Par presi- ; | 
calls for a combined normal and | decision leading to Schenck’s taking 4 ? to their interest in the corporation | dent, was not in town Monday (21) i 
surtax of 40% and 90% tax on ex-| Up duties in his former capacity. ou sl excepting David 0. Selznick who | or yesterday (Tuesday) but is ex- it 
cess profits. Though not, as yet, given any 9 * recently disposed of his interests: in | pected to be at his office today Pi 
Under the proposed measure ex- specific title, Schenck is reported as these pix to Jock Whitney. | (Wed. ). ; f 
gess profits are to be determined on | the chief 20th executive officer in a bd With neither of the pix played- | Believed late yesterday (Tuesday) ij tf 
the 1936-39 base of earnings. Thus | Supervisory capacity over all com- n oviet ee S out, ‘GWTW,’ for example, has just | that efforts were being made to i 


companies such as Paramount, 20th- | 


Fox, Metro, Universal and Warners 
would be able to show a consider- 
able profit margin before paying 
excess profits tax. At the same time, 
in the case of Par, 20th, Metro and 
Warners, allowances for deprecia- 
tion of theatre properties and on 
capitalization would also be a fa- 
vorable factor. RKO, showing losses 
during the four-year base 


under the depreciation and invested 
¢apital allowances, and has a 


taxes would be felt. 


For some of 
the companies, such as 


United Art- 


ists and Columbia, however, where | 


neither a 
tion of 
made 


writeoff against deprecia- 
theatre. properties can be 
and where earnings for 
four-year period have not been fa- 
vorable, the excess profits tax would 
likely work a hardship. 





With Col. Jack Warner 


Into Active Service, 


Trilling Taking Over 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Lieut. Col. Jack Warner's 


exec- 


utive duties in charge of studio op- | 


erations at Warners will be taken 
over by Steve Trilling when War- 
ner is called to full time 
with the /rmy Air Force 
icuncement is expected to be made 


service 


this week when Warner gets back 
from the east. 

. [rilling, with Warner organiza- 
tion more than 15 years, has been | 


1X charge of, vaudeville. bookings..in | 


New York and also handled studio 
talent biz there. He came to the 
Studio a number of years ago as 
Casting director and relieved War- 
ner of much production detail since 
the latter devoted considerable time 
to Air Force duties. Trilling will 
be aided by Harry M. Warner on 
financial and vital policy matters 
and on operations staff will be Ten- 
ney Wright, S. Charles Einfeld, 
Carol Sax and other studio execs 
Who'll function on advisory panel, 
All producers will clear through 
Trilling under a plan set up and he 
Will have free rein on production, 

Col. War .er, attached to public 
relations division of the Army Air 
Force, will likely see service at air 
POsts here and abroad. 


period, | 
would find a great measure of relief | 


long | 
way to go before the excess profits | 


the | 


An- | 


pany affairs. He was formerly chair- 
man of the board of directors, post 
which Wendell Willkie now holds. 
Willkie, Government 
wartime and re- 
garded 


owing to 
activities, is 
mainly as a nominal com- 


other 


| pany head and it is questionable 
| whether the Republican big-wig is 
| set to remain at 20th for any long- 
| term period due to his increasing 
| absorption in war duties. 

Bill Goetz remains as veepee in 
i charge of the 20th studios, under 
Schenck 


MONO BONUSING STUDIO 


Hollv wood, sept. yee 
For the first 

|Monogram will hand out 

its emplovees, covering the fiscal 

vears of 1942 and 1943. Bonus, voted 


time in its history 


bonuses to 


by the board of directors at the an- 
nual meeting, will not exceed 10% 
of the net profits before Federal 
taxes. Amounts for the first year 
will range from $100 to $1,100 and 
iwill be paid in War Bonds. 

| Excluded from the bonus pay- 
ments are the president, executive 
director and all vice presidents of 


the company. 


Indiana Bankers Protest 


India apol Sept 99. 


showed. 

Called to the attention of bankers 
nationally through a story carried 
Wednesday (16) in The American 
Banker, New York, Warrick’s letter 
assailed the film as ‘an unwar- 
ranted and unfair portrayal of the 
banking profession,’ because it por- 





trays a family of four members, 
named Harwood, who own and 


| operate a bank in a small country 


| town, and depicts ‘underhanded tac- 
ltics and unethical methods which 
| this family uses.’ 


HELP WITH WAR BONDS, ** 


Par’s 1] to UA May Top $4,000,000 


Fox Film as ‘Unfair’ 


| . Twentieth-Fox’s ‘The Postman | 
Didn't Ring’ was protested as unfair 
to bankers by Don Warrick, secre- 
tary of the Indiana Bankers Asso- 
ciation, in an open letter to A. W. 
Baker, manager of Circle theatre 
here, where the film recently | 


Recalled by Deal 


New pact covering purchase of 
Hollywood product for showing in 
Russia has brought to the fore again 
the oft-repeated squawk by Commie 
lin the U. S. and liberals that U. S. 
newsreels are sloughing off good 
| Soviet battle footage because of a 
| lingering odor of red herring It is 
|thought perhaps the new arrange- 
ment, which was pushed to consum- 
| with the aid of the Office of 
Information, may incre the 
(Continued on page 15) 





| mation 


ase 


‘Company Toppers Signaturing Final Details in N. Y. 
—Financing Arrangements Set 


| . Under its deal with Paramount to 
| acquire a total of 11 pictures, with 
| final details being ironed out in New 
| York yesterday (Tuesday), United 
| Artists will obtain the films on the 

leferred payment plan, accord! to 


In this connection, UA will 


reports 


write checks to Par as the filn ire 
| picked up 10 elea 

It will bs p to UA 1 wner 
each of the 11 filn are » be rned 
over to the co yal and payment 
| made All are completed. howevel 
While the amount involved i ine 
deal will run somewhere around 


$4,000,000, as previously reported, an 


| exact computation cannot be made 
jat this time since the transaction 
also involves six westerns in the 
[aa Cassidy series to be made 
by Harry Sherman for UA for the 
| 1943-44 season. It is impossible to 
|gauge to the dollar what the six 


Sherman westerns will cost to make 
but possible that ultimately the 
amount coming back to Par will ex- 
ceed $4,000,000 
Understood that UA is 
financing to the amount of two-thirds 
of the approximate $4,000,000 in- 
volved or $2,666,667 at this time, the 
balance to be taken care of later. 
| UA’s financing arrangements are re- 
| por ted to be through the Guaranty 
Trust Co., also previously reported. 


arranging 





been released in England, with at | 
least another $1,500,000 revenue an- 
ticipated from this showing. Thus | 
United Artists will continue to 
lease ‘Rebecca’ while Metro handles 
‘GWTW.’ ” 


| 


| And, instead of one profit check, | 
| “Tp } 1 23) A sa al | 

to SIP, the distributors now send | 
|checks to the following SIP stock- | 


holders: Myron Selznick, John H. | 
Whitney, C. V. Whitney, John F. 
Wharton, (Jock Whitney’s attorney), | 
Mrs. Flora Miller, Mrs. Barbara 
Henry, Mrs. Joan Payson (all of the 
Whitney cian), and Norma Shearer. | 
Balance of the SIP assets went | 
o J. H. Whitney and D. O. Selz- | 
nick, with the latter bidding in 
Prisoner of Zenda,’ ‘Garden of Al- | 

(Continued on page 15) 


Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. in charge 
of production for Par, and Jack 
Karp, studio’s legal counsel, arrived 
n the east Monday morning (21) to 


discuss details on the deal with Ed- 
i ward C. Raftery, UA president, and 
one | 
Par board of directors will meet | 
tomor! (Thur ay), at which time 
t expected the UA-Par deal will 
pe ch hape that it can be of- | 
fered for ratification. Until then it 
is not officially closed. Also, since | 
ome Par stockholders may not be 
n the clear as to the unusual deal, | 





| 
| 
| 


|cluded six Hopalong Cassidy west- 
lerns; two 


possibly the company may explain it 
to them either through public an- | 
nouncement or the mails. 

While a week ago the Par-UA deal 
stood at 10 pictures, since then it has 
been increased to 11 for this year’s 
release, 

As of vesterday afternoon (Tues- 
day), with no further changes likely, 
the pictures for turnover to UA in- 


special features which 


| Selznick 


;own 


| Hobson, K.T 





Sherman has produced, ‘Silver 
Queen’ and ‘The American Empire’; 
and three regular program features, 
‘Young and Willing,’ ‘Crystal Ball’ 
and ‘I Married a Witch.’ 

The llth film added 
during the past week was 
and Willing.’ 


to the deal 
‘Young 


reach a rapid agreement on the Par- 
deal so that it might be 
placed on the agenda of a Par board 


meeting scheduled for tomorrow 
afternoon (Thursday). 
Scripts 

Included in the story properties 


under the deal are said to be ‘Clau- 
‘Jane Eyre’ and ‘Keys to the 
Kingdom,’ rights to which Selznick 
Direetor contracts are with 
Alfred Hitchcock and Robert Steven- 


dia,’ 


ol while player tickets include 
Joan Fontaine, Vivien Leigh, Ingrid 
Bergman, Dorothy McGuire, Valerie 


Stevens and Alan Mar- 


hall. Players on the Selznick con- 


| tract roster during his long period 
of inactivity have proved lucrative 

vestments through loanou‘s, a re- 
cent loan having been Miss Bergman 
to Par for ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 

Becoming an owner-member of 
UA a year ago, committed to pro- 
duce pictures for that company over 
a 10-year period, Selznick has an- 
nounced production starts on ‘Eyre’ 
ind ‘Keys of Kingdom’ on various 
occasion but they never got the 


pun 


Chatkin Makes Own 
Pix for His Houses; 
Now Col. Producer 


Sept. 22 


wood 


forme! 


Holly 
Dave Chatkin, 


QD — r23% + dD.shili«a 
£ aramount-l UDLIA 


operating 


> 


under 


Sa Katz. is making his debut as 
a producer at Columbia in ‘One 
Dangerous Night’ after two years on 
the lot observing production tech- 


nique 

Meanwhile, Chatkin retains his in- 
terest in the Monarch circuit of 
indie theatres in Ohio, Indiana and 
western Pennsylvania. 


COL. HAS BORROWED 
$4,100,000, SEZ SEC 


Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion revealed last week that Colum- 
bia Pictures had borrowed $2,800,000 
as of Aug. 31 under an agreement 
with banks dated June 3, 1942. 

Under this agreement the corporae 
access to a maximum of 








tion has 


| $4,100,000 in loans 





he 
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PICTURE BIZ LOOKS TO ENGINEERS T0 
WARD OFF MORE RAW STOCK RATIONING 








First WPB Order Cuts Supplies From 10 to 24% 


—Celluloid to Be Dole 


tions May Change, Subject to Army-Navy Needs | 


—" 


New Project for Him 


—_—— 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Andre Daven, former European 
production advisor on Darryl F. 


d Out Quarterly—Alloca- 





Appraising the War Production, 
Board’s first film rationing order, | 
ranging from a 10% cut for com- | 
panies using less than 75,000,000 | 
feet of film to 24% for companies 


using 150,000.000 or more feet of 
film in 1941, as a measure condi- 
tioned to some extent by the fact 


that most major studios such as 
Paramount, Metro, Warners and Uni- 
versal had already completed a great 
part of their 1942-43 releases, major 
film company toppers still look to 
engineers for the development of 
some film-saving device. This, it 
is believed, will in the Iong run be the 
only salvation for an industry faced 
with ever-tightening Government 
control over raw film stock distri- 
bution 

Understanding is that raw film is 
to be doled out on a quarterly basis 
and that the percentage of allocation 
may be revised either downward or 
upward at any time that conditions 
warrant. 

Immediate film needs for the 
Army and Navy from accounts, are 
far lower than estimates for reserve 
stock requisitions originally pre- 
sented. Situation is subject to 
change, however. 

Major company execs stated last 
week that the current rationing order 
was by no means to be regarded as 
the last word on raw film supplies, 
although it clarified the situation for 
the current year. That sentiment 
among various elements in the War 
Production Board still veers towards 
a 50% celluloid cut, as originally, 
is substantiated by the feeling within 
the trade that the industry must 
find a solution to the raw film prob- 
lem before more drastic rationing 
measures are imposed. 

Successful development of a device 
such as the Sponsable three-sprocket 
projector, envisaging a saving of 
some 25% (or hundreds of millions 
of feet annually) in raw film, added 
to the cut already in force, would 
be considered sufficient to satisfy 
the authorities. At the same time 
such a process would maintain p-o- 
duction at nearly normal levels and 
result in a considerable reduction 
in cost of production. Whether pro- 
jectors can be changed in time to 
forestall further rationing, is re- 
garded as a question which some 
quarters are inclined to answer fa- 
crably while others take the nega- 
tive viewpoint. Large numbers of 
independent exhibitors are, of course, 
opposed to a change on the grounds | 
tnat they would not be able to use! 


reissues or foreign films | 





Ratio Details 

Washington, Sept. 22. 
Sliding scale reductions in the} 
amount of raw stock consumed in| 
entertainment films was _ decreed! 
Thursday (17) by the War Produc- | 
tion Board with the observation the} 
curtailment should not affect either 
the number or length of 1942-43) 
features. 

The anxiously awaited policy state- 
ment from Harold Hopper, chief of! 
the WPB’s motion picture section, 
ended the ‘temporary’ arrangement 
under which studios have been ex- 





' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


pecting the same amount of footage | 
as they consumed during 1941. Hop-| 
per put teeth in the priorities plan | 


p 
set forth a month ago under which 
newsreels and the armed forces get 
ail the raw stock they require. 

Limitations on re-issues were in-| 
cluded in the curtailment scheme, | 
which contained one pain-killer in| 
the form of limited raw stock bo- 
nuses for companies whose product 
is taken by the Army and Navy for 
screening at service-operated thea- 
tres in posts, camps, and bases. The 
Government will release 50% of the 
footage in prints commandeered by 
the armed services as a means of 
narrowing the gap between avail- 
able prints and bookings. 

Ample raw stock for completing of 
pictures in progress when the freeze 
order was issued (Aug. 20) was'| 
promised. The promise was con- 
ditional, however,. Hopper’s policy 
declaration explained this film will 
be forthcoming ‘in most instances’ 
but only if all shooting has been 
finished. 

‘Review and 





reconsideration’ will 


Zanuck’s staff, makes his debut as a 
Hollywood producer in ‘Project 47,’ 
a war picture. 

Shooting opens Sept. 28, with Ana- 
bella and John Sutton in the leads 
and John Brahms as director. 


be granted if the order results in 
‘special hardship,’ the WPB asserted, 
and any regular commercial picture 
may be lifted out of the limited raw 
stock quota if the Office of War 
Information decides it has ‘particu- | 
lar morale or propaganda value.’ 


The four ‘categories’ of films which . 
will not be restricted are identical 
with the classifications sketched = 3h Cincy Nahes 
the industry advisory committee at} 
the August meeting with Hopper. Ad ti Wh N 
Miniver’ Dati 





No limits are imposed on the amount 
of stock that will be available for 
(1) films for the armed forces; (2) 
pictures approved by the O.W.L 
Bureau of Motion Pictures (Lowell 
Mellett); (3) essential scientific pur- 
poses and research; and (4) news- 
reels, 





Allocations 


From the top of a 24% slice in the 
raw stock quotas for the biggest 
consumers, the allocation scheme | nabes have pooled together for the 
a psd ogee | first time to advertise that they are 
75,000,000 feet in 1941. The brackets ‘ playing a specified popular pic- 
are as follows: iture. Their campaign is focused on 

Over 150,000,000 feet Miniver,’ which did 


last year fonenidy ‘Mrs. 
(Metro), 76% allowance; between Rg ernie Rag ory age 
125,000,000 and 150,000,000 feet,|~  SOwnown 


(Par and 20th-Fox), 774%: between | 8Tossing heavily at those outlying 
100,000,000 and 125,000,000 feet | theatres where it is being shown. 
(Warners), 80%; between 75,000,000 | The exhibs are members of the In- 
and 100,000,000 feet (Col, RKO and | gignant Exhibitors Forum, recently 
Universal), 82%; under 75,000,000 | formed here with Willis Vance as 
feet, United Artists, Republic, Mono- | ohairman. 
gram, Producers Releasing Corp.. 
etc., 90%. 
Film will be made available for | 
(Continued on page 20) 


Cincinnati, Sept. 22. 
Exhibs operating 36 Greater Cincy 





The ad, three inches over two col- 
umns, which appeared in amusement 
i}sections of local dailies over the 
| weekend, reads: ‘To Suburban Thea- 
l tre Patrons: A number of suburban 


| theatres—who make every effort to 

3 SPROCKETER &: to their patrons all the good 
Pa pictures—deeply regret their inabili- 

| ty to show ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ We are 





junable to show, this picture because 
ithe ‘playing time’ demands of the 
distributors are, in our opinion, un- 
reasonable.” Under the announce- 


ment are listed the names of 36 the- 
In the Enquirer, Sunday (20), the 


directly above M-G’s 
three-column, nine-inch display on 
simultaneous screenings of ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ at five houses for the first 
four days of this week. 


ad appeared 





Independent exhibitors are strongly 
opposed to the introduction of new 
projection equipment such as the 
Sponable three-sprocket or other ap- 
paratus, contending it would be im- 
possible to use either reissues or for- Some of the Twin City independ- 
eign pictures. Opinion expressed by | ent exhibitors who cancelled ‘Mrs. 
indie chain and small theatre opera- | Miniver’ in a fight against percentage 
tors is that 2,000 to 3,000 theatres in | already are regretting their action. 
the United States, largely depend- It’s because they’ve started to re- 
ent on reissues and foreigns, would | ceive inquiries from their patrons as 
be adversely affected by any change- |to when thev’ll play it and because 
over, Metro has let it be known that the 

It is pointed out that exhibitors al- | picture positively will not be re- 
ready encounter difficulties in get- | offered. 
ting clear impressions from reprints What promises to help to make it 
of old pictures and that, if obliged to |eyen tougher for those exhibitors 
cut, trim or otherwise readjust old | who now have shut themselves out 
film, it would be virtually useless | from ‘Miniver’ is the fact that several 
for screen purposes. American Legion posts have gotten 

Producer-distributors with picture | behind the film and are, in effect, 
properties of high reissue value are | demanding its exhibition. The thea- 
also doubtful about the efficacy of tre men also are growing more and 





Embarrassment in Twin Cities 
Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 





|evasion of taxes on income derived 


proposed changes in projection ap- 
paratus, apart from the huge cost 
and skilled mechanical manpower 
required to make technical adjust- 
ments, 


JACK DIETZ INDICTED 
ON EVASION OF TAXES 


Jack Dietz, one-time film  pro- 
ducer, was indicted last week by the 
U. S. Treasury Dept. for alleged 








from illegal exhibition of prize fight 
films in interstate commerce during 
1936 and 1937. Arrainged yesterday 
(Tuesday) Dietz pleaded not guilty. 
Trial is set for Oct. 13 in N. Y. fed- 
eral court. 

The indictment followed a lengthy 
inquiry conducted by U. S. Attorney 
Mathias F. Correa, who stated that 
Dietz, through Super-Sports At- 
tractions, Inc., carried a monopoly 


| Ball, 
| praised it in his campaign addresses. 


|picture. It’s 





of the ‘bootleg business’ with the | 
aid of ‘gangster-type individuals’ | 
who allegedly saw to the safe con- 
duct of films, forced coHection from 
theatres, and prevented hijacking or 
reproduction of film prints by rivals. 


more uneasy, as federal, state and 
local officials single it out as a moa- 
rale builder. U. S. Senator J. H. 
running for reelection, as 


While the ‘boycotters’ profess to be 
fighting to buy 
has been indicated that what they’re 
really after is a lesser percentage. 
Under the 
would cost them approximately 50%, 


j;and the belligerents have declared 


they'll not pay such a sum for any 
known they expected 


that after they cancelled M-G-M 
would make them some counter- 
proposition. 





Lee Tracy As Producer, 
Star in News Series 





Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Lee Tracy signed a contract as 
star and co-producer in a4 series of 
six newspaper yarns with Jack 
Schwarz doing the other end of the 
co-producing job. First production 
is ‘The Payoff,’ slated to start Oct. 5. 


Schwarz has been _ releasing 


The setup was withdrawn, Correa | through Producers Releasing Corp., 


said, when the law banning such 
distribution was repealed in 1940. 


but is understood to be talking major 
deals for the new series, 





‘Mrs. Miniver’ flat, it | 


liding scale the picture | 








Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Louise Jordan drew player con- 
tract at RKO. 
Georgie Stoll renewed as musical 
conductor at Metro. 








Lynn Merrick’s player option 
picked up by Republic. 
Harry Stradling inked new 


cameraman ticket at Metro. 

Desi Arnaz inked pact at Metro. 

Ann Ayars’ player option lifted by 
Metro. 

Paul Osborn drew scripting ticket 
at Metro. 

Beatrice Pearson, 
signed by 20th-Fox. 

Emerson Crocker, 
ticketed at Metro. 

Robert Ellis drew scripting ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Donna Reed's player pact renewed 
by Metro. 

Lillie Hayward signed to write at 
20th-Fox. 

Don Porter inked new player pact 
at Universal. 

Helen Logan handed writing con- 
tract at 20th-Fox. 

Roseanne Murray’s player option 
lifted by 20th-Fox. 

John Larkin renewed as writer- 
director at 20th-Fox. 

Gus Schilling optioned for 
more pictures at Metro. 

Cecilia Parker’s contract renewed 


legit actress, 


junior writer, 


Two 


by Metro. 

Walter Slezak, Broadway actor, 
signed by RKO. 

Dorothy Kingsley inked writer 


pact at Metro. 

Franz Waxman, composer, signed 
by Warners. 

Veronica Lake’s option lifted by 
Paramount. 

Edmund Lowe, now on a Bond 
selling tour, signed to a contract at 
Columbia, 


WBS 2D BLOCK 
OF 5 READY 
FOR MARKET 


Starting to sell its first block of 
1942-43 pictures only a few weeks 
ago, Warner Bros. will immediately 
begin to offer its second group, also 
They 
throughout the 
last week and 








comprising five films. were 


screened country 


comprise ‘George 





Washington Slept Here,’ ‘The Hid- 
den Hand,’ “The Hard Way,’ ‘Fly- 
ing Fortress’ and ‘You Can't | 


Escape Forever.’ 
WB will seek percentage deals on 





two of these, the top allocation be- 
ing ‘George Washington,’ the second 
on percentage being ‘Hard Way.’ 

On the first 
high percentage 
Voyager, the 
Pacific.’ 


batch of 
picture is 


other ‘Across. the 


five, the 
‘Now, | 


Par’s 2d Block-of-5 

Paramount has packaged its second 
group of five pictures and will start 
selling them after screenings Sept. 
30 and Oct. 1. Company waited 
until last week to begin offering its 
initial batch of five films but has 
been taking contracts on ‘Holiday | 
Inn,’ sold singly, for some time. | 

The second group of °42-43 Par'| 
pictures wiil be ‘Forest Rangers,’ 
‘Road to Morocco,’ ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 





Cabbage Patch,’ ‘Street of Chance’ 
and ‘Henry Aldrich, Editor.” They} 
have all been screened privately at| 
the homeoffice for Par executives. 





M-G Air Corps Shorts 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Series of aeronautical cartoon 
shorts for the training division of 
the Army Air Corps will be made 
by a Metro troupe at Wright Field, 
Dayton, O. 
Animators and other technicians 
are under. supervision of Fred 
Quimby as executive producer. 





Bushels of Fun 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Joe E. Brown and Judy Canova 
draw co-starring spots in ‘Chatter- 
box,’ the Albert J. Cohen production 
at Republic. 

Joseph Santley draws the director 
chore, with filming slated to start 
Oct, 15. 





| tional 


ASCAP, ALLIED 
CONFAB OFF 
TILL OCT. 


Due to press of other matters, plug 
the vast amount of research neces. 
sary in making an analysis of cone 
ditions throughout the dgountry, 
meeting scheduled for this month 
between John G. Paine, general 
manager of American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
and Col. H. A. Cole, director of Ale 
lied States, Assn., to discuss seat tag 
relief for exhibitors, will not be 
held. While no date has been fixed 
for the session, it will probably be 
sometime in October. 

Paine and Col. Cole huddled more 
than two months ago to compare 
preliminary figures that had been 
gathered meantime with respect to 
shift in gross business done by film 
theatres, this having followed an 
initial overture from Allied last 
spring for a readjustment of the 
seat tax imposed on exhibs. 

The thought is to try to find some 
means of affording relief for thea- 
tres that have been hit by the war 
and should not be expected to pay 
the same rate of tax as charged 
others which are benefiting from 
present conditions. 


N.Y.U.’S ROUNDTABLE 
CONFAB WITH FILMERS 


Film industry executives have 
been called for a roundtable confer- 
ence with the faculty of the Motion 
Picture Department of New York 
University Thursday (24) to discuss 
training of students in line with 
wartime needs in show business, 
Robert Gessner, former film writer, 
is chairman of the faculty. 

Possibility of feeding the picture 
industry with new university-trained 
man and woman-power to replace 
those called into service will likely 
be discussed. 

Session marks the opening of the 
new academic year at NYU, where 
a four-year course in motion pice 
tures, leading to a Bachelor of Arts 
degree, was established last year 
with Prof. Gessner as chairman of 
the Motion Picture Department of 
the university. 

Among those attending the lunche 
eon-meeting tomorrow will be Are 
thur Mayer, Joe Hazen, Walter 
Wanger, Russell Holman, J. Robert 
Rubin, Jack Cohn, Richard C. Pate 
terson, Jr., Al Lewin, Adolph Zukor, 
Howard Dietz, Gus Eyssell, W. ©. 











| Michel, James Woolcott, Bill Mon- 


tague, Rouben Mamoulian, Richard 
Mealand, Eve Ettinger, James Shel- 
ley Hamilton, chairman of the Na- 
Board of Review; Philip 
Dunne, 





Coordinator Foy Splits 


Up His Schedule at 20th 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Bryan Foy, newly established as 
coordinator of production on the 
smaller-budgeted films at 20th-Fox, 
has turned over four pictures 
Originally assigned to his personal 
schedule, to other producers. Two 


go to Lee Marcus, one to Andre 
Daven and one to Sol M. Wurtzel. 
Production reins will be retained 


| bs’ Foy on ‘Hot Rubber,’ ‘Sioux City,’ 
| ‘Four-Star Murder Case,’ ‘I Escaped 


from Hongkong’ and a Coast Guard 
yarn, still untitled. 


Mixing ’Em Up at Col 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

War and escape themes get an 
even break in the eight new pic- 
tures slated for early production at 
Columbia. Military films are ‘Vic- 
tory Caravan,’ ‘Sabotage,’ ‘There’s 
Something About a Soldier’ and 
‘The Commandos.’ 

Non-war tales are ‘Pal Joey,’ ‘The 
Farewell Waltz,’ ‘The First Woman 
Doctor’ and ‘The Cover Girl.’ 








Seek Sunday Ban 
East Liverpool, O., Sept. 22 
Church forces are circulating pe- 
titions urging banning of Sunday 


theatrical and Picture shows. 
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OTHER BIZ LOOKS TO 





Early Demise of UMPI Predicted 


Although Many Favor Continuing It 





Fears that an early and quick 
funeral will be held for the United 
Motion Picture Industry grew dur- 
ing the past week following the an- 
nounced desire of William F. Rodg- 
ers, chairman of the committee of 
the whole, to resign from that post, 
coupled with what amounts to an 
implacable attitude on the part of 
Paramount and Warner Bros. with 
respect to giving the movement fur- 
ther support, financial or otherwise. 


Death sentence may be imposed on 
UMPI by the end of this week, it is 
said, but meantime an office is being 
maintained in the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
with Leon Bamberger, executive sec- 
retary, in charge. Loaned to the 
UMPI movem: t by RKO, where he 
was sales promotion manager, Bam- 
berger will return to that post if the 
word comes along UMPI is being 
folded. 

According to latest advices, neither 
Par nor WB has any intention of 
yielding from the policy enunciated 
in connection with the continuance 
of UMPI. Both companies have 
been opposed’ to conciliation from 
the start and although it was felt 
in inner UMPI circles that they 
might ultimately fall in line, under- 
stood on inside that the two decree 
distributors feel that adjustment of 


disputes with their customers, 
through complicated conciliation 
means, such as proposed by UMPI, 


encourage the playing of 

WB and Par prefer to set- 
tle their own differences with 
tomers and have insisted that 
stand ready to do the right 
as occasion 


would 
politics 
cus- 
they 
thing 
arises. 
Meantime, it is pointed that 
50me apprehension exists concern- 
ing the possible attitude of Thur- 
man Arnold, assistant attorney gen- 
eral, if UMPI were continued be- 
cause it would represent an organ- 
ized industry front ‘and Arnold may 
not like anything entailing con- 
certed action.’ 


oul 


‘He gave the sales plan of UMPI | 


a kick in the pants,’ one high exec- 
utive close to UMPI declared, ‘but 
only after he had strung us along, 


causing much expense and cost of 
time.’ The high source suggested 
that maybe Arnold likes publicity. 
Another calls him ‘the unpredict- 
able.’ 
Says Rodgers 

In his letter to members of the 

UMPI committee, in which he still 


nr 


clung to a hope for the survival o 
the organization, although resigning 
as chairman. Rodgers noted 
‘many who were close to 


hat 
tnat 


the situa- 


tion and some who had discussed 
the plan with Mr. Arnold were 
shocked and plunged into bewilder- 


ment at the statement that such 
concerted iction will not be made 
the basis of any action by the de- 
partment, and have 
whether the whole plan of better in- 
dustry understanding would have to 
be abandoned.’ 

Since its organization $22,500 has 
been paid into UMPI, the five con- 
sent distribulors (Metro, Par. WB 
RKO, 20th-Fox) having donated $19,- 
500, exhibitor groups $3,000. 

Most of this money, it is pointed 
Out by an antagonist of UMPI, has 
been paid to cover travel and other 
Expenses of UMPI committee 
bers entailed largely in working out 
the sales plan which is now a ‘dead 
Pigeon.’ 


Holdouts . 
Although Metro,’ RKO and 20th 
are in favor of a continued exist- 


ence for UMPI, together with various 
exhibitor units who see value in co! 
Ciliation and a revised system of 
arbitration, the unwillingness of Par 
and WB to come along aggravates 
the situation badly. Not only that 
but the Little Three (United Art- 
ists, Universal and Columbia) have 
refused to have anything to do with 
UMPI from the beginning. 


~ 
ne- 


cg odeers, in Washington Monday 
21) and yesterday (Tuesday), is 


Said to have received several re- 
sponses to his last week's letter ex- 
pressing sentiment in favor of main- 
taining UMPI. He is also believed 
to have talked to some-of the UMPI 





wondered | 


| pect of 





| 





mem- | 


} Us, we 


| was filed in N. Y. supreme court 


committee members personally, but 
to date no meeting has been sched- 
uled to discuss the matter in a 
round-table fashion. This might not 
be necessary, especially if the ma- 
jority of members are against re- 
taining UMPI. 
In his letter Rodgers said: 


‘Regardless of what the future of 
UMPI may be, I feel that I must 
ask to be relieved of my duties as 
chairman. In the same breath I 
want you to know that I will give 
to whomever is selected in case you 
develop plans for the continuance 
of UMPI every possible assistance.’ 


He threatened to resign before 
when exhibs balked at the sales 
plan distributors were willing to 
agree to under UMPI, but was 


talked into staying on the job. 
Brandt For It 
Strongly advocating the retention 
of United Motion Pieture Industry, 
Harry Brandt, president of the In- 
depndent Theatre Owners Assn. and 
a prime mover in the organization 


of UMPI, has sent telegrams to 15 | 
com- | 


other exhib members of the 
mittee of the whole suggesting a 
meeting at which distributors would 
be asked to sit in. 


This action followed quickly on 
the heels of the letter sent out by 
Bill Rodgers, chairman of the com- 
mittee, in which he tendered his 
resignation 

Brandt's telegram was as follows: 


‘You 
the same 


Rodgers, 


have undoubtedly received 
letter as I have from Bill 
and in spite of present as- 
entire UMPI situation I am 
firmly convinced, and I hope you 
will agree with me, that we exhib 
itors should take hold of UMPI and 
save it from oblivion. UMPI, in 
spite of one part of it sliced away 
by Arnold, can do much to 
future unity in our business, espe- 
cially for us exhibitors. May I sug- 
gest a meeting to be called as quic- 
ly as possible at some central point 
sponsored by all exhibitor 
of UMPI and that 
vite the distributors t 
exhibitors pay 
in order to show how deeplys 
UMPI. Would 
ciate an expression from you at yo 
earliest convenience.’ 


assure 


nembers 
we exhibitors in- 


‘ 


» Sil n wit! 


ng all ex- 
penses 
we 


feel about appre- 


Meyerberg Asks $70,000 
Of Disney, Banker in Suit 


Charging Breach of Pact 


A suit against Walt Disney Pro- 
ns and Kidder, Peabody & C 
financing was 


aucbio 


house, disclosed last 


week in which Michael Meyerberg 
| plaintiff, seeks $70,000 as compen- 
isation for services allegedly due him 


agreement 
Action 


in negotiating a business 
between the two defendants. 


ask- 
examination 


jing an before trial of 
| Roy O. Disney, brother of the pro- 
iducer, and Frederick L Moore 
l}execs of the defendant firms 
Meyerberg claims he had helpec 
lbring the two organizations t 
| gether dur 1939 ar 1940 and 
lthere had been a agreem<¢ 
compe! te h H c I I 
| cite e tra yn in Api 1940 
| whe the financial house handled the 





sale of 150.000 shares of 
preferred stock, valued at $3,750,000 


Answers filed by the defendant: 


deny the agreement and claim that 
Meverberg acted individually and 
without authorization. 


Joan Leslie New Terp 
Partner for Astaire 


Sept. 22. 
Leslie from 


Hollywood, 

RKO borrowed 
Warners for the 
role opposite Fred Astaire in ‘Look 


Joan 


Out Below,’ to be*produced by David | 


Hempstead. Picture goes into work 
in mid-October, directed by Edward 
H. Griffith. 

It's part of a sc! 
swapping deal. 


: Paw of 
Ipt-for -Star- 


ap 
A 


PIA 





WAR-AFFEGTED, 
EYE EXHIBITION 


- 


Business Casualties Result- 
ing From Wartime Re- 
strictions, or Fearing 
‘Non-Essential’ Onus, Try 
Breaking Into Film Thea- 
tre Operations — Figure 
It’ll Be Least Hurt for 
Duration 


STATISTICS 





Civilian-business casualties of the 
war, either already forced out of 
business due to curtailment of 





Disney | 


romantic-dancing | 


civilian goods or having reason to 
fear additional pressure on non-es- 
sential manufactures, are trying to 
' break into picture house operation. 
| Beliet is that despite some eventual 
| restriction on theatres, either by de- 


4 
—_—_—_— ¥ 





cree or indirectly via_ celluloid 
rationing, show biz will be among 
ithe least affected industries in war- 
time, 

| Pointing up potential casualties jn | 
civilian goods trade, the Senate} 
Committee on Small Business last 
' week announced series of meetings 


beginning Sept. 29 for the purpose of 


studying the problem. Industrial 
tatistics compiled indicate a sharp 


drop likely this year in various 
fields, ranging from a 76% decline in 
lew and used car dealers to an| 
8°. drop in fuel and ice. Household 
appliances, heating, plumbing, farm 
implement and _ building material | 
dealers will affected to a 
large extent 

As a result, it is reported by east- 
ern theatre circuit operators, coin is 
being offered around in liberal quan- 


also be 


tities by both investors likely to be 
forced out: of usual business activi- 
ties and refugees, many of whom} 


considerable 


succeeded in getting 
money out of Europe ahead of Hitler. 


Some of these investors have al- 
eady gobbled up a few minor sit- 
tions, finding virtually impos- | 


sible to buy into profitable theatre 


yperation. Attempts to line up with 

some of the smaller circuits have 
proved fruitless 

Meantime boom in picture house 

grosse has also attracted offers on 

¢ oduction front from  protes- 

a weli as i n-show busiriess | 

Due to raw stock limita- 

tion owever, major distribs such | 

is Unit Al find that they are 

being offered more independent 

i deals than they can use and 

e holding out for high story, talent 


value 


and production 


Fearing Ceiling on 


Milwaukee, Sept. 22 





Throughout this area there has 
been another general upping of ad- | 
niss1o} prices - the second since 
Labo and the tilt in most 
( r a € above previ yu 1ees, 
so there scarcely a theatre left, | 
oO ! tter how lowly. where a dime 
will buy a ticket at any time. 

le they are not generally ad- 

ng it, the exhibs are in fear 
freeze on admission prices and 

‘all want to be sure of having their 
| ceilin g high enough so they can’t 


llose if that time comes. 
they can always come down if con- 
ditions justify a cut, but they might 
not be permitted to go up, so they're 
piaying safe. Also, with war indus- 
try booming and money plentiful in 
getting all 
can while the getting is good 


4 


town, they aim on 


nis 
tfii 


Mpls. Reaction to Upped B.O. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 22 
First public adverse reactions to- 
| ward boosting of admission price 
| are in evidence hereabout 


ana 


They figure | 


Yelling Over Rentals, Percentages, 
Exhibs Reluctant to Make Deals 


Until Seeing What the Circuits 


>A. 





La 4 


Rowland Keeps Climbing 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Roy Rowland, former shorts di- 
rector, graduates into the feature- 
length class at Metro with the di- 
rectorship of ‘Mr. Justice Goes 
Hunting,’ a Robert Sisk production. 

Starting out as a script clerk, 
Rowland has worked on the Culver 
City lot for 12 years. 


ALLIED'S “SWAP 
INFO’ TO BUCK 
DISTRIBS 


Detroit, Sept. 22. 
Although Allied ‘Caravan’s’ first 
session here was a closed meeting 





during the discussion of buying 
problems. reliable information is 
that a program is on foot for a na- 


tionwide ‘exchangs exhib- 
itors. The meetings 
by more than 100 independents, in- 
cluding heads of Co-operative The- 
atres of Michigan and the new Mich- 
igan Independent Exhibitors Asso- 
ciation, a buying combine. The lat- 
ter group came out with an approval 
of the ‘Caravan’ following the 
discussion which, it was indicated, 
went along lines of state and other 
groups exchanging information to 
prevent any section from getting ‘a 
raw deal.’ 

Basic plan would be to have the 
key men from the various state or- 


petween 
were attended 


idea 


ganizations confer before the sell- 
| ing season and map out a united ac- 
tion. If any company offered an in- 
equitable deal in one territory such 
a program might call for 1 being 
left out of the buying everywhere | 
to give the exhibitors the chance of 
showing their full strength 

‘ ’ se 

Wookey’ for Fineman 

Hi Sé w) 

\M 1B P. Fine re 
I il of r f ( 
one vea ) e 

Next irt wv e ‘The Wookey,’ a 
taie O I i] i n the | t } 
Channel whi la Caso! i! ed 
briefl on Broadyw 


Admish, M'wkee 


iad « ‘ Ses ee 
raea aS a Varn 


signal by distributon who are 


paring to demand advanced scales 


for certain release trade leaders 
declare It is indicated that. de pite 
comparative prosperity, with em- 
ployment Wage farm income, etc.., 
at a high for recent year the ceil- 
ing has been reached for theatre ad- 
missions for the present, at least. 


One thing that has helped to make 
the public price and re- 
sentful when admissions are upped 
is all the newspaper talk about ceil- 
ings, inflation and price rising curbs, 
exhibitors feel. 

The Orpheum tried a nickel raise 
to 60c -after 5 p.m. 


after 


conscious 


for stage shows, 


4 


week went 
There 
squawks at the boost. it’ 


In Grand R apid 


but a single k to 


previous scale. were many 
said 


T 
Ninn near nere 


| the city council has received pro- 
tests against increased theatre ad- 
| missions and is using its influence 
to get them lowered. Complaints | 
also have poured in when pictures 
here are presented at advanced 
prices 








Selling on the current (1942-43) 
season has started out slowly, with 
subsequent runs in particular biding 
their time to see what the circuits 
in front of them will do. Addition- 
ally, accounts already approached by 
salesmen are raising a howl] against 
the rentals demanded on pictures 
now being sold, including those on a 
full-line basis and those that are 
being sold in small blocks. 


Exhibitors who in the past have 
bought flat are sounding off because 
distributors are trying to force them 
to go for percentage deals. In some 
instances, the distribs are demand- 
ing percentage or nothing On cer- 
tain pictures, with several distribs 
attempting to get 35% and 40%. 
In the case of decree companies, in 
many cases an effort is being made 
to obtain high percentages on at 
least two films out of five with no 
cancellation permitted where the 
packages are not larger than five. 

At the present time distribs are 
offering a goodly number of pictures 
singly, all on percentage and some 
at advanced admission scales. These 
include ‘Holiday Inn,’ ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ 
‘Bambi,’ ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambersons’ and ‘Tales of 
Manhattan.’ 

UMPI Disappointment 


Among other things, buyers are 


| disappointed over the failure of the 


United Motion Picture Industry sales 
plan because under it no distrib 
could sell a picture singly unless 


it had been previously roadshown at 


advanced prices similarly to the 
practice followed prior to the de- 
cree. 

Circuits with first-run theatres 


are beginning to pick up new sea- 


son’s (1942-43) film because it is 
needed at this time, while subse- 
quents, still with bookings to be 
completed, are waiting as in the 


past. Meantime, many deals of a 
selective nature are being closed by 


| circuits which are taking films for 


i tured are for 


| 
| 


Ups B.0. Scale but Mpls. Forced to Cut 


vice i 


| 


given spot Metro, with its origi- 
|nal group of eight, now raised to 12, 


has obtained quite a number of such 
bookings. 
Among deals signa- 


group with 


major circuit 


RKO’s first 


the Fox-West Coast circuit. which 
1as also taken ‘Pride of Yankees’ and 
RKO circuit closing for Warner 
Bros. first block of five as well as 
the initial group offered by 20th-Fox. 


Loew circuit has taken ‘Holiday 
Inn’ from Paramount, also bought 
by various other accounts. Par, how- 
ever, has only farted to sell its 


first batch of five for this year, being 
the last of the decree companies to 
give the salesmen the signal to ap- 
proach exhibitors 

WB, which has sold ‘Dandy’ in 
numerous spots, closed a circuit deal 


on the picture during the past week 
when it sold the film to Butterfield. 
Roy Haines, eastern sales manager, 
was in Detroit to negotiate t deal 
, Edw: 1 ( Beatt) 

Beef for Gas 

Philadelphia, Sept. 22 

Now it’s the film salesmen who are 

raising | quawk for more gasoline 


in Philly. A formal request for a 


larger gasoline allotment has been 
made by Motion Picture Associates, 
film salesmen organization, to the 
State Rationing Board. 

The pix peddlers claim that they 
burn a lot of petrol calling on small 
town exhibs, not only for the pur- 


pose of selling their own product, 
but to plug the showing of Govern- 
ment-made patriotic shorts. 
K-A-O’s $7 Divvy 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum directo ; 
oint $7 annual divi- 


tained its usual 
dend rate Jast week by declaring the 
customary quarterly divvy of $1.75. 
Dividend will be paid out of oper- 
ating surplus. 

Divvy. which covers the quarter 
ending Sept. 30, is payable Oct. 1 to 
stcckholders on record Sept. 25 
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Wednesday, September 23, 1942 





George Washington Slept 








Here 

WwW ne Bre elease of Jerry Wald pro- 
a tior Stars Jack Ber 2 
fe ] Chi bu 
HH é Meb Wil 
Re olds Hi Step) 
W im Keigt Fr« 
ne by Moss t an 
} ptat rveret 
Ri h Daw photog: 
} } VI n N y 
ning time, 93 MINS. 
Bill Fuller... ccsceccocessere .Jack Benny 
( nie Fuller...ccce-seeceee--Ann Sheridan 
Incle Stanley..ccccccesss:: Charles Coburn 
M Kimber. ...cccccccesess Percy Kilbride 
Hester WerTerTe TT TT Te Hattie MeDaniel 
Steve Eldridge oeapeceess William Tracy 
EE, | ens 64 004 ee eoee- Joyce Reynolds 
Rena Leslie...... eccccecvcesecs: Lee Patrick 
Mr. Prescott....cccccscecees Charles Dingle 
Clayton Evans eeccceccecs John Emery 
Raymond ..... eccccsvervese Dougias Croft 
Sen OMMIRS.. . oc0000603 0s Harvey Stephens 
Mr. Gibney -eeee--+s-Franklin Pangborn 


The Moss Hart-George S. Kaufman 
play, moderate legit hit of two sea- 
sons back, becomes a sock comedy 
o. the screen under astute handling 
and with Jack Benny in the prin- 
cipal laugh role. Ernest Truex had 
it on the stage. Fact that ‘George 
Washington Slept Here’ has played 
strawhats and toured throughout the 
country since leaving Broadway 
bolsters its film boxoffice value. 
Strong grosses and extended dating 
are certain. 

For Benny, himself of no mean 
b. . importance, the part of the city 
fellow, who unwillingly struggles 
through trying to make a home out 
of an old abandoned country house, 
is rich in the sort of thing he does 
best. With others in the picture as 
vital cogs, Benny is in there pitch- 
ing in nearly every scene. He 
hardly has time to get his breath, 
since much of the dialog is allocated 
to him. Wher he isn’t using his 
voice, he’s falling into’ wells, 
stumbling against things, rolling 
downstairs or, in other ways, con- 
t-ibuting to tre fun. 

A lot of the ction is modified 
slapstick, while for relief there are 
many sequences of a highly amus- 
ing domestic character. Majority of 
tl.e action takes place in and around 
the battered old house of Colonial 
days which Benny’s wife (Ann 
Sheridan) buys without his knowl- 
edge. Smitten by back-to-the-land 
rmhitions, Miss Sheridan buys the 
ramshackle joint in the _ belief 
George Washington once slept there. 

This turns out to be true, discovery 
of an old lette’ written by Gen. 
Washington coming at a time when 
it looks like Benny and Miss Sheri- 
dan are going tc lose their 
estate by foreclosure. 

What they and others go through 
in getting it into shape, making it 
livable, has in the interim provided 
a flock of laughs. Everything hap- 
pens to Benny particularly, includ- 
ing even a suspicion that his wife 
has gone loco “or an antique dealer. 
Because of the scope of the camera, 
as against the limitations of the 
stuge, it has been possible for Jerry 


Wald, producer, and William Keigh- | 


ley, who directed, to go afield for 
added settings and situations. 

_ Lending terrific comical impact 
is Perey Kilbri sour-faced care- 


taker, who harries Benny and Miss 
Sheridan at every turn about im- 
proving the household facilities. 


suc.] as trying to get a well that will 





little | 


voltage of Don Ameche and Joan 
| Bennett will have to carry it through 
the regular for nominal 
biz. 

Story follows 
but, although 


bookings 


too-familiar route 
bumpy in spots, man- 
ages to rate a few laughs and 
just many silly situations. 
Ameche, playboy son of a Venezuela 
rubber planter, arrives in New York 
| to negotiate a huge loan to expand 
the outfit due to rubber shortage 
Miss Bennett is a rich American 
whose coin is frozen in England and 
hence’ penniless. She rents her 
apartment to Ameche, and stays on, 
through circumstance, as the maid. 
After rounds of mild farcical situa- 
tions in the layout, pair fall in love; 


gene 


as 


there’s the momentary split; and 
final clinch when the girl helps 


Ameche redeem himself by clinching 
the loan. 

Ameche is grooved in a familiar 
role, while Miss Bennett is not quite 
up to requirements to convincingly 


put over farce. Billie Burke is a 
flustering sccialite; Frank Craven a 
crusty tire manufacturer; Helene 


Reynolds a typical catty girl-friend; 
and Alan Dinehart attorney for Miss 
Bennett. Rest of cast is minor sup- 
port. 

Original tale hews closely to the 
familiar pattern with no deviation, 
and script’s few bright moments are 
overshadowed by the bumpy and 
ridiculous situations that only most 
partial customers will countenance. 
Director Harold Schuster does the 
best he can with the material pro- 
vided. 

Production mounting is elaborate 
for the virtually one-apartment set- 
ting, and photography is standard 
throughout. Further editing would 
assist to give the picture a lift. 

Valt. 


THE HARD WAY 
(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 19. 
Warner Bros. of Jerry Wald pro- 


release 


duction. Stars Ida Lupino, Dennis Morgan, 
Joan Leslie. Directed by Vincent Sher in 
Screenplay by Daniel Fuchs and _ Peter 
Vierte camera, James Wong Howe; edi- 
tor, Thomas Pratt special effects, Wil- 
liard montages, Don Siegel; 


Van Engei 


dialog di 











irecto Harold Winston; dances, 
LeRoy Prinz i by M. K. Jerome and 
Jack Scholl sst. director Elmer Decker. 
Tradeshow: n 1 \ Sept i8, °42 Run- 
ning time, 108 MINS, 
Helen Chernen ..Ida Lupino 
} Paul Collir ee eee Dennis Morgan 
| Katnerine Chernen.......... Joan lie 
| Albert i) err eae Jack Carson 
| 1 i: DE cs syebandedednws Gladys George 
|} Waitress LEE 
1SORR BOASTUC, 20006 c00000 Paul Cavanagh 
LMGra Bithore.<céaccdes Leona Maricle 
1s Me. CHOPROR. .ccccocsce Roman Bohnen 
| wom GID. « cicévcese Ray Montgomery 
eA eee Julie Bishop 
Cee WR cvsvenceeosavs Nestor Paiva 
(RRA er ee Joan Woodbury 
| Dorshka ‘ Ann Doran 
| Motion Picture Executive Thurston Hall 
Flo Charles Judels 
| Fre Lou Lubin 
(ne mn Jody Gilbert 
omens 
| The cold calculations of a ruthless 
and conniving woman form the 


| basis of this dramatic display, which 
despite its extended running time 
holds sufficient for 


customers to a prof- 


interest 
i 
Mane 


attraction for the 


women 


itable 


regular runs. 











the | 


Top trio of Ida Lupino, Dennis Mor- | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘George Washington Slept 
Here’ (WB). Smash b.o. comedy 
based on stage play; Jack Benny 
and Ann Sheridan starred. 

‘Girl Trouble’ (20th). Roman- 
tic farce of familiar trend. Mild 
entertainment of B-plus calibre 
for nominal biz in regular runs. 

‘The Hard Way’ (WB) (Songs). 
Good drama, despite overlength, 
will hit profitable biz in regular 
runs, 

‘Springtime in the Rockies’ 
(20th) (Songs) (Color). Breezy 
filmusical for general audiences. 
Hefty grosser. 

‘You Can’t Escape Forever’ 
(WB). Newspaper-gangster mel- 
ler, remake of ‘Hi, Nellie.’ Pass- 
able program support in duals. 

‘Top Sergeant’ (U). Leo Car- 
rillo and Andy Devine in an in- 
nocuous Army film. Okay for 
the duals. 

‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep). Familiar 
aviation motif, localed in China, 
okay for the duals. 

‘Tu Enes La Paz’ (Argentine). 
Well-done Spanish - languager; 
good for Latin audiences. 

‘The Hidden Hand’ WB). No- 
name horror dualer; strictly for 
lesser programmers. 

‘Secret Mission’ (British). Okay 
for war-minded audiences. 

‘Seliga Solberg’ (Swedish). 
Unlikely, though native-language 
audiences may go for it. 








grue, Leona Maricle, Roman Bohnen 
and Nestor Paiva. 

Picture carries one big produc- 
tion number on stage, with Miss Les- 
lie doing song-an-dance to ‘I Love to 
Dance,’ a lively tune. Gir] aiso sings 
‘Was I Blue’ impromptu, and teams 
with Carson for rendition of ‘Latin 
From Manhattan’ in cafe tryout. 
Morgan croons ‘Goodnight My Dar- 
ling’ from bandstand. ‘Dance’ and 
‘Darling’ both have chance for pop 
attention. Dance numbers staged by 
Leroy Prinz are of high standard, 
though briefly footaged. 

Production mounting is topgrade, 
with photography by James Wong 





Howe of same rating. Walt. 
Springtime in the Rockies 
(Songs) 
(TECHNICOLOR) 


Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


20th Century-Fox rel 








ise of William Le- 

Baron production, Features Betty Grable, 
John Payne, Carmen Miranda, Cesar Ro- 
nero, Charlotte Greenwood, Edward Ever- 
*tt Herton, Harry James and Music Makers. 
Directed by Irving Cummings Screenplay 
by Walter Bullock and Ken Englund: 
adapted by Jacques Thery,. based on story 
by Philip Wyle; camera, Ernest Palmer; 
editor, Robert Simpson: 4d es, Hermes 
Pan; music, Alfred Newman; songs, Mack 
Gordon and Harry Warrer Tradeshown in 
L. A. Sept. 18, '42. Running time, 90 MINS, 
Vicky oe ‘ wevererey ik Grabie 
LD Tohn Payne 
R ee me Miranda 
1 jan s & Mu Makers r'} m ives 
Ve Cesar I nero 
Ph G \ ( rlotte G T od 
McTavish Edw i Everett Horton 
Or I Br I ink Orth 
J G n 

Hayden 
This is another in the extended list 
of 20th-Fox’s elaborate filmusicals 


Enhanced by Technicolor 
and boasting a topline 


mounting, 
group of 


| major league performers, picture is 


yield water, ete. Kilbride, perfect | ©?" and Joan Leslie will provide | 
for the part, plays t excellently, and | aaequate marquee dressing. 
in the cider-drinking sequence is a Story looks like ne th udio 
near-panic, especially when he starts | Might have picked up for Bette Da 
rf ing ‘Ill Never Smile Again,’ is, but M Lupino does full jus 
W out warning tice to he < iracterization of the 
Charles Coburn, as a nuisance | calloused and cold-blooded individ- 
relati and Hattie McDaniel, the | devoid of any favorable qual- 
maid, both lend valuable aid in 
U-cring the risibilities. Lesser as-| Miss Lupino lifts herself and in- 
signments are carried out efficient] genue sister-in-law, Joan Leslie, out 
by William Tracy, Joyce Reynolds. | of the dust of a coal mining town 
Lee Patrick, and others. ‘| when she marries the girl off to 
Mi Sheridan performs nicely as Jack Carson, member of a_ small- 


Be nny s wife, evoking sympathy now 
and then because of her intense de- 
sir for things rustic and antique, a 
desire that almost meets with com- 
piete frustration. 

T 


in the direction, Keighley has very 





co-petently timed the laughs. 
Among other things the script of | 
Everett Freeman keeps the laughs | 
Cc ng in an unusually ste 


ady flow. 
Char 


GIRL TROUBLE 








Hollywood, Sept. 18 
l P ‘ | 
! i Al | 
I I } ( 
Pe I hi: He I ‘ I) 
l s S I a 
] I i Rile ( i “ 
i } I Vicki Baum and Guy 7 
ye ra dw d Cronjager; edi 
R Frited Tradeshowr n L. A. Sep 
17, ‘42. Running time, 81 MINS, 
SOMO FONiVaN 6.50. Lesawkes Don Amechy 
uP Lye RV se tcaeasse's Bennett 
\ Rowland Burke 
A Murdock Flint Craven 
C¢) Bat Dinehart 
Heler bet 1 : Reynolds 
t ( ! or Bonan l 
SECCPEG i 6 i305 22aeeaboe é fed North 
= Lb Merrick 
nt ERs -isbtewssaneteeseees Dale Evans 
PUTING eee eee eeeeees Rosear Murray 
$0 600680 00% ] ie ¥- 
J Piteeneeeece \ 5 r 
A) ROGyY 6208660006 r 1 Marshali 
PIGUEM A kia va wis daar ‘ Greig 
RENCMOD Ss 44 eos Wks coe ans wh Crehar 
SPA ONE s 5260 bce hantbwatoe M Moreland 
ba Di evet Cres easenescen Arthur Loft 
ceccne eGecceese.s+---dOhHN Kelly 
I) PidoseSeekawsive stats, Matt McHugh 
M = Ps 80s BHE0 8 658064088 George Lessey 
I Mesescoesesteeece hd Stanley 
VW Edith Evanson 
‘Girl Trouble’ tugs and strains 
ene é parkle and levity in dis- 
} a r ntic tarce—but uc- | 
‘ V ld wav. Marquee 


~ | take 


to | 


time song-and-dance team, who hits 


town on aé_e three-day _ booking. 
Shrewdly planning, Miss Lupino goes 


along, but her ideas of shoving Miss 
Leslie into the act gets stiff opposi- 


| 


| Cesar 


a breezy and tuneful bundle of en- 
tertainment geared for present audi- 
ence requirements. It’s solid enter- 
tainment, aiming for hefty grosses 
all along the line. 

Talent list brings together a slick 
cast recognized for individual abil- 
ities in their respective lines. Betty 
Grable, in addition to providing eye 
appeal as the femme lead, steps out 
with several song and dance num- 
bers of showmanship calibre. Car- 
men Miranda develops as a come- 
dienne to add to her effervescing de- 
lit of South American 


liveries son 
Romero teams with 


Miss 


aoc 


| Grable for two dances of high merit; 


| tion from Morgan. But the shrewd 
moves Of Miss Lupino break up the | 
act; splits the married pair; and | 
swings the girl into eventual star- | 
dom in a hit musical on Broadway. 
Snubbed by both hi wife and Miss 
Lupi 0, when h¢ nop into New 
| York, Carson commits suicide. Mor- 
| San, now a successful bandleader, 
steps in to get the girl away from 
| her female Svengali, but also finds 
himself unable to cope with the 
| manipulations of Miss Lupino. Lat- 
ter then produces a dramatic play | 
with the girl, which busts on open- 


| ing night for move-in of Morgan to 
her in his arms. Short prolog 
has Miss Lupino jumping off a wharf 
|} and carted to a hospital for flash- 
; back of the story, and epilog picks 
| her up again for the demise without 
revealing her identity. 

| Both 
| 


script and direction devote 
plenty of footage to display of the 
varied characters introduced, and 
| the conflict raging continually be- 


} tween Miss Lupino and all those who 
| might stand in ber way. She brushes 


| 

| aside everyone, but Morgan comes 
| back repeatedly to eventually win 
|} out. Pace could be speeded through 
_further editing of excess running 
| time. 

| Miss Lupino turns in a strong por- 
| trayal as the designing woman, 


| while Miss Leslie sparkles through- 
| out as the girl motivating the entire 
Morgan is fine as the song- 
and-dance man, while Carson catches 


i tale. 


|attention as the easy-going small- 
time hoofe Good support is pro- 
vided Fave Emme! on, John Sha- 





while Charlotte Greenwood and Ed- 
Everett Horton prominently 
display their particular brands of 
comedy. Harry James and his band 

currently one of the tops in pop- 
ularity—round out the entertain- 
ment factors. John Payne holds his 
cwn in the fast company. 

Story is a light framework on 
which to hang the various numbers 
and specialties. Miss Grable and 
John Payne, co-stars in a Broadway 
musical, are romantically inclined— 
but he has a weakness for pretty 
girls, which keeps them continually 


ward 


battling. When the show closes, Miss 
Grable joins her former dancing 


partner, Romero, for a western tour, 
but Payne follows to Lake Louise 
to woo her back to a new Broad- 
way show. En route, the inebri- 
ated Payne picks up Horton, as his 
valet, and Miss Miranda as his secre- 
tary. At the resort it’s the familiar 
story development until Payne wins 
back the girl—and then rounds up 
all the talent for a new Broadway 
show. 

Picture opens backstage, with Miss 
Grable and Payne given production 
background for duet of ‘Run, Little 
Raindrop, Run’ close to the start. 
Introduction to the Lake Louise re- 
sort is accompanied by colorful 
scenic shots. with Harrv James and 





| 
| 





orchestra rendering group of tunes 
easily identified with his programs. 
James and his boys are on later for 
another round of music, with Miss 
Grable and Romero appearing both 
times as a dance team. 

Miss Miranda romps merrily and 
spontaneously through the proceed- 
ings in colorful outfits, and also has 


two specialty sequences for songs 
with her string sextette. Her typ- 
ical Mirandan rendition of ‘Chat- 


tanooga Choo Choo’ hits a high spot 
in the proceedings. James and or- 
chestra plays ‘I Had the Craziest 
Dream,’ with band soloist singing the 


chorus. Finale production number 
brings all the principals on the stage 
for brief individual appearances in 


song and dance of ‘Pan Americana 
Jubilee. The three tunes by Mack 
Gordon and Harry Warren are of 
usual high standard for the team. 
Script is studded with laugh lines 
which are well distributed among 
the cast. Picture sags considerably 
towards the end, when story has to 
devote extended amount of footage 


to the romantic interludes without 
interruption of any song or dance 
specialties. But this is minor in the 
overall content of entertainment 
provided. 

Director Irving Cummings scores 
every opportunity to click with 
comedy situations and lines, and 
keeps tempo at a steady pace. Pro- 


ducer William LeBaron provides the 
picture with expensive and colorful 
mounting, and deftly dovetailed the 
excellent group of performers for 


maximum effect. Technicolor pho- 
tography by Ernest Palmer adds 
much to the general merit of the 
production. Walt. 


You Can’t Escape Forever 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Warner Bros. production and = velease 
Stars George Brent, Brenda Marshall; fea- 
tures Gene Lockhart, Roscoe Karns, Ed- 
ward Ciannelli, Paul Harvey, Edith Bar- 
rett. Directed by Jo Graham, Screenplay 
by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Hector Chevigny, 
from story by Koy Chanslor: camera, 


James Van Trees and Tony Gaudio; editor, 


David Weisbart; dialog director, Frank 
Fox; asst. director, Wilbur McGaugh; mon- 
tages, James Leicester. Tradeshown in 
4 A. Sept. 21, '42. Running time, %7 
MINS, 
Steve ‘Mitch’ Mitechell..... George Brent 
Laurie Abbott awale Brenda Marshall 
Cee . PROIEEIN sé 6.0400 caeae ..Gene Lockhart 
ga ee Re » Karns 
ee GO san 6 cateeans .-Edward Ciannelli 
ON es | ee Paul Harvey 
SO ee ee rere re Edith Barrett 
| Judge Hardaker.....c.-se> Harry Hayden 
| Charley Gates..... Charles Haltor 
| Reporter Davis....ccccecscs Don DeFoi 
Varney verre ee Joseph Downing 
CNR. 66s 6 ice Soanwee George Mieeker 
Mr, Crowder rer kerville Alde on 
Kirsty Lundstrom Mary Field 
eS Ee roe ee Bill Mdward 
REGGE wc censocscdocooes Dich Elliott 
SET oc ce-cestéaves cates Kdward McWade 
WOATGER. co cvceccsceoorees joseph Crehan 
ee eee ‘ Dick Wessel 
Loule.. ; - r Paul Ne lan 
‘You Can't Escape Forever’ is a re- 
make of ‘Hi, Nellie,’ first unreeled 
in 1934 without catching attention at 
the time. New version is a wild 
melange of a script writer’s dream 
of crazy doings in a metropolitan 


| ber 
Strictly for the duals, where it will | 


newspaper office, combined with do- 
ings of a gang dipping into the rub- 
and sugar bootlegging 


pass as supporting fare. 
Latest version has the basic prem- 


ise of the lovelorn column desk at 
the newspaper, with any staff mem- 
; ber in the doghouse drawing the as- 
signment until another victim ar- 
rive Racket gan angle h heen 
modernized slightly, but gets no lift 


in the new treatment 

George Brent is managing editor, 
with a hunch on _ news. stories. 
Brenda Marshall muffs an electrocu- 


'tion and is doghoused Brent fol- 
lows her in after getting the sheet 
in a jam with the underworld boss, 


| but makes the column a hit and gets 
from | 


| with 


+ 


a clue to an unsolved murder 
a correspondent. Trail takes him 
through the domain of Edward Ci- 
annelli, racket boss and night spot 
operator, for the usual dramatics 
and chase before the paper scores 
with the complete expose 

Brent romps through the role of 
managing editor and newshound 
with tongue-in-cheek attitude, with 
Miss Marshall a fast acting girl re- 
porter, and Roscoe Karns tagging 
along as a candid fotog. 
a typical screen gangdom 
support provided by 


Gene 


| Lockhart, Paul Harvey, Charles Hal- 





ton, George Meeker and Edith Bar- 
rett. 

Script by Fred Niblo, Jr., and Hec- 
tor Chevigny lacks lustre, despite 
attempts to give it plenty of action. 
Direction by Jo Graham is handi- 
capped by material provided. 

Walt. 


TOP SERGEANT 


Universal release of Ben Pivar produc- 


tion. Stars Leo Carrillo and Andy Devine; 
features Don Terry, Elyse Knox, Don Por- 
ter Directed by Christy Cabanne Screen- 
play, Maxwell Shane and Griffin Jay from 


an original by Larry Rhine and Ben Chap- 


rackets. | 


Ciannelli is | 
leader | 





out of the rookies. All of which js 
too big an order for this ‘B’ produc. 


tion. Between inept casting, syb- 
par scripting and some newsree] 
clips, howe--* the idea is still a 
good one. ue picture will make 


fair. filler for the 
Don Terry is a 


duals. 
hard-working qd) ill 





sergeant in the Engineer Corps. Leo 
Carrillo and Ar y Devine are his 
corporals with a penchant for get. 
ting into trouble and losing their 
stripes. Returning from a detail 
with a truckload of rookies, they get 
involved with a trio of escaping 
bank robbers. The three veteran 


soldiers help kill two of the heisters: 
the third escapes by knocking off the 
sarge’s brother, who disobeyed or- 
ders and tried to make the pinch on 
his own. The rest deals with the 
complications that ensue in tracking 
down the killer. 

Carrillo and Devine are okay but 
miscast in minor roles. Terry is a 
swell topkick, a creditable hero, but 
a wooden romantic. Elyse Knox, the 
colonel’s daughter, as the other half 
of the romance, hasn’t much to do, 
Don Porter, as the killer, does the 
best job. Fran. 


FLYING TIGERS 





Republic release of Edmund Grainger 
production, Stars John Wayne; features 
John Carroll, Anna Lee. Directed by Da. 
vid) Miller. Screenplay, Kenneth Gamet 
Rarry Trivers; original = story, Kenneth 
Gamet; camera, Jack Marta; editor, Ernest 
Nime., Previewed at Normandie, N. y¥ 
Sept. 22, '42. Running time, 98 MINS, 
i eee eee ..Jdohn Wayne 
Jw ee errr John Carroll 
Brooke Elliott....... Seeks sews Anna Lee 
rrr rere ecccccceesee..Faul Kelly 
RIDDOMs 2.002000000000060.+ GOVEOR James 

, WR Ss 62 045-408 oees Mae Clarke 
ee”, eee al 1 Richards 
Blackie Bales......... Ke ‘Tac Donald 
SN «iw dna hoe doa l Shirley 
Reardon ‘ Tom Neal 
Pee PON ss 6 scaess Malcolm Me Taggart 
i eee: . , David Bruce 
«46.00 ne 6660454 b08 Chester Gan 
Ee eee oe re Jumes Dodd 
i fe yee eee Gregz Barton 
PTT Tee Tohn James 


Based on exploits of American fly- 
ers in China who took up the cudg- 
els against the Japs long before 
| Pearl Harbor, ‘Flying Tigers’ 
emerges as a stereo production which 
will serve as support in the dualers. 
Running time, overlong at 98 min- 
utes, can be cut considerably 





Aside from a foreword written by 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, 
| paying tribute to the American Vol- 
unteer Group who ‘have become the 
symbol of the invincible strength of 
the forces now upholding the cause 
of humanity and justice.’ there 
nothing to distinguish this film from 
other conventional aviation yarns. 

Handicapped primarily by a 
threadbare script, production also 
suffers from slow pacing while John 
Wayne, John Carroll, Anna Lee and 


is 


Paul Kelly are barely adequate in 
the major acting assignments. Some 
|of the scenes look repetitious, the 
|}same Jap flyers apparently being 
| shot down and killed three or four 
times over. 

Story is about the smart-alec, dare- 


devil- flyer whose stunting and care- 


lessness results in loss of lives of 
two airmen. He redeems his honor 
}in the end by crashing a flaming 
plane loaded with TNT into a Jap 


train. Romantic interludes in which 
| Miss Lee and Wayne figure are mild 
ind monotonous. Mort 

. 


TU ERES LA PAZ 
| (Thou Art Peace’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


(Songs! 
FA rele e of ¢ 


I I ” 
tion I tures Catalina Barcen Alicia 
Bar Ernest Raquer IF 1) ¢ 
R rd G ile M i Domingo 

iM u I t KB " y \l- 
he Contrer ind Ricard de Rosas 
Story and direction Gi rio Martine’ 

| Sierra idapted b rit ID Reviewed 
jat Suip ha, Buenos Aire Running time 


74 MINS, 


This is an unusual Latin pic by 
|}any standard. Most importantly, 
|it’s adapted for the screen by its 
author, Gregorio Martinez Sierra, 
j}famed Spanish writer, who has also 
handled the direction Unlike most 
Argentine-mades. it also had the 


benefit of an 
Tito Davison, 


Carlos Gallart 


adapter, 
producer, 
retention 


independent 
and a 


Result is a 


| of the emotion in the original story, 
| with dignity and tenderness even 
|when the situations, strongly melo- 
| dramatic, reach back tnto history 


The theme is slow, and the extensive 
and sometimes poetic dialog occa- 
sionally makes the movement drag. 
Nevertheless, it is above-average for 
here and should do well throughout 
Latin America and perhaps several 
artie theatres in the States. 

Story deals with a sculptor who 
tiffs with his sweetie and later has 
an affair with a dancer. Latter also 
leaves him and child, and the = 

af- 


man; camera, George Robinson Reviewed | Grandmother, whose own love 

at New Ye rk, i. dual, Sept. 16, "42. | fairs have never been overly happy: 

ence ° ae Son — takes it unon herself to see that her 

ioe Mees. veo Carrillo | grandchildren do not follow her bad 

Dick Manson......seeceeereess..Don Terry |@Xample. She manages to unite the 

Perse: GOS. 4:56505 6a60evbeue-ea:s Elyse Knox | sculptor and his original love be- 

Seas eae ee ae Porter | fore she dies following a series of 
onel Gray...ececscess- Addison Richards . : : ; 

a | eae eae Bradley Page complicgtions. 

Jack Manson....ccscecces..;. Gene Ganitk | . Catalina Barcena is excellent as 

crunten PEAS os eeececeeseeed Alan Hale, Jr | the grandmother although she isnt 

al i hadley aig: Sr AAS ew i eh | too good in some of the flashbacks. 
$04 60600%046 066% se 60 char avies ee ° ee > 

Prosecuting Officer.. |) /° °°" Emmett Vogan | Alicia Barrie and Ernesto Raquer. 

a ae as the sentimental but estrange< 

‘Top Sergeant’ is dedicated to the | Sweeties. do better work than 1” 


veteran army 
non-coms. who 


men, 
are 


the 


soldiers 


particularly 
making 





anything they’ve handled up to date 
(Continued on page 
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‘Wake’, Plus $2,300,000 Bond Preem, 
Big $22,000 in Chi Duo; Lana-Gable 


3d Nifty 186, 





Chicago, Sept. 22. 


Big news of the week was the 
preem of ‘Wake Island’ at the Roose- 
velt, with seats given to purchasers 
of from $500 to $5,000 in war bonds. 
Reputed $2,300,000 was taken in at 
opening. Picture opened next day 
at Apollo also and is heading for 
sock $22,000 in both spots. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ is in its 10th robust 
week at United Artists. ‘Somewhere 
I'll Find You’ is still going strong in 
its third week at State-Lake, while 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ is holding up 
nicely in its fourth week at the 
Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
_—‘Wake Island’ (Par) garnering sock 
$10,000, following fair $5,300 for sec- 
ond week of ‘I Married An Angel’ 
(M-G). ‘ 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) plus 
Tommy Tucker's orch and Billy De 
Wolfe. Neat $40,000. Last week, 
great $56,200 with second week of 


‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) plus Charlie 
Spivak orch. : 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 


—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Fine $7,500. 
Last week, fair $4,100 for ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th) and ‘Through Dif- 
ferent Eyes’ (M-G). 

Oriental (Iriquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Highways By Night’ (RKO) 
plus Ann Corio on stage. Fair $17,- 
600. Last week, ‘Tomorrow We Live’ 
(PRC) plus Ted Lewis on stage, 
sock $21,600. 

Palace (B&K) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (4th 
wk) and ‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) (2d 
wk). Still holding up well with nice 
$13,000. Last week, good $17,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—'Wake Island’ (Par). Sock $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) 
and ‘Live on Danger’ (Par), good 
$9,300. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) — ‘Somewhere Find You’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Going for snappy 
$18,000. Last week, sock $23,300. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-65-75) — ‘Miniver’ (M-G) (10th 
wk. Still doing great at $14,000. 
Last week, sock $14,000. 


OK Pix, but N.C. 
Biz in Pitt: Talk’ 


Pride’ 4th $13,000 


s 
Ai 





—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th). Moved 
here after fortnight at Harris, but 
apparently it ran out the string at 
former house. Getting advanced 
prices here, but at $3,500 won’t de 
as well as click dual reissue ‘ast 
week of ‘Can’t Take It With You’ 
(Col) and ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), 
which at regular scale grabbed great 
$4,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and Bonnie 
Baker-Zasu Pitts. Obviously they 
don’t want vaude here, only name 
bands. Despite fact that WB deluxer 
has its best picture in months, take 
will hardly go above weak $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’s Adventure’ 
(M-G) and Jackie Cooper-Gertrude 
— was even under that at $16,- 
700. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Shifted to this spot after two 
weeks at Penn and will account for 
at least $6,500, fair. Last week, ‘Call- 
ing Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) and ‘Friend- 
ly Enemies’ (UA), awful $3,300. 





‘Eyes’-Alvino Rey Big 
$19,000, Tops St. Louis; 
‘Maisie’-‘Jackass’ 186 


St. Louis, Sept. 22. 

Alvino Rey band with ‘Through 
Different Eyes’ at the Ambassador, 
should lead the city at trim total. 
Unseasonably hot weather is not af- 
fecting grosses thus far. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Jack- 
ass Mail’ (M-G). Off to a nice get- 
away and big $18,000. Last week, 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) and 
shorts, (2d wk), $15,800. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 40-50- 
60)—Through Different Eyes’ (20th) 
and Alvino Rey and King Sisters on 
stage. Upped admish scale and first 
| stage show in several years at this 
house, swell $19,000. Last week, 
‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Berlin 





Correspondent’ (20th) (2d _ wk), 
$11600. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 


‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and ‘Invisible 
Agent’ (U). Only new screen fare in 
midtown will cop $15,000, above av- 





erage. Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) and ‘Tombstone’ (Par), sprang 


a surprise for a sock $19,600. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
(Par) and “Tombstone’ 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to change) 





Week of Sept. 24 


Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (11th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) 

Capitol—‘Between Us Girls’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sent. 2) 

Criterion—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) (5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (18th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Hall—‘Tales of Manhat- 
tan’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 

Palace—‘Busses Roar’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 

Paramount — ‘The Major and 
the Minor’ (Par) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Sept. 2) 

Rialto — ‘Counter Espionage’ 
(Col) (26). 


Rivoli — ‘Wake Island’ 
(4th week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 12) 
Roxy— ‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) 
(23). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 12) 
Strand —_‘Desperate Journey’ 
(WB) (25). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 19) 
Week of Oct. 1 
Astor—‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) (12th week). 
Capito! — ‘Panama Hattie’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 22) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (19th week). 
Music Hall—‘Tales of Manhat- 
tan’ (20th) (2d week). 
Paramount — “The Major and 
the Minor’ (Par) (3d week). 
Rivoli— ‘Wake Island’ (Par) 
(5th week). 
Roxy—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) 
(2d week). 
Strand — ‘Desperate Journey’ 
(WB) (2d week). 


HATTIE, 312,000, 
LVILLE WHAM 


Louisville, Sept. 22. 

First class product is the rule this 
week in all downtown houses and 
biz is following through in fine 
shape. ‘Orchestra Wives,’ at Rialto, 
and ‘Panama Hattie,’ at Loew’s State, 
are both flirting with near-record 
takings, while b.o.’s at the Brown 
and Mary Anderson are stacking up 
pretty potent. 


(Par) 














Weather has taken a cool turn 


6 ’ ‘Holiday Inn’ : L 
nn (Par). Moveover from Fox should | and is right up the alley for the film 
3 9 collect $7,500, neat. Last week, ‘Eagle | houses. Weekend brought some op- 


= Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 
Biz is drooping a bit this week and 
disappointment is keener than usual, 
Since town’s over-run by a flock of 
excellent pictures. There were rave 


notices right down the line for “Talk 


of Town’ at Harris, ‘Holiday Inn’ at | 


Penn, and ‘Across the Pacific’ at 
Stanley with Bonnie Baker-Zasu 
Pitts, but none of them are coming 
up to expectations although doing 
alright. ‘Private Buckaroo’ got a 
fair weekend at Fulton and then 
slipped off to nothing, while h.o.s of 
Somewhere I'll Find You’ at War- 
ner, ‘Tales of Manhattan’ at Senator, 
and ‘Gay Sisters’ at Ritz are just get- 
ting by. 
Estimates for This Week 


; Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
Private Buckaroo’ (U). Got away 
pretty good, Andrews Sisters and 


Harry James bringing in a flock of 


jitterbugs. but doldrums set in after | 


first couple of days and doubtful if 
musical will climb above $4,700. poor. 
Last week, second -of ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ (20th). alright at $5,500. 

; Harris (Harris) (2,200: 30-40-55)— 
Talk of Town’ (Col). Everybody 
went to town for this one and it’s 
doing okay, although not what was 
expected of such a marquee draft and 
especially after the raves. Mat biz 
locally down to nothing, which is 
what's holding ‘Talk’ to $14,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Tales of Manhattan’ 
(20th), at advanced prices, $10,500. 
-Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
55)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). Another 
hit that’s not getting either what 
was expected or what it deserves. 
Headed for around $17,000, which 
may or may not be enough to hold it 
here, Last week, second of ‘Some- 
re Pll Find You’ (M-G), good 
$15.5 


Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Gay 
Sisters’ (WB) (5th' wk). Third ses- 
sion for Stanwyck film at this small- 
seater. following week each at Penn 
_ Warner. Merely holding because 
or seneral product shortage. Will 
dr Up downiown first-run satis- 
actorily enough at $1,900. Last 
week, j 
ucks better than that. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-50-65) 


it was a couple of hundred: 


Squadron’ 
Necessary’ (Par), $6,900. 


| St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 

‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Joan 

| Ozarks’ (Rep). 
|for this revival. Fair Last week, | big 
| ‘Just Off Broadway’ (20th) 


‘Loves Edgar A. Poe’ (20th), $4,600. 


TALES,’ $12,000, ‘TALK,’ 


Indianapolis, Sept. 22. 
Customers here are getting used to 
it after weekend rain six weeks in 
current are good 
Pluvius. All houses but 
lvance over last week. 
is ‘Tales of Man- 
with ‘Talk 
cinch for 





;row, so grosses 


| despite J. 


one snow an ac 
T , of the town 
hattan,’ at the Indiana, 
o. Town,’ at Loew’s, a 
second money 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 28-33- 
44)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and 
\< re of Plains’ (M-G). Public 


| taking $8,000 worth of thriller. ‘Joan 
lof Ozark’ (Rep) with Alvino Rey 


106, NIFTY IN INDPLS. 


| 
| 


30-40)— | son betv 
of | tucky and Georgia. Hillbilly show at 
Not more than $4,500 | the Armory Sunday (20) drew two 


t 
} 
{ 


| 





| 


orch and King Sisters on_ stage | 
g’caned healthy $17,000 at Soc top 
lst week. ; 

diana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 40-44- 


5.)—'Tales of Manhattan’ (20th). 
Clicking for good $12,000. ‘Orchestra 
Wives’ (20th) and ‘Careful, Soft 
Shoulders’ (20th), settled for medi- 
ocre $8,100 at 44c top last week. 

Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-44)—‘Hi, 
Neighbor’ (Rep) plus vaudeville. 
Avts are main draw for nice $4,000 
in four days. ‘Yank in Libya’ (PRC) 
and vaudeville got $3,800 last week. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 28-33-44 
—Talk of Town’ (Col) and ‘Pacific 
Rendezvous’ (M-G). Doing fine at 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Somewhere Find 
You’ (M-G), husky $8,700 in second 
sesh. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44)—‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) and 
‘7-2 of Texas’ (U). First run dual 


in moveover house grossing mild 
$4,800. Last week, ‘Holiday Inn 
(Par) and ‘Loves of Poe’ (20th), 





fair $4.500 on moveover 


| ‘Soft Shoulders’ 





(U) and ‘Are Husbands | posish, however, in the first major 


collegiate football game of the sea- 
Saturday (19) between Ken- 


houses and also put a slight 


and | crimp in b.o. takings. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Moving along at 


smart clip in third downtown week, 
second at this house. Likely $3,000. 
Last week, excellent $3,500 on move- 
over from Rialto. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Favo- 
rite Spy’ (RKO). Good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U), split with ‘Van- 
ishing Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th), average $1,700. 


Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- | 
30-40)—‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). 


Younger set is going for this one in 
great shape; zingy $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Somewhere Find You’ 
(2d wk), good $8,500. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
15-30-40)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) 
wk). Still drawing ’em in, particu- 
larly the distaff side. Indications are 
for okay $3,500, after last week’s 
robust $4,000. 

Rialto (Fou: 
30-40)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
(20th). Glenn Mil- 
ler’s orch is the dish for the younger 
patrons. Heading for whammy $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) 
and ‘Loves of Poe’ (20th), 
$8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
15-30-40 )—‘Wings and Woman’ (Par) 
and ‘Live on Danger’ (Par). Point- 
ing to medium $3,500. Last week, 
‘Big Street’ (RKO) and ‘Highways 
by Night’ (RKO), good $3,800. 


Those Boys Again 
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Hollywood, Sept 
Universal assigned Erle C. Kenton 


as director of the next Abbott and | 
Costello comedy ‘Hold Your Horses.’ | 


with Alex 


produce 


Picture rolls Sept. 28, 
Gottlieb as associate 


(M-G) | 


(2d | 


th Avenue) (3,400; 15- | 


sturdy | 


“Major’-Pastor-Andrews, $82,000, 


Newest Wow in OK N. Y.; ‘Serenade 
Ind Nifty $50,000, ‘Talk’ 3d $90,000 





Several new shows came into New 
York this week to supplant pictures 
that have been on extended engage- 
ments. The past stanza brought in 
only one major first-run, ‘Major and 
Minor,’ at the Paramount with the 
Tony Pastor band and the Andrews 
Sisters on the stage. 


Par is doing a landoffice business, 
with a big Yom Kippur Monday (21) 
play sending the initial seven days 
through last night (Tuesday) to 
$82,000. Other downtown theatres 
likewise enjoyed a big Monday. 

In some locations the week’s gross 
will not show up well, but the 
majority of stands are looking to 
fine totals. Free admission to down- 
town houses yesterday (Tuesday) to 
folks buying a bond cut into the 
day’s grosses negligibly. 

The second-run State is among the 
disappointers. Playing ‘Tish’ on first- 
rin, an occasional switch here, plus 
Fran)’ Fay, Una Merkel, Anne Nagel, 
others, on the rostrum, the take 
probably will not top $22,000, fair. 

Continuing to exceed the speed 
limit is ‘Talk of the Town,’ now on 
its concluding (3d) week at the 
Music Hall and looking to snare fine 
$90,000. House opens “Tales of Man- 
hettan’ tomorrow morning (Thurs- 
day). 

Roxy brings in ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
today (Wednesday) after two high 
profit-getting stanzas with ‘Footlight 
Sezenade,’ final seven days going to 
$50,000. 

‘Across the Pacific’ and the Dick 

Jurgens band, currently on the third 
(final) week at the Strand, will end 
at about $38,000. very good. Succeed- 
ing on Friday (25) will be ‘Desperate 
Journey’ and Horace Heidt. 
_ Maintaining a strong public pitch 
is ‘Wake Island,’ which wound up 
its third round last night (Tuesday) 
at $35,000, excellent, and continues 
indefinitely at the straight-film 
Rivoli. 

Capitol ushers in a one to- 
morrow (Thursday), ‘Between Us 
Girls,’ after three good weeks with 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You.’ Blowoff, 
however, is on the lighter side at 
$23,000, but still okay. 

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ went off 
quite a bit last week (16th) to finish 
at $15,000, but still a suitable profit. 
Expected to exit from the Holly- 
wood in October, when picture is 
slated to play Brooklyn and Newark. 

Getting a big weekend and Mon- 
day (21) biz, ‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
went to $20,006 on its fourth week, 
big, at the Criterion and starts the 
fifth today (Wednesday). 

Estimates for This Week 
—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (10th wk). Holding up well, 
this week (10th) appearing $20,000, 
while last (9th) was $22,000. Date of 
departure not set. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620: 
$1.10-$1.25) —‘Somewhere I'll Find 
You’ (M-G) (3d-final wk). Jewish 
| holiday helped a bit to push blowoff 
| week to $23,000 or thereabouts, oke. 
| while last week (2d) topped $27,000. 
Girls’ (U) moves in to- 
(Thursday) 


new 


35-55-85- 





‘Between U 
morrow 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,062: 35-44- 
99-75-85 )—‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 
(Sth wk). A sustained wow at the 


b.o., the fourth lap ended last night 
(Tuesday) having been $20,000, 
while the prior (3d) week was over 


$21,000. Remains on indef. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,250: 35-55-75- 
|85)—‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 


(Col) (reissue). Doing satisfactorily 
at $8,500. Last week, fifth for ‘Mos- 
— Strikes Back’ (Artkino), $7,500, 
o.k. 

Holly wood 
$1.65-$2.20 ) 


sa78 sohtami~nqac wim } 
wk). wigntening as run goes beyond 


(WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
‘Dandy’ (WB) (17th 


} 

' 

| - + ; 

| fourth month and will probably 
|vamoose in October: last week 
(16th), $15,000, fair profit. The pre- 


ceeding (15th) stanza was $18,500 


‘World at War’ (M-G), $5,500, leane 
ish. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092: 35-55-75- 
85-99)—‘Wake Island’ (Par) (4th 
wk). Showing plenty of b.o. stamina, 
with the third week through last 
night (Tuesday) ringing up resound- 
ing $35,000. The second session was 
40,000. 

Roxy (29th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and 
stageshow. Opens today (Wednes- 
day), now the regular change-day 
here; -‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) 
rolled up a terrific profit on its 
14-day run, final week being $50.000, 
the first $61,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—Tish’ (M-G)  (1st-run) 
and vaude bill including Frank Fay, 
{Una Merkel and Anne Nagel. No 
more than about $22,000, fair, seen. 
Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) (lst- 
run) and Mitchell Ayres orch, Car- 
dini, others, $21,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and 
Dick Jurgens (3d-final wk). Much 
profit accrues to the right side of the 
ledger on the 21-day run of this 
show; current (3d) and final week 
$28,000, nice, while the second stanza 
hit $41,000. 


‘Ambersons’- Jam’ 
Fine $24,000 In 
Booming Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 22. 
Boom here, which saw all down- 
town pix houses holding-over last 
week and product being backed up, 








lloop is 


will mean an added starter next 
week. The Madison, downtown 
house used for reissues by the 


United Detroit chain, will move in 
as the switchover house in the loop 
with the Palms-State using fresh 
product. It will boost the first-run 
houses here from five to six. 

Fox, which coupled ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ and ‘Lady in a Jam’ for 
this week’s fresh entry, will top the 
generally strong biz this week. Only 
other new picture to get into the 
‘Lucky Legs,’ a freshener 
with the continuing ‘Pied Piper’ at 
the Adams, 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (3d wk) and 





| Ship’ 


} 





‘Lucky Legs’ (Col). Former switched 
in after two strong weeks at the Fox 
and given a freshener, will get big 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Footlight Seren- 
ade’ (20th) (3d wk) and ‘Counter 
Espionage’ (Col), nice $7,000 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
—‘Magnificent Amberson (RKO) 
and ‘Lady in Jam’ (U). Socko $24.- 
000. Last week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) 
and ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) (2d 


wk), great $21,000 after sock $32,000 
opening week. 

Miehigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-65 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Spy 
(WB) (3d wk) Unusually 
long h.o. stretch for this house, but 
brisk $16,000, after a healthy $19,000 
in second week, explains it. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 


| 000: 50-55)—Take Letter’ (Par) and 


‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still showing strength, with 
$11,000 anticipated after $13,000 last 
i week. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000: 50-65)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(7th wk) Keeps surprising vigor, 
with $10,000 sighted afte Ving up 


I 
| 
} 
j 


Palace (RKO) (1,700: 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) (2d run) ! 
{and ‘Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant’ 
(RKO) (ist run), dualed Under | 
hopes at $8,800. Last week, ‘Amber- | 
| sons’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Spy | 
Ship’ (WB) (list run), $10,800, good 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
| 99-$1.10)—‘Major and Minor’ (Par) 
j}and, on stage, Tony Pastor band, 
|Andrews Sisters, others. Starts 


| second lap today after rounding out 
the first, ended last night (Tuesday), 
at smash $82,000, second best week 
scored here outside of one New 
Year’s. Last week, sixth for ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ (Par) and second for Will 
| Osborne, $40,000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) and stageshow 
(3d-final wk). Losing none of its 
fast pace at $90,000 on the windup 
(3d) round, close behind 
(2d) week’s gross of $93.000. ‘Tales 
of Manhattan’ (20th), bought a Jong 


| 
| 


time ago, comes in tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
'*‘Sherlock Holmes’ (U). Doing well 
at an indicated $8,500, but will not 
be held over. Last week ‘ond for 


the prior | 


to $12,000 last week 


‘Lady In Jam,’ on Dual, 
Good $18,000 in B’klyn 


3rooklyn, Sept. 22 
Fabian Fox, with the Ink Spots, 
Lucky Millinder’s orchestra and 
‘Sweater Girl,’ getting swell biz. 


Third week of ‘Holiday Inn’ at Para- 
mount is also satisfactory. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274: 30-55-65)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Just Off 


| Broadway’ (20th) (2d wk). Tolerable 


$18,000. Last week, good $20,000. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-55-65)— 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) and Lucky Mil- 
linder’s band and Ink Spots. First- 
rate $25,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sis- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Night New Orleans’ 
| (Par) (2d wk), splendid $20,000 
Met (Loew's) (3,618; 30-55-65)— 
|‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Invisible 
| Agent’ (U). Good $18,000. Last week, 
| ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘Annie 
| Rooney’ (UA), strong $22,000 
Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-55- 
| 65)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Agents 
Meet Queen’ (Col) (3d wk). Okay 
$16.000 T.act week healthw 727 nnn 
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‘TORRID | 


“Washington — ‘Pride of The 
Yankees’ headed for a torrid 
second week, indicating a 
month's stay at Keith’s. Patron- 
age is heavily femme, who 
give it good word-of-mouth on 
the romantic angle.” 














“A new house record i i 
nou: $ being chalked 
the Varsity, Lincoln, with ‘Pride of The Teshess' 


Film pulled o f 
ull house every 
longest run in several years : ay for 11 days, 















“Cleveland — ‘Pride of 
The Yankees’ getting a 
strong femme play. ee ae 
Geared for swell gross.” 












“ ‘Pride of Yankees’ is hav- 
ing no trouble in copping 
top money in Denver... 
Great — and holding over 
at the Orpheum.” 


Baltimore — ‘Pride of Yankees’ off 
to a sellout. $1.10 reserved seat preem ¥ ie 
is clicking strongly on regular run o oe aan eo 


slightly upped scal 
in the bag.” ae Senet one 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


1 





Big Street’-Calloway Hot $37,000, 
Frisco; ‘Inn’ 1G, A & C 106, Both 3d 





j 
ve 





San Francisco, Sept. 22. 

The combo of ‘Big Street’ and Cab 
Calloway on the stage is pushing the 
Golden Gate theatre to a great $37,- 
900. Grosses at other theatres lagged 
because of long-term holdovers pre- 
dominating. Of these, ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan’ into its fourth week at the 
Warfield, and ‘Holiday Inn’ at the 
Paramount for a third week, are 
sturdy. ‘Pardon My Sarong’ also is 
strong in third semester at Orpheum. 

Kay Kyser last week exceeded ex- 
pectations and pushed the Golden 
Gate to a new all-time high of 
$42,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) and ‘Berlin 
Correspondent’ (20th). Strong $14,- 
500 for 5-day run, Last week, ‘Pied 
Piper’ (20th) and ‘Little Tokyo’ 
(20th) (2d wk), $11,000 in five. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55- 
75)—Big Street?’ (RKO) and Cab 
Calloway’s band on stage. Torrid 
$37,000. Last week, ‘Spitfire’s Ele- 
phant’ and Kay Kyser’s orch, $42,000, 
all-time record. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55)—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and 
‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Voice Terror’ (U) 
(3d wk). Stout $10,000 or near. Last 
week, $15,200 for second sesh. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 50-65) 
—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Broad- 
way’ (Par) (3d wk). Still worth big 
$15,000. Last week, $18,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and ‘Little 
Tokyo’ (20th) (moveover). Good for 


$6,000. Last week, ‘Footlight Sere- 
nade’ (20th) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ 
(Par), $6,900 for second week of 


moveover, 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) — ‘Broadway’ (U) 
‘Madame Spy’ (U) (24 wk), Okay 
$9,000. Last week, $12,300. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Thru 
Different Eyes’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Holding up to $13,500, fine. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590: 35-40- 
55)—‘Battle Cry China’ (UA) and 
‘Tao Many Women’ (PRC). Hitting 
$2.300. Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ and 
‘Drums Congo’ (U) (moveover, after 
three weeks on Market St.), $1,800. 


BUENOS AIRES WAY OFF; 
‘HARDY’ BEST AT $7,300 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 15. 

Colectivo (bus) strike, plus the 
weather, again hit B. A. first-run 
boxoffices last week, with resultingly 
pecs grosses everywhere. Nothing 
nit 30,000 pesos and best was ‘Court- 
ship of Andy Hardy’ (M-G) at the 
Gran Rex, which grossed 29,000 pesos 
(about $7,300), far less than the last 
Hardy. 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
penne pesos, currently at about 27c 
J. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
(1,400; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Man Who Seeks 
he Truth’ (French made). Excellent 
4,000 considering. Shows the old 
Paris-mades still have plenty of 
drawing power with Latin audiences. 
Last week, ‘Bajo un Angel del Cielo’ 
(An Angel Came Down From Heav- 
en’) (Arg.-made), not bad 9,000 on 


second week. 
(970; 3.00; 2.50)— 








Ideal (Lococo) 
‘Mister V’ (UA). Not so hot 8,500 for 
the second week at this house. Last 
week did a fair 14,500 after moving 
over from the Opera where its open- 
ing stanza drew a terrific 50,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). O.K. 29,000. 
ast week, ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), anemic 
0.000. 
Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800: 
2.00; _1.50)—‘Moontide’ (20th). Dis- 
appointing 26,000. Popularity of 

rench star was expected to be a 
Strong draw. Last week, ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ (RKO), vitamin-less 15,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00; 
1.50)—In This Our Life’ (WB). O.K. 
10,000 on second week of pop prices. 
Last week, not bad 14,000. 

Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
(1.300; 2.00; 1.50)—‘Invaders’ (Col). 
Wobbly 8,000 for second week at 
pop prices. Last week, poor 12,000. 
General impression that best scenes 
have been cut, because of a German 
Embassy protest, probably keeping 
them away. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50) 
~~ Butch Minds the Baby’ (U). 
Week’s worst with only 5,000. Run- 
yon stuff much too Yankee to appeal 
here, Last week, ‘Adventures of 
yaa (Producers Releasing), flat 


Broadway (Lautaret &. Cavallo) 
(2,863; 2.00; 1.50)—‘Cruza’ (San Mi- 
guel) (Arg.-made). Fairish 10,000 
following strong advance publicity. 
Last week, ‘Married Bachelor’ (M- 
G), weak 6,000 for start of pop- 
priced run. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2,00 )— 
Wings for the Eagle’ (WB) with 
Ray Ventura band, stage show, fair 
-U.000. Last week, ‘Remarkable An- 


drew’ (Par), and band, 25,000. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...,......$2,164,200 
(Based on 26 cities, 174 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, enctudtng 
) 





N.Y 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,765,000 
(Based on 27 cities, 184 theatres) 


DANDY, $25,000, 
DANDY IN BUFF. 








Buffalo, Sept. 22. 
Aided by upped admission scales 
at the Hipp and 20th Century, and 
same action to follow next week at 
the Lafayette, main stem continues 
on the 
grosses 
semester. 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ scaled at 
$1.10, is climbing to an immense 
figure at the Buffalo, while ‘Foot- 
light Serenade’ at the Lakes is hit- 
ting a speedy stride. ‘Bambi,’ 
dualed at the Century, is astonishing 
by its adult night draught. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; $1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB). Will 
hit heavy pay dirt to tune of over 


with 


coming up 


upsurge, powerful 


again this 


$25,000. Last week, ‘Somewhere 
Find You’ (M-G) (2d wk), staunch 
$14,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). 
Swinging nifty $14,000. Last week, 
‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Night in 
New Orleans’ (Par) (2d wk), spark- 
ling $14,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-55)— 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G). 
Moveover from Buffalo swell at 


$8,000. Last week, ‘Tish’ (M-G) and 
‘Berlin Correspondent’ (20th), $8,200. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Invisible Agent’ (U) and ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U). Will bag nice 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Talk of Town’ 
(Col) (2d wk), good $9,200. 

Twentieth Century (Ind.) (3,000; 
35-55) —‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Joan of 


Ozark’ (Rep). Should ring up 
rousing $15,000. Last week, ‘Across 
Pacific (WB) and ‘One Thrilling 
Night’ (Mono) (2d wk), potent 
$8,500. 





Tales’ Torrid $22,000 
In Two Seattle Spots; 
‘Gay Sis’ 736, 2d Wk. 


Seattle, Sept. 22. 

Great showing of ‘Tales of Man- 
hattan,’ day-dating at the Paramount 
and Music Hall, is the talk of the 
town currently. It will get a re- 
markable $22,000 at the two houses, 
with the $9,000 at the Music Hall 
establishing a new record since the 
theatre reopened. Film is heading 
for a sensational $13,000 at the larger 
Paramount. 

Town is mostly in holdover and 
moveover, with ‘Gay Sisters’ topping 
dual combo at the Orpheum doing 
great business in its second session. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
and ‘Poe’ (20th) (3d wk). Moved 
from Paramount, great $4,200. Last 
week, same pair, $3,900. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58 )—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs 
Martha’ (M-G) (2d wk). Holding up 
nicely for big $6,800. Last week, 
same duo, great $11,200. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Talk Town’ (Col) (4th wk). Fine 
$6,700. Last week, $7,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20ih) and ‘Through 
Different Eyes’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Good $3,100. Last week, these two, 
$3,400. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 49- 50- 
65)—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Soft Shoulders’ (20th). Gigantic 
$9,000 for house record since reopen- 
ing. Day-and-date with Paramount. 
Big campaign helping sell film. Last 
week (30-40-58), ‘Husbands Neces- 
sary’ (Par) and ‘Live on Danger’ 
(Par), $4,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Great $7,500. Last 
week, this combination soared to 
sensational $11,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
58-65)—‘Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) 
and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB) plus 
vaude. Good $8,600. Last week, 
‘Joan Ozark’ (Rep), with Phil Reagan 
on stage, nice $9,000. 

Partmount (H-E) (3,039; 40-50-65) 
—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Soft 
Shoulders’ (20th). Day-and-date 
with Music Hall. Sensational $13,- 
000. Last week (30-40-58), ‘Holiday 
Inn’ (Par) and ‘Edgar A. Poe’ (20th) 
(2d wk), big $8,700. Last week (30- 
40-58), ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), ‘Poe’ 
(20th) (2d wk), stout $8,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-50- 
65)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (4th wk). 
It is going for $4,000, nice coin, Last 
week, same film, great $4,700. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘All Kissed 
Bride’ (Col) (34 run). Hefty $3,500 
for this spot. Last week, ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G) and ‘Always in Heart’ (WB) 
(3a run), $3,400. 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week _@... $420,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year.... 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


‘WAKE’ SOCK 
BG INK. ¢. 


Kansas City, Sept. 22. 

‘Wake Island,’ at the Newman, is 
tops here this week, with ‘Cross- 
roads’ at the Midland, also nice. 
‘Pied Piper’ is holding up well in 
second weeks at the Esquire and 
Uptown. ‘Gay Sisters’ is starting 
with a rush at the Orpheum. Black- 
stone, the magician, is hypoing ‘Men 
of Texas’ at the Tower. Cooler 
weather has livened up the three- 
day national American Legion con- 
vention in session here over the 
v eekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (820 and 
2,043; 11-35-50)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding up strongly at 
$7,000 after nice $8,500 last week at 
these day-and-date houses. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-35-50) 
—'‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Born to 
£ ng’ (M-G). Stout $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), hefty $10,000. 

hewman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
35-50)—‘Wake Island’ (Par). Start- 
ir off with Red Cross benefit, regu- 
la run is smashing toward $13,000 
and h.o. Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (3d wk), $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-35-50) 
—‘way Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Escape 
from Crime’ (WB). Trim $8,000. 
La:t week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and 
‘Highways by Night’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), okay $7,000, after big $10,000 
opener, 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-35- 
50)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) and Black- 
stone, magician. Sturdy $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th) 
with vaude headed by Bonnie Baker, 
$10,500. 























NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Extended Runs Still Dominate Keys—‘Panama Hattie,’ ‘Major 
and Minor,’ ‘Between Us Girls’ Most Likely Newcomers 





With only three new majof company pictures break- 
ing into the keys and several previously mild entries 
showing nice b. o. gait, bulk of coin currently is com- 
ing from product now on holdover dates or extended 
runs. ‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) is topping Los Angeles 
with $32,000 in two houses, is sock in Louisville, fine 
$16,000 in Baltimore and okay $15,000, Cleveland. ‘The 
Major and the Minor’ (Par), playing first major date 
at the big N. Y. Paramount, mounted to a smasheroo 
$82,000, with usual band show, making the second best 
week here outside of one New Year’s. Third new- 
comer to do well is ‘Between Us Girls’ (U), with 
$10.000 in Cincinnati. 

‘Cairo’ (M-G) is rated only average in Providence, 
one of its initial dates. ‘Wake Island’ (Par) continues 
measuring up to its early promise by topping Kansas 
City with sock $13,000, getting stout $35,000 on third 
N. Y. session, wham $22,000 in two Chicago houses 
and okay in third Providence week. ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
(20th) also is coming along well with trim $40,000 
in Chicago with band, great in Louisville, solid $20,000 
and topper in Philadelphia and $14,500 for five San 
Francisco days. 

‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) is stacking up nicely in 
St. Louis, Omaha, Washington and Indianapolis. It is 
taking a bangup $21,000 in Newark, is bright on its 
L. A. second sesh and $38,000 for third week at N. Y. 
Strand with band show, 

‘Inn’ Holds Strong 

For ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), ‘Pied Piper’ (20th), ‘Tales of 
Manhattan’ (20th), ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col), ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO), ‘Some- 
where I'll Find You’ (M-G) and ‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U) the current week is merely a repetition of recent 
stanzas, only largely in extended runs. ‘Inn’ is brisk 
to strong in third and fourth sessions in Frisco, Balti- 
more, Brooklyn, Boston, Detroit, L. A. and Denver. 
First week in Pittsburgh is neat $17,000. ‘Piper’ also is 
getting big second and third sessions, is fine in Min- 





neapolis and $13,500 in Jersey City first weeks. 
‘Tales,’ Ng additional 


which is strongly in 


vetting away 


keys, has $12,000 in Indianapolis, rousing $16,000 in 
Baltimore and giant $22,000 in two Seattle houses. 
Also still pacing Portland in its second stanza, okay 
for third Philly week and $13,500 in fourth Frisco 
week. ‘Dandy’ is chalking up smash $25,000 in Buffalo, 
still making coin in its 16th N. Y. session, $17,500 
for sixth Philly stanza, great $34,000 in Washington 
coupled with vaude and $30,000 in Baltimore. ‘Talk’ 
is getting a hot $90,000 for third week at the vast 
N. Y. Music Hall, is fine in Indianapolis, oke in Pitt 
and $21,500 for two L, A. spots, second sesh, 

‘Find You’ is smash $20,000 in Newark, snappy $18,- 
000 for third Chi week, wham $18,000 in Cincy, ditto 


Jersey City and is $23 000 for third N. Y. stanza 
‘Pride’ now mostly on extended or circuit runs, is 
listed with $20,000 in 10th N. Y. week and pleasing 


$12,000 in sixth Boston week. 
‘Sarong’ Still Swinging 
‘Sarong’ is ringing up a great $36,000 in Boston 
coupled with a band, is wow $20,000 in fourth week of 


sustained N, Y. run, good in Minneapolis, torrid in 
Washington second sesh. ditto in thtrd Frisco week 


and fine $8,500 for second Portland stanza. 

‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) continues a big coin-getter in 
key cities covered by ‘Variety’ correspondents, It’s 
stout in Omaha and Jersey City, sturdy on its third 
Portland week, nice for fourth Seattle session and fine 
$17,500, Philly. ‘Invisible Agent’ (U) still is doing sur- 
prise biz for a small-budgeter, with a solid $25,000 in 
Cleveland with band, $12,000 in Buffalo and big tak- 
ings in Denver. ‘Bambi’ (RKO) is a wow $15,000 in 
Providence, ditto in Buffalo. 

Off the ticker: ‘Highways By Night’ (RKO) is doing 
$17,000 in Chicago aided by vaude. ‘Footlight Seren- 
ade’ (20th), with big $50,000 in N. Y. second week, is 
doing nice $15,500 in Cleve. ‘Big Street’ (RKO), with 
band, torrid $37,000 in Frisco. ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) is 
topping Omaha at $16,500, helped by band. ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G) is pacemaker in Denver, $13,500. ‘Mag- 
nificent Ambersons’ (RKO) is landing a sock $24,000 
in Detroit, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) fine $14,000 in its 


tenth Chi on: ~ 


‘Panama Hattie’ $32.000 Leader In 
Dullish L.A.; Talk’ Robust 21/46, 
Pacific’ 206, Both 2d, ‘Inn’ 17, 4th 


Los Angeles, Sept. 22. 
City is filled with holdovers and 
moveover runs with ‘Panama Hattie’ 
the only new entry. ‘Hattie’ natur- 
ally is pacing the town with $32.000 
at the State and Chinese. Ten de- 
luxers are housing h.o.s and move- 
overs currently. 
Reissues of ‘Gunga Din’ and ‘King 
Kong’ are surprisingly strong at the 
Hawaii. Weather is perfect but most 
theatres apparently are coasting 
until the end of the month when 
big payroll coin is available. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—’Miniver’ (M-G) (9th 


wk). Still holding attention at 
profitable $3,300, following $4,000 
last week. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—Panama Hattie’ (M-G) 


and ‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G). Not 
| knocking off any hats at $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and 


‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G), $10,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Across Pacific’ (WB) (2 
wk). Holding on for $11,000 which is 
okay after initial stanza’s $15,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and 
‘Haunting We'll Go’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Fair $4,000 after second stanza count 
of $3,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King 
Kong’ (RKO) (re-issues). Likely 
good $4,000. Last week, ‘Parachute 
Nurse’ (Col) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) 
(2c wk) (9 days), trim $4,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Bridging the red at $9,000, 
after strong tide of $13,000 last week, 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65)—‘Not Ladies Man’ (Col) and 


‘Tombstone’ (Par) (2d run) with 
George Olsen’s band on stage plus 


three vaude acts. Limp $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Hello Annapolis’ (Col) plus 
Veloz and Yolando on stage, flagged 
$17,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65- 
75)—Talk of Town’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Spirit Stanford’ (Col) (ist wk). 
Plenty of talk and spirit for nifty 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Talk’ (Col) and 
‘Atlantic Convoy’ (Col), topped town 


with $19,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (4th 
wk) and ‘Priorities on Parade’ (Par) 
(ist wk). Still strong at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Holiday’ (Par) and ‘Live on 
Danger’ (Par) (3d wk), sprightly 
$11,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (2,- 
204; 33-44-55-65-75) — ‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (4th wk) and ‘Priorities on 
Parade’ (Par) (ist wk). Still some 
profit at $7,000. Last week, ‘Holiday’ 
(Par) soloing on third stanza, about 
the same. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65) —‘Talk Town’ (Col) (2d 
wk) and ‘Spirit Stanford’ (Col) (1st 
wk). Still in the chips with $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Talk’ (Col) and ‘Atlantic 
Convoy’ (Col), socko $19,000. 

State (Loew-WC) (2,204; 33-44-55- 
65-75) —‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G) and 
‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G). Husky $29,- 
000. Last week, ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) 
and ‘Affairs Martha’ (M-G), $15,000. 

UA (UA-WC) (2,100; 33-44-55-65) 
—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs 
Martha’ (M-G). So-so $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) ‘Haunting 
We'll Go’ (20th) (2d wk), $5,900. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55 
65)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Affairs 
Martha’ (M-G). Aiming at good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Pied Piper (20th) 
and ‘Haunting We'll Go’ (20th) (2d 
wk), $4,400. 


Crossroads’ $13,500 In 
Denver: ‘Inn’ 126 on 3d 





Denver, Sept. 22. 


Three downtown deluxers are run- 
ning a close race for top money this 
week, with ‘Holiday Inn,’ in third 
session at the Denham, only e step 
behind the newcomers. ‘Big Shot’ 


is packing them in at the Denver 

while ‘Crossroads’ is drawing the top 

coin in the city at the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Talk Town’ (Col), after week at 
Denver. Fine $6,000. Last week, 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th), after Denver 
week, fair $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Highways 
by Night’ (RKO), after two weeks at 
Orpheum. Fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB), $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (3d wk) 
and ‘Live on Danger’ (Par). Big 
$12,000, and holding. Last week, 
‘Inn’ (Par) (2d wk), ran even with 
opener, smash $16,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 
—‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Loves Edgar 

(C ir ’ 3) 
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OODLE DANDY 


DID 1—Avecguheref 


Admission scale in all engagements: $1.10 evenings, 75¢ matinees . 


WARNERS! 


JAMES CAGNEY .."YANKEE DOODLE DANDY’ 


BASED ON THE STORY, LYRICS AND music Of GEORGE M. COHAN with JOAN LESLIE » WALTER HUSTON 
RICHARD WHORF © JEANNE CAGNEY « FRANCES LANGFORD « GEORGE TOBIAS » [RENE MANNING 
Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ © Screen Play by Robert Buckner and Edatund Joseph * Original Story by Robert Buckner 
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‘Orch Wives’ Solid $20,000, Leading 
Philly Newcomer; ‘Squadron’ 17146 





Philadelphia, Sept. 22. 
A sultry weekend plus the most 
sacred day in the Jewish calendar is 
causing a slight dip this week after 
bullish biz for some time. 
Getting the best play among the 
pictures are ‘Orchestra Wives’ 


1ew 
a ‘Eagle Squadron.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—'Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Fairish $11,000 after solid $14,000 for 
titialer. 

. Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 

63)— ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d run). 

Good $3,500. Last week, ‘Magnificent 

Ambersons’ (RKO) surprising $3,100 


for third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 75-$1.14)— 
‘Yankee Doodle’ (WB) (6th wk). 
Winding up long run at hypoed 
yrices with good $17,500 after fruit- 
ful $19,800 for round five. ‘Talk of 
Town’ (Col) preems Thursday (24), 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
_Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) 
with Louis Prima band, Joe E. Lewis, 
Linda Ware, others, on stage. Only 
anemic $17,000. Last week, ‘Give 
Out Sisters* (U) with Charlie Barnet 
orch, okay $22,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68-Q5) 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th). Glenn 
Miller’s crew in picture helping this 
to solid $20,000. Last week, ‘Across 
Pacific’ (WB), fine $14,800 on hold- 
over. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Across Pacific? (WB) (2d run). 
Satisfactory $4,500. Last week, ‘Ber- 
lin Correspondent’ (20th), $4,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Still plenty of power after long run 
at Stanley; potent $7,000. Last week, 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th), so-so 
$3,000 for five days in second week, 
second run, 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 46-57-75) 
—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Dipping to $16,500. Last week, good 
$25,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)-—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Fine 
$17,500 in addition to extra $2,800 for 
Sunday showing at Earle. Last week, 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), final of seven- 
week stay, zingy $11,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—Flight Lieut.’ (Col). Mild $5,500 
after hefty $9,200 opening week, 


‘Lady Jam’-Fields Orch 
$16,500, Omaha Leader; 
‘Squadron’ Stout 836 


Omaha, Sept. 22. 

Wet, cold weekend may check 
rising grosses but the weather won't 
dent totals too much. Orpheum with 
Shep Fields band on stage and ‘Lady 
in a Jam’ is doing top biz in town. 
‘Eagle Squadron’ and ‘Flying With 
Music’ combo is heading for a hefty 
total. Brandeis, with ‘Across 
Pacific’ and ‘Blondie for Victory,’ 
also is solid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-40- 
55-65)—‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and Shep 
Fields band on stage. Good $16,500. 





Last week, ‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th) | 


‘PACIFIC’ BANG-UP 


and Claude 
Stage, $15,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11 
30-44-50)—‘Across Pacific’ (WB) and 
‘Blondie Victory’ (Col). 
Last week, ‘Bambi’ (RKO) and 
‘Highways By Night’ (WB) (2d wk). 
$4.800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-35- 
50)—'Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘Fly- 
ing With Music’ (UA). 
Last week, ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB) (ist 
wk), $8,000. 


Thornhill’s band on 


Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30)| I'll Find You,’ at 


~~ "Texas Way’ (Mono), ‘Flying | 
Cadet’ (U) and ‘Pacific Blackout’ 
(Par) triple split with ‘Man Two] 
Lives’ (Mono), ‘Mountain Moonlight’ | 
{Rep ) and ‘Cyclone Kid’ (Rep), 
Jungle 300k” (UA) ‘Castle inj ar 
Desert’ (20th), with Saturday stage | 
show. Oke $1,100. Last week, 
‘Phantom Plainsman’ (Rep), ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and ‘Flight 
Lieut.’ (Col), triple split with 
Orphans North’ (Mono), ‘Pittsburgh 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Pioneer Ritter’ 
{Mono), ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 


(RKO), ‘Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO), stage 
revue Saturday, $1,300. 


‘Holmes’-Hutton $6,500, 





the | 


Stout $8,500. | 
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Nice $5.500 | 
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Port; Tales’ 936 in 2d 





Portland, Ore., Sept. 22. 
Holdovers at all firstrun spots cx- 


cept the Mayfair which is featuring | 


Ray Hutton’s band with ‘Sher- 
lock Holmes Voice.’ ‘Holiday Inn’ 
is holding its edge in a second stanza 
a. the Orpheum. ‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
pe the Broadway is big while ‘Tales 
of Manhattan’ at the Paramount is 
pacing the city on holdover with a 
right total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 


60 )——* 


Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Tim- 


|} and 


r 


ber’ (U) (ist wk). Great $8,500 in 
second week. First week, with 
Erivate Buckaroo’ (U), smash $13,- 
\ ° 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-60 )—‘Sherlock Holmes, Voice 


Terror’ (U) with Ina Ray Hutton 
band on stage. Nice $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 


‘Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO), five days of 
second week, $3,000. 

Orpheum’ = (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-60 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) 
an. ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) (st wk). Still 
strong at $9,000 for second stanza 
after leading town last week coupled 
with ‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th), 
terrific $13,800. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 40-50-65) 
—‘Tales Manhattan’ (20th) and ‘Post- 
man Didn’t Ring’ (20th) (2d wk). 
High $9,500 and best in town, First 
week, single billed, super $13,200. 


United Artists (Parker) (900; 40- 
50-65) —Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d 
wk). Holding up to satisfactory 


$6,000. Second week, hefty $7,500. 


HOS BIGIND.C: 
DANDY 2D 2446 


Washington, Sept. 22. 

Five holdovers in the downtown 
area this week, with grosses hypoed 
by ‘Battle of Midway’ short, which 
all houses are running. First-run 
product is piling up and A features 
are being pushed out before exhaust- 
ing possibilities to prevent an over- 
sized backlog. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 





—Tish’ (M-G) with vaudeville 
headed by Patricia Bowman and 
Jack Durant. Film slugged hy crit- 
ics, but will roll in good $21,000. 
Last week, ‘Invisible Agent’ (U) 
with Gene Krupa’s band, swell 
$24,000: 

Columbia (Loew) (1.234; 28-55)— 


‘Miniver’ (M-G) (6th wk). No stop- 
ping this one. Got $9,500 in fifth 
week and is headed for brisk $8,000 
currently. 

Earle (WB) (2,210; 75 -$1.10)— 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) with 
vaude (2d wk). Grabbed sensational 
$34,000 with tilted scale in first week. 
Holdover looks like solid $23,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 40-50-65)— 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) (2d wk). On 
holdover will bag neat $10,500. First 
seven days was sizzling $16,500, over 


expectations. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) | 
—‘Across the Pacific’? (WB) with 


‘World at War’ and ‘Baitle of Mid- 
way’ (2d wk). Government docu- 
mentaries hoisted this one to red-hot 
$9,500 last week. On 
good $8,000 indicated 


Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)— | 
‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Third week’s take on this 
red-hot celluloid will be $12,000. 


Second week was bangup $18,500. 


$21,000 IN NEWARK 


Newark, Sept. 22. 

Vaughn Monroe’s band, teamed 
with ‘Parachute Nurse’ at the Adams, 
is pacing the town with a record- 
breaking $22,500, the band account- 
ing for virtually all the take. Also 
getting great returns are ‘Somewhere 
the State, and 
‘Across the Pacific,’ the Branford en- 


try, both pix justifying second 
stanzas 

The Paramount getting hand- 
home results with ‘Flight Lieuten- 


t.’ while ‘Pied Piper,’ at Proctor’s, 
is proving solid in its second canto. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 
65-75-99) —‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col) 
and Vaughn Monroe orch. Pacing 
for $22,500. a new house record, and 


all 


Last week, Lucky Millinder orch and 
the Ink Spots, plus ‘Moonlight Mas- 
querade’ (Rep), magnificent $20,100 
in six days, also a record. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-44-55-60- 
75)—‘Across the Pacific’ (WB) and 
‘Give Out Sisters’ (U). On way to 
bangup $21,000 and will hold for 
second stanza. Last week, ‘Gay Sis- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘No Escape Crime’ 
(WB) (both 2d wk), trim $15,£00. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-30-35-44- 


55)-—‘Are Husbands Necessary’ (Par) | 


‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G). Pair 
doesn’t figure for much better than 
sad $2,000 in six-day stretch. Last 
week, ‘Cardboard Lover (M-G) and 


‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), okay 
2.900 for moveover 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-44-60- 
70-85)—“Pied Piper’ (20th) and 


‘A-Haunting We Go’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Will get stout $18,000 second time 


the holdover, | 


25-40- | 


around, after pulling boffo $26,000 
in original canto, Helped by two 
nights of vaude both weeks. 


Paramount (Adams-Par) (2.000; 
35-45-55-60-75 )— ‘Flight Lieutenant’ 
(Col) and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col). 


Trim $15,000 in sight for this pair. 
Last week, ‘Priorities on Parade’ 
(Par) and ‘Live On Danger’ (Par), 
very good $15,200. 
State (Loew's) (2,600; 30-40-55-65- 
75)—Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA). Boom- 
ing to smash $20,000 and figures to 
hold. Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (4th wk), smart $12,000. 


‘Piper’, $9,000, Good 
Draw in Mpls.; ‘Sarong’ 


Wrapping Up Sock 116 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Current screen ammunition is suf- 
ficiently plentiful and powerful to 
keep loop theatres well over the 
top, where they've been entrenched 
ever since the current prosperity 
began to make itself felt. The chief 
contenders for first honors are ‘Pied 
Piper’ and ‘Pardon My Sarong.’ Two 
holdovers, ‘Talk of the Town’ and 
‘Gold Rush,’ still are giving a good 
account of themselves. 

Estimates for This Week 








Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G) and 
‘Through Different Eyes’ (20th). 


for dual first-runs. 


dual first-runs, open today (22). Last 
week, ‘Escape from Crime’ (WB) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), fine 
$2,400 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Talk of Town’ (Col) (2d wk). Moved 
here after big first week at State 
and continuing to roll. Stretching 
toward big $6,000. Last week, ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ (Par) (2d wk), good $5,700 
after smart $13,800 initial canto. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Timely 
film in the right spot to catch the 
young folks. Nice $3,800 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and 
‘World at War,’ good $4,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50) 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). Zooming 
along to very big $11,000 despite some 
critical disfavor. Last week”(40-44- 
155), ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and Woody Herman orchestra head- 
ing stage show and almost entirely 
responsible for fine $17,500. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Pied Piper’ (20th). Highly praised 
picture and should stretch to good 
$9,000, even without boxoffice names. 
Last week, ‘Talk of Town’ (Col), fine 
$11,400. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showing and smashing through to 
tremendous $6,000. Last week, 
‘Kings Row’ (WB), big $4,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Looks like satisfactory $2,500, after 
good $3,500 initial canto 


‘BAMBI WOW $15,000 


Providence, Sept. 22 

Rainy Sunday kept’ park-going 
Rhode Islanders close to home and 
tl theatres reaped a_ harvest. 
| ‘Bambi,’ at RKO Albee, is sure bet 
for holdover. Majestic’s ‘Footlight 
Serenade’ and Loew’s State ‘Cairo’ 
fi ‘ow in that order in b.o. draught. 
Estimates for This Week 
(RKO) (2,300: 30-40-50)— 
(RKO) and ‘Highways by 
Night’ (RKO). Stepping 
zowie $15,000. Last week, 
With Wings’ (UA) and ‘Marie 
(U), very nice $12,000 

Carlton (Fay-Loew ) 


a 
Albee 
‘Bambi’ 


‘Ships 


Roget’ 





(1.400: 30-40- 
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Lana-Gable Torchy 
$18,000 in Jersey C. 


Jersey City, Sept. 22. 
‘Somewhere J’ll Find You,” at 
Loew's, is the staunchest entry in 
town this week, the Gable-Turner 
starrer getting magnificent 
Also on the potent side is 
Piper,’ at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205; 30-35-40- 
55-60)—‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sunday Punch’ (UA). 
On way to $18,000 and will stick for 





‘Pied 


|60) — ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
‘Blondie for Victory’ (Col), Pointing 
to so-so $13,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200: 30-35-55- 
60-70) — ‘Pied Piper’ (20th) _and 
‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ (20th). 
Fancy $13,000 indicated for this po- 
tent dual. Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ (RKO) and ‘Little 
Tokyo, U. S. A’ (20th), trim $13,000 








Good $2,000 in five days indicated | 
‘Postman Didn't | 
Ring’ (20th) and ‘Timber’ (UV), also | ~ 


HOT 186, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 22. 
There are but two fresh releases 
on the main line currently, yet the 
general b.o. score is in step with last 
week’s okay early autumn tempo. 
On top by a wide margin is ‘Some- 
where I'll Find You.’ Palace is in 
the black with ‘Between Us Girls.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Somewhere I'll Find You’ (M-G). 
Lana Turner and Gable wham $18.- 
000. Last week, ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
(20th), smooth $11,500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th). Moveover 








‘Talk of 
| $3,000 


| 


| 


| ‘Pride of Yankees’ 
| Fair 


along to} 


| Town’ (Col) (2d wk), dandy $4,800. 


from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4.000. Last week, ‘Reap Wild Wind’ 


$5,000, bringing total for 28-day run 
to swell $41,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)—‘Live 
on Danger’ (Par) and 
Nurse’ (Col), split with ‘Call of Can- 
yon’ (PRC) and ‘House of Errors 
(Rep). Steady $2,100. Same last 
week for ‘Billy Kid Trapped’ (PRC) 
and ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th), 


divided with ‘Timber’ (U) and 
‘Smart Alecks’ (Mono). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 


‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk). 
ing for second week after initialing 
at Palace. Very good $5,500, afte: 
last week’s big $7,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50) 
—Across Pacific’ (WB). Transferred 
from Palace for second stanza. Fair- 
ly good $4,500. Last week, ‘Talk of 


Hold- 





Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42) 
Town’ (Col) (3d run), 
Last week, ‘Pierre of Plains’ 
(M-G) and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G), six days, no dice at $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-56)— 
‘Between Us Girls’ (M-G). 
$10,000. 
Pacific’ (WB). 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 33-40-50)— 
(RKO) 
Last week (2d),“ okay 
hold for fourth week 


l 


$5,500. 


$8,000. Will 


;}and be followed by limited engage- 


ment of ‘Yankee Doodle 


| (WB) at a 75-$1.10 scale. 





BARNET SWINGS ‘AGENT’ 


‘Sarong’-Bojangles, 


‘Holiday Inn’-Dr. B'way,’ Lush $20,000 


returns. | 


week. Last frame, ‘Flight Lieut.’ | 
(Col) and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), 
blah $9,000. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-40-55- | 


and | 


(Par) (4th wk), at 34-44-55-60, good | 


‘Parachute | 


Fair | 


Alright | 
Ditto last week for ‘Across | 


(3d wk). | 


Dandy’ | 


Big $36,000 in Hub: 


Boston, Sept. 22. 
Bill Robinson, Ella Fitzgerald plus 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ are terrific at 
the b.o., but the phenomenon is still 


the $20,000 the Met is taking on 
‘Holiday Inn’ in third week. Nor is 
$12,000 to be dismissed for ‘Pride of 
| Yankees,’ which terminates a six- 
week run today (Tuesday) at the 


Memorial, 

Opening of schools hasn’t brought 
on any slump in the Hub’s feverish 
| biz of late, the slightly lower all- 
around grosses attributable mostly 
| to weakish first-runs and holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 40-55-65-75- 
85)—'Sarong’ (U), Bill Robinson, 
Ella Fitzgerald with Doc Wheeler 
band. The combination of vaude 
and Abbott and Costello is sock here 
and, with 85c top, will reach robust 
$36,000. Last week, Glenn Miller and 
‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th), went to 
$47,500, stupendous. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,375; 30-44-60)— 
| ‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) and ‘Tomb- 
| stone’ (M-G). Not overly hefty at 
$5,500 for a first-run. Last week, ‘Pri- 
orities on Parade’ (Par) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G), $6,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-55-65- 
75)—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) and 
‘Flying With Music’ (20th) (6th wk). 
Mightily pleasing $12,000 in sixth 
|} and final frame. Last week, $16,000. 
| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
| 55-65 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par) (3d wk). Snaffling 
very tasty $20,000 to approach the 
all-time record of ‘Rag Time Band.’ 
Last week, $27,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-65-70) 
—Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Fleet’ (Col). Nothing spe- 
cial, but satisfactory at $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), $21,000. 

Parameunt (M-P) (1,800: 30-44-60) 
|—‘Give Out Sisters’ (U) and “Tomb- 
stone’ (M-G). So-so for a first run 
item at $11,000. Last week, ‘Priori- 
ties on Parade’ (Par) and ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G), $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3.600; 40-65-70)— 
‘Jackass Maii’ (M-G) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Fleet’ (Col). Plugging along 
at $15,000. Last week, ‘Somewhere 
I'll Find You’ (M-G) (2d wk), $14,900. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28-44- 
55)—‘Man Hunt’ (RKO) and ‘Pan- 
|ther’s Claw’ (PRC), with ‘Battle of 
| Midway.’ Average $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Black Doll’ (U) and ‘Lady in 
Morgue’ (U), $4.500. 








‘DANDY’, 306, ‘TALES,’ 
~~ 166, SOCKO IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 22. 

The big clicks here this week are 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ at the Stan- 
ley, and ‘Tales of Manhattan,’ at the 
New. Both are in at increased 
prices, with ‘Yankee’ reaching for a 
house record. 

Estimates for This Week 
(Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
—Panama Hattie’ ‘M- 
G). Hitting excellent pace figured 
lat $16,000. Last week, second of 
‘Somewhere Find You’ (M-G), 
steady $13,200. 
| Hippedrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
| 17-25-28-38-44-55-66) — ‘Big Street’ 
| (RKO) plus Blue Barron orch and 
James Barton on stage. Good re- 
| sponse at indicated $14,000. Last 
| week, second of “Talk of Town’ (Co!) 
| plus vaude headed by Larry Adler, 
got nice $13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
| 28-35-44-55 )—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (3d 
wk). Holding nicely at $8,000, after 





new 


Century 


28-35-46-55 } 





15° —‘Pardon My Sarong’ (Uy) and very strong total of $26,200 for pre- 
|*‘Berlin Correspondent’ (20th) (3d | vious brace 
| downtown wk). Looks very healthy | Mavfair (Hicks) (980: 20-40)— 
it $3,800 Last week, ‘Pat reef TO $25 000 IN CLEVE. General Died at Dawn’ (Par) (re- 
Hattie’ (M-G) and ‘Grand Central | ’ ue) Getting okay $4,900. Last 
l“urder’ (M-G) (3d ) wk), ” vee] ‘Joan of Ozark’ (Rep), good 
| good $3,000. Cleveland, Sept. 22 $5 400 
| -Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-39-50) Huskiest take is being conjured up New (Mechanic) (1.581: 17-28-35- 
‘Buses Roar’ (WB) and_ vaude. | by ‘Invisible Agent,’ at Palace, main- | 44-66)—‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th). 
| Action-packed bill going nicely, ly hypoed by Charlie Barnet’s orch,| Upped scale helping to rousing $16,- 
istrong $7,000. Last week, ‘Men of Jackie (oper and Diosa Costello. | 000: a phenomenal gross for this lim- 
1Te-cas’ (U) and vaude, good $6,800. | ‘Footlight Serenade,’ at Hipp, and | ited seater. Last week (17-28-35-44), 
| ajestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-40-50) — ‘Panama Hattie,’ at State, are doing | second of ‘Pied Piper’ (20th), added 
‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) and | OKay. : | $5.100 to solid $7,200 on first time 
‘Loves of Poe’ (20th). Looking for Estimates for This Week round : ra 
crand $13,000. Last week, ‘Pardon | Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55 )— 4 Stanley ; (WB) (3,286: 28-40-75 - 
Sarong’ (U) and ‘Berlin Correspond- | ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Pleasant $5,500 $1.10) aol Yankee Doodle Dandy 
e ° (20th) (2d wk), knockout/in sight for moveover from Hipp.| (WB). Going to town in sensational 
$12,000. |Last frame, ‘Pride Yankees’ (RKO) | style, with $1.10 top helping toward 
etropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 55)— | (6th wk), swell $6,600. record $30,000. Last week, second of 
‘Harvard Here I Come’ (Col) and|_ Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- “vs Sisters’ (WB), strong $11,700. 
‘Beaclicombers of 1942’ on stage, | 55)—‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th). | os an en (Loew's-UA) (1,450; 17- 
Show received nice press notices,|™4ots of life in this musical; good 28-44-55 )- Somewhere Find oe 
bu response was so-so $5,800 in | $15,500 indicated. Last round, ‘Gay | (M-G) (moveover). Nice soo ta 
th.ce-da- weekend run. Sisters’ (WB), surprised with $15,000, | after extra-good brace in downstairs 
; a _ a Palace (RKO) (3.700: 40-60-70)— Century. Last week, third of ‘Mrs. 
State (Loew) (3.200; 30-40-50)— ala _ es Miniver’ (M-G). great $12,600 
\‘Cairo’ (M-G) and ‘World At War.’ | Invisible Agent’ (U) plus Jackie |“ »& <,00U. 
; Spot should hit average $12,000 on Cooper, Charlie Barnet’s orch, Diosa | _ 
lthis one. Last week, ‘Somewhere | Costello on stage. Jitterbug clientele , " 
|Find You’ (M-G) (2d wk), nifty | out in regiments, building to mighty | 000. Last lap, ‘Somewhere Find You’ 
$12,000. “ | sweet $25,000. Last folio, ‘Across! (M-G) (2d wk), $14,000, okay. 
rand (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— | Pacific’ (WB) with Stan Kenton’s; Stillman (Loew's) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
‘Wake Island’ (Par) and ‘Alias|orch and Judy Canova, fine $22,000. | 55)—‘Somewhere’ (M-G). Move- 
| Boston Blackie’ Col) (3d wk). Fair | State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) | over gratifying $8,500. Last gallop, 
1$5,000, after knocking off wham|-—-‘Panama Hattie’ (M-G). Poor | ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) (2d wk), good 
1 $23,000 in second session. ijpress notices, but satisfactory $15,- | $6,100. 
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BIGGER and na BETTER. 


~ ‘SUN VALLEY SERENADE” 


“The best of the Sonja Henie pictures” 
says M. P. DAILY 

































A 


with 


JACK OAKIE 


FELIX BRESSART - OSA MASSEN 
JOAN MERRILL + FRITZ FELD 
STERLING HOLLOWAY 


SAMMY: KAYE 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Directed by BRUCE HUMBERSTONE 
Produced bY WILLIAM LeBARON 


Original Screen Play by Robert Ellis & Helen Logan 











CENTURY-FOX 
PICTURE 





ONE MORE WEEK TO GO IN THE SEPTEMBER BOND SALES DRIVE—KEEP DRIVING! 
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—__ 


tevens Succeeds Donohue for Par 
In Chi; Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





J. H. Stevens, for the past four 
years Par’s oranch manager at 
Indianapolis, has been appointed 
head of the Chicago exchange to 


succeed J. J. Donohue, recently pro- 
moted to Dallas district manager fol- 
lowing transfer of Hugh Owen to 
the homeoffice as eastern divisional 
chief. 

At Indianapolis Al Taylor, former 
branch manager at Omaha for Par, 
will take over, while Jesse McBride, 
salesman from the St. Louis office, 
goes into Taylor’s former post at 
Omaha. 


Philly’s First Casualty 
Philadelphia, Sept. 22. 

First casualty in the ranks of l@al 

. exhibs’ families in World War II was 

reported this week. Sidney Hirsh- 

berg, brother of Private Harold 

Hirshberg, Palace, Bethlehem, Pa., 

was killed during the Marine fight- 
ing on the Solomons. 

David Cooper, ex-Stanley-Warner- 
ite, upped to sergeant, and shipped 
overseas. 

Jacob Biben, brother of Harry 
Biben, noted booker, named manager 
of William Goldman’s News Theatre. 

Mastbaum is the first of the de- 
luxers to have an all-femme staff of 
ushers. 

Lee Blumberg has left the Stanley- 
Warner exploitation staff to take a 
post with a Gotham hosiery mill. 

George P. . Aarons, UMPTO 
counsel, recuperating home after a 
long seige at Graduate Hospital. 

Exhibs still talking about gala 
housewarming unveiling David Bar- 
rist’s new mansion in Merion. 

Ray O’Rourke, former operator of 
the Doris, joined the Paramount 
sales staff. 


No Lapidus Successor 

No successor has yet been chosen 
to Jules Lapidus, district manager at 
New York for Universal who has 
shifted to Warner Bros. but under- 
stood there will be a promotion from 
the ranks. Lapidus started with 
Warners yesterday (Tuesday) as 
metropolitan N, Y. district manager, 
ieft 


post vacant several weeks ago 
when Sam Lefkowitz resigned to 
jc n United Artists. 

The Lapidus appointment is the 


first of any importance to be made 
from the outside since Joe Bernhard 
became v.p. and general manager of 
Warners. 
Ed Laird to Republic 

d Laird, long a salesman with 

ited Artists at Dallas, resigned to 
Join Republic in that territory, in 
charge of the eastern Texas region. 
No successor a: UA as yet. 


St. Louis Buys and Sales 
_ St. Louis, Sept. 22. 
The Lux, 500-seater in Edwards- 


ville, Ill., sold by Virgil Merritt to 
Paul C. Horn, C. S. Metcalf and J. 
Ballard who also operate the Jersey 
in Jerseyville, Ill, 

Norton brothers,. Lee and Walter. 
sold their Norton, 300-seater, Colum- 


bia, Ill. to Charles Goldman, St. 
Louis, and Tommy Tobin, East St. 
Louis. Goldman and Tobin are part- 
ners in the State, O’Fallon, Ill. and 
the Capitol, Waterloo, Ill. The Nor- 
tons retain the Dupo, Ill., and the 


Norton Mascoutah, Tl. 
Frank Harris purchased the Alamo, 


Stewardson, Ill, from Omar C. 
Macy. 

E. G. Meyer, owner-operator of 
the Royal, Walmeyer, IIl., looking 


for buyer of the house before don- 
ning the khaki. 
Fete J. J. Grady 

oa Cincinnati, Sept. 22. 

; Variety Club Tent 3 will tender a 
restimonial dinner in its Netherland 
Plaza quarters Sept. 28 to James J. 
Grady, who moved up two 
ago from local manager to district 
manager for 20th Century-Fox. He 
is making headquarters in Cleve- 
land. 

Leavitt Bugie, former city sales- 
man, has beceme local manager. 
Irving Sochin took Over as 
salesman. 

Len Rosenthal Into Service 
Albany, N. Y., Sept. 22. 

Leonard Rosenthal. Troy attorney, 
oificer of the N. Y, State Unit of 
National Allied, Inc., and proprietor 
of the State theatre, Troy, honored 
by exhibitors and Film Row men at 


diungr in Dinty’s Terrace Garden, 
y Yiae 17. Rosenthal is going into the 
‘my, 





State, Oklahoma City, Reopens 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 22. 
The State closed past 10 days for 
redecorating and refurnishing, re- 


city | 





weeks | 





Opened Sept. 17 with ‘Pride of the | 


Yankees,’ 
manager of the State, 


DeFazio Upped in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 
_Sam DeFazio, manager of Harris 
circuit's Liberty theatre in East Lib- 
erty, has been promoted to the man- 


agership of the chain's key down- 
town house, the new J. P. Harris 
fe succeeds Bill Zeilor, who re- 


T. B. Noble, Jr., is owner- | 


| Saturday 


signed a week ago to go into the 
Army as a Volunteer Officer Candi- 
date. Dave Flamm, veteran Piits- 
burgh theatre man who last season 
was advance agent for ‘Roller Skat- 
ing Vanities,’ replaces DeFazio at 
the Liberty. Flamm was originally 
brought here to pilot downtown Sen- 
ator, but he stayed there only a 
fortnight, with M. M. Weir, long-time 
relief manager in the Harris outtit, 
getting the Senator berth. 

Morton Haaf, assistant manager of 
WB's Sheridan Square theatre in 
East Liberty, has been upped to the 
managership of the State in Wilkins- 
burg, and Len Shapiro, chief of 
service at the Sheridan Square, goes 
to the Schenley as assistant manager. 


_. Johnston Vice Connell 
Richard E. Johnston has been ap- 
pointed ad salesman at the Warner 
Bros. Memphis exchange, succeeding 
James Connell, who has joined the 


Navy. 
Another new ad-seller for the 
company is Robert Weiland, who 


succeeds Erhardt Meske in the Mil- 
into the Army. 
waukee territory. Meske has gone 
Ray Jones Vice Carden 
Fort Worth, Sept. 22. 
Ray Jones, former manager of the 
Majestic, San Antonio, now manager 
of the Hollywood here. He replaces 
Charlie Carden, in the Army. 


Allied of W. Pa. in Conv. 


The 22d annual convention of Al- 
lied Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Western Pennsylvania will be 
held Oct. 19-20 at the William Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh. Sam Fleischman, 
convention chairman. 

M. A. Rosenberg is president. 

Dave Prince, southeasxern district 
manager for RKO, was in town last 
week on sales matters. 

Feminine Doormen 
Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

The World, Paramount - Steffes 
sureseater first-run, is switching to 
lady doormen because of the war 
inroads on male help. The door- 
women will be between 40 and 50 
years of age. The theatre plans to 
replace male ushers with women, 
too, within a month 





Canadian Changes 
Ottawa, Sept. 22. 
Robert (Babe) Berezin, Elgin the- 
atre manager, goes to Oshawa as 
manager of the 20th-Century The- 
atres, Ltd., house there. Elgin’s as- 
sistant manager, John Kirk, goes to 
head office in Toronto. Stewart 
Gillespie, Ottawa native, replaces 


Berezin, with Ernest Reid, Commun- | 


ity theatre, Welland, as assistant. 


Harrisburg Property Sold 


Harrisburg, Pa., Sept. 22 
Hill Amus. Co., Inc.. of Wilming- 
ton, Del., has purchased from the 


Harrisburg National Bank for $13,000 
the three-story building housing the 
Star theatre here, it was shown by a 
deed filed for record here last week. 


Denver Changes 
Denver, Sept. 22 

Mark N. Alling, for eight years 
with the RKO Golden Gate theatre 
in Frisco, meved into the manager- 
ship of the local RKO Orpheum, 
succeeding Mickey Gross, who's 
joined the Marines. 

The Isis, Lamar, Col., closed three 
years, reopened 
* Richard W. Dekker has moved 
into the managership ef the Victory, 
Denver, from a similar post at the 
Rex, Grighton, Col., where he was 
succeeded by Don Cook. for some 
time assistant at the Gothic, Denver. 

Mike Lee, former PRC 
salesman, has moved over to Colum- 
bia, succeeding Sam Kramer as city 
salesman 


Hugh Rennie Fox sale man, re- 
cuperating at home atte hospitaling 
with a serious illne 


the State 
Denver hos- 


George Allan, Sr., of 
North Platte, Neb., in a 
pital for a tonsilectom)s 

Abel Davis, Roxy 


goes an operation on one of hi 


owner, under- 


Griffin's Dock St. 
Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 22 


Gordon Griffin named director of 


Dock Street theatre, Charleston. 
Native of China, Griffin directed 


Omaha Community theatre past four 
years and previously was engaged 
in theatre work at Duluth, Minn. 

Lure theatre, Lake Lute, N. C., 
destroyed by fire. J. W. Griffin, 
Forest City. N. C., owner. 

New 1,000 seater opened at Green- 
ville army air base. 

Rialto, Atlanta, 
for $20,000 repairs. 


fire-damaged, set 


Chi G. O. H. Stuck for Pix 
Chicago, Sept. 22. 


(19) as a 
postponed its opening because of an 
inability to obtain product. 
will announce opening date shortly 





| sold 





To the Fields, Men 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Tomatoes, potatoes, carrots 
and other edibles, once ducked 
by the show business, are being 
nurtured this year by the film 
industry’s Public Relations Com- 
mittee as part of the War Man- 
power Commission’s drive to 
save nation’s crops. 

Robert Taplinger has been ap- 
pointed special publicity § ad- 
visor, with the idea of stimulat- 
ing all studio flackeries in a 
drive to impress the public with 
the necessity of all citizens, not 
otherwise engaged, to go out 
into the fields and help with the 
crop-picking. Shortage of field 
labor, as a result of the war, is 
threatening destruction of crops 
all along the Pacific Coast. 


24-SHEETS IN TOWN IN 
FAVOR; NO AUTO TRAVEL 


Although understood some dis- 
tributors from time to time give 
away 24-sheets in order to get ad- 
vertising on their pictures, that 
practice is expected to come to a 


halt as result of heavily increased 
orders for the 24’s. This is due, ac- 
cording to opinion of accessories ex- 
ecutives, because many more boards 
are now available at lower costs in- 
side as well as outside of cities. 

Space is plentiful, chiefly because 
many former large users of the 
boards have curtailed 24-sheet ad- 
vertising due to the war and con- 
version to war activities and pro- 
duction. Among exhibs, boards are 
more in demand in town since auto 
travel has reduced their importance 
along out-of-town highways. 

An example of how the sale of 24- 
sheets has soared is drawn from 
figures of one of the New York ex- 
changes showing purchases to 











be | 








running three and four times as high | 


as for last winter. The sheets aver- 
age around $2 each. 

According to Bernard B. Good- 
man, accessories sales manager for 
Warner Bros., more 24’s have been 
in one month on one of the 
company’s pictures than were sold 
usually during the entire release of 
an average film. 


Can. Booth Shortage 





Ottawa, Sept. 22. 
With frequent job switching go- 
ing on and a hold-up caused by 


National Selective Service which 
does not yet consider the theatre an 
‘essential industry’ in Canada, the 
projectionist shortage in this part of 
the country is acute. 

So much so that Bill Hartnett, biz 
mgr. for the union here, spent last 
week jin hospital from the 


| headaches he has had trying to keep 


the booth line unbroken. 








| Soviet Reels 


Continued from page 5 











amount of Russian subject matter 


| getting into the reels. 


and RKO | 


} 


Pass Rewards for Scrap Clicked 
So Well It's Now Being Extended 











Pix Coordinator 


Continued from page Il 























would also act in an advisory 
capacity on proposals affecting the 
use of materials, talent and man- 
power within the trade. 


Among those who have been men- 
tioned for the post are Eddie Man- 
nix, Walter Wanger and David O. 
Selznick. Mannix has been as- 
suming important status as an in- 
dustry spokesman for some time past 
in discussing industry problems with 
officials in Washington. Wanger was 
in Washington last week, following 
stopovers in Dallas and Richmond, 
Va., leaving N. Y. for the Coast Fri- 
day (18). He has recently been 
mentioned in connection with active 
war work, 

Reports of the appointment ap- 
parently stem from sentiment within 
the trade favoring representation for 
the film industry on the War Pro- 
duction Board and in other official 
departments so that regulations 
which may be designed to curb the 
power of the screen may be fuily 
debated in advance of promulgation. 

While Lowell Mellett has been 
serving as the Government-ap- 
pointed film coordinator, his activr- 
ties have largely been via suggestion 
with regard to story material. An 
overall production czar would osten- 
sitly be given broader powers over 
the screen with the likelihood that 
the exec would also be able to pre- 
sent industry views to Washington 
at the same time. 


Nelson Summons Mannix 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Metro’s general manager, Eddie 
Mannix, has left for Washington on 
summons from Donald Nelson. 


Says he has no idea what the WPB| 


chief wants with him, but’ reports 


are current he has been under con-| 


sideration as headman of the Salvage 


| Drive. 


super- | 


Newsreel editors deny that they 
haven't used every possible bit of | 
suitable Soviet footage that has been | 


As a matter 
for 


made available to them. 
of fact, they say, they’re achin 
it. 


battle pictures—despite the world’s 
most fierce war going on in every 
part of the globe—the newsreel 
maker-uppers declare they'll! grab at 
anything like realistic fighting se- 
q iences 

As a matter of fact, the Russian 
censorship is every bit as strong a 
that of the other warring nations, 
the newsreel men say, and the rea- 
son why there’s not more Russia! 
battle footage is the same a vhy 
'there’s not more U. S. or English. In 


| that 
| footage to 


| way. 


addition, transportation is 
that makes the arrival of Soviet film 
irregular and undependable. 

There has also been some 
tion, denied by Artkino, distrib in 
this country of Russe product, that 
outfit holds out good Soviet 
make up feature-length 
films, such as the current ‘Moscow 
Strikes Back.’ Latter is doing ex- 
ceptional biz at the Globe on Broad- 


Nicholas Napoli, Artkino top- 
per declared that all this film is 
|available to the newsreels before 


| features are made up. 
Grand Opera House, slated to open 


picture house, | 


Theatre | 


a subsequent run house at popular | 


ces, 


Despite .the protestions of the 
newsreel eds, Daily Worker and its 
readers insist that Stalin’s 
are not getting an even shake in the 


semi-weekly U. S. releases and that 
old antipathy to anything Red is to 
blame 


With the current dearth of good | 


| acquired. 














Selznick Int’l 


Continued from page5 =e 














lah,’ “Tom Sawyer’ and ‘Intermezzo.’ 


Whitney purchased ‘Fauntleroy,’ 
‘Young in Heart,’ ‘Made for Each 
Other,’ and SIP’s interest in ‘Black- 


out.” Latter is a British pix in 
which SIP had a third interest with 
Goldwyn and Ed Small, UA 


helding the balance 


Sam 


Selznick and 


ter than $100,000 for the pix they 


Selznick’s Holdings 


+ 


| 
Between i 





| 


Because use of passes to encoure 
age scrap contributions has proved 
successful in several experiments in 
key 
mittee 


spots, industry’s salvage come 
that ticket 
wherever 


possible in the national scrap came 


may recommend 


giveaways be employed 
Medium for rece 


ommending and installing such pro- 
cedure was put before the Publie 


paign next month. 


Relations Committee, eastern di- 
vision, at its meeting last Thurs- 
day (17). Though still helping to 
put over the industry’s September 


war bond drive, the PRC is starting 
to map details of film business’ par- 
ticipation in the October salvage 
drive. 
With 
munities 


the knowledge that com- 
which used a free theatre 


admission arrangement to _ boost 
scrap iron collections, reported 
phenomenal results, proposal is to 


employ such plan on a nationwide 


scale. PRC is working, of course, 
in conjunction with the War Ace 
tivities Committee. 


Despite all appeals in the past, 
checkup by industry leaders reveals 
that such a simple device as gratis 
theatre tickets actually did more to 
break the log jam and start scrap 
material moving to collection agen- 
cies than anything devised thus far. 
Idea outlined is to leave it up to 
individual exhibitors to set the 
number of passes and requirements, 
depending on the drawing popula- 
tion and local conditions. Such cir- 
cumstances would decide whether 
one free ducat or a pair would be 
given for 10 pounds, 20 pounds, 50 
or 100 pounds of scrap material. The 
main thing will be to persuade whole 
blecks of theatres to go for the free 
ticket arrangement so the salvage 
bottleneck may be broken. 

Earl Wingart, assistant to Glendon 
| Allvine, secretary of the PRC, is be- 
ing loaned to the salvage drive. He 
new is on loan to the WAC on the 
war bond campaign, but moves over 








to the scrap campaign the first of 
| October. His first task will be to 
| line up necessary trailers needed in 


| theatres to bally the scrap drive. 

PRC picked up David Lipton to 
| head one committee on the drive and 
| Harry Goldberg and David Weshner 
| siemadie are cooperating with him in 
ithe Public Relations portion of the 
campaign. 


HOT MARGIE HART ADS 
GET FROWN FROM HAYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 





Selznick also assume he per- 
ann n st le nar si oiaas Hot publicity pitch on Margie Hart 
SIP had with Joan Fontaine. Vivien | in the Monogram picture, ‘Lure of 
Leigh, Ingrid Bergman, Alan Mar- | the Islands,’ running at the Colony 
shall, Alfred Hitchcock and Robert | theatre in Hollywood, was squeiched 
Stevenson. No cash changed hands | 

for these contracts, and none was | suddenly by a protest from the Hays 
| expected, since the papers contained | office. Newspaper ads acclaimed 
| minimum guarantees which Selz- | Margie, burlesque stripper, as the 
nick assumed. Likewise, taken over | ‘yankee Nude’ll Dandy’ and the 
by David O. Selznick was the SIP | ‘strip Pippin.” Monogram denied 
obligation to UA for two picture - | complicity in the sex implications, 
This obligation has since been | charging that the theatre had 
| vcided, presumably in the deal] handled all newspaper blurbs. In 
whereby Selznick became a partner | addition. the film house sent out 
in UA ;handbills glorifying Margie as ‘sex- 

As to why the firm split, there are | ational, charged with sextricity’ in 
!as many guesses as demands for a her ‘first screen sizzler.’ Ads quoted 
second front. The Whitney clan | Walter Winchell as referring to the 
was deeply involved in SIP, Jock gal as ‘The Poor Man’s Garbo.’ 
Whitney alone having about $4,000 N. ¥. Hays office previously had 
000 invest He wanted an out complained to Mono about its torrid 
especially with the then cloudy pre eet on this picture, saying it 
wo! outlook Reportedly they esi writen. Get Gia ende endl 
were prepared to write-off their in- if the pre naan et tonne 

r ent en, ‘GWTW’ and ae) dean 

( clicked and paid off like ee" 
boranzas,. giving them an oppor- | Word ‘Hell’ Raises Ditto 
tunity to wash up the corporation | Streamlining of the Hays office 
while in the black. Thus the firm : : 


problem 


sugges- | 


filed dissolution papers in August, 


1940, received the usual two years to | ern 


dispose of ita assets. 
DENVER 
(Continued from page 11) 


A. Poe’ (20th). Sturdy $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Talk Town’ (Col) and ‘Lucky 





| Legs’ (Col), big $14,000. 


|} second 


(RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50- 
(M-G) and ‘Pierre 
Trim $13,500, and 
in town. Stays for 
Last week, ‘Bambi’ 
and ‘Highways by 


Orpheum 
60 )-—‘Crossroads’ 
Plains’ (M-QG). 
best new entry 
session, 


(RKO) (2d wk) 


| Night’ (RKO), okay $8,000. 


hordes | 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
‘Invisible Agent’ (U) and ‘One Born 
Every Minute’ (U). Big $7,500. Last 


| the 


| week, ‘Footlight Serenade’ (20th) | 
and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th), | 
i1tlo 


' 
advertising code is to be studied by 


the Public Relations Committee east- 
group, with the PRC to offer 
recommendations and changes fol- 
lowing intensive study. Feeling with 
some PRC members is that present 
regulations of the ad code need 
changing to fit wartime conditions. 
Decision is understood to be an 
aftermath of the rumpus over use of 
word ‘hell’ in ad copy. 

Hays directorate last week upheld 
the executive committee ruling that 
using the word ‘hell’ in ‘Wake Island’ 
advertising violated the code. Basis 
of ruling is understood based on the 
contention that if an exception to 
code rules was granted in this case, 
code would crumble bee 
cause of future requests for exempe- 
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LONDON OFFICE 
Trafalgar Sqtare 





elson Rockefeller In Explanation 


On Coordinator 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 15 
Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs does not in 
way control subject matter, distri- 


any | 


| 


bution or any other aspect of U. 5S 


+ 


film industry in South America, it 
was made clear to local press reps 
here during the visit of Nelson 
Rockefeller. 

Rockefeller, stopping over in B. A. 
between longer stays in Brazil and 
Chile, was hot-seated on the film 
question by inquisitive  pencil- 
pushers who cornered him in his 
Hotel Plaza _ suite. Coordinator, 
speaking excellent Spanish, 
plained that while his office 
naturally anxious to bring about 
closer collaboration between the 
States and Latin America in every 


was 


sense—cultural, political and eco- 
nomic—its chief purpose re films 
was to aid picture companies, both 


north and south of the border, by a 
furtherance of idea and production 
inter-change. 

Collaboration now being devel- 
oped by the Office of the Cordinator, 
it was explained, was not just a 
question of war economy, but would, 
it was hoped, also extend into time 
of peace. Problem of inter-conti- 
nental interchange was constantly 
shifting, he added, and one of the 
purposes of his trip was to study at 
first hand some of the factors in- 
volved. 

Shipping Difficulties 

Shortage of shipping, he added, 
caused difficulties in developing 
trade, but every effort is being made 
to solve the problem. 

Rockefeller’s hit with the 
and public, not only here during his | 
stopover, but in Brazil, where he 
©.0.-ed and huddled with officials for 
a week, was solid. As sponsor of | 
many a good-will-wooing, hemi- 
sphere-harmony furthering Yanqui, 
he was carefully eyed, particularly 
by suspicious Latins. Command of 
Spanish and Portuguese, frankness 
in answering even the most em- 
barrassing questions and familiarity 
with S. A. problems got him a big 
hand everywhere. 

Trip to Brazil was at the invita- 
tion of the Brazilian Government s0 





press 


that Rockefeller could attend the 
llth Pan American Sanitary Con- 
ference and also study problems 
arising from the economic develop- 
ment of northern Brazil. Area, 


which is as big as half the U. S., 
being worked for the production of 
all tropical products, including ri 
ber that can assist the war produc- 
tion of the U. S. and Brazil. 

In Chile Rockefeller addressed 
closing sessions of the Inter-Ameri- 
Conference on Social Security 
Also planned short stopovers 
Lima, Peru, and Bogota, Colombia 

Accompanied on the trip by John 
McClintock, Assistant Coordinator: 
and Francis A. Jamieson, head of 
the Press Division of the Offic« 


‘LET'S FACE IT’ SET FOR 
LONDON HIPP IN OCT. 


London, Sept. 10 
Face ay 
has finally acquired from Jack 
Tom Arnold after pro- 


negotiations, is 


ib- 


can 








*Let’s 
Black 
Waller 
tracted 


which 


and 
finally et 
for the Hippodrome around middle 
of October. 
‘DuBarry Was a 
Arnold-Harry 


Lady,’ the Ton 
Foster musical star- 
Arthur Ris- 


ring Frances Day and 
coe, opens in Manchester Sept. 22 
fs: four weeks then comes to Hi: 


Majesty’s theatre for run. 
Jack Buchanan’s ‘Waltz Without | 


End,’ an Eric Maschwitz-Bernard 
Grune musical, based on life of 
Chopin and his music, opens cald 


at Cambridge theatre Oct. 29. 

Linnit & Dunfee’s ‘The Duke in 
Darkness,’ by Patrick Hamilton. fea- | 
turing Leslie Banks, Michael Red- | 
grave, Walter Fitzgerald and Hugh 
Burden, stays out of town for three 
weeks, then comes to West End, with 
no theatre yet set. This is straight 
Play with symphony orchestra ac- 
ccmpaniment, Shortage of musicians 
necessitated recording entire  inci- 
certal music, which was done by 30 
musicians, under leadership of Alan 
Brsh, at Morris Levy’s Bond street 
studios, 


exX- |* 


} 


scheduled 





Delfont to Revive 


‘Nanette’ in London 


London, Sept. 10. 

Bernard Delfont, in association 
with Hyams Bros. has acquired rights 
to ‘No, No Nanette,’ which he intends 
to revive early next year. Show was 
originally staged here by Clayton & 
Waller at the Palace in 1926, and 
was the outstanding success of the 
season. It was revived 10 years 
later at the London Hippodrome, 
with Barbara Vernon, American, 
who was part of act of Russell and 
Marconi, as lead, playing the Binnie 


| Hale part. 


Show will be produced by Henry 
Kendall, who will also appear in it, 
with femme lead to be played by 
Jean Colin. 





SISTROM T0 DO 


3 FOR PAR IN 


LAND 


London, Sept. 10. 
David E. Rose, Paramount manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, has 
about completed confabs with Wil- 


j liam Sistrom, recently employed by 


Par to handle the next three features 
planned for London Production. Hud- 
le: were on Sir James M. Barrie’s 
‘The Old Lady Shows Her Medals,’ 
irst of the three-picture deal. Sis- 
rom recently resigned his RKO pro- 
luction post to work for Par. 

Paramount originally produced 
this as ‘Seven Days Leave,’ with 
Gary Cooper and Beryl Mercer. 

Milland Held in U. S. 

While Rose attempted to get Ray 
Milland to star in this picture, it 
now seems doubtful if latter will be 
able to make it. Despite the fact 
that Milland -is eager to visit his 
father, who is ill in London, he is 
to start Oct. 15 on ‘Lady 
in the Dark,’ scheduled for Holly- 
wood production, 


f 
i 
+ 
it 
C 


CLAUDIA BIG 
LONDON CLICK 


London, Sept. 22 

which opened at St 
n’s on Sept. 17, looks like a cer- 
ti Production i: 
ably acted throughout, with the press 
raving Pamela un- 


‘Claudia,’ 
in success, 


admir- 


over Brown, an 


known provincial actress, in the title 
le Dorothy McGuire created th 
lead in New York.) 


Some newspapers decried the way 
impending motherhood is _ treated 
flippantly. Audience generally did 
not with crix opinion of 


the show. 


agree this 


Reap’ Smash $6,000 In 
Havana; ‘To Be’ $2,100 


Havana, Sept. 15 


nount’s ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 
f e pace at the America this 
week, rollins up a smash $6,000 
Picture received extensive adverti 


and publicity and playéa at 60- 
instead of theatre’s usual 50-60c 
‘Reap’ will be 
at the Encanto and an- 


Fausto, both | first-run 


80c 


aan 510n 


is Likely 
given a week 
other at 
houses. 
At Fausto, ‘To Be Or Not to Be’ 
(UA) did fair-to-middling, about 


Purpose In S. Amer. 


| 








Buxtons Add to String 


{ 
| 


| 


| 


Of Provincial Cinemas 
London, Sept. 10. 


Buxton Bros., who own string of | 


atres in Manchester dis- 


picture t} 


trict, have invaded London and its 


environs to add to their holdings. 

Latest acquisitions are Camberwell 
Palace, Hammersmith; 
Deptford; Rio and Forest Gate. 

They are also dickering to acquire 
small circuit of 15 houses in the 
provinces. When deal is accom- 
plished, they will be bosses of around 
45 houses. 


New 10-12%, Tax 


In Aussie Sought 


Vs, U.S. Pic Cos. 


Sydney, Sept. 22. 

Federal Treasurer W. Chifley, 
under wartime jurisdiction, is mov- 
ing to amend the income tax bill to 
allow a new tariff of 10 to 12% on 
all coin earned by U:S. distribs here. 
It would be credited to their respec- 
tive bank credits in Australia. 

There are eight major American 
units operating in this zone, and the 
revenue collected from distribution 
in Anzac territory is already frozen 
to a major extent under dollar re- 
strictions set up by the Australian 
government. 

New tax, if passed—and it looks 
like a certainty—will sock distrib- 
utors an amount apart from the 


Broadway, | 




















He was in the merchant marine for 


coupla years, so can handle sea legs. 


C. K. (Copper) Dwinell, manager 
of the Aviation Terrace and Kitty 


| Hawk Room operated by the Hotel 








New Yorker at La Guardia Air- 
port, N. Y., resigned to take up 
duties as captain in the U. S. Air 


Corps, effective Aug. 20. Edward 
C. Sherry, formerly assistant man- 
ager, replacing. 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Al Horowitz, chief 
Army Signal Corps. 
Robert Leeds, film cutter, 
Signal Corps. 
Jerry Young, film librarian, Army 
Signal Corps. 


cameraman, 


Army 


Bill Nicholson, theatre manager, 
Army. 
Stanley Rubin, screen’ writer, 


| Army Air Force. 





Howard Child, 
Navy. 


studio technician, 


David Lewis, film producer, Army. 

Jack Jungmeyer, Jr., screen writer, 
to the picture unit of the Army Air 
Force, 

Harold Lewis, studio manager at 
RKO-Pathe, Army. 

Bert Teitlebaum, chief art direc- 
tor at Warners, Army Air Corps. 

Ralph Davis, film cutter, Army Air 


| Force. 
| 


Phil 
Army. 


Molloy, studio technician, 


Adrian Weiss, film. editer, Army} 


Air 
Henry Wilkinson, sound 


Force. 


recorder, 


present high wartime taxation and | Army Singal Corps 


increased operational costs. T 
Distributors Association here will 
take the matter up imediately with 
governmental officials in Canberra. 


'Britain’s Mobile Film 


| 


London, Sept. 22. Air Force 
The 100 mobile film units now Daniel Landres, film editor, Singal 
operated throughout the _ British | Corps. 
Isles by the Ministry of Informa-| Milton Schwarz, Jack Crrigan, | 
tion have gained a reputation for| both film cutters, both Army Air} 
activity almost right around the! Force. 
clock. They exhibited pix to 3,000,-| Jack Corrigan, film editor, Army 
}090 people last year and are ex- Air Force. . 
| pected to reach almost 5,000,000 in Joe Hiatt, production assistant, | 
| 1942. Coast Guard. 
In the morning, the units play to | Bill McCrystal, studio technician, 
} School children, showing them spe-| Army Air Force 
cial films about the Empire and Le n Benson. press agent, Army 
In the alternoon, house- Air Force. 
nake up the audience. They | Dave Lory, film technician, Army 


Units Expected to Reach 


9,000,000 by End of ’42 4 





4 


| 


James Simmons, studio press agent, 
Army Signal Corps, 
Ray Dennenbaum, John Campbell, 


both studio press agents, Army Air? 


Force. 


Otto Ludwig, film editor, Signal | 


| Corps. 
David Lees. still photographer, 
| Army Air Force. 
Jerry Sackheim, screen. writer, 
rmy Air Force 
Bill Tutle, studio makeup, Army. 


is about food and wartime 
ousew ife in addition to general 
picture 
Evenings often find the units set 
iD iarn é community | 
] th special films for farm | 
workers. And to top it off, there’s 
usually a ‘midnight matinee’ between | 
{ts at an armament factory. 


Shows are free and generally 


| 


run 


| 
} 
| 


Revive ‘Belle’ in London | 


: 
London, 


Sept. 22. 


Revival of ‘Belle of New York’ at 
the Coliseum was well received 
|during the past week. 

Show has been doing well since 


it opened 


‘Army’s’ 3706 








| 
| 





Continued from page 2 = 


en. 
tional Tuesday (29) for an 11-day 
engagement. Up to Monday (21) 
| the D. C. advance sale was $53.000. 


That doe: nelude the opening 
night, topped at $16.50, gate fo) 


evening totaling $15,000. 


| date will be Pittsburgh, at the Nixon, 


| next in line. 
| see the soldier show at the Opera 


| 


$2,100. Picture had previously played | 


the Encanto to fair business. ‘De- 
s:gn for Living’ (M-G) did $2,100 at 
th: Encanto, fair. 

Surprise of the week was the 
Argentine film, ‘La Mentirosa,’ star- 
ring Nini Marshall. It grossed $3.200 
at the Payret. House had been in 
deldrums -but last three Spanish- 


| Speaking hits have brought it back 
‘La Mentirosa’ stays a sec- | 


to life. 
ond week. 

The Nacional, lately a vaudeville 
emporium, returns to film-only this 
week with Universal's ‘Eagle Squad- 
ron,’ following its highly successful 


@ngagement at the America. 





| 


|} ang 


with the “Tastbaum, 


After 


Philadelphia, 
that Boston will 


house. The Philly date is for two 
weeks, lower floor being split at $4.40 
and $3.30. Because af the capacity, 
over 4,600, that engagement may see 
the highest gross of the tour. 

N. Y. legit list loses another rea] 
success in ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which 
exits from the Majestic after a stay 
of 36 weeks. Recent pace was $20,000, 
which figure was approached last 
week. High for the run, which tops 
al! revivals in length, was $23,000, 
only offish attendance having been 
on Wednesday afternoons. No doubt 
the George Gershwin classic could 
remain until the first of the year 
the management concedes an 
error in booking it on the road 


that | 
Following | a 


| Julian *Harmon, Screen writer. 
Army Signal Corps. 
Pete Alvarado. cartoon g it 
Marines 
Earl Walter, film technician, Army 
Robert Schiffer, make up mal 
| Coast Guard 
| William Tracey, film cartoonist, | 
AI «cre 
avai V Yo 
} 7. , 
| Charley Foy, nitery owner, Army 
Air Force. 
John O'Malley, studio electrician 





; into Army Oct. 9. 


Del Frazier, shorts director, Army 


Bill Edwards, film technician, 
Army. 

Ring Lardner, Jr., screen writer, 
Army Air Force 

Grant Withers, film actor, Coast 
Guard, 

Fred Hershon, theatre operat 
Navy. 

Robert Boyle, studio art director 
Army Signal Corps. 

Ralph A, Wolfe, film cartoonist 
Army. 

Earl Oliver, screen playe A y 
Air Force 

Sherry Shourds, assistant director, 
Army. 

Eugene Busch, script clerk, Army. | 

Richard Hogan, screen cartoonist, 


Army. 


rmy. 
Desmond Marquette, 
Army Signal Corps. 
Field Gray, art director, Army Air 
Force. 
Morton Brown, talent agent, Army. 
John Lee Mahin, screen play- 
wright, Army Air Force. 
Wayne Bateman, theatre manager, 
Army Air Force. 
George Eldredge, 
Army. 


film cutter, 


screen actors 


Philly’s Crop 
Philadelphia, Sept. 22. 


Bob Laurence, WCAU staff an- | 


nouncer, Army. 
Floyd MacLeod, assistant manager 


of the Bellevue-Stratford, Army. 
om Neal, WIBG spieler, Army 
n. 


Milt Shapiro, nitery press agent. 


+ le re } , . } 
irt- Gordon, former member of 


Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 











the Philly Record 
rm. Signal Corps. 
Robert Barry, Inquirer 
ton correspondent, 
Corps, 


staff, lieutenant 


Washing- 
captain, Marine 





Gabber In As Captain 


Cleveland, Sept. 22. 
Ellis C. Vander Pyl, WTAM com- 
mentator, left for Army Air Force 


| training center in Miami to assume 


his duties as a captain. 
He will be assigned to the inte)li- 
gence division and will go to Wash- 


|}ington after six weeks’ training. 


Army Ups WGY Man 
Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 22 
Wilbur Morrison, who worked in 


ithe WGY news department and did 
pe 4 


was commissioned recently as a lieu-e 


e announcing before enlisting, 





tenant in Army Air Corps. He grad- 
uated as a bombadier at Williams 


| Fiying School, Chandler, Ariz. 


Hy Blane’s Ltd. Service 





| USO-Camp 


’ ~ Séamaa cfm o% © 
| limited service at 


'son, of LaGrange, 1. 
lia the 
| liminary training at the U. S. Naval 


= 
| Tower theatre, army. 


enter WAACS is 
Bickers, cashier at the Malco theatre. 





Hy Blane, Coast supervisor 
Shows, drafted 

fort Douglas, Salt 
Lake City, Utah. Charles Maddock, 
of New York, fills his slot at Camp 


for 


into 


| Shows. 


Fiction te Truth 


Great Lakes, Il, Sept. 22. 

Portraying the role of a sailor in 
‘The First Line,’ CBS _ Coast-to- 
Coast radio show, apparently had 
its influence on William J. Even- 
He’s enlisted 
Navy, now receiving pre- 
Training Station here, He's also 
acted in legit, vaude and as a band 


singer, 


Ottawa Musician Joins RCAF 


Ottawa, Sept. 22 
Armond Weisbord, director of the 


Chateau Laurier concert trio, has 
| turned 


the baton over to his pi- 
anist, Alfred Edgecombe, and joined 


¢ 


the Royal Canadian Air Force. Sta- 


tioned at Rockcliffe (Ottawa suburb 
airport), Weisbord will eventually 
become a member of the RCAF 


band. 


Detroit’s Duo 
Detroit, Sept. 22 
Jack Hurford, manager of the Fox 
here, captain in Army 
Corps. 
Bill Hendricks, publicity staff Unit- 
ed Detroit Theatres, Marine Corps. 


Specialists 


Kansas City 
Kansas City, Sept. 22 
Webb Witmer, WDAF announcer, 
to local Civilian Defense office. 
Neil Keehn, announcer; Eddie E - 
wards, sound effects man, and Hiram 
Higsby, m.c. and hillbilly entertain- 


Servicemen 


er, all of KMBC, into maritime 
service, 
Jon Yost, assistant manager at 


R. M. Dickerson, assistant 


pheum theatre, 


at Or- 
air corps. 


From Hartford 
Hartford, Conn., Sept. 22 


Frank Ramsey, 21, manager of the 


WB nabe Lenox here, U. S. Army. 
Left for Fort Devens, Mass. 
Henry Zaccardi, local AFM prez, 


erving his second hitch in the arr 
Inducted recently, he also s¢ 
the first World War. 


rved in 


Air St 


Boston Nitery Man Reports 
Boston, Sept. 22 


} 4 


Tommy Maren, operator of the 
Beachcomber _ nitery and Dinty 
Moore’s restaurant here, has been 


commissioned a lieutenant in the 
Army Air Corps and has reported 


for duty. 


Memphis Cashier in WAACS 
Memphis, Sept. 22 
First femme from local trade to 
Mary Elizabeth 


She volunteered, was sworn in at 
to Des Moines for training. 
Fort Oglethorpe, and is being sent 


Hello Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 22 

John Galbraith, KGO-Blue net- 
work announcer, Army. 

Alan Hale, Jr., sworn into Coast 
Guard here and sent to transbay 
Alameda for basic training. 

Rei Quinn, onetime KYA general 
Manager, quartermasier officer in 
U. S. Army transport service. 

Graham Kislingbury, publicity di- 
rector Golden Gate theatre. 
public relations division Army. 


into 


mien. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART This Week's New Shorts 





(For information of theatre and film 


for the current quarterly period 


panies ; 
VARIETY and the running time of p? 

Key to Type Abbreviations M—Melodrama; 

Drama; W-—-Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic 


exchange bookers 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 


Date 


VARIETY prese 
corn- 
of reviews as given tm 
ints are included.) 

CD Co leay 
MU—Mius cal 


C—Coime dy; 
Drama; 


Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time 








WEEK OF RELEASE—?7 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col Ww 
Drums of the Congo (U) M 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 63 M 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10 41 w 








61 
85 
58 


WEEK OF RELE ASE—1/28/42 











Escape from Crime “(Ww B) 63 M 
This Above All (20th) 5 13 RD 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6.17 M 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) Ww 
Hi Neighbor (Rep) Cc 





51 
118 
65 
6) 


WEEK OF RELEASE 7 


Jackass Mail (M-G) 6 17 ep 
The Sombrero Kids (Rep) 

Joan of Ozark (Rep) 7 22 c 
Invisible Agent (U) 85 M 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/6/42 





Blondie For Victory (col) c 
Crossroads (M-G) 6 24 RD 
Smart Alecks (Mono) 9 9 C 
Klondyke Fury (Mono) 7/15 w 
Call of the Canyon (Rep) 8/19 b 


It Happened in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 Cc , 
Pardon My Sarong (U) 8/5 Cc 


su 


80 
79 


34 
66 
68 
71 
80 
83 


16 42 

B. Elliot-T. Ritter 

S. Erwin-O. Munson 
A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 


B. Jones-T. McCoy 
R. “Travis-J. Bishop 
T. Power-J. Fontaine 


J. Carroll-R. Hussey 
T. Holt-R, Whitley 





J. Parker-J. Archer 

/30/42 

W. Beery-M. Main 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 


J. Cavona-J, EF. Brown 
i. Massey-J. Hall 





P. singleton-R. Lake 

W. Powell-H, Lamarr 
R. Pryor-M. Rosenbloom 
E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 

G. Autry-S. Burnett 

L. Nolan-C. Landis 
Abott & Costello 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/13/42 








Bad Men of the Hills (Col) 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 
Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mono) 9,16 
Timber (U) 8 12 

The Old Homestead (Rep) 8/26 


anes 


133 
63 
58 
68 


¢. ’Starrett- L, Walters 
G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
L. Carrillo-A. Divine 
Weaver Bros. 





Talk of the Town (c ol) tf 29 cD 
Borders of the West (Mono) w 
Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 cD 
Priorities on Parade (Par) 7/29 MU 
Bambi (RKO) 5 27 cD 
The Pied Piper (20th) 7 8 D 
Shadows of the Sage (Rep) Ww 


WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 . 


118 





! 


Cc. Grant-J. Arthur 
B. Jones-T. McCoy | 
R. Milland-B, Fields 
A. Miller—J. Johnson 
(Disney Cartoon) } 
M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
Three Mesqueteers 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 


One Thrilling Night 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 
Loves of Edgar Allan Poe 


(Mono) 7, 1 M 
6/17 M 
(20th) 7/8 M 





‘69 
84 
67 


J. Beal- Ww. Mc Kay 
L. Barrymore-P. Dorn 
J. _Sheppard- -L. Darnell 


WEEK OF REL EASE 9/3/42 


Vengence of the West (Col) w 
Sabotage Squad (Col) 8 5 .. 


Arizona Stagecoach (Mono) 


The Big Street (RKO) 85 cD 
Orchestra Wives (20th) 8 12 MU 
Across the Pacific (WB) %/19 M 





WEEK OF RELEASE 


Spirit “of Stanford. (c ol) cD 
Isle of Missing Men (Mono) M 
Youth on Parade (Rep) Ww 
Sunset Serenade (Ren) 9/9 Ww 
Bells of Canistrano (Rep) 9/16 w 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8/5 Cc 
Berlin Correspondent (20th) 8/12 M 
Give Out Sisters » CU) 9/2 MU 


bu 
88 
97 
86 


B. E lliott- Tex Ritter 


B. Bennett-K. Harris 
Range Busters 
H. Fonda-L. Ball 


G. Montgomery-A. Rutherf’d 
HL. Bogart- M. Astor 


9/10/42 


F, Albert- M. ‘Chapman 


H. Howard-G. Roland 
J. Hubbard-M. O’Driscoll 
R. Rogers-H. Parrish 


G. Autry-S. Burnett 
L. Velez-L. Errol 

V. Gilmore-D. Andrews 
Andrews Sisters 





WEEK OF RELEASE 9/17/42 





King of the Stallions (Mono) Ww 
Somewhere I'll Find You (M-G) 8 5 RD 
Wings and the Woman (RKO) M 
Careful, Soft Shoulder (20th) 8/12 M 
Halfway to Shanghai (U) 9/9 M 
One of Our Aircraft Is Missing (U) M 


Sister 


My ‘Eileen (Col) 9/16 cD 
Police Bullets (Mono) M 
Bandit Ranger (RKO) Ww 
Just Off Broadway (20th) 8, 12) cD 
Sin Town (U) M 
Desperate (WB) 8,19 D 


Journey 


107 
92 
76 
61 


WEEK | oF RELEASE—9 


97 


66 


107 


Thundercloud- D. O'Brien 
C. Gable-L. Turner 

A. Neegle-R. Newton 

V. Bruce-J. Ellison 

I. Hervey-K. Taylor 

G. Tearle-E. Postman 
24/42 


R. Russell-B. Aherne 

J. Marsh-J. Archer 

T. Holt-C. Edwards 
L. Nolan-M. Weaver | 
’, Bennett-B. Crawford | 
E Flynn- R. Regan 


WEEK OF RELE cated tc 42 


Lucky Legs (Col) MU 
Phantom Killer (Mono) M 
Highways by Night (RKO) M 
Iceland (20th) § 12 MU 
Get Hep to Love (U) Mt 


Moon and Sixpence (U) D 
Moscow Strikes Back (Arikino) 8 I 


WEEK OF 


Daring 


Young Man (Col) c 
Foreign Agent (Meno) M 
Here We Go Again (RKO) 8, 26 Cc 
Girl Trouble (20th) 9 23 cD 
Destination Unknown (U) M 
You Can’t Escape Forever (WB) 8 26 cD 
Flying Tigers (Rep) 9 23 M 


63 
79 


SS 


FRADESHOWN AND FOR FUT 


Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 M 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5,20 M 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 ML 


Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6.17 RD 
Tombstone (Par) 6°17 Ww 
I Live in Danger (Par) 6 17 M 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6 24 w 


United We Stand (20th) 7.1 
The Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 


Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 ML 
The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 7/15 D 
Fiyving Fortress (WB) 7/15 M 
War Against Mrs. Hadley (M-G) 8 5 D 
Journey Into Fear (RKO) 8/55 M 
Tales of Manhattan (20th) 8/5 CD 
Cairo (M-G) 8°12 ML 
Wake Island (Par) 8/12 D 
A Yank at Eton (M-G) 8 12 CD 
Secret Enemies (WB) 8/19 M 
Now. Vovager (WB) 8/19 Dd 
Wildcat (Par) 9/2 cD 


The Glass Key (Par) 9 2 M 


The Major and the Minor (Par) 9 2 cD 
Between Us Girls (VU) 9/2 cD 
Eyes in the Night (M-G) 9 9 D 
Me and Me Gal (M-G) 9/9 MC 
White Cargo (M-G) 9/16 Dd 
The Omaha Trail (M-G) $16 Ww 
Springtime in the Rockies (20th) 8 26 MUL 
The Hard Wav (WB) 8 26 dD 
The Hidden Hand (WB) & 26 M 
George Washington Slept Here (WB)8& 26 CD 


- Falkenburg- K. Harris 
D. Purcell-J. Woodbury 
R. Carlson-J. Randolph 
S. Henie-J. Payne 

G. Jean-J. Frazee 

G. Sanders-H. Marshall 
(Doc umentary) 


RELEASE 10/8/42 


J. E. Brown-M, Chapman 


J. Sheldon-G. Storm 
E. Bergen-McGee & 
D. Ameche-J. 
I. Hervey-W. 
G. Brent-B. 
J. Wayne-A, 


URE 


Molly 
Bennett 

Gargan 

Marshall 

Lee 


RELEASE 


D. Lamour-R. Denning 
M. Hunt-R, Carlson 

J. Cagney-J. Leslie 

B. Crosby-F. Astaire 
R. Stack-D. Barrymore 
R. Dix-K. Taylor 

C. Morris-J. Parker 

L. Nolan-D. Reed 
(Documentary) 

R. Denat-R. Morley 

J. Payne-B. Grable 

G. Cooper-T. Wright 

R. Greene-C. Lehman 
E. Arnold-F. Bainter 
J. Cotton-D. Del Rio 
(All star cast) 
J. 


'ecreased by $1,956,828 during the 
period in Great Britain. 
Third quarter ending on Aug. 1] 
howed net profit of $255,246, and 
| $1,023.596 earnings before Federal 
come and excess profits taxes as) 
against $631,530 net profit in the cor- 
responding quarter last year, and 
$992,530 before Federal taxes. 
Resume of Universal’s gross in- 
come reveals that it has been in- 
creasing steadily evel ince 1936, 
th company coming out of the red 
in 1939 and showing a net profit 
Or ‘ + h +h it reg! 
i ncome ‘ $17.408. 
54 in 1936: to $18,150,876 in 1937 
and $20,190,117 in 1938. In the year 
following when net profit was re- 
ported, the gross was $23,878,868 in 
1939, $27,677.627 in 1940 and $30,283.- 
523 in 1941 This year likely will 
top the °41 figure 
Universal Annual Earnings 
1930-42 
Net profit except as noted: 
(*) Deficit 
ON ig i Sauget *$2,047,821 | 
ee 615,786 


MacDonald- R. Young 
B. Donlevy-R. Preston 
M. Rooney-E. Gwenn 


C. Stevens-F. Emerson 

B. Davis-P. Henreid 

R. Arlen-A. Judge 

B. Donlevy-V. Lake 

G. Rogers-R. Milland 

D. Barrymore-C. Cummings 


E. Arnold-A, Harding 
J. Garland-G. Murphy 
H. Lamarr-W. Pidgeon 
J. Craig-P. Blake 

B. Grable-J. Payne 

I. Lupino-D, Morgan 

C. Stevens-E. Fraser 


J. Benny-A. Sheridan 


| fallacious in 


| comedy, 
| Fleischer’s 


| mins. )—Allyn 


} tain 


2 ‘Song sub- 
These seem 


tion 


Community Sing No. 
Col, 10's mins. ) 
yn forever, with no devia 
iden formula started years 
there seems less reason 
1 for this issue. 
Harry’ ‘(Harry Langcon 
Col. 17. mins.) —Langdon 
but he’s a kid Jouanidp 
e of the gags foisted on him 
ere Couple of femme lookers are 
ted as Langdon strives to over- 
ancient vintage material 
that if one 
laugh, three tn 
the laughter 
this short 
Gullible Canary’ 
Ce: 7 
production 
Kilfeather’s music go far in making 
this a novel cartoon entry. Idea of 
magpie talking a caged canary out 
of its happy home to go south Is 
icely developed, and topped by a 


“ 


‘Carry 
ome lV, 
ooks older. 


} 


rep 24 | 

slapstick fall 
succession 
is prov ed 


COme 

Premise 
causes a 
will triple 
(Cartoon 
Dave 
Eddie 


‘The 
mins.) — 


and 


!surprise climax. 
‘Song of Victory’ (Color cartoon 
comedy, Col, 8 mins.J—Had_ this 


been the first cartoon in which Axis 
dictators were thwarted by animal 
characters it might have been stand- 
out But it isn’t, and predecessors 
make this suffer in comparison, 
Some original gags, neat animation 
and color. 

‘Screen Snapshots No. 2’ (Col, 10 
Joslyn, as m.c., 1S 
baking a_ cake. Introes 
of Hollywood screen stars— 
also Bob Burns, Joan Davis, 
lind Russell. Even Burns’ clever 
work fails to lift this out of the dull 
groove as these so-called snapshots 
from Hollywood get more tiresome 
with each succeeding issue. 


U’s $1,752,346 Net Gain 
In Line With Constant 
Upped Grosses Since 36 


shown 
mothers 





Despite profit of $4,760,873 


cess profits taxes and providing for 
writeoff of company equities in cer- 
foreign territories, Universal's 
net profit after all charges and taxe: 
only to $1,752,346 in the 
period, ended last Aug. 1. 
with net profit of 
ling 39 


de- 


amounted 
39-week 
This compares 
$2,000,864 in the 
weeks last year, after similar 
ductions. Company actually showed 
more than $2,000,000 increase in profit 
in the 39 weeks, compared with 
last year (when profit was $2,751,864) 
Federal taxes 
profit w 


correspon 


as 


before charges and 

While Universal’s 
$1.752.346, the corporation’s peo ision 
for Federal taxes totalled $2,780,809 
in the period covered by the report 


net as 


Income tax was figured at the 40‘ 
rate and excess profits tax at the 
90°, rate, because both schedules ap- 
pear likely to be adopted by Con- 
gress presently Manner in which 
the tax bill has increased is shown 
iby the fact that the company pro- 
vided $2,029,809 more for taxes than 
in corresponding period last yea 
vhen U paid out $751,000 

Universal noted in its report that 
restricted funds (frozen money) in- 


ib * 1,250,283 


$703,795 $1,055,539 $992,530 $1.644,634 
(1942 by Quarters) 

$1.518.315 $2,218,962 $1,023,596 — ~ 
Note: 


ore tax 


f deductions. 


Rosa- 
| Warners’ 


} 





before 
| provision for Federal income and ex- 

















TU ERES LA PAZ 


Lack of continuity and 
ally erfect sound don't help, 
although musie by Julian Bautista 1s 
excellent. Production has been well 
mounted, with old-time scenes set 
by Gori Munoz particularly good. 
Film has especially strong appeal for 
femme audiences, but certain come- 
dy situations tossed in to relieve the 
melodrama are also helpful. 

Ray. 


4 THE HIDDEN HAND 


--Film Reviews | 


_— — == Continued from page 8 Seen — 


occasion- | 
| teria through money 








particularly moving, and the 
subtitles are extremely poor. 

Yarn deals with a former Swedish 
opera singer who purchases a cafe- 
advanced by a 
friend, the attempt at a robbery and 
the ex-singer’s conversion of the 
would-be thief. Love develops be- 
tween the singer’s daughter .and the 


Engl 


reformed thief, but the latter is ar- 
rested and finally cleared of the 
charges. 


At no point is there any suspense 
and the plot is so obvious as to make 
its unraveling tedious. Some good 
acting is provided by most of the 
principals, with the star being Ed- 





production and release, 
. ected 1 al Stoloff Screenplay, Ane | 
thony Coldeway and Raymond Schrock, 
based ¢ pha | Rufus King; photogra- 
! Hlenry Sharp editor Harold MeLer- 
non histhog rector tHlarry Seymour. 
Trad nin N.Y Sept, IS, 142, Kur 
ne 67 MINS 
ete Pheort Craig Stevens 
Murs Wintield ....Eisabeth Fraser 
Kita julie Biehop 
‘ ufl W illic Liest 
Dr. Lawrence Channing .Frank Wilcox 
Lorinda Channing Cecil Cunningham | 
Mstelle . -Ruth Ford 
John Chinning.....cceces Milton Parsons 
Walter Channing...ceceess- toland Drew 
Horace Channing. ..cceceees Tom Stevenson 
Nurse <heeee pee eGeeen eooeee Marian Hall 
Tlattie Inez Gary 
Mallo Kam Tong 
This is strictly a workout for} 


stock company. No names, 
a trite horror story and modest pro- 
duction relegate ‘The Hidden Hand’ 
to the lower half of the duals. 
Type of story is remindful of 
yarns used early in pictures and in 
the serials. It concerns a nut who 
og from an asylum and returns 
to his former home, committing sev- 


eral murders before being appre- 
hended by the authorities. 
Milton Parsons, as the mad killer 


performance. 
Kahn, 


contributes the sanest 


SECRET MISSION 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


London, 


Sept. 9. 





; more 


i terest the elderly 


vard Perssons. Photography is gen- 
eraliy good,as are the Sweden back- 
ground scenes. Direction is slow 


x Eddy. 











| _War Thins Out | 


Continued from page 5 








folks, as well as more younger peo- 
ple, in picture theatre audiences, 
While admittedly getting a consid- 


erable part of the younger 
tion below 18, chief aim of this pub- 


g2enela- 


lic relations drive would be to sell 
this above-40 group on the merits 
of screen entertainment 

Part of the effort to enlist these 
two groups as regular theatre pa- 


tfons may result in producers veer- 


ing over to two new types of prod- 
uct. One would appeal to the very 
young theatre customers, and use 
almost 100% youth casts ‘this, too, 
is figured as a means of filling any 
void caused by the departure of 
;}numerous male stars into the serv- 
ice). The other would be to make 
more homespun dramas and _ films 
with homey themes calculated to in- 


clientele 
well known that this 
has been neglected in 


It is fairly 
older group 
recent 


years with a majority of pic- 
tures, obviously because those above 
50 and 60 years have been weaned 
away from film theatres as regulai 


Realignment would 
dramas of true An 
home life produced 


patrons. see 


icrican 


Subsequents Hot 
Full 


realization of what inroads 


the war has made into the 21-45 
male theatre group became appar- 
ent recently when different com- 
panies began. getting report of 


sub- 


grosses 


dwindling boxoffice business in 
sequent-run theatres. While 
in first-runs are way up, thie 
sequents in the same cities have suf- 
fered. 


ube 


This is particularly true in New 
York City, of course, where thou- 
sands have been called into service 
from civilian life without any com- 
pensating war industry work to off- 
set, Subsequents and neighborhood 
houses also havg suffered in N. Y. 
| because many males, not called to 
the colors, have migrated to war ac- 
tivity centers. 

Likewise, smaller communities 
have felt the war comparatively to 
a greater extent than larger cities 
| Non -industrial communities and 
rural towns not only have lost much 


} 1) s elease of Mar- 
H 1 I ures 4 la 
I thu WW } es Mason, 
\\ 1) yy Harold 
I ‘ XN ie Grunwald 
“ ry ny 
= 1 ! ) ( Bernard 
‘ l \ ] ester 
' l Runt z time 
ot MINS 
Pet ‘ Hush Williams 
\i ‘ ‘ t Lehmann 
tuou i Curnot : meee lunes Mason 
Red G " cn eeoseoes Roland Culver 
Nobby ¢ reper t Michael Wilding 
t 1d. S@8ews Naney Price 
TUONO sono é cepa wes CObGRRERS Vercey Waish 
Ml ‘ ty Warren 
Nicholas Stuart 
I } rel Stepanek 
( ! nt ! ! I Wendhansen 
Can ‘ john Salew 
u Siewart Grange 
Occupied France as a land over: 
flowing, if not ith milk and honey 
at least with plenty of good cognac 
and vintage champagnes not to 
mention ample supplies of coffee and 
food, is one of the several surprises 
‘Secret Mission’ has to offer. It’s 
atisiying fare for war-minded audi- 
ence 
Unlike the leisurely nfolding of 
the stor mn the scree this is the 
tale of three Englishmen and one 
Fighting French Army Intelligence 
officer slipping into France to dis- 
cover the strength of the coastal de- 
fenses. Two of the quartet, posing as 
champagne agents and friends of} 
von Ribbentrop, succeed in getting | 
into the German G.H.Q., where they 
obtain the information wanted. 
Thereafter, they are kept on the run 
dodging their pursuers, a telephone 
call to Berlin eliciting the info that 
von Ribbentrop never heard of them. 
Production value, especially in a 
massive underground fortress, dem- 
; Olition of which by bombing is the 
highlight of the picture consider- 
ably above average Direction gen- 
| ( ETE A eq lé er- 
fo) ) ¢ ‘ 4 , ) 7 he 
pl ‘ipal nd bit part are idmi- 
sabiy handled In the hands of a skill- 
ful cutter thinne of plot (chief 
fault with th me) could ¢ largely 
eliminate¢ 


i) * 1,062,216 
1934. . ort 238,792 
re eee ccs ™ See 
1936 1,988,524 
1937 1,084,999 
1938... . * Bie 
| 1939 1,153,321 
ee 2,390,772 
1941 ee ee ee 4,396,499 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


SOLIGA SOLBERG 


(‘Sunny Sunberg’) 


of the male population between 21 


|and 45, but have been doubly hard 
hit by thousands leaving for nearby 
spots where they could receive the 
benefit of higher wages and regular 
employment in war plant: 

Aside from very young patrons, 
the exhibitor in such localities has 
had to depend hea ily on olde LOLKS 
for patronage In most place of 
this type, exhibs have suffered se- 
verely because their older patrons 
neve. have been teady the atre 2O- 
ers. It has shown up in grosses with 
many exhibito. in tnese towns 
clamoring for rental adjustments 


Mainly it has been a matter of se- 
curing rental adjustments or shut- 
tering for the duration. 

PRC campaign would strive to 


|make the older folks the same steady 


* | customers 


{ (SWE DISH- ena) 

Scandia Spe s release of Emil A 
Pehrs production Direc ted by Vehrssor 
Story, Guido Valentin and Harry Iseborg 
music, Alvar Kraft Reviewed it 48th | 
Street theatre , Sept. 14, °42 Running 
time, 75 MINS, 

Solberg - Piesaeas Da Edvard Persson 
Mrs. Solberg........ ; Ma Arbihn 
Lotter Anna CGret Kk rstrom 
Per 2 ‘ere Ciera Bernbard 
Salle Andersson......... Tord Andersen 
Frasse Olsson....... Tord Bernheim 
Carless: ce Huge Bjorne 
Mrs, Carlesson.... ‘ Gerda Bijorne 
Lisa Carlesson Inger ~undberg 
Jan Carlesson TeRTTTT ey Nils Nordstahl 
Opera Prima Donna eee Bullan W, ijden 
Opera Singer. conw Holger Sjoberg 
| Orchestra Leader..... eseees Mmy Owandner 
} Ma ici ree eee re e Carin Swenson 
SALOSINAM. 00... cee cece ccees Arne Lindblad 
Dire tor of Chil n’'s Home Erik Rosen 
| Nightwatebman....... Sten Meurk 


All of 1941-42 figures are be-! 


' 


| This is a light Swedish 


with limited appeal for Swedish- 
speaking audience: Story has little 
action, its nationalistic spirit is not 


comedy | 


of the cinema they were 
in the late ’20s. Such a campaign is 
rated the only sure means of taking 


up the slack caused by so many 
younger men going to war 





Pair for Auer at Rep. 


Holly wood, 


Sept. 22. 


John H. Auer is assigned to hold 
the production reins on two new 
pictures at Republic, starting with 
‘Tchiti Honey,’ a Ruth Terry mu- 
sical, slated to roll Nov. 2 

Second is. an untitled Jane 
| Withers Starre) due to tart about 


Dec. 


15 
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OLLI PIT 


LOL SODA GLTS 





tight now...as the grid seas f 
joes into high...Columbia gives 
ou the slickest action thunder- 


hat ever brought an All- 


























WITH c 
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FRANKIE ALBERT 


(All-American Quarter-Back ) 
MARGUERITE . SHIRLEY KAY ROBERT 


CHAPMAN - PATTERSON - HARRIS - STEVENS 


Screen ploy by HOWARD J. GREEN, WILLIAM BRENT, NICK LUKATS 


Directed by CHARLES BARTON * Produced by SAM WHITE A COLUMBIA PICTURE N 0 W i N 


RELEASE! 
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MAKE IT 
A BILLION 


1N WAR BONDS AND 
STAMPS IN SEPTEMBER, 
“SALUTE TO OUR 
HEROES” MONTH 
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At 
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Minn. Exhibs Concede U.S. Tabu 


On Gas and Tires 


Will Hasten More 





Blockbooking; Forego Decree Fight 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Because restricted transportation 
will curtail traveling by 
and exhibitors alike, Northwest Al- 
lied leaders here that 
block selling of the entire season’s 
product will be back soon, and 
so they say they see no necessity of 
a further fight to try to sustain the 
invalidated Minnesota anti-consent 
decree law which carried such a 
provision. 

Selling in small blocks, it’s pointed 
out, necessitates more trips by sales- 
men into the territory. If these were 
eliminated, exhibitors would have to 
come here to do their buying for 
each group. Much out-of-town book- 
ing now is being done by telephone. 

Under all the circumstances, the 
federal government itself, as well as 
the distributors, will want to do 
everything to reduce travel inci- 
dental to the selling and buying of 
films, the Northwest Allied heads 
feel. The vast majority of Minne- 
sota independent exhibitors prefer to 
buy an entire season’s output in- 
stead of by groups, it’s asserted. 
Northwest Allied leaders assert that 
the independents feel that, as com- 
pared as to what they'd probably 
have obtained if the consent decree 
plan had prevailed, their present sea- 
son deals have been advantageous. 

Consent decree distributors fought 
the Minnesota law and finally suc- 
ceeded in knocking it out after they 
had sold under its provisions. But 
one of their principal reasons for op- 
posing it, they said, was because they 
foresaw costly complications if it 
became necessary to have a number 
of different selling plans. 


salesmen 


are certain 


o90in 
again 





Fewer Pix, Longer Runs 
Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Foreseeing production curtailment 
in the interest of film conservation, 
the trade here already has started 
making its plans to lengthen runs. 
Instead of one week being the stand- 
ard loop first-run schedule for a pic- 
ture, the decks will be cleared to 
make it a fortnight. Neighborhood 
houses would eliminate at least one 
weekly change. 

With business as brisk as it has 
been, and expected to continue, and 
with product on such a high level 
as currently, the longer engage- 
ments are not expected to jmpose 
any boxoffice hardships. In all this 
connection it’s pointed out that 
hardly a week passes but that at 
least one picture grosses sufficiently 
to warrant a holdover. 

John J. Friedl, Paramount circuit 
president, is a firm believer in the 
utmost extended playing time for 
pictures, He believes it’s an incen- 
tive for turning out the finest pos- 
sible product, 





Longtime Par-Nathanson 
Tiff Climaxes in a Suit 


An outgrowth of the differences 
between Paramount and N. LI, 
Nathanson, former president of 
Famous Players-Canadian, controlled 
by Par, is a writ of summons issued 
in Ontario Supreme Court, Toronto, 
Monday (21) against Nathanson and 
others seeking unstated damages as 
well as control of certain theatres. 
Matter is said to have been brewing 
for some time following Nathanson's 
resignation from FP-C and his en- 
trance, with others, in the exhibition 
field in Canada through Odeon and 
other circuits. 

Claimed that Natha 
already building up a circuit of his 
own while still president of FP- 
Cenadian, engaged in transactions 
which resulted in ownership of thea- 
tres for himself prior to his resigna- 
tion in May, 1941. Also named in 
the action brought at Toronto is 
Clarence M. Robson, who was east- 
ern division manager of FP-C while 
Nathanson was prexy. In addition 
te Nathanson and Robson, defend- 
ants include Paul Nathanson, son of 
N. L., long active in both exhibition 
and distribution in Canada: and the 
Odeon Theatres of Canada in which 
Paul Nathanson was an officer be- 
fore his father quit FP-C. 

The number of theatres under 
Nithanson control which FP-C seeks 
to obtain for itself is not indicated. 
Among other things, an accounting 
of receipts of the theatres and ex- 
penditures in connection with their 
acquisition and operation, are sought. 


nson, who was 


fede Screen Writer, Too 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Robert Arden, resident war cor- 
respondent for ‘Daily Variety’ and 
news commentator on KFWB, breaks 
out as a screen writer at Columbia 
with a war tale titled ‘The Boy from 
Stalingrad.’ 

Irving Briskin assigned Arden to 
develop the yarn, dealing with the 
adventures in Russia of five boys 
and a girl, with a few adults for 
background. 


M. P. RELIEF COUNTRY 
HOUSE OPENS SEPT. 27 


Hollywood, Sept, 22. 

Motion Picture Relief Fund's 
Country House in San Fernando 
Valley will be officially dedicated 
Sunday (27) with more than half 
the planned quota of 40 guest bunga- 
lows already donated by film organi- 
zations and personalities. 

Individual housing units have been 
contributed thus far by Robert 
Taylor and Barbara Stanwyck, Will- 
iam and Marion Seiter, Ralph Mor- 
gan, Billie Burke, Jean Hersholt, 
Osa Massen Hersholt, Jack Benny, 
friends of J. Walter Ruben, Otto 
and Ottilie Kruger, Y. Frank Free- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Arnold, 
Charles K. Feldman, Mary Pickford, 
Louise Closser Hale, the Artists 
Managers Guild and the British 
Actors, Writers and Directors. 

W. S. Van Dyke contributed $10,- 
000 for a four-unit bungalow, and 
double-unit cottages were donated 
by the Screen Directors Guild and 
Mark Sandrich. 

Due for the dedication ceremonies 
of the Country House are E. V. Rich- 
ards, A. H. Blank, Bob O’Donnell, 
among other theatre heads expected. 














ieihe ‘Outpost’s’ Pans 
On Pix Stir Haysites 


Continued attacks on the Amer- 
ican picture industry for allegedly 
misrepresenting U. S. contained in 
The Outpost, a mimeographed tab- 
loid published in London, have so 
aroused the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn., that 
this publication and the tempest it 
has stirred up in Washington circles 
are to be subject of a forthcoming 
MPPDA huddle. Most recent one, 








blasting the manner in which U. S. 
pictures allegedly distort Yankee 


customs, traditions and home life, 
was copied liberally by other Amer- 
ican publications. 

Result is reported to be that U. S. 
government circles are perturbed 
over the alleged adverse comment 
such pictures create when sent 
abroad, MPPDA session will attempt 
to learn more about the publishers of 
The Outpost, whether it is truly rep- 





| resentative of Americans living in 
'England and how largely circulated. 
| ll that is known in industry cir- 


cles is that it is ‘published by Amer- 
icans in Britain,’ but nothing about 
its ownership or what is behind the 
continued blasts directed at ithe 
U. S. film industry. 

Reported this week that so much 
concern has been stirred up by the 
publication that the government is 
seriously considering steps to rigidly 
censor all film exports. Feared in 
the trade this might develop to the 
extent that a government body 
would say exactly what could and 
what could not be shipped out of 
the U. S., with such censorship of 
story themes, action, dialog, etc., 
cutting deeply into foreign business, 
already badly shot. There already 
is a well-regulated customs censor- 
ship which passes on all pictures 


matters, but that does not pretend 
to pass on angles of national cus- 
toms, etc. 

If any federal censorship of story 
themes and plots is installed, there 


inclined to believe it will be only 
a matter of time until some sort of 
domestic censorship would follow. 





leaving the country as to military | 


are many in the industry who are | 
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Raw Stock 


Continued from page 6 


only to the companies 
which dusted off prior year product 
during the 1941-42 season. These 
cannot re-issue any more features 
than were re-released last year and 
the footage may not exceed the 1941 
total, 

The ‘bonus’ clause—which falls far 
|short of the majors’ desires, in view 
of the rapid growth of the Army’s 
lcircuit which has not yet reached 
|maximum proportions—says ‘Those 
| producers and/or distributors who 
jfurnish prints to the theatres of the 
Armed Services will be allowed an 
ladditional allotment of 50% of the 


| ° 
ifilm actually used in these theatres.’ 











re-issues 





National Screen’s Setup 


tional Screen Service for the time 
being at least will be able to con- 
tinue supplying special trailers to 
theatres, including those on stage- 
shows, policy changes, contests, etc., 
but has asked accounts to get along 
on as little footage as possible. A 
week ago it appeared that theatres 
might have to resort to slides or off- 
stage voices, amplified, to teil of 
forthcoming stage bills and the like. 
Under the conservation program, 
all distributors have agreed to ceil- 
ings on trailers for feature pictures, 
ranging from 100 to 250 feet. 


‘Angel Street,’ Nee 
‘Gaslight,’ Further 
Complicated by M-G 


The already muddled situation that 
exists with regard to the production 
of a film version of ‘Angel Street’ 
was further confused last week 
when Metro announced its purchase 
from Columbia, of the U. S. screen 
rights to ‘Gaslight,’ the film of which 
‘Angel Street’ is a legit version. 

It all started a couple of years 
ago when an English outfit made a 
pic called ‘Gaslight.’ Columbia 
bought the U. S. rights, but never re- 
leased the picture. 

Meantime, Shepard Traube ‘ac- 
quired the U. S. stage rights to ‘Gas- 
light’ and rewrote it into the hit 
play, ‘Angel “Street.” Since then 
Traube has wanted to do a film 
version of ‘Angel Street’ and 
eculdn’t because Columbia  con- 
trolled the basic film rights via ‘Gas- 
light.” Likewise, Col has yenned to 
make a revamp on ‘Gaslight’ and 
couldn’t because they couldn’t get 
Traube’s title, ‘Angel Street.’ 


Now Metro purchases ‘Gaslight’ 
| from Columbia and the situation 
shifts, just a little. Traube still in- 
| sists he won’t release ‘Angel Street’ 
| for a film until the legit run is con- 
cluded, and that may be 12 or 18 
months hence. Likewise, the legit 
| stager insists he isn’t interested in 
|a Coast deal unless he can do some- 
| thing beside ‘escapist’ pictures. 

| But it is known that Metro has 
|long wanted Traube on the lot as a 
| director and it is not inconceivable 
| that M-G’s buy of ‘Gaslight’ was 
nothing but bait for Traube. 


ODLUM’S ADDED RKO; 
GRIFFIS ADDS PAR 














Washington, Sept. 22. 
Floyd Odlum’s American Co. of 
| Jersey City, beneficial owner, 
jpicked up 4,600 shares of Radio- 
i|Keith-Orpheum common in eight 
lblocks, increasing its holdings to 

304.830, it was disclosed in the Secur- 
ities and Exchange Commission re- 
| port of insiders transactions for the 
|period of July 11 to Aug. 10. 

Stanton Griffis, director of Para- 
mount Pictures, Inc., acquired 400 
shares of his company’s common, 
| bringing his holdings to 5,200 at the 
month end. T. G. Latouche Trust 
added a 600-share block and _ its 
month-end holdings were given as 
6,000 shares. Leonard H. Goldenson, 
an officer, reported holdings of 900 
shares on June 25, 

Loew’s, Inc., sold 1,900 shares of 
‘its common in five blocks, reducing 
its holdings to 25,350, and J. Robert 
| Rubin, v.p. and director, sold 700 
| Shares in four blocks, leaving his 
| holdings at 6,765. 

Loew’s, Inc., acquired four shares 








of Loews Boston Theatres common, | 


increasing its holdings to 119,325 
} shares, 


Though curtailed on service, Na- | 


| Detroit's Boom Biz Clogging Flow 
Of Pix From Extended Ist Runs Down 





Ihnen Gets Another Term 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Society of Motion Picture Art 
Directors reelected W. B. Ihnen, 
president; Bernard Herzbrun, vice 
president, and Urie McCleary, 
secretary-treasurer. 

New board of directors, including 
the above officers, consists of Robert 
Peterson, Arthur Royce, Stan Rog- 
ers, Roland Anderson, William Flan- 
nery, Alfred Herman, Walter Keller, 
Lewis Creber, Robert Haas, Hugh 
| Reticker, Alex Golitzen, Richard 
Riedel and Charles. In addition, 
Charles Pyke and Frank Durlauf 
were named as directors to repre- 
sent the assistant art directors. 


PAR AND REP COUSINS 
ON THE LOANOUT TRICK 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Paramount and Republic are miles 
apart in distance but they are next- 
door neighbors when it comes to 
loanouts. In the last 18 months Rep 
has borrowed 11 players from Par, 
paying the customary’ dividends 
above the contractee’s salaries and 
at times building up names that 
might have been forgotten if left 
to languish without work on the 
home lot. 

Prominent among the loanees are 
Richard Denning and Ellen Drew, 
who recently finished their chores in 
Republic’s ‘Ice Capades Revue.’ 
Martha O’Driscoll and -Charley 
Smith did loanout jobs in ‘Youth 
On Parade.’ Albert Dekker, under 
Paramount contract, played in ‘Yokel 
Boy’ and ‘In Old California’ on the 
valley lot. William Wright, although 
ncw pacted by Columbia, did a Re- 
public chore in ‘The Devil Pays Off’ 
as a Paramount loanout. Susan 
Hayward, Phillip Terry, Ella Neal 
and Frances Gifford have been sold 
up Cahuenga Pass at various times 
to play in one-picture deals and se- 
rizls. Latest lend-out is Rod Cam- 
eron, who goes from the Par lot to 
play the lead role in Republic’s new 
cliffhanger, ‘G-Men Versus the 
Black Dragon.’ 


Vandals Wreck 2 WB 
Nabe Theatres in Pitt 
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Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 
Vandals virtually wrecked two 
WB nabe houses in the Lawrence- 


ville-Bloomfield district, the Model 
and the Arsenal, last week, destroy- 
ing in instances articles 
which under existing priorities can- 
not possibly be replaced. Damages 
at both theatres were estimated at 
several thousand dollars. 

| Wreckers, who apparently hid in 
the auditoriums after the last night 
| show, cut big slashes in the screens, 
put the emergency lighting equip- 
ment out of order and ground candy 
from the candy machines into the 
floor carpets from front to back of 
the theatres. Police believed the 
Same gang went to work on both 
houses since the two were entered 
on the same night. Damage at the 
Model was more widespread than at 
Arsenal, where things were suf- 
| ficiently patched up to get the house 
| running by the following day 


oa, ’ 
several 








| 


| Just a year ago, another Warner | 


nabe house was vandalized, then ap- 
parently by an anti-Semitic group 
that slashed huge Nazi crosses into 
the screen and painted the mark all 
over the walls. Culprits were never 
apprehended although police worked 
on the case for months. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
‘The Commandos Strike at Dawn’ 
new tag on ‘The Commandos Come 
at Dawn’ at Columbra, 
‘Hold Your Horses’ 
Ain’t Hay’ at Universal. 
‘The Crooked Circle’ is release 
handle on ‘False'Faces’ at Republic. 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
‘It Comes Up Love’ is the new han- 
dle on Universal’s ‘On the Beam.’ 
‘Eleven Were Brave’ at Republic 
will be released as ‘False Faces.’ 
‘Coney Island,” temporarily 
changed to ‘In Old Coney Island,’ 
reverted to its original title at 20th- 





became ‘It 





Fox. 
‘Behind the Eight Ball’ new tag on 
‘Off the Beaten Track’ at Universal. 


vw 











Detroit, Sept. 22. 

With no more doubts that there 
is a pix boom being coupled with the 
war boom here, Detroit’s loop is 
moving to meet the picture clog-up 
by increasing its first-run houses, 

There are plenty of beefs from 
operators of the subsequent houses 
that there is a film blockade here 
through the slow dribble of films 
through the downtown houses and 
that Detroit is falling farther than 
ever behind the national pace. 

A week ago, for the first time in 
the film history of the town, every 
one of the downtown houses held- 
over. The oddity is that on the 
strength of the boxoffice returns all 
of the theatres were warranted in 
stretching out the runs. It isn’t 
unusual to have holdovers under the 
financial conditions here today, but 
it is a freaky and tough situation 
for the subsequent runs when every 
clearing house of the city is going 
into long stretches. What's more the 
big houses, which usually flicked 
pictures through on a weekly basis, 
now are holding over for three 
weeks, 

The United Detroit chain is mov- 
ing to meet the situation by swing- 
ing another house, the Madison, used 
for reissues, into the first-run fold. 
It will become the switchover house 
for the chain which at the present 
time operates three of the loop 
houses. The Palms-State, formerly 
used as a switchover house, will 
join the houses showing new prod- 
uct. 

A rough idea of how product has 
been slowed down here through the 
patronage the wealthy war workers 
are giving the first-run houses is re- 
flected in the fact that the former 
switchover house, the Palms-State, 
will bow in its first-run status with 
‘Wake Island’ and will follow it with 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ That's some 
come-uppance after being a theatre 
which took on the tag end of the 


i 
loop runs. 


Exhibitors, while bemoaning the 
slown-down of pictures into this 
area, do see in the situation a prob- 
able answer to a curtailed produc- 
tion of pictures. The war boom, 
coupled with the curtailment of 
other forms of civilian spending, is 
seeing more picture-going by the 
public—for all films. 

Since Detroit, particularly during 
the economic upheavals, has fre- 
quently been taken as a national 
guinea pig, the present indication is 
that a trimming dcwn of product 
probably would be compensated by 
the longer runs and general alle 
around patronage. If it is coupled 
with the fact that Hollywood makes 
its fewer pictures up to par, exhibi- 
tors here feel that they ean go 
through the war with no headaches 
at the boxoffice. 

The biggest problem thus far, just 
to show the new trend, is to get the 
new product past the big reception 
it is getting in the first-runs. That 
bodes well, however, for film ine 
terest and will puddle out into help 
to the subsequents once the present 
situation is cleared up. 


THREE 20TH PRODUCERS 
SHARE SPERLING’S SKED 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Two pictures 
to Milton Sperling’s production 
schedule at 20th-Fox have been 
turned over to William Perlberg as 








originally assigned 


}a result of Sperling’s departure for 





active service in the Marine Corps, 
Films are ‘Battle Stations’ and 
‘Hello, Frisco, Hello.’ 

Three other Sperling productions, 
‘Goodbye Dolly Gray,’ ‘Down to the 
Sea in Ships’ and ‘A Gentlemen 
from Carolina,’ go to Lamar Trotti, 
and three _ others, ‘Blindman’'s 
House,’ ‘The Texas Volunteers’ and 
‘Signal Corps,’ are re-assigned to 
Robert Bassler. 


20th Gets O’Hara 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Argument over priorities on Mau- 
reen O’Hara’s services was de- 
cided in favor of 20th-Fox, where 





she has been assigned the top femme 


role in ‘The Immortal Sergeant,’ di- 
rected by John Stahl. 

RKO, which shares the star’s con- 
tract, has postponed ‘This Land Is 
Mine,’ in which she is cast with 
Charles Laughton. 








5 
4 











a 


ng 





Wednesday, September 23, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 21 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Walter Wanger, one of the speakers in a ‘Town Hall of the Air’ dis- 
cussion on ‘Is America All-Out For War?’, via the Blue network, and 
WRLN from Richmond, Va., was asked by a woman in the audience 
whether Hollywood and its stars would be willing to have their incomes 
sharply limited? The producer replied: ‘I think members of the Holly- 
wood community have proved they are willing to do anything to win the 
war. I wonder whether the public fully realizes the amount of sacrifice 
the stars have made for these Victory Bond drives and the like. After 
taxes and living expenses are computed—it’s quite a mathematical prob- 
lem—they will be lucky to have even the cash for the face amount of 
the taxes. 

‘We would like to make much more serious pictures, if only the public 
would accept them,’ added the producer. He previously had declared that 
the people of the United States had for 20 years ‘regimented’ themselves 
into escapism and had lived in more or less of a fool's paradise, taking no 
account of America’s inescapable position in world affairs. 





New high in union activities was reached last week when a delegation 
from the office workers’ union at a major company homeoffice marched 
into the president's office and demanded a hearing. The prexy saw them 
and the union group laid down its demands. 


Since it was not yet the noon lunch hour, the company president told 
them off in no uncertain terms. First, he said he would never discuss 
union matters on company time, Secondly, he saw no reason for holding 
open house for any group during office hours when he was attending to 
vital company affairs. Thirdly, he stated bluntly he desired the entire 
bunch to take themselves elsewhere, but pronto. They went. 


Sam Coslow is starting production of jukebox soundies on the Fine Arts 
lot in Hollywood, his R. C. M. Productions having signed to headquarter 
the unit there for the next 12 months. Coslow’s program calls for the 
production of 260 Soundies, 24 Government shorts for the Office of War 
Information and a feature-length musical. Coslow, Major James Roose- 
velt and Fred Mills are the principal stockholders in R. C. M. Coslow 
and Ben Hersh. R. C. M. production manager, also have a financial inter- 
est in the Lum ‘n’ Abner series for RKO and are handling the details of 





| A break 








placing the third in the series into production while Jack Votion, who | 


formerly produced, is in the Army. 


The N. Y. News yesterday (Tues.), in citing the nervous collapse of sun- 
dry femme stars currently on bond tours, gave the picture business a left- 
handed pat. At the same time the News again plugged its pet drive for 
a national lottery as a more expedient means to raise emergency funds 
for the government. 

From the film industry viewpoint, the News editorial came at an inop- 
portune moment since it’s no secret that the hoped-for ‘billion in September’ 





now looms disappointingly, and the -picture business needs every bit of | 


press and morale cooperation from all concerned. 


Producer Sam Goldwyn outsmarted himself in trying to freshen up 
‘The Real Glory’ for reissue. He asked Lowell Mellett of OWI to get 
Manuel Queeon, president of the Philippines, to write a foreword for the 
picture. Quezon was ill, but sent a commission to catch it at a preview. 
The board of three sat through it and burned up. Claimed it was unfair 
to the Morros and put the Mohammedan religion in a false light. Recom- 
mended that the reissue be shelved indefinitely, or not issued until the 
klobal war was a memory. Mellett conveyed the request to producer 

oldwyn and the picture was placed upon the shelf. 


Capt. Barney Oldfield, Nebraska Journal (Lincoln, Neb.) film critic and 
newscaster, before coming a paratroopist, and one-time ‘Variety’ corre- 
épondent, is still maintaining his predilection for marathon films. Oldfield 
made Ripley as the champ moviegoer, having seen more than 500 pictures 
every year for five years, and even while in the Army last year he 
knocked off 261 pix. He sees the weekly five film changes at the camps. 


Oldfield came to New York on a quickie visit and may do an INS series | 


On paratroopists, with U. S. Army approval. 


Shortage of civilian craftsmen in the Hollywood studios may result in 
the use of enlisted men for tethnical jobs on Government films. So many 
technical workers have left the picture industry for defense factories and 
armed services that there is 
shorts for use in Army camps and Naval stations. If 
more stringent it is understood that former film craftsmen now in unt- 


the shortage grows 


' Ins 5 ; J 1 ’ } * rn ures 
form May be assigned to misitary trainin’ } ture 


Hollywood can lay aside those biographies of General Billy Mitchell be- 
Cause they will never get by the Munitions Building on Constitution ave- 
nue, War Department has no powers of censorship, but to okay all 
scripts where the Army or military facilities are used 

this and will not attempt to sugar up the General Mitchell scenario, a! d 
the controversial truth would never get a green light in Washington. 
Under the circumstances Hollywood will forget about this biography until 
the whistles blow announcing the next armistice. 
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‘Lone Wolf’ in his 


William 


tales al 


has ceased to be the 
f~ \ r 
Columbia. . ; : ; 
lupine aspect has been dropped from the titles. Studio figured that in- 
clusion of the Lone Wolf with the title on every marquee would eat up 
a lot of unnecessary electricity and make the handle too u handy i { 


known 


change under the new policy is ‘One Dangerous Night,’ originally 
as ‘The Lone Wolf Goes to a Party.’ 

Cliffhangers, once aimed at adventure-loving males, are taking a detour 
at Republic with the idea of entertaining the femme element of the 


Population, which grows dominant in film houses as more and 
march away to war. More romance and not so many hairbreadth 
is the new formula in the studio’s next chapter plays 
West’ and ‘G-Men vs. the Black Dragon,’ now being 
cents on the softer touches that will appeal to femme customers. 


‘Daredevils of the 


re-written with ac- 


William Jeffers, president of the Union Pacific railroad, recently ap- 
pointed U. S. rubber czar, is credited by many with pulling off the biggest 
film premiere ballyhoo on record when Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Union Pacifie’ 
Was shown in Omaha. In addition to flock of stars, six parades, three 
days of celebration and premiere showing in three theatres, Jeffers had 
things so organized that more than 200,000 visitors poured into town, 


In order to help fill programs in single feature theatres, 


more boys | 
escapes | 





‘United We | 


. im) Dos in ia , 90th_-Fay "pee | 
Stand, Movietone documentary feature being released by 20th-Fox, pres 


Senily is being made available in two sized versions. Besides 
length version, a tabloid edition running about 38 minutes also has been 
cut from the Original. One of first theatre chains to book the new ver- 
Sion of ‘United’ is Warner Bros. Theatres. 


United Press dispatch from Chungking recounts how Butterfly Wu, 
China’s No. 1 film star, and her millionaire husband, Pan Yu-Sheng, posed 
as beggars with eight children to escape Jap-held Hongkong, to make 
their Way into free China. Miss Wu gave her best performance as a be- 


S001.- 1 
draggled veggar to make good her escape 


the full- | 





a serious lack of personnel to make training | 


Producers realize | 


series of | 
Actor continues ta play the tov role but the 


CAPITOL, HALIFAX, 
ROBBED OF $5,236 


St. John, N. B., Sept. 22. 

Thieves are increasing their atten- 
tion to theatres, and providing an- 
other major problem for exhibitors. 
into the Halifax Capitol 
netted the intruders $5,236. A num- 
ber of other burglaries have in- 
volved losses of from $100 to $2,000. 


At the Capitol (Famous Players- 
Canadian) and a deluxe house of 
comparatively recent origin, a steel 
door into the building was smashed 
through and then the top of the safe 
was chiseled off. 


Three breaks into the Regent, St. 
John, were fruitless for the thieves 
participating. The safe stood up to 
a terrific battering from hammers, 
axe, torch, sledge, chisel, etc. The 
marauders had to be satisfied with 
$5 in nickels and some candy from 
a vending machine. Three entrances 
in the early morning or at the final 
show, at the Mayfair, St. John, were 
futile for what appeared to be a 
lonester in each case. One young 
man was nabbed in the act of break- 
ing into the office. Safes in theatres 
at a number of spots have been 
moved away in trucks or cars and 
broken open in woodlands several 
miles off. Documents only valuable 
to the theatres have been torn up 
or thrown away. 








Florida Showmen Masterminding . — 
Winter's Outlook Under the Dimout 





Although severe dimouts along the 
coastline are a drawback, a tough 
winter up north, coupled with short- 
age of fuel, may bring Florida a bet- 
ter season this year than it had last, 
in the opinion of Frank Rogers, 
president of the All-Florida circuit 
of close to 100 theatres. Majority 
control of the chain, blanketing the 
entire state except for Miami and 
Miami Beach, is held by Paramount. 


Rogers and other All-Florida ex- 
ecutives are in New York to discuss 
operating plans, policies, discuss the 
product outlook and go over other 
matters. The others are B. B. Gar- 
ner, general, manager: Fred Kent, 
general counsel, and Marion Talley, 
treasurer. 

Business in Florida last winter was 
disappointing, not only for theatres 
but other enterprises, with Miami 
among other resort spots not getting 
the play that was expected. Rogers 
pointed out that while last fall they 
had looked fgr a good season, they 
were fooled. He cited an instance 
where the All-Florida circuit spent 
a lot of money putting a St. Augus- 
tine house into good condition and 
then didn’t even open it because the 
general outlook was so discouraging, 

With some _ houses’ remaining 





closed throughout the winter, others 
were added to the list last spring 
and early summer, sending the total 
to over 20. Just how many will be 
in operation this winter is hard to 


tell now, Rogers pointing out that 
it’s still difficult to prophesy what 


conditions will be. 


Dimouts, War, Etc. 


Dimouts along the Florida coast 
actually amount to a blackout so far 
as that state is concerned, Rogers 
stated. He declared, also, that no 
one can appear on any beach after 
6 p.m. and that the authorities are 
very strict concerning any visible 
lights, the driving of an auto over 
15 miles an hour and other regula- 
tions. This vitally affects business 
but there are other problems facing 
the Florida operator. 

In former years, as Rogers pointed 
out, there was always a certain 
amount of building and redecoration 
during the summer. The payrolls 
that were kept going on construction 
over the out-of-season months ale 
ways redounded to the benefit of the 
theatres but now there is no build- 
ing. Also, Rogers noted, construce 
tion men have gone away to defense 
industries. 
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Helping vou to please the ears of 
the world —through finer sound 
recording and reproduction has 
been Western Electric's privilege 
for 16 years. 





Not over, but through a light valve bridge, sound is put on film. 
As the tiny ribbons vibrate open and shut at amazing spéed, they let 
through rays of light which record the range of sound—from whisper 
to thunderclap. Throughout the history of sound pictures, a bridge 
using this principle has proved a practical, economical method of 


recording sound on film. A basic contribution by Western Electric. 


Electrical Research Products Division 
Western Electric Company 
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1953 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y, 


mmo Fourth of a series of advertisements covering basic developments in the art of talking pictures —«~ 
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20th-Fox’s 46 Pictures for 1942-43 
Despite Product Jam and Backlog 





Following prolonged deliberation 
Over next season’s production sched- 
ule, with top company execs at one 
time considering cutting the studio 
slate to 35 or 36 pictures for 1942-43, 
20th-Fox has decided to turn out 46 
pictures (in addition to ‘Young Mr. 
Pitt.’ made in England), according to 
William Goetz, vice-president in 
charge of 20th studios who returned 
to Hollywood last Friday (18). Top 
number of pictures considered at any 
time for the coming year was 52. 


Whether 20th will release all pic- 
tures made this year remains 
questionable, company execs having 
repeatedly stated it was impossible 
to foretell what conditions might be 
six months from now. Studio will 
have 35 or 36 films completed by 
March and, depending on holdover 
power, these may be considered 
sufficient for 1942-43 release. Raw 
film allocation later this season may 
“also be a factor in the releasing 
schedule. 

After the production budget was 
first presented to the board of di- 
rectors early this summer, 20th 
execs stated that even if all the pic- 
tures scheduied were produced they 
would not necessarily all be re- 
leased during the single season. 

Some question also arose a few 
weeks ago as to the adviseability of 
going into immediate production of 
some 12 story properties, despite that 
some of these were topical and would 
deteriorate if held over for next year. 


Jam in bookings which followed 
later, with extended runs in key 
situations holding up product for the 
subsequents, was pointed up by some 
of the toppers at 20th in support of 
their contention that a smaller re- 
leasing schedule including more high- 
budget product would be enough to 
keep both distribution forces and 
theatres supplied with a full sea- 
son’s screen fodder. 


Overhead 


Argument against cutting down on 
number of releases at 20th was that 
overhead charges on the remaining 
productions would automatically be 
increased so_ that _ high-budgeters 
would have to sell at still higher 
levels to offset the upped cost of 
studio operation. Where studio over- 
head may now run approximately 
30% on around 50 pictures a re- 
duction of 14 or 15 pictures would 
raise normal overhead 
around 40%. 

Reduced studio activities were also 
oredicated to some extent on raw 
film stock availability. Based on the 
order issued last week by the War 


Production Board, under which 20th | 


will cut down on celluloid by ap- 
proximately 2244% as compared with 
last year, Goetz said that the cut 
from the original estimate of 52 pic- 
tures was believed sufficient to meet 
the reduced stock allotment. Goetz 
added that it would not be necessary 


to cut running time on films arbi-!} 


trarily, since the elimination of six 
pictures from the schedule would 
leave sufficient footage to allow for 
normal running time based on in- 
dividual production requirements. 


RKO Theatres Sign 
With Publicists For 





107 Retroactive Hike 


Following several months of 
negotiation, RKO Service Corp., 
theatre subsidiary of RKO. ha 
Signed a contract with the Screen 
Publicists Guild to 
and advertising workers in the the- 
atre department of the company. 
Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., president of 
the SPG, signed for the union, 
Malcolm Kingsberg, executive v.-p. 
of RKO in charge of theatre opera- 
tions, for RKO. 

Agreement provides for a 10% in- 
crease retroactive to May 30 last, 
maintenance of membership, a 70% 
shop at all times and severance pay 


ranging to a total of 12 weeks pay | 
( 


after 10 years of service. 


SPG members of the RKO Serv- |} 


ice unit have agreed to pledge 50% 
of the retroactive pay to the pur- 
chase of war bonds during the in- 
dustry’s September drive. 


Having been certified as collective 


| 
charges to 


cover publicity | 
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“TEST SUIT ON SUNDAY 
PIX IN JACKSON, MISS. 


Jackson, Miss., Sept. 22. 

After several months during which 
motion pictures were shown in Jack- 
son regularly on* Sundays, without 
pelice interference, suits were filed 
Friday (18) against the Kennington- 
Saenger Corp., which operates four 
theatres, and four other in- 
dependent playhouses. All were 
brought in the name of the district 
and county attorneys. 

The Kennington suit asked for 
revocation of the corporation’s 
franchise on the ground that it al- 
legedly had been violating the state 
Sunday amusement law. Some of 
the petitions will be heard this 
week, others will be heard in No- 
vember. 

The Kennington-Saenger Theatres 
advertised the usual Sunday shows 
in Jackson newspapers Friday (18) 
and Saturday (19). 


306 STILL WOOS 
EMPIRE BOOTH 
OPERATORS 


On top of a letter received by its 
members from Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of N. Y., 
citing the circumstances leading to 
a breakdown of recent merger ne- 
gotiations, the Empire State union 
has ‘taken stern measures designed 
to muzzle the projectionists under 
its banner. 

The N. Y.-chartered union, long 
a thorn in the side of 306, which is 
affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, has placed an order 
into effect which calls for the imme- 
| diate expulsion of any of its mem- 
| bers who reveal anything pertain- 
| ing to the union or its activities. This 
| includes anything said to newspaper 
} men, 

At the 














same time, Abe Kindler, 


president of Empire, is reported to | 


| have been given the power to re- 
|} move any operator from the job now 
|jheld or switch any of them from 
}one theatre to another regardless 
of any difference in scale paid. Em- 
| pire holds the booths in around 75 
| theatres in N. Y., Brooklyn and Long 
| Island. 

Seething over failure of 306 to ef- 
fect a 


Empire, latter 
| arbitrarily breaking off negotiations, 
| Herman Gelber, president, has ap- 
| pealed to all members of Empire to 


merger with 


| invite him to the next membership 
meeting ‘to give me the opportunity 
of addressing you in person and an- 
swer any questions which may be 
uppermost in your minds.’ 

In his lengthy letter to Empire 
men in which he reviews the 306- 
Emp situation, Gelber has the fol- 
lowing to say, in part: 


} 


7 . —_ . 
Let it be perfectly clear a 





| 
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F 

L 
outset that not everybody is eager 
LOT a } I 


olution to tl problem 
ire nte « < 

gain from dual unionism It is in 
the larger interest of the motion 
picture operators of the City of New 
York, however, that exhibitor 


| 


1,] + } 


snould not be abie to play one union 


against the othei 

‘Father Boland, chairman of New 
| York State Labor Relations Board, 
| finally took a hand in the negotia- 
| tions A number of conferences 
| were held. Only three points at that 
| time were left open: 

‘l. Whether 306 would guarantee 
membership to members of Empire 
within six months after application. 

‘2. Whether the initiation fees 
into 306 for Empire members instead 
of being $500 should be $200. 


‘3. Whether members of Empire 
|who were clearly discharged be- 
j}eause of discrimination against 


i|them by the employers for activi- 
| ties favoring absorption of Empire 
by 306 would be immediately ad- 
mitted to membership in 306 with 
out waiting the six-month period. 


| 
| 


‘While Local 306 considering 
bargaining agency for the theatre lthese three final points which had 
publicists of Loew’ SPG con-| been referred to ; I cles to- 
tinuing negotiations with that com-j wards effecting the plan of absorp- 


pany. 
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EXTRA JOBS SLUMP, 
$168,000 UNDER JULY 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Job placements for the month of 
August did a nosedive, according to 
Central Casting Corp., which reports 
gross earnings of $220,000, a drop of 
$168,000 from July. It was slightly 
less by $100,000 than the wages 
passed out in August, 1941. 

Only 736 calls were sent out for 
atmosphere players, chiefly in mob 
and street scenes, in August, as 
against 3,033 for the preceding 
month. 


INDIES MAKING 
MANY U.S. FILMS 


Independent film producers and 
small laboratories formerly turning 
out commercial films are rushing into 
production of Government pictures 
for morale, informative or training 
purposes, with result that many of 
those threatened with extinction by 
the War Production Board order 
eliminating raw film shipments for 
advertising purposes are in a better 
position than previously. 

That various branches of the Gov- 
ernment need film in quantity, and 
of a calibre sufficient to make U. S. 
contracts of prime desirability, is 
perhaps best indicated in the large 
volume of celluloid being turned out 
by the Walt Disney studios, which to 
a major extent is now devoted to 
Government film production. 

Aside from firms such as Wilding, 
which formerly handled commercial 
pix and are now turning out training 
films for the Office of Civilian De- 
fense, producers of jukebox shorts 
are also shooting Government sub- 
jects. 

With cancellation of the commer- 
cial pictures scheduled at Minoco 
studios in the east, production of war 
shorts and other types of film spon- 
sored for informative purposes has 
been lined up. From the west coast, 
Sam Coslow reports that his new 
program will include 24 shorts. for 
the Office of War Information in ad- 
dition to 260 jukebox Soundies and 
the third of the series of Lum & Ab- 
ner pictures for RKO. Jack Votion, 
former producer of the series, is in 
the Army. 

While Minoco has given up pro- 
duction on the Coast, Coslow stated 
last week that his R.C.M. Produc- 
| tions, Inc., had signed an agreement 
which will headquarter production 
of his Soundies at the Fine Arts 
| Studio in Hollywood. Major James 
Roosevelt, Fred Mills and Coslow 
own this firm. 


ALTERNATE SKOURAS 
AND RKO OPERATION 














Under a unique arrangement RKO 
and the Skouras circuit will al- 
| ternate in the operation of the Mid- 
way, Forest Hills, L. I, a 2,200- 
seater which opens tonight (Wed- 
nesday) with a benefit performance 
for the Red Cross, playing ‘Desper- 
ate Journey’ (WB). RKO is to oper- 
ate the theatre for two years, then 
it will go to the operation of the 
Skouras circuit, headed by George 
Skouras, for two years. The Skouras 
chain presently has the Forest Hills 

theatre, Forest Hill: 
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the theat 
| held up for some time due to priori- 
ties 





word to Father Boland that all ne- 
gotiations would be broken off. 

| ‘What makes it doubly hard now 
is the fact that we apparently have 
no authorized representatives of 
| Empire to deal with at present in 
| negotiations towards this end. 

‘The members of Local 306 have 
nothing to gain individually from 
the proposed merger except what 
| every motion picture operator in 
|New York City would gain from the 
| benefits of one union. We sincerely 
ldesire to accomplish this. 
| “We believe that if the members of 
|Empire are as ready and willing to 
| do it, it can be done. But it requires 
| the cooperation of the members of 
|both unions. Where there’s a will, 
| there is a way.’ 

In asking that he be invited to a 
meeting of the membership, Gelber 
| suggests that if possible members 
|may authorize the selection of a 








|few representatives with authority 

to proceed to work out plans for 

| what he calls ‘a solution of our com- 
problem.’ 
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Shortage of Labor 


Hits Everything 


From Chorines to Automatic Candy 





M-G ADDS 4 TO ’42-43 
FIRST BLOCK OF EIGHT 


Already having started selling a 
block of eight pictures for 1942-43 
release, while other decree com- 
panies are offering only five at a 
time, Metro has added four more to 
its initial group for a total of 12 
and has advised all exchanges that 
the one or two cancellation policy 
would apply. 

Accounts which have closed for 
the eight are not obligated to add 
the four new pictures to the list but 
may do so with the same cancella- 
tion figuring. There is no separate 
elimination on the four if bought 
alone. 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager for Metro, denies that the 
company is designating the pictures 





of the first group of eight or the en- 
larged block of 12. Some buyers 
are erroneously of the opinion that 
such instructions had gone out, one 
of the largest circuit users of film 
having said that he was given the 
impression by one of the Metro 
branch managers that if he wanted 
to cancel anything it would have to 
be specified pictures. 

The quartet added to the original 
eight Metro films are ‘For Me and 
My Gai,’ ‘Eyes in the Night,” ‘Omaha 
Trail’ and ‘White Cargo,’ all of which 
have been tradeshown. 


OEW MGRS. NIX 
UNION TIEUP 
IN N. Y. 


Managers and assistant managers 
of Loew’s metropolitan New York 
theatres have voted against certifica- 
tion of two different unions seeking 
bargaining agency rights, Local 266 
of the Building Service Employees 
(AFL) and the Exhibition, Enter- 
tainment Employees National Union 
(unaffiliated). 

Former received 18 votes at an 
NLRB election held last week, the 
latter 32, while 106 eligibles cast 
votes against either union. 

‘I am deeply gratified by this vote 
of confidence in the management 
and policies of Loew’s theatres’, 
C. C. Moskowitz, Loew’s v.-p., stated 
after the election. 








Trade Troubles Make 
Convention Necessary, 





Milwaukee, Sept. 22. 

Although the Independent Theatre 
Piotective Association of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan originally fig- 
ured on dropping its annual con- 
vention at least for this 
Save rubber, gas, and do its bit in 
reducing other transportation as 
Wartime conduci—it now 
hes been decided that the plight of 
many exhibs calls for action now 
more than at any other time. Hence. 
a general confab has been called 
for Sept. 30-Oct. 1 at the Hotel 
Schroeder here, with ‘Let the Lit- 
tle Guy Live’ as its central theme. 
Shortage of product, film prices 
and percentage deals and the exodus 
of population from the smaller 
towns to the war industrial centres 
combine to create a situation such as 
the showmen have not had to face 
before, and their demand for action 
has reached a belligerent stage. 
This wartime convention, limited 
to two days, will offer several de- 
partures from practices in previous 
years, To get a full turnout for the 
opening sessions, the annual banquet 
will be held on the first day when 
ali routine business will be taken 
up 

This year’s convention will have 
no exhibits, the various dealers in 
by-products of show business, who 
in other years financed an annual 
cecktail party, having nothing to 
|sell, what with priorities and all. 
}and grimly j 
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Detroit, Sept. 22. 

Attempts to plug up the man- 
power shortages with women is no 
cinch in this area where estimates 
are that close to another 100,000 
women will be in war work before 
the end of the year. Theatre, night 
club and other salaries in the amuse. 
ment end can’t stack up with the 
wages, nor the appeal, of war work. 


The shortage of chorines now has 
hit the burlesque houses with the 
last theatre here without projection 
equipment, the Empress, installing 
it to substitute shadows for strippers, 
The other two burley houses here 
have been using pix along with their 
stage stuff but the Empress has been 
going along for the past five years 
with straight stage shows. How- 
ever, Joseph Ellul, now finds too 
many girls have been drained off by 
the arsenals and has to dub in film 


bills to keep his house in the 
running. 
The law also slapped down on 


Arthur Harr, who runs the Strath- 
moor Recreation Center, because he 
tried to hire femme pin setters for 
his bowling alley. Result was that 
State investigators blew up and got 
a warrant charging him with violat- 
ing the child labor laws and also 
with putting girls in ‘too hazardous 
work.’ 

The bad feature in that is that the 
State and local authorities now have 
started a drive and are looking 
closely into the age and working 
conditions of girls who have been 
substituted for males in other places. 
Gal ushers are coming’ under 
scrutiny in the theatres with the of- 
ficials indicating that they don’t 
want the young ones in such work, 
particularly in the evening hours. 
The older ones can’t be got because 
most of them already have fitted 
themselves into jobs in the arsenals. 

Industry here is paying big money 
to the gals with the unions seeing 
there is no difference in pay for 
women performing the same work 
as men. On top of that the big 
plants here realize that they will 
have to depend more upon women 
as the war goes along and not only 
has set high wage standards for 
them but have established training 
schools. Waitresses have been walk- 
ing out of restaurants and niteries, 
clubs and theatres can’t get lines 
nor ushers and even when they do 
up wages they can’t compete with 
the patriotic urge to do war work. 

What makes plenty of them de- 
pressed is that the labor shortage 
in the amusement world comes right 
in the middle of a boom and there's 





Wisc.-Mich. Indies Feel 


year—to | 


nothing to be done about it. What's 
more, performers and musicians, 
some of whom have been trying to 
do a doubie — shift, 
abandoning show biz for the all-out 
war effort. 
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Even Candy Counters 

San Francisco, Sept. 22. 
Shortage of male help, along with 
| tire rationing, is bringing a switch- 
over from automatic machines to 
candy counters in the peddling of 
candy in local theatres. West Coast 
Automatic Candy Co., which services 
most of the circuits hereabouts on a 
percentage replacing ma- 
chines with the counters, staffed by 
girls, wherever possible, because 
counters can be stocked for two 
weeks in advance, whereas the ma- 
chines need service twice a week 


basis, is 


Girls for the counters are easier 
to find than men to drive the service 
trucks and tires to put on the trucks. 

Mark Alling, assistant mgr. RKO 


Golden Gate, transferred to Denver 


Femme Manager 
Oakland, Cal., Sept. 22 

Appointment of Teresa M. Calleri 
as manager of the Roxie marks first 
time a downtown theatre has been 
placed in the hands of a woman. 
Miss Calleri, originally private sec- 
retary to Clarence Laws, co-partner 
with Joe Blumenfeld in the Roxie 
and Esquire, has been doing pub- 
licity for the two houses for several 
years. 

William E. Chamberlain, veteran 
concert impresario in the Bay area, 
has taken over active management 
of the Berkeley for Laws-Blumen- 
feld. He will work it in conjunction 
with his concert presentations. 
Chamberlain previously dabbled in 
foreign films at the Campus im 
Berkeley on rental from Fox West- 
Coast. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
purchased ‘Bomber’s 
azine yarn by Leonard 





20th-Fox 
| Moon,’ m 
| Lee. 
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Short Subject Execs Aver U. S. 
And Other Briefies Hog Screens 





v, 


With Government reels and the| 
Victory shorts produced by majors, | 
in line with Lowell Mellett’s pro-| 
gram ideas, being released currently 
at the rate of two a week and rating | 
a must on theatre screen, regular | 
shorts are being crowded out of| 
theatres. Short subject department 
heads last week registered com- 
plaints with the War Activities Com- 
mittee requesting that ‘must’ pic- 
tures be channeled on a more favor- 
able basis claiming that if the jam 
continued as at present, regular 
short releases would continue to be 
frozen out of theatres for the next 
two or three months. 

Sudden rush of non-commercial 
‘must’ shorts is reported due to each 
of the majors assigned to the Mellett 
shorts releasing them at the rate of 
one per month in order to wash up 
their commitments. Added to the 
Government reels, also rating pri- 
ority on the screen, regular shorts are 
being completely eliminated. 

Meeting was held at War Activities 
Committee headquarters in New 
York last Thursday (17) afternoon 
when it was decided to seek an ar- 
rangement whereby the Victory 
shorts and the Government reels 
would be released at the rate of one 
per week for both groups on an al- 
ternating basis. 

Profits from the Victory shorts are 
being turned ovet to charitable or- 
ganization with some short subject 
heads pointing out that it should not 
be necessary to force them to forego 
sales of their regular releases in ad- 
dition. 





British MOI Plan Hits Snag 

London, Sept. 22. 
Ministry of Information plan, to 
replace its present 5-10-minute 
weekly shorts with a 15-minute sub- 
ject once a month, has aroused con- 
siderable objection among _ exhibs, 
particularly in the subsequent runs. 
Mitter is considered by exhib lead- 


ers not one for argument, however, 
and discussion has been more or 
less stifled when objections have 


been raised at regional meetings of 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors As- 
sociation. New MOI plan goes into 
effect in November. 

Exhib objection is on two sources. 
First is the amount of time in the 
program a 15-minute subject will 
take up. It will mean 45 minutes a 
day or 10% of the total time most 
houses are permitted to be open. 
It has been pointed out in reply to 





such objections that exhibs will have 
three out of every four weeks with- | 
out any MOTI short at all on their 
programs. Furthermore, they have 
been given four months to prepare 
their schedules for the change. 

Second cbjection to the films by 
Subsequents is that they don’t get 
them until seven or eight first runs 
have played them. That's figured 
not too objectionable with a five- 
minute film, but likely to irk audi- 
ences with anything as long as 15 
minutes, 


$200,000 Chi ‘Permit’ 
Touch to Be Kayoed 
By Operators Sept. 28 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 
New by-laws designed to abolish 
the ‘permit’ which for more 
20 years has blocked admission of | 
new members into Chicago Local 
110 of the Moving Picture Operators |! 
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Union, will be formally adopted at | 
& meeting slated for Sept. 28 
mit policy formerly utilized b,” 
union necessitated payments of more 
than $200,000 yearly from  non- 
members for permits to work. Pol- 
icy has been bitterly criticized, with 
hew by-laws result of pleas by non- 
members. 

Local No. 110 is also negotiating 
with Chicago theatre owners for a 
new contract providing wage _ in- 
creases and a six-day week. At 
present, operators work seven days. 
The union seeks to make the con- 
tract retroactive to Sept. 1, when the 
last contract expired, 


New Stagehands’ Deal 
Alliance, O., Sept. 22. | 
A new two-year contract, calling 
for a 10% wage increase the first 
year, and additional raise the second 
year, has been signed by Ray Wal- 
lace, managing director of Tri-Thea- 
tres, Inc., and Frank R. Reardon, 
business agent of Local 189, stage- 
hands union, here, 
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CIO Move Seen in Jersey 


Attempt of the United Theatrical 
& Building Service Employees 
Union, Local 1188, to organize ‘front- 
of-the-house’ employees in Warner 
theatres in northern New Jersey, is 
seen as the prelude to a nationwide 
campaign on the part of the CIO 
to organize similar help, as well as 
managers. 

The International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, with 
some managers and ‘front-of-house’ 
help rounded up under its banner ijn 
various parts of the country, would 
be expected to stubbornly resist any 
such move by the CIO same as in ex- 
changes where the CIO has am- 
bitions. 

In New Jersey, the UTBSE is 
seeking an election to cover Warner 
theatre workers and has petitioned 
the National Labor Relations Board 
for a hearing in an effort to force 
such an election. IATSE meantime 
has beey trying to wean Warner em 
ployees away from the CIO. 


Crosby, Gable, Dunne, 
MacDonald Among Top 
Film Earners in 40-41 


Washington, Sept. +22. 

Treasury Secretary Morgenthau's 
list of persons receiving in excess of 
$75,000 during the calendar year 1940 
or the fiscal year ending in 1941 for 
personal services showed Loew’s, 
Inc., with 80 individuals who re- 
ceived $75,000 and up in the 1941 
fiscal year and 55 others, previously 
unreported who picked up that much 
and more in 1940. 

Irene Dunne appeared in the list 
three times with total salaries of 
$262,500.03. Universal Pictures gave 








her $137,500, Columbia Pictures 
$135,000 and RKO Radio Pictures 
$90,000. 


Bing Crosby was the highest paid 
star with $302,314 from Paramount 
Pictures and $150,000 from Universal. 

Clark Gable received $298,544 in 


1940 and $357,500 in 1941 from 
Loew's. 
Loew's paid Jeanette MacDonald 


$300,000 in 1940 and only $173,333 in 
1941, and gave Robert Montgomery 
$211,416 last year and $191,250 in 
1940. Twentieth Century-Fox drew 
$169.009 in checks for Tyrone Power 
in 1940. 


Stars who 
more in the last reported year were 
Gary Cooper, $287,671; Wallace 
Beery, $251,250; Joan Crawford, 


Greta Garbo, $203,333: Wil- 
liam Powell, $265,250; Spencer Tracy, 
$247.383: Fred MacMurray, $248,333; 
Ginger Rogers, $254,416; 
Boyer, $220,833; Deanna 
$203,166; James Cagney, 
Bette Davis, $271,083; and 
Fivnn, $240,000. 

Universal's combination 
Abbott and Lou Costello 
$291,905 to divvy up. 

Chico of the Marx Bros. received 
$82,141.82 from Loew’s last year. 
Harpo got 8c less and Groucho 26c 
less. 


$266,-538: 


Durbin, 
$362,500; 


Errol 


of Bud 
received 


Charles Chaplin Film Corp. gave 
Charlie Chaplin $163,000. Percy L. 


Crosby got $96,000 from Skippy, Inc. 
; 


Warner Bros. Pictures paid 30 in- 
dividuals $75,000 or more; Universal 
9ictures 28: Paramount Pictures 22; 
. mhia Dietyuree 10° an 

ury-Fox 17. 


Old-Ti 
-Time Prosperity 
Wichita, Sept. 22 

It is just like the old days at Fox- 
Miller theatre now that the lights 
are turned on and left on for several 
minutes between shows in order that 
over-capacity crowds may come and 
go without mishap. 

Wichita, now reaching towards 

200,000 population mark with fast 
increasing aircraft industry work- 
ers, is crowding picture houses un- 
til it is a problem to get into a show, 
particularly in evenings and on 
weekends. 


How True 
Crosby’s pals already are 


about a song he has in 
forthcoming Paramount pic- 


Bing 
gagging 
‘Dixie,’ 
ture, 

He warbles: ‘The Horse 
Knows Its Way Back Home.’ 


That 


WALSH QUITS NLRB 
FOR 156 METRO JOB 


Hollywood, Sept. 22 
William R. Walsh resigned as re- 
gional director of National Labor 








coliected $200,000 or | 


Charles | 


1 20th Cen- 


Relations Board for the Hollywood 


studio labor contact. Understood 
| his new job is for two years at $15,- 
000 annually. 

New post calls for handling of all 
labor relations for the company 
under supervision of E. J. Mannix, 
general manager of the Culver City 
plant. It 


over to a competent aide because of 
his other heavy duties. 


How Shipbuilding Boom 
Also Created a Spurt - 
For New Theatre Bldg. 


San Francisco, Sept. 22. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

The writer has noted various news 
items in ‘Variety’ wherein some ex- 
hibitor or other plans to convert a 
garage or store into a theatre. If 
you feel that the following is news- 
worthy you have my permission to 
use same, 

On Feb. 14 I completed the Grand 
theatre, Richmond, 690 seats, built 
of brick and Class B construction in 
91 days. 

On May 211 leased a grocery store 
in the heart of Richmond and in 
exactly three weeks opened this as 
a theatre, seats 428, operates 24 hours 
a day. Name, the Studio. 

June 12 I commenced remodeling 
the old Point theatre at Richmond 
and installed a balcony to seat 100 
and renovated the house from front 
| to back. Total seats 450. Opened 
| Aug. 15. 








| were completed under the $5,000 lim- 
| itation set by the War Production 
Board. 

Commenced work five weeks ago 
|}on the Times, Richmond, seating 575 
| and will open this house Sept. 11. A 
priority was granted on this project. 
This was formerly the Nash Automo- 
bile Agency. 

On 
Vallejo on 


July 5, commenced work in 
the former Studebaker 
Automobile Agency and completed 
this in four weeks. It seats 664. 
From there I took over the old 
library building in Alameda and 
transformed this into a theatre. I 
opened this last week. It seats 299. 
A tear sheet is being sent under 
separate cover on this project. The 
name of this theatre is the Times. 
All three cities, Richmond, Vallejo 
and Alameda are in the heart of the 
California shipbuilding area. 





construction 


| mentioned 
Robert L. Lippert 


| 


Nevada War Workers 


Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 22 
Basic Magnesium Corp., a war- 
time company, is building its own 
film theatre as part of the plant be- 
ing erected 10 miles from this city. 





The Chase Must Go On in Films, But 
Not on Rubber; Pegasus Flies Again 








T — ve ’ . = 

A Newsreeler Will Click 
Milwaukee, Sept. 22 

Although two previous attempts to 

establish a newsreel theatre here 


oy flopped, in the Garden and in 
tl 





| The Studio and Point theatres | 





Rich- | 


mond building laws compel first class | ; 


I realize that some of the above | 
seems unbelievable, but it was done 
fand in the pericd of time I have! 


| 





Temporary structure, seating 700, 
| will be ready in 30 days, and a per- 
manent house is expected to be open 
| for business in thyee months. 

! Understood the Government is} 
meking allowance for tl 
|}along with stores and housing, in 
| the construction of war plants in 
out-of-the-way districts. Deal here 
is reported to be the first to take 
|acvantage of it. There will be 15,- 
| 000 workers in this area when the 
| plant is going full blast. 


U. S. Okays Rebuilding 

Indianapolis, Sept. 22. 
Young & Wolf state circuit will re- 
build Harris Grand, largest house 
in Bloomington, Ind., destroyed by 
fire July 2. Firm has received gov- 
ernment approval for use of mate- 
rials and will spend about 

On reconstructing brick building. 
| Oscar Kushner, nabe operator, has 


| 








| taken over the Tacoma from the 
Tamler group here. 
Hamilton Quits Shine 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 22. 


York. City Manager Bud Silverman 
added the job to his duties tempor- 


arily. 





$35,000 | 





To Have Own Theatre|; 





Jack Hamilton, manager of 
'Schine’s Riviera for the last four 
months, resigned and went to New |] 











ne Strand (Fox), a third trial will 


is reported that Mannix |now be made in a new house built 
has been figuring for some time on /| expressly for the purpose and jin a 
turning the studio’s labor problems} presumably ideal location on Wis- 


consin avenue near Third street, a 
permit having been issued by Build- 
ing Inspector Leon M. Gurda for a 
$39,000 remodeling job on a store 
structure this purpose. 

Fox Wisconsin Theatres Corp. is 
reportedly the promoter of the new 
project, convincea that the time is 
propitious for establishing a theatre 
devoted exclusively to newsreels and 
shorts on war themes. H. J. Fitz- 
gerald, head of Fox houses in this 
state, is state chairman for War Ac- 
tivities of the motion picture indus- 
try and has become so thoroughly 
imbued with the importance of the 
war effort that he believes the new 
venture will be worthwhile from a 
patriotic and propaganda angle even 
if it doesn’t make a dime. 

Site of the newsreel theatre was 
the location over 30 years ago for 
the Lyric, one of the town’s earliest 
picture houses. It was remodeled 
for mercantile purposes and used 
for years by the S. S. Kresge 5-and- 
10 stores, which recently vacated the 
premises, and the building now is 
being remodeled again to revert to 
its former use as a theatre, with 540 
seating capacity. 

War Production board has OK’d 
the project as materials salvaged in 
the wrecking will be used again in 
the rebuilding and no priority re- 
strictions on the use of new mater- 
ials will be violated. 


| district and moved into Metro as M’w’kee Thinks This Time | 
Front-of-House WB Drive | 











Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


Nevermore, at least for the durae 


tion of the war, will you see John 
Law in a high-powered car chasing 
Ankles the Sawmill 
Iiiver Parkway through Bronx coun- 
ty in an equelly high-powered car. 
Even though they were stock models, 
a car was always high-powered when 
it broke into the first page in a chase 
along those winding roads where 
every skid whittled off a pound of 
latex. . 


Diamond up 


They are not doing it any more in 
pictures. The chase is a huge per- 
centage of all film drama, but it can’t 
be done with gasoline any more. 
Rubber is too scarce. Old Dobbin 
and his girl friend, the @ray Mare, 
and their progeny, the Roan Gelding, 
are returning to their old jobs in the 
films, picking ‘em up and laying ’em 
down on the winding roads as they 
pursue miscreants in the cause of 
law and order. 

Sol Wurtzel, at 20th-Fox, was the 
first producer to draw his pencil 
through a sequence calling for an 
automobile chase in the script of 
‘Buried Alive.’ The chase went on, 
but afoot and on horseback. In an- 
other picture. ‘The Man Who 
Wouln’t Die,’ the script called for the 
burning of much rubber in winding 
turns and sudden stops, Even though 
the rubber burnage was contained in 
stock shots, taken long before the 
war restrictions on tires, Wurtzel or- 
dered them stricken out, and de- 
manded horse chases instead. 

His explanation was that Joe Pub- 
lic, who can’t get any more tires for 
the family bus, gets a feeling of hot 
resentment when he sees tires burn- 
ing on the screen, even though they 
burned two years Before the drama 
was filmed. 
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BEG. FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 
Errol Flynn ® Ronald Reagan 


In Warner Bros. Hit 


“DESPERATE JOURNEY” 


HORACE HEIDT 
With FRANKIE CARLE 
And His Musical Knights 
SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER! 
Buy a bend for every mother’s son in service 


Sen dittenes STRAND 


B’way 








47th St. 
George Ann 
Montgomery Rutherford 
Cesar Glenn 
Romero Mitier 
and His Band 
“ORCHESTRA WIVES” 
Plus a Big Tth Ave. 
Stage Show R Oo Xx Y & 50th St. 

















DIANA BARRYMORE 
ROBERT CUMMINGS 


“Between Us Girls” 














JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
Air Conditioned. B’way, Sist St. Cl. 7-5545. 


SALUTE IN SEPTEMBER ! 
Buy a bend for every mother’s son in service 














15th Week! 


MICHAEL TODD’S 


STAR and GARTER 


Staged by HASSARD SHORT 


BOBBY , GYPSY ROSE 
CLARK LEE 


PROFESSOR LAMBERTI 
* 
MUSIC BOX, 45th St. W. of Bway 
Matinees Thursday and Saturdcy 

















¢ CAPITOL !™! 
Ty VeV4] nee || 82° MUSIC HALL 


47th St. 


Starts Tomorrow 
Barbara STANWYCK @ George BRENT 


“THE GAY SISTERS” 


ANID 





Richard TRAVIS @ 


“BUSSES ROAR”’ 


Julie BISHOP 





“TALES OF 
MANHATTAN" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








*‘BRILLIANT—A HIT'—Anderson, Journ.-Am, 
» - PLUS 
50c $1 & $1.50 vax 
Sat. Nights Only 50c. te $2.50 Plus Tax 
Sonja Henie & Arthur M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 
CO. 5-5474 
America’s Only Ice Theatre 
Evgs., incl. Sun. 8:40 Mats. Wed.,Sat. and Sun. 
Mail Orders Promptly Filled—No. Mon. Perf. 


LOEW’S Starts Thur. Sept. 24 
STAT Times BING CROSBY 
Sq. FRED ASTAIRE 
aus li in Irving _ A® 
Marjorie MAIN HOLIDAY I1N° 
Zasu PITTS —Ia Person— 
Aline MacMAHON : 
—In Person— Carmen AMAYA 
FRANK FAY Peggy FEARS 
UNA MERKEL EXTRA! 
ANNE NAGEL JACK DURANT 





























SAMUEL GOLDWYN PRESENTS 


GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES 


(The Life of Leu Gehrig) 


Released Through RKO-Radio Pictures, tne. 
ASTOR B way Popular Prices Cont. 
& 45th Midnight Shews Perf. 








BUY WAR BONDS AND STAMPS 














IN PERSON 
THE ANDREWS 
SISTERS 
Tony PASTOR 


2ed Bang 


Midnight 
Feature 


BUY, WAR BONDS AT THIS THEATRE 
AS A SALUTE TO YOUR HEROES: 





A TE Sy PR ES 
RS By tad 


5) Seaport 


5 WT See 
A NETS 
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Army-Navy Unite 


in Policy 


Of Back-Checking Commissions 


For Men From Radio Industr 


es 7 


Washington, Sept. 22. 
A joint Army and Navy policy 
regulating the enlistment or 
missioning of civilians employed in 


com- 


radio broadcasting, television and 
otner communications services has 
been adopted by the Secretary of 


War and the Secretary of the Navy 
0.1 the recommendation of the Joint 
Army and Navy Personnel Board. 

Civilians o@cupying key positions 
in these communications § services 
will not be accepted for commission 
oc enlistment without first obtaining 
a written release from the head of 
the industry concerned. These key 
civilians intlude executives, heads of 
major divisions or departments and 
principal subdivisions, and technical 
experts whose principal duties in- 
velve design, planning or research. 

In the case of civilian employees 
in these services whose jobs are out- 
Side the ~-xecutive and _ technical- 
expert categories, a release from the 
local Selective Service Board will be 
required }):fore acceptance for en- 
listment or commission, if the appli- 
ant is a Selective Service registrant. 
Ii a disagreement occurs between tt! > 
local board and the industry con- 
cerned, appeal may be taken under 
Selective Service regulations. 

If the applicant is not a classified 
Selective Service registrant, decision 
a; to whether he may be accepted 
for commission or enlistment with- 
out a release from the head of the 
industry will depend upon the merits 
of the individual case. In the event 
of disapproval by the head of the 
industry the final decision will rest 
with a committee appointed by the 
Joint Army and Navy Personnel 
Board. 


AKERBERG 3-B 
AT REQUEST 
OF CBS 


While the networks and ad agen- 
cies have yet to hear from Wash- 
ington on a proposal that key pro- 
duction men as well as other key 
executives be assigned to an es- 
Sertial class under the selective 
service law, the Government has al- 





ready begun to grant exemptions in 
individual cases. At the express re- 
quest of William S. Paley, CBS prez, | 
the network's v.p. in charge of sta- 


“An o! +3ny “ 2 ary) 
tion relation, Herbert Akerberg. has 


been put in Class 3-B, which covers | 


those with dependents who have im- 
portant defense jobs. 

Paley had based his application on 
Akerberg’s behalf on the. cir- 
cumstance that it would be difficult 
to replace Akerberg because of his 
background and technical knowl- 
edge. Akerberg, who started out as 
an engineer, has been with the de- 
partment for 14 years and has 
headed it for the past seven years. 
CBS has to date sought no other de- 


ferments. Class 3-B is not a per- | 
manent classification. Its cases are 
reviewable every six months 

Action in Akerberg’s instances | 
comes several weeks after network 
Officials and ad agency heads met 
with Elmer Davis, chief of the Of- 
fice of War Information, and dis- 
cussed the question of evolving a | 
basis for obtaining exemption for 


men essential to the directive phase; 
of broadcasting. Only exemptions 
asked for and obtained by NBC and 
the Blue Networks have involved 
their engineering staffs. 


GEO. JESSEL ON WAX 
FOR BALTO BREWER 


George Jessel has made 50 ‘Hello 





Mom’ transcriptions of what may 
reach 500 for Globe Beer Co., 





New Radio Books 


The following are new books 
of pertinence to the trade: 

‘4.000 Years of Television,’ by 
Richard W. Hubbell of CBS (G. 
P. Putnam, $2.25) with fore- 


words by David Sarnoff, William 
S. Paley, James L. Fly and 
Adolph Bolm. . 


‘BBC Hand Book: 1942,’ (BBC, 
London, 60c). 

‘Radio in State and Territorial 
Education Departments,’ by Car- 
roll Atkinson (Meador, $1.50). 

‘Animal Allies,’ by Nila Mack 
of CBS (Julian Messner, $1). 

‘Recordings for School Use: 
1942.’ A catalog of appraisals by 
J. Robert Miles (World, Yonkers, 
i eo 








Hildegarde Loses Colgate 
Job Because of Jolson’s 
California Insistence 


Al Jolson’s cabled instructions to 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet that his sec- 
ond 26 
California cost Hildegarde the No. 1 
singing assignment on the new radio 


weeks must emanate from 


program when it starts over CBS 
Oct. 6. This is due to the song- 
stress’ own deal for the Palmer 


House, Chicago, following her debut 
tonight (Wed.) into the Hotel Plaza’s 
newly redecorated Persian Room, 
N. Y. Miss Hildegarde works both 
ichoice hotels on percentage and 
can’t forego the Chi booking to 
travel to Hollywood. 

It was agreed that the first 15 
weeks of the 26 would emanate 
from N. Y., coincidentally with her 





Plaza date, and then time-out 11 
weeks for Chi, but she would re- 
sume again in N. Y. The Coast 
switch stymied her. For Music 


Corp. of America, which is packag- 
ing the entire Jolson show (Parkya- 
kakas, Elaine Arden, Ray Block’s 
orch) it would entail three different 
sets of featured vocalists. 

Carol Bruce been 
| for the Hildegarde spot 


has booked in 





| 
} 
| 


| 


. . 1 
ZAMerican peopie, 
operation and control of 
| this time precisel) 
| viously accepted censorship. 


necessities of War, 


| usually 


i'turned after the war. 


Civilian Defense Shows 
By Pauline Gibson For 








| 





‘Trial of Harry Morley’ and ‘Tom 
Dixon Meet. the Enemy,’ 15-minute 
recorded shows, will be distributed 
by the Office of Civilian Defense to 
adio stations throughout the coun- 
try, to be broadcast during Fire 
Prevention Week, starting Oct. 4. 
Pauline Gibson scripting the shows, 


which were directed by members 
assigned by the Radio Directors 
Guild. They were produced in New 


York with the American Federation 
of Radio Artists granting a waiver 
for the actors. 


LOW PRESSURE 





SALESMANSHIP 


The Blue Network has a sponsor 
who hopes that his program, a Sun- 
day matinee half-hour of music, 
won't sell aly goods. 
is Lance, Inc., maker of Toastchee 
peanut butter and cheese crackers. 

Morse International, the agency 
involved, is watching the product's 
sales chart anxiously, because the 
sponsor, when he started the series, 
cautioned that he would pull it off 
the network if it increased sales. 
The reason he went on the air was 
to garnish the product with a little 
more prestige and also to keep the 
trade name before the public for the 
duration. He doesn’t want to expand 
his business and he prefers to keep 
sales just about where they are 
now. 


NOTRE DAME GAMES 


ee 
aiit aCCUV UL 





ON WLW FOR SINCLAIR 


Cincinnati, Sept. 22. 

This season, as for several years 
past, WLW is carrying its own spe- 
cial broadcasts of Saturday after- 
noon football games. Notre Dame is 
carded for its entire schedule with 
the Sinclair Refining as sponsor. 
Dick Bray is handling the play-by- 
play accounts. 


Station carried the Kentucky- 
Georgia game from Louisville Sat- 
urday (19) and will have Bray 


describe the Ohio-State-Fort Knox 
Soldiers tilt Sept 26, at Columbus. 
Paul Jones assists Bray on commer- 


‘clals and as announcer. 


It should not go unrecorded in plain terms States, 
| that the radio industry, and by implication the ing pu 
afte accepting 
shortwave 
sely in the same mood they pre- 
These 
\ democratic people must 
| give in to, but is net required to like, such 
Government domination. The Government has 
imphed, rather than flatly and un- 
|equivocally stated, that privileges will be re- 
The war may be long 





cannot 
hed a1 
> | aitCya ohh 
(,overnment 
radio at spontaneous w 


are evil 


they will und 
action to the « 


sions of the ] 
and hateful re; 


land what is eventually ‘returned’ may not too 


] 


iclosely resemble what 
tant thing is that people be 
minded that they are getting 
news, so that tney ; 
holdouts, and that shortwave 
itaken 
ree 


over as an emergency 


| Industry qualms about 


violence 


takeover of private 


Baltimore marketing Arrow Beer, | hands, 


Joseph Katz is the agency. 

Disks are used only around Balti- 
more, Washington, Richmond, 
and such keys 


market, 


Va., 
where the Arrow| 
brew is known, but will extend na- | ©@! 


149 + , 
Was take Nn. 


IS an unavoidable risk of war. 


censorship, not 
ill not yrow accustomed to 


radio is being 
ithout public debate or public refe rendum. 


wartime 
(ers or unknown minions down the line doing 
to American radio prestige are not 
mere carping Opposition of the kind that Gov- 
ernment representatives often discount as the 
natural squawking of businessmen. 
|fundamental issues involved in any wartime 
operations, 
| where it passes the reality of absolute control 
ito Government while in any way seeking to 
keep alive, or not to dispel, the impression that 


of |the involved operations are still in private 


Angle-shooting is not more attractive in of- 
\ficial operations than in private business. It 
tainly needs to be emphasized in the over- 
tionally in ratio to extension of the} Whelming confusion of the present that the 
propaganda of truth, the boast of the United 


Again, that 
The impor-_ to 
frequently 


the (Gover 
ars ; 
Chat is becau 


re- 
and Vvazvue, 
secrecy, to be 
of the takeove 
but the need fe 


measure only 


Fire Prevention Week 


ound in 


Soon as possible. 


° ay 
esper ALY 


~~ 


Contracts for Government Takeover 


Of U. S. Shortwave About Ready 


lh 
ty 





V-Mail Well Sold 


Washington, Sept. 22. 

Radio broadcasters have re- 
ceived high praise from the War 
Department for their work in 
popularizi:.g the use of V-mail 
over their transmitters. Lt. Col. 
Ed Kirby, chief of the radio 
branch of the Army’s public re- 
lations buzeau, said the stations 
did an ‘outstanding job’ which 
resulted in boosting the volume 
of photomicrofilm mail to Ameri- 
can service men overseas almost 
100%. 

With development of the V- 
mail plan into a full-scale opera- 
tion, the War Department’s radio 
branch undertook a promotion 
campaign on the radio to bring 
the new type of mail service to 
public attention. The campaign 
opened Aug, 23 with a spot on 
the Army Hour, the official War 
Department radio program, and 
was carried on during the fol- 
lowing two weeks through spots 
and announcements on hundreds 
of established programs, both 
sustaining and commercial, on 
networks and local stations. 


Stanley Richardson Now 
Heads NBC’s London 








Stanley Richardson, formerly with 
the office of Censorship and liaison 





| ’ . 
between the Government and U. S. 
| shortwave 
given the management of NBC's 
| London office. Fred Bate is foreign 
| chief in New York now. 
| Richardson had also worked 


Ambassador Joseph  E. 


tary to 


| Davies. 


John Holbrook Works For 
Dehydrated Soup Firm 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 

John Holbrook, newscaster, is 
signed for the 1:45 to 2 p.m. news 
period, M-W-F over WGN. 

Wyler & Co., manufacturer of de- 
hydrated soups and bouillon cubes 
jis the sponsor; Goodkind, Joice & 
Morgan, the agency. 











LET IT NOT BE A SECRET 


be observed verbally while be- 
: 1 


In any way in juggling op- 


erations, or passing off Government orders as 


ith private parties. 


Americans hate censorship and so long as 
they are reminded frequently that it exists 


ubtedly see to it that it ends as 
It was partly popular re- 
lrastic and often brutal suppres- 


ast war that brought the bitter 


action against Woodrow Wilson. 


Citizens in general are probably indifferent 


nment takeover of shortwave. 


: 
general they do not know 


Be Eee 


it is happening and the issues are too involved 


haze of war 
understood. The logic 
ris probably beyond argument, 
ir clear statements of how it will 


under a 
readily 


be used calls for something more specific than 


officehold- typical wartin 
All lovers o 


when applied 


There are 
peevishness. 
especially is the actual « 
spongy words 
but that there 
all too eviden 
will see this y 
cerity (and it 


news, dire pre 


le ambiguity, 
f freedom agree that censorship 
beyond the actual needs of win- 


ning a war or continued after the moment of 
victory is something to bellow about in high 


Less clear to lovers of freedom 
i prospective significance of the 


Government takeover of shortwave (and no 


can hide that it is a takeover), 
are real and deep dangers seems 
t. No doubt the men in charge 
ery well and, granting their sin- 
must be granted) they will no 


doubt issue assurances not so much to the ra- 
dio industry as to the American public. These 
are times when the American public can use 
a few assurances. People are neck-high in bad 


dictions and glum outlook. 


Office Vice Fred Bate 


for 
the Associated Press and been secre- | 





| 





Signaturing of contracts for Gov. 
ernment takeover of all time on the 
nation’s shortwave outlets is expect. 
ed to take place in three weeks or 
less. Lawyers for the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs have been huddling on details 
of the pacts with licensees during 
the past three weeks. 

Time will be shared by the Office 
of War Information and the Inter- 
American Affairs agency, with the 
coin to pay for it coming out of both 
their budgets, but details of draw. 
ing the contracts are being left to 
the Rockefeller Committee. Having 
been set up and functioning for con. 
siderably longer than the OWI it is 
considered better able to handle 
such matters. 

Plan being worked out calls for 
the CIAA to control DX time from 
around 4 p.m. to midnight daily 
(best time for reaching Latin Amer- 
ican audiences) and the OWI to use 
the other 16 hours of the day. Gov- 
ernment agencies will leave actual 
operation of the facilities to the 
present licensees, who will also con- 
tinue to do quite a bit of their own 
programming. 

A number of the outlets will be 
linked together to carry the same 
programs on various wavelengths 
under the new setup, instead of each 
of eight sets of transmitters spray- 
ing at random. This will be one of 
the major advantages to the Govern- 
ment of acquiring the time. Another 
will be that the OWI and CIAA will 
no longer have to cajole stations into 
using copy they suggest and will 
have direct control over everything 
that goes out. 

Principal aim of the attorneys now 


broadcasters, has been is to work out in the contracts cOve 


ering NBC and CBS shortwave fa- 
cilities a formula that can be ape 
plied generally to the country’s 14 
transmitters, which are in the hands 
of eight owners 
Sherwood on ‘Truth’ 
Schenectady, Sept. 22. 

Robert E. Sherwood, head of the 
overseas branch of the Office of War 
Information, declared yesterday 
(Monday) that the United States has 
‘one form of strength that the enemy 
does not possess’ and that is the 
‘power of truth,’ which eventually 
will prove a most strategic weapon 
in the battle of shortwave propa; 
ganda. The occasion of the remark 
was the dedication of WGEO’s hike 
to 100,000 watts. 

The Axis, said, Sherwood, has 
‘been too successful in poisoning the 
airwaves of the world with their 
propaganda of deception, corruption 
and demoralization.’ The voice of 
the United Nations, he continued, 
has been sincere and honest, but it 
has been feeble as compared to the 
Germany, Japan, 
Italy and their satellites.’ Sherwood 
stated that he urged broadcasting 
the truth of Allied losses as well a | 
gains because, when the tide turns, 
the listeners in the countries conr 
quered by the Axis will believe and 
be encouraged. 


blatant voices of 





MUTUAL SHOWS 
REAPPEAR 
VIA BLUE 


Lynchburg, Sept. 22, 

Tri-Cities Network, 
WLVA in Lynchburg, WSLS, Roap- 
ake, and WBTM, Danville, is the 
latest package to be picked up by 
the Blue. Stations will continue 9p 
Mutual while handling Blue’s basie 
supplemental shows. 

First account using the stations 
will be Coca-Cola Spotlight Bands. 
Several others tentatively lined up, 
including Raymond Gram Swing, 
who was on Mutual in these parts 
before shifting to Blue. 


made up of 


Reggie Scheubel Joins 


Duane Jones Agency 
Reggie Scheubel last week joined 
the Duane Jones agency as head of 
the time buying department. 
She recently resigned from the 
Biow Co., after 11 years on the job. 














. 


4 


— 


7 == |] °F 


 G 


Wednesday, September 23, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 25 











All Up-to-Shooting Radio Stations 
Need a War Program’ Liaison 


+ 
vt 








Washington, Sept. 22. F ootnote 

Has your radio station a war pro- 
gram manager on its staff? 

W. B. Lewis, chief of the radio 
bureau of the Office of War In- 
formation, is asking each of the 
country’s stations to name one. OWI 
has found that a good percentage 
of its broadcast material and tran- 
scriptions is going astray and is not 
getting into the hands of the right 
people in the stations. 

To make its efforts more effective 
OWI would like each station to 
name a war program manager who 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 
William Paley, president of 
CBS, speaking from London 
Saturday night on the- roundup 
of world news, was cut off his 
own network by CBS-owned af- 
filiate WBBM. 
Paley’s speech overlapped the 
six o’clock mark and WBBM had 
a spot announcement to make. 











vw 


| 
would be the official station contact | 
with OWL. The name of the person 
chosen should be sent to the radio 


chief in Washington and thereafter 


all background material bulletins, | 
transcriptions and specific informa- 
programming and 


tion regarding 
policy, urgent campaigns and tele- 
grams relating to these will be ad- 
dressed to the war program man- 
ager for channeling within the sta- 
tion’s organization. 

Background material pamphlets 
will, of course, continue to be sent 
directly to writers who have asked 


Kansas City, Sept. 22. 

The Blue Network became the 
winner of the seventh annual radio 
award of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. The award, which this 
year was based on effective contri- 
bution to the war effort, was an- 
nounced at the Legion convention 








for them 
Monday (21). E. R. Boroff, v.p. in 
charge of the central division of the 
network, accepted the plaque. 


Among the Blue programs cited 

'in the award were ‘This Nation At 

(BS MONDAYS War, ‘Children in Was Time,’ 
‘Listen, America,’ ‘America’s Town 


Meeting of the Air,’ ‘Meet Your 
Navy,’ ‘Daughters of Uncle Sam,’ 
‘Service With a Smith,” ‘Wake Up, 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


America’ and ‘What Can I Do.’ 
First aircraft outfit to buy air time diesnnenbiiinia lacaaciieiicinaetih 
{4 Burbank’s Lockheed & Vega. ' 
uarter hour on CBS Monday nights JACK PEARL S$ SUPPORT 
beught with program format still ——— 


undetermined, To Include Hall, Reynolds, Merrill— 
It goes transcontinental with re- On 63 Mutual Stations 

peat for Coast. Lord & Thomas, Ueicenanctinsci 

agency on the account, hasn’t de- 

cided whether to originate the series | wijl share the vocal department on 

here or in New York, the Jack Pearl program which debuts 

Siren. on Mutual Wednesday, Oct. 14 for 
Cresta Blanca Wines (Schenley). 
Time will be 9:15 to 10 p.m. 


Albert Barker at Issue : , 
‘ ‘i Gould will direct the orchestra, Cliff 
In Transamerican Serial Hall will feed Pearl and Billy K. 


Wells will write the comic’s material. 
For Benton & Bowles _The hookup will comprise 63 sta- 

i tions, with the broadcast originating 
from the Mutual Playhouse in New 
York. Pearl in his routine will refer 
|to his origin as being Holland instead 
lof Bavaria because ‘that man moved 
me.’ 








Benton & Bowles agency is burn- 
ing at Transamerican over the 
writer setup on ‘Don Winslow of the 
Navy, which starts Oct. 5 as a live 
serial on the Blue network for Gen- 
eral Foods Since it started five 
years ago as a recorded show, ‘Wins- 
lov’ has been scripted by Albert 
Barker and after it was given a 26- | 
week trial run by B. & B. for the} | 
food account last season, it was | Office and 
bought again from Transamerican | ™@nase it 
on B. & B.’s tacit understanding that Kean was associate professor of 
Barker was to continue as author. | advertising and marketing at Boston 

Package price for this season was | University anc hoy bee! connected 
increased and B. & B. on learning | with the Goulston agency and the 
that Barker is not to write the pro- | Boston Post. 
gram this season, the ae eae 


‘Charles D. Kean Heads 
Weed’s New Hub Office 


Weed & Co. has 


Charle D. Kean vill 


opened a Bosten 


sought an explanation. ‘Transameri- 
‘Barke1 is not 


0/ 
can reports only ‘Bat | WHK Goes 1007, Mutual 
available.’ No other writer has been | ; 

perman assigned, pe ' 

Meanwhile, Barker, who was fre- | Clevel sept. 22 
fused a raise by Transamerican to With a 45-minute Mutual network 
co nue thoring the show, na how WHK WCLE will bec — 
resigned from the production firm full-time MBC afl te, sept 28 
and is now freelancing He has Att Baggiore, famed tenor, wil 
taken over scripting of ‘The Com- | highlight show from Cleveland with 
mandos’ for CBS and is continuing | comedians Joe Gentile, Ralph Binge 
various gratis writing assignments|and soprano Elvera Ruppel also 


supplying talents. 

Commented H. K. Carpente sta- 
tion general manager, on the change, 
‘putting it simply, we will now 
exercise a greater deal of control 
over our own programs than ever 
before.’ 


Post Flakes Sponsoring | a 


for the Government. In addition to 
‘Winslow,’ he wrote ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ and ‘Terry and the Pirates,’ 
as well as a General Motors re- 
corded show, all for Transamerican. 








Hal Burdick’s ‘Editor’ | ' ; 
Hal Burdick’s one-man show, Jack Benny s New Aide 
‘Night Editor’, has been bought by | Hollywood, Sept. 22 


Benton & Bowles for a weekly half- Sam Clark, Warners exploiteer, 
hour spread on the Coast, starting | goes with Jack Benny to handie pub- 
Oct. 5. for Foods (Post/lic relations and personal matters 
Bran Flakes) aside from business management. He 
Program consists of straight nar-| succeeds Harry Baldwin, who is in 


General 


ve written and read by Burdick | the service 
Wwithou dramatization, sound effects| Clark recently was rejected for 
x” music, | military service 


Morton | 
| 





UEST SERIALS WAR IDEA 


a 
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REVERE, MULLEN 
VOUGT VALUE 





War Information to Re- 
vise and Plan New ‘The-| 
matic Allocation’ Is Held 
in New York With 100 
Admen Present 





LAROCHE UNQUOTABLE) 


Presentation of a new ‘thematic’ 
allocation plan and two proposed 
serial ‘cavalcades’ were the two 
principal Office of War Information 
contributions to the meeting last 
Friday fternoon (18) with ad 
agency men and network executives 
at Radio City, N. Y. The gathering, 
first of a series to be held in New 
York, Chicago and Hollywood to 
ignite the OWI’s planned drive te 


‘sell’ the war to the country via | 
radio, drew an attendance of about | 


100. 

Announcement of the new ‘the- 
matic’ allocation plan, under which 
the OWI will suggest various war 
themes to be integrated into the 
scripts of network shows, all on a 
voluntary basis, drew little open 
comment from: those present. How- 
ever, the suggestion of special ‘guest’ 
serials on NBC and CBS evoked 
some controversy. 

Speakers for the OWI at the ses- 
sion included W. B. Lewis, head of 
domestic radio, and George Zachary, 
OWlI’s radio production chief. Ches- 
ter LaRoche made an ‘off-the-record’ 
talk supporting the role of com- 
mercial advertising in wartime, and 
Kay Kyser, prevented by plane 
schedule delays from appearing on 
time, was represented by an emo- 


| tionally-rousing recorded speech in 


Brad Reynolds and Joan Merrill] behalf of greater civilian participa- 


tion in the war. 


The controversy over the OWI’s 


serial plan broke out when Tom 
Revere, Bates agency radio head, and | 
Jack Mullen. of Benton & Bowles, | 
expressed the opinion that it is im- | 
practical. After considerable com- | 
ment from all sides, Revere finally 
suggested, as an alternative for the 
OWI plan, that the networks con- 
tribute the time for existing serials 
and let the agencies then include 
Gevernment messages in such shows 
That was immediately opposed by 


| the networks, OWI reps and other 


;of agency and 


peared to think there will be nu- 


Although the majority 
network men ap- 


agency men. 


+ 


merous difficulties in carrying out 
the OWI serial plan, they indicated 
willingness to try 

‘Guest Serials’ 

Under the OWI plan, various of 
the leading sponsored daytime 
serials would do a week each of 
broadcasts. Such 
shows would be outside the regular 


story line, but would have plot and 


9 
WEEKS 


extra 


situation using themes suggested by 
the Government They would be 
written by the regular scripte of 
the shov and produced by the ame 
agencies with the same personnel 
They would carry Government an- 


nouncements instead of commercial 
plug The networks have agreed to 
contribute the time and AFRA ha 
aved its regular wage require 

CBS ha et aside the 9:46-10 
segment across the board for the 
serial ‘cavalcade’ for a 13-week min- 
imum, while NBC has promised the 
10-10:15 am. period for at least 
eight weeks. Under the proposed 
setup, the Compton agency, for in- 
stance, might offer the Procter & 
Gamble serial, ‘Against the Storm,’ 
for one of the weeks. Using theme 
and material supplied by the OWI, 
co-authors Sandra and Gerda 
Michael would write a_ special 
week’s sequence. It would be aired 
in the 10-10:15 a.m. time on NBC 
and would carry plugs for the regu- 
lar ‘Storm’ broadcast on the same 
network later the same morning. 
Similarly, CBS serials would be 


|heard at 9:45-10 am. on that net- 
, work. 


It’s admitted that there are enor- 


- em > 


Pr | Wild Horse Stanley 
| First Meeting of Office of on 


Fuel Oil Copy Takes Precedence: 


Government Requests Running Heavy 





Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Stanley Hubbard, KSTP presi- 
dent and general manager, 
halted a runaway horse on a St. 
Paul street after hundreds of 
pedestrians and motorists had 
given it a clear path. 

Afterwards he explained to 
newspaper reporters that the 
boyhood he spent on a farm 
stood him in good stead in the 
emergency. 


MUST DECIDE 
BYCS FUTURE 











John Shepard, 3rd, head of the 
Yankee Network, has called a meet- 
ing of the Broadcasters Victory 
/Ceuncil, of which he is chairman, 
|'for tomorrow (Wednesday) in Chi- 
cago. The board of directors ofthe 
National Association of Broadcasters 
will meet in the same town during 
the following two days (Thursday 
and Friday). 

Shepard’s reason for arranging his 
gathering preliminary to the opening 
of the N.A.B. board session is to 

scout his council associates on the 
question of the N.A.B. taking over 
the financing of the BVC. When the 
BVC was created the industry as a 
whole assumed the operating costs 
of the council. The assessment form- 
ula was a sum equal to a station’s 
evening quarter-hour. The fund is 
| running out and it is now up to the 
council te determine a basis upon 
| which the N.A.B. would do the 
underwriting for the future, 





JOCKEY TO RESCUE 


Brooklyn Blood Bank Benefits From 
WHN Appeal 





for volunteer blood | 
woman's life—| 


An appeal 


donors to save a 


| broadcast by Dick Gilbert, WHN’s 


singing disc jockey, Friday (18) af- 
ternoon—sent more than 20 persons 
rushing to St. Peter's hospital, 
Brooklyn, while dozens more tele- 
phoned offers of aid. The emer- 
igency cali for rare Type-B blood 
came in during his daily 1-2:30 plat- 
ter program and interrupted momen- 
tarily an interview with maestro 
Dick Jurgens, currently at the 
Strand, N. Y¥ 

“Frankly, we were on a spot,” a 
hospital spokesman said later, “as 
we had used all of that type of 
blood in our blood bank. Thanks to 


an amazing and immediate response, | 
another life has been saved through | | 


the medium of broadcasting 





> ———— 


Washington, Sept. 22. 

Spot announcements on behalf of 
the fuel oil conservation program 
have been temporarily given prior- 
ity over the Treasury's spot time 
scripts pushing war bond sales. W. B. 
Lewis, chief of the radio bureau of 
the Office of War Information, has 
notified station managers that Secre- 
tary Morgenthau’s department has 
agreed to have radio stations substi- 
tute fuel oil announcements for the 
Treasury spot broadcasts during the 
period up to Oct. 7. Regular mater- 
ial from the Treasury will continue 
to go to the stations but this is to 
be used only as copy ideas and back- 
ground material for the 
Treasury programs. 

OWI’s radio chief admitted that 
the spot time asked for by the Gov- 
ernment for the United Nations, the 
Treasury and other official efforts 
‘make a pretty tight schedule’ but 
emphasized the seriousness of the 
fuel problem this winter. 

Importance of the fuel problem to 
the war effort and the health of the 
people has been underestimated, he 
said, and is so critical that the Gov- 
ernment needs the help of the radiq 
stations to tell the American people 
about the seriousness of the situation 
and what they can do about it. 


MEFF RUNYON 
MAY GO NAVY 


regular 





Mefford R. Runyon, CBS v.p. in 
charge of managed and operated 
stations, may join the Navy shortly 
with a rating of lieutenant-comman- 
der. He would make the fourth 
CBS v.p. to have left the company 
for Government service. The others 
are Harry C. Butcher, W. B. Lewis 
and Lawrence Lowman, 

Runyon has also specialized for 
Columbia in labor matters. 














Benton & Bowles Director 
Assignments Shuffled; 
Don Allen on ‘Winslow’ 





| Number of director assignments 
lat Benton & Bowles have been re- 
|shuffled. Don Allen, formerly script 
| editor, will be agency supervisor on 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy,’ starting 
Oct. 5, although a Transamerican 
istaff member will probably direct 
jthe serial, 

Don Cope is directing ‘When a 
|Girl Marries, ‘Mary Marlin’ and the 
‘Prudential Hour.’ Theodora Yates 
iis handling ‘Young Dr. Malone’ and 
t0y Bailey is doing ‘Portia Faces 


| Life.’ 

| ‘Lincoln Highway’ is tentatively 
islated to return to the air soon, but 
no director has been assigned to it. 


LaPALINA ACCOUNT TO 


-| SCHWIMMER & SCOTT 


complexities and difficulties, 

many of them not predictable in ad-| 
e, to be irmounted in car! pg 

out the plan and that confusion may 

re it amon listene! That may be 
particularly true in the case of cer 
ta local tati I 0 repeat broad- 
et Howe vel OW]! officia 
believe the difficulties may be solved 


various people involved per- 
in efforts to work them out. And 
they assert that even if the serial 
successful in only a 
degree it will accomplish 


idea proves 


minor 


something in getting vital messages! 


to masses of people. It was stressed 
by these OWI reps that the entire 
plan is voluntary, so anyone who 
doesn’t like it is not obligated to 
participate 

Idea is to put the plan into opera- 
tion within a few weeks. 





Akron, 0.—Mickey McClowry, for- 


merly of WHBC, Canton, O., is the 
newest addition to the WADC, 
Akron, announcing staff. He re- 


places Don Gottwald, who left the 
taff recently to enter Akron Uni- 


Sic 
versity 


Chica Sept. 22 

| Schwimmer & Scott agency has 
radio 
and newspaper advertising for the 
Congress Cigar Co., Inc., makers of 
La Palina cigars. 

| Agency takes over on Oct. 1, and 
is readying a comprehensive ether 
and publication campaign for their 
{new account. 


a cee 


B. r. Timothy Engaged 
For Free & Peters, Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 
B. P. Timothy joins the Chicago 
staff of Free & Peters, radio gtation 
reps. 
Timothy was formerly advertising 
and sales production mgr. of Griese- 
dieck Western Brewery Co. 


oY y Tal ¢ «1 
been appointed to handle al] 
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LEGISLATION CALLED ONLY WAY TO CURB 





PETRILLO; FLY, ELMER DAVIS AIR VIEWS 


Doubt Expressed That Department of Justice Action 


Will Get Anywhere—Tobey Takes Advantage of 
Hearings to Needle Chairman of FCC 








Washington, Sept. 22. 

Congress was virtually invited 
Friday (18) by FCC Chairman Fly | 
to enact legislation that would crack | 
Petrillo’s boycott policy while OWI 
Director Elmer Davis, 
that ‘information 
government’ are forbidden to advo- | 
cate legislation, implied he would 
like to see the legislators take quick 
action. Both officials were extreme- | 
ly dubious that the Justice Depart- | 
ment can solve the problem by in- 
voking the anti-trust laws, noting | 
the length of time that would be re- 
quired to get a final United States | 
Supreme Court opinion whether the | 
ban on platters interferes with inter- 
state commerce and violates the 
Sherman Act. 

In reply to a direct question from | 
Senator Clark about the FCC’s| 
power to intervene, Fly said, ‘I think 
we would have to exercise consid- 
erable ingenuity to get in here and 
alleviate the situation.’ Since li- 
censees are not at fault and the 
commish has authority over only 
persons to whom it issues permits, 
he explained, ‘I don’t see how we 
can deal with this very effectively.’ 
By making public statements and 
writing letters ‘we did our best’ to 
impress on the AFM that the com- | 
mish considered the recording ban | 
‘a very grave step.’ | 

Clark repeatedly indicated his de- | 
termination to frame legislation that | 
would prevent third parties from | 
interrupting radio operation. He | 
told Davis the Senate group would 
‘see what we can do’ and invited Fly | 
to suggest how the Communication | 
Act might be strengthened so the 
commish would have 
power to prevent shutdowns of sta- 
tions. 


Small Stations Exist Only 
Because of Recordings 


Threatened drying up of essential 
supply of program raw material is 
serious from the point of view of the 
war effort, both Fly and Davis as- 
serted, since so many 
economically dependent upon canned 
music. If they cannot get platters, | 
they cannot hold their audiences: in | 
turn, they will lose the appeal for 
advertisers; the nation will suffer 
because of a letdown in morale and | 





| 


shutting down of vital means of | 


public communication. 
The case against Petrillo was bul- 


warked with reams of statistics com- | 


piled by the FCC and which Fly} 


remarking |said emphasize the broadcasting in-|yied, There were 41,100 hours when 
officers of the | Gustry relies on waxed programs t0| the program was 100% musical. 


fill roughly two-fifths of its total | 
operating time. You can’t choke off) 
this essential ingredient of broadcast | 
schedules and keep the industry go- | 
ing, he opined. And the chief suf- 


\ferers will be the little fellows who! reveal 
are skating on thin ice—financially— | operating time was devoted to re- 
but are the sole means of reaching | corded music and 55.9% of the music 


numerous people by radio. 
36 Cases of Amateurs 
Being Banned by A.F.M. 


The current club-waving by the} 
A.F.M. is nothing new, Fly reminded | 
the Senate probers. Long before the 
Interlochen incident last July and 
the shutdown on recordings two 
months ago, the tooters have ‘intimi- 
dated’ broadcasters, record-makers, 
and other music-users. The FCC 
discovered 31 instances where ama- | 
teur musicians have been kept off| 
stations by union pressure and 36) 
instances where broadcasters hired | 
unnecessary ‘stand-bys’ in response | 
to A.F.M. ultimatums. Fly recalled | 
the New Year’s Eve strike of the} 
Chicago Federation in 1931 when 
Petrillo was the local president, and | 
pointed to the series of suits, dating | 
back to 1936, by which the A.F.M. | 
has tried to establish it can prevent | 
‘unauthorized’ use of recordings. He | 
also mentioned 1937 when _ the 
A.F.M., then under the presidency of 
Joseph N. Weber, forced .the net- 
works to up their outlay for talent by 


| aired 


ing companies who were ‘licensed’ to 


cut discs if they employ union} 
tooters, 
Demonstrating that at least 167 


|small U. S. stations are liable to be | 
|forced out of business if the supply | and after he pays his expenses he 
| of canned music is shut off, the FCC | has either lost money or has a net | 
stations are | Chairman reported that 46 of these|income for the year of less than| 

|cover areas which have no other | $5,000 and he still has to pay his| 


primary nighttime radio service and 
closing of 35 others would leave 


° . | 
|parts of their service areas without|from somewhat the 
He eommehted ‘many | 


any reception. 
people in this country face the very 

















WSAI'S SALES AIDS 


1. Street car and 
bus cards 

. Neon Signs 

. Display Cards 

. Newspaper Ads 

. Taxicab Covers 

Downtown Win- 

dow Displays 

. House-organ 


| . "Meet the Spon- 
sor’’ Broadcast 

—S 

~ 


“IT’S MORE THAN 























FRIENDSHIP,” smiles 8uzy our Steno. 


*‘The same sound reason has 





— 


“When a 
prominent store recently renewed their daily quarter-hour 
program for the 9th consecutive time, they did so because 
WSAI produces. 


caused an optical company, a 


dry cleaning firm, a large bakery, a coal dealer, a furniture 


house, a large drug chain to sponsor programs on WSAI 


continuously for four years o 


r more! In buying Cincinnati, 


profit from the experience of these and many other WSAI 
advertisers who know that WSAI gets more results!” 


- 


IT SELLS FASTER IF IT’S 





CINCINNATI’S 


ISA pors ere) 


OWN STATION 


NBC & BLUE NETWORKS @ $,000 Watts Doy and Night ® Represented by Spot Sales, Inc 


| survey 


|musie during 68,296 of 89,404 hours 


| analyzed the figures to show the im- 








real prospect of losing the only satis- 
factory nighttime service which they 
now have and being altogether de- 
prived of daytime service.’ 
The Commission's comprehensive | 
(details in separate story) | 
disclosed that 796 U. S. transmitters | 
during a sample week broadcast | 





they were on the air and used re- 
cordings and transcriptions for 52,498 
of the hours when music was Car- 


Emphasizing that ‘76% of the total 
broadcast time of the average station 
is devoted to musical programs,’ Fly | 


Studies 
426% of the total 


portance of canned tunes. 
that 


time was filled with waxed 
In addition, the reporting 
32,470 transcribed spot an-| 
nouncements — which _ represented | 
$209,514 in revenue, an average of 
$263 per station per week. 

‘The figures which I have given 
you clearly show that if the ban on 
recordings continues it will not be 
long before the radio broadcast in-| 
dustry is very seriously affected. 
You can’t shut off the program 
source of over 40% of all radio time 
without striking at the heart of 
broadcasting,’ Fly interpreted. 

‘True, the stations have a supply of | 
records on hand, and they also have 
available to them the services of 
transcription — libraries. But this 
doesn’t solve the situation. Record- 
ings wear out. And of immediate 
importance, stations will lose their 
audiences if they can’t get eal 
tunes.’ 


Little Fellow Without | 


| 


Network Suffers Most | 


music, 
stations 








The injury to small stations will be 


necessary | $2,013,000 annually, nearly 60%, and | most severe, Fly declared. Breaking 

“ |hire 1,000 more union card-holders. | 
In 1938, he added, a similar ‘agree- | he concluded that the chief victim of 
ment’ was reached with the record- | Petrillo’s 


down the figures in numerous ways, 


boycott will be ‘the fel- 
low who isn’t on a national network: 
his power is 500 watts or less; he is 
located in a city which has a popula- 
tion of less than 50,000: his total an- 
nual time sales are less than $75,000: 


taxes,’ 
While 


approaching the problem | 


same. angle, 
| Davis also stressed the importance 
of platters to the armed forces. 


Morale gf the men in camp will be 
vastly lowered and war workers also 
will feel the effect if Petrillo is per- 
mitted to shut off the flow of plat- 
ters. He told the solons ‘what is 
needed is a free flow of freshly re- | 
corded music made available through | 
normal and customary channels’ to 
provide relaxation for both men in| 
uniform and civilians in overalls. 


War Department Has Not 
Heard From Petrillo 


Despite Petrillo’s specific promise 
that union musicians will continue 
making discs for armed forces, War 
Department ‘has thus far failed to 
receive from Mr. Petrillo any gatis- 
factory assurances of the continu- 
ance of these vital services,’ Davis 
told the solons. Military comman- 








ders are writing headquarters about 
| the urgency of getting discs, espe- 
; cially for men far from home, and 
| one commanding general has wailed 
that stoppage of platters ‘will jeop- 
ardize the complete morale and 
propaganda broadcast structure’ in 
war zones. 

Revocation of agreement to permit 
unionites to make recordings for 
re-broadcast—if they are destroyed 
after one subsequent airing—irked 
Davis. The O.W.I. chief remarked 
that Petrillo’s admission such plat- 
ters ‘are not detrimental’ to Federa- 
tion interests was a ‘not unimpor- 
tant’ point. Discs of this kind are 
essential in relaying popular net- 
work shows to small, rural com- 
munities, and Hawaiian, Puerto Ri- 
can, and Alaskan outposts, while 
many of them carry patriotic mes- 
sages which increases their impor- 
tance. 

‘There are more than 150 com- 
munities in this country which are 
not within the jurisdiction of any 
local union of the American Fed- 
| eration of Musicians but which are 
served by as many or more radio 
stations,’ Davis noted. ‘Many of the 
| Stations are in small communities 





Fly’s Guard Down 





Washington, Sept. 22. 

When FCC airman James 

. Fly confessed to the Senate 
De aes last week the 
regulators don’t believe they 
have legal authority to Over- 
ride the American Federation of 
Musicians’ ban against record- 
ings, the chief industry critic 
left himself cpen for a jibe. It 
wasn’t long in coming. 

Senator Wallace White of 
Maine, the ‘father of the orig- 
inal radio law,’ quietly observed 
‘This is the first time I’ve heard 
there was any want of ‘ingen- 
uity’ felt by the Commission.’ 

Industry listeners and_ the 
press table crew chortled, re- 
calling last year’s row about 
whether the FCC ever received 
authority from Congress. to 
specify what can be included in 
network affiliation contracts. 








in which there are few if any un- 
employed union musicians. 

‘These stations are in fact depen- 
dent upon recorded music to hold 
their audiences, without which they 
would be unable to keep going. 

‘This Office has a direct and vital 
concern with the maintenance of the 
radio coverage in this country. It 
is one of the most important media 
for the conveyance of war informa- 
tion in general to the people, and 
may become of still greater impor- 
tance when there is occasion for an 
emergency message from the na- 
tional leadership. A policy which 
threatens the continued existence of 
many of those stations is injurious 
to the national system of communi- 
cation, and may seriously hamper 
the work, for which this Office was 
established, of informing the people 
about the status and progress of the 
war effort, and the war policies, ac- 
tivities and aims of this government,’ 

Davis declined to discuss the ques- 
tion of technological unemployment 
and made-work raised by Petrillo’s 
replies to his letter requesting re- 
scinding of the ban and also eme 


| bodied in the A. F. M. head’s defi 


to the FCC. He said his outfit will 
not step into any legitimate worker- 


| employer row but the present situa- 
| tion, as far as he can see, does not 
| result 


from any tiff Over wages or 
working conditions. (Fly likewise 
avoided the issue of whether re- 
cordings are used in place of live 
talent, while going on record in 
favor of adequate compensation for 
the unionites.) 
Tobey in Sharp Probe 
Of Fly’s Past Conduct 
Veiled charge the FCC is partly 
to blame for the Musicians’ peeves 
was hurled by Senator Charles Tobey 
of New Hampshire, a persistent Fly- 
Snatching the ball from 
Chairman Clark as he did ]ast year 
during hearings on the resolution 
ns 


baiter. 


to investigate ‘war-mongering’ ac- 
tivities of films and radio, Tobey 
quizzed the Commish head sharply 
about enforcement of the rule re- 
quiring special announcements when- 
ever discs are used and about the 
networks’ outlay for talent. The 
Granite State Republican also made 
some oblique references to the net- 
work-reform rules, FCC ‘dictator- 
ship,’ efforts to see that stations live 
up to promises to put on live-talent 
programs, and related cuestions, 


The rule about identifying plat- 
ters was designed to encourage 


greater use of live talent, Fly said, 
but occasional infractions are not 
sufficiently serious to warrant re- 
vocation of an offender's license. 
The chairman suggested Congress 
might provide some ‘lesser form of 
penalty,’ muttering the regulators 
are put ‘in a difficult spot’ when the 
only way they can penalize an op- 
erator for misconduct is to take 
away his livelihood. Tobey shot 
back that violations ‘require some- 
thing more than a‘slap on the wrist.’ 

The New Englander, referring to 
figures that Fly suggested are in- 
complete, commented  caustically 
about ‘the policy of the networks 
to spend but a small part of their 
unusual profits’ for musical talent. 
He also got Fly to admit the reason 
affiliates do not hire more musicians 
is the availability of web programs, 

Anticipating a favorable report on 
his resolution this week and appar- 
ently remembering last year’s furore 
about iegality of the prolonged ‘pre- 
liminary’ probe in connection with 
the war-mongering resolution, Clark 
said at the outset he did not plan 
to call any A. F. M., recording com- 
pany, or broadcasting industry peo- 
ple to testify concerning the need 
for a more comprehensive inquiry to 
decide whether legislation is desir- 
able to end the boycott and prevent 
recurrence of such situations. Con- 
sideration of the resolution is slated 
sometime after passage of the tax 
bill, which reaches ‘the Senate for 
debate next week and probably will 
be under discussion for most of 
October. 


Pick ‘Bachelor’s Children’ 
As Best U.S. Radio Serial 


For Airing to So. America 





Chicago, Sept. 22. 

‘Bachelor’s Children, WBBM-CBS 
radio serial, has been selected by 
| the Planning Board of the Office of 
| the Coordinator of Inter-American 
| Affairs for regular broadcast in 
Spanish over the major group of 
South American stations. 
| Program was chosen as the ‘best 
| example of representative Ameri- 
|can radio in the serial form.’ 





Rochester.— Roger Swift is in from 
Syracuse University radio workshop 
as new WSAY announcer. 








5 one —_— 





Another WHN advertiser reports... 


(Fourth in a series of comments from 
letters written by leading ad-men.) 
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*“Any WHN Sales representative will ‘“‘un- 
censor” this letter from his portfolio of 
advertiser-success stories. He will show 


WHN-planned pro- 


gram will do an “overwhelmingly surpris- 
ing” sales job for you. Call us in today. 


America's most powerful independent station 
50,000 Watts - 1050 Clear Channel 


NEW YORK 


Chicago Office: 360 North Michigan 
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MUSIC DOMINATES RADIO. 





Petrillo Gathers Data From Locals 
To Prove Vast Gift of A.M. Talent 





Washington, Sept. 22 


One of James C, Petrillo’s strong | 


arguments against any restrictive | 


legislation for his Musicians Union | this 


will be that no profession or group | 
has done more for soldiers 
sailors than his melody aha 
all of it for free. 

‘Musie for Victory’ 
the union which met in ee last 
instructed to ha all 
locals prepare a list of a aiiiadan 
provided for camps, all civic and 
patriotic groups, and have it ready 
at the earliest opportunity. Also 
ordered was a compilation showing 
what this music would have/cost had 
it been paid for at contractural rates. 
Petrillo expects to show that the 
organized musicians have given tal- 
ent which would have cost in the |} 
millions. 

Any clamp down on the Musicians 


committee of | 


week was 


now being compromised by the pro- | 
fessional labor baiters in Congress. 
There is no doubt that members 


were impressed by the testimony cf | 


Elmer Davis of OWI and Chairman 
Lawrence Fly of FCC, but if the red 
faced labor foes try to carry the ball 
the chances are that they 
tripped in the Senate. 
Democratic majority on Capitol 
Hil. feels that labor holds the bal- 
ance of power in many Congressional 
districts. However, there is a tre- 
mendous newspaper strength back of 
the movement to strip the Petrillo 
union of its broad powers, and mem- 
bers are conscious of this opposition. 
Members of the Senate committee 
have expre :ed themselves as con- 


vinced that the Department of Jus- | 


tice’s legal action against Petrillo’s 
International will not get far. In 
| fact they expect the union to win 
action. In this case the neces- 


| sity for legislation is deemed impera- 


| 


; war 


and | tive, but how mild or strong it will 


be is the problem. 


SECOND FRISCO 
UNION SPONSOR 


San Francisco, Sept. 22. 
KYA launched its second commer- 
cial labor program devoted to the 
effort last night (21), giving 








station only two such ether fillers 
Union and their transcription ban, is | 


| 
| 


| 


will “e} 
| tells 


in these parts. Newcomer, sponsored 
by A.F.L. Drydock Marine Waysmen 
and Shipfitters’ and Helpers’ unions, 
will be on air five nights a week for 


fifteen minutes nightly, stretched 


| over six-month period. 


Titled ‘Jobs for Victory,’ 
how 
and is 
policy 
spiels. 


program 
to get jobs in shipyards 
committed to thumbs down 
regarding union propaganda 


Other commercial labor program, 


‘Road to Victory,’ brings labor and 
capital together at a luncheon for 
confab on war problems, with labor, 
in form of A.F.L. Building Service 
Employees’ union, footing broadcast 
bill. 


| 
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Canned Music and Live To- 
gether Form Staple Mer-, 


chandise of Broadcasting 


Industry, According to 


FCC’s Newest Data 


SUSTAINING ROLE 


Washington, Sept. 22. 

Radio’s appetite for music has de- 
veloped to the point where tunes in 
one form or another are the staple 
item on the average broadcasters’ 
diet more than three-quarters of the 
time. 

Overwhelming importance to the 
industry of waxed or live talent mu- 
sic was demonstrated Friday (18), 
when detailed Federal Communica- 
tions Commission statistics on the 
program makeup of 796 American 
transmitters were laid before the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee in connection with prelimi- 
nary consideration of the proposal 
of Senator D. Worth Clark, of Idaho, 
to conduct a sweeping probe of the 
effect of the American Federation of 
Music’s boycott on canned music. 

The highlights of the most com- 


prehensive survey ever undertaken 
by any Government or trade body 
are: 


1. The average station operated 
112 hours during the, sample week 
(April 5-11) and carried musical 
programs a total of 86 hours. 

2. Of the total time on the air, 


(Continued on page 28) 











Radio Stations Average 2.72 Musicians; 


463 Employ No AFM. Members 





Significant 





99 


Chattanooga, Sept. 22. 
Bill Stamper, 19 - year - old 
schoolboy, has been added to 
WDOD announcing staff. 


BROOKS HEADS 
NBC SPECIALS 








William Brooks, executive editor 
of Forbes magazine, will join NBC 
Oct. 5 as director of news and spe- 
cial events. He takes over the post 
left vacant recently when A. A, 


Schechter resigned to go with the 
Office of War Information. 

Before taking the Forbes post last 
year Brooks was for 14 years with 
the Associated Press, filling exec- 
utive assignments 
and abroad. 





Wilbur Eickelberg Into 


Marines as Captain 
Hollywood, Sept. 22 

Wilbur Eickelberg, for past three 

years general sales manager of Don 

Lee Broadcasting system, 


in this country | 


reports | 


Washington, Sept. 22 

Average full-time musical staff of 
| American broadcasting stations is 
|orly 2.72 persons weekly. 
| ‘ 

Partial support for the protests of 
} the American Federation of Musi- 
cians about the small amount of 


; work provided by radio was supplied 
bay the industry itself in replies to 
| FCC questionnaire about sources of 
| program n.aterial, Figures were re- 

vealed Friday (18) when James L, 

Fly testified ‘ efore the Senate Inter- 
Commerce subcommittee pon- 
dering whether to recommend a full- 
fledged probe of the A.F.M. ban on 
recordings. 

Altogether 2,171 regular musicians 
| are employed by 796 broadcasters 
| who answered the FCC quiz sheet. 
| But deducting the stations (463) who 
have no full-time tune-maker on the 


State 


payroll, the average is 6.5 per sta- 
tion. The total does not include 
;}nume bands hired by sponsors or 


|} avencies. 

The Commish found out that 124 
pl.nts employ only one staff musi- 
cian, 38 have from two to three, 38 
from four to five, 33 from six to 
seven, 42 from eight to 10, 29 from 
11 to 15, 12 from 16 to 20, nine from 
21 to 30, four from 31 to 50 and only 
four more than 50. No station has 
as many cs 100 tooters, fiddlers, or 
key-pounders on its force. 

In addition, there are 1,171 part- 
time musicians and 685 hillbillies 
| henging around the nation’s studios, 











Oct. 1 as captain in Marines for ac- | 


tive duty. 


He was lieutenant in Marines dur- | 


ing last with two years in 


France. 


war, 


Dr. LQ. switched the originating 
point via NBC to the Hippodrome 
theatre, Baltimore, Sept. 21, after a 


| stay at Fox’s Wisconsin, Milwaukee, 
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They fll 


manv-thousand men and women who work 


Ks 


Sissities the 4,486 workers in the Washington, 


D.C. office of the U.S. C 


or Jons 





ivil Service Commission. 


They form the country’s largest personnel department 


—checking the job examinations and applications of the 


for U 


ncle Sam. 


Each month the staff, alone, of this biggest personnel department gets a $683,000 


pay-chec k. These dollars are as characteristic of 


welders or drill-pressmen. 


ton’s smoke-stack-less 


Thus the Civil Service Commission is another 


“factories. 


wartime industry as are those paid to 


of Washing- 


The Commission’s “industrial” workers—together with the 270,000 other men and 


woinen now on the Capital’s Federal payroll—are the backbone of this nation’s wealth- 


iest per-capita income market... 


where radio station W JSV is the local and national spot 


business leader. Use 50,000 watt WJSV to reach the ever-rising purchasing power of 


the Washington market-place. 


WASHINGTON’S 50,000 WATT STATION 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented nationally 


WIOY 


by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, San Francisco, Charlotte 
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Newspaper Calls Fly Testimony Hooey 


Says ‘Over There’ Made 
Calls FCC Derelict on 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 22. 

Hooey and more hooey was the 
derisive editorial comment of the 
Springfield (Mass.) Daily News Sat- 
urday (19) on the testimony of 
James L. Fly, chairman of the FCC, 
before a Senate committee on the 
question of the recording ban. Titled 
Fly in the Music Ointment the paper 
turned its editorial thumbs down 
especially hard on Fly’s contention 
that radio stations and juke boxes 
were needed to plug another ‘Over 
There’ if one is written. Overlap- 
ping radio coverage was also hit. 

‘Undistinguished twaddle’ was the 
summation of Fly’s testimony which 
the News offered its readers, point- 
ing out that the FCC had not ob- 
served jts own regulations and that 
for that reason, ‘the unionized musi- 
cian cannot be blamed if he decides 
not to play at his own funeral.’ 

Said the editorial in part: 

‘‘Over There’ was written for 
the last war when we didn't 
have radio stations and juke- 
boxes to play it over and over. 
George M. Cohan imparted some 
of his own magic to a sparkling 
spine-tingling, easy-to-remem- 
ber tune and we had a song that 
is still better than anything 
turned out for this war. 

‘*Yankee Doodle’ ‘John 
Brown's’ Body,’ ‘Dixie’ and 
countless other favorites all 
made the grade without the 
benefit of radio, jukebox or Fly. 
We've won every war up to now 
without the aid of the mechani- 
cal contrivances that Mr. Fly 
feels are so vital. His logic 
leaves us quite unimpressed 

‘Perhaps he is on the defen- 
sive because he knows that the 
FCC has not enforced its own 
regulations that specify how 
much ‘live’ talent must be used 
in proportion to recorded or 
transcribed talent. If the FCC 
will not use its own rules the 
unionized musician cannot be 
blamed if he decides not to play 
at his own funeral.’ 





Writer Gets Sponsor 


Mentholatum,’=~which _ recently 
switched to the J. Walter Thompson 
agency, will use William Winter, 


news commentator, for its Coast and 
mountain states coverage. Winter 
originates from San Francisco. 

It will be the Sunday, 5:30-5:45 
p.m. segment and the hookup will 
consist of 17 CBS affiliates. 


Grade Without Radio— 


Live Talent Percentages 
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Music and Radio | 
Continued from page 27 _| 
42.6% of the hours were filled with 


canned music and only 33.7% were 
made up of the product of live tal- 
ent. 

3. Considering the 86 hours of mu- 
sical programs carried weekly, re- 
cordings and transcriptions were the 
raw material 55.9% of the time. 

4. In the final analysis, over 40% 


tunes. 

5. Chief reliance is placed on re- 
cordings and transcriptions by non- 
network plants in communities un- 
der 50,000 population, with 500 watts 
or less power, having time sales un- 
der $75,000 annually, and showing a 
| yearly profit of Jess than $5,000. 

The outstanding significance of the 
lmass of data collected by the FCC 
'yvia a questionnaire to all American 
stations is the proof that the whole 
industry's economy is built around 
music. As Chairman Fly com- 
mented in reviewing the analyses, 
without music the nation probably 
would have only a handful of broad- 
cast stations. 

Reports to the Commish were 
broken down in a wide variety of 
ways to show who will suffer the 
most if the James C. Petrillo ban is 
not broken by the courts or Con- 
gress. The studies are the most in- 
formative diagnosis of the program 
structure of the thearetically typi- 
cal U. S. station. 

48.2% of Time 100% Musical 

The FCC statisticians discovered 
that 48.2% of the average station’s 
| time on the air was devoted to pro- 
| grams which were entirely musical. 
|Of the other half of the operating 
| period, music was an ‘irtegral’ part 
| of the program material for 13.8% 
|of the hours and merely ‘incidental’ 
| (theme songs, ete.) for 14.3%. 

The studies confirmed the general- 
ly-appreciated fact that music is 
more essential for sustaining pro- 
grams than for providing sponsored 
entertainment. Yet the Commish 
found that for more than a quarter 
|of the time given to commercial 
broadcasting music is used to vary- 
|ing degrees. For the industry-as’a 
whole, 14% of the commercial pro- 
grams involved canned music and 
12.7% tunes supplied by live talent. 
Proportions were about the same 
regarding sustaining programs on 
|which 28.6°% of the music 
; canned and 21.0% was live. 
' Considering the 86 hours 











in the 


of all radio time is devoted to waxed 
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| the figures are sorted on 





average week devoted to musical 
programs, the FCC analysts found 
that 55.9% of the time is filled with 
canned tunes. Live talent supplies 
the raw material for only 44.1% of 
the hours when music is aired. 
Thus, records and transcriptions are 
of primary concern to Federal au- 


thorities worried about keeping th> | 


nation’s radio industry going. 
Transcriptions are far more im- 

portant than phonograph records, 

from two points of view. Of the 


total programs depending on canned 


| music, the special high-fidelity discs 


was | 


fill 62.4% of the time and are the 
entire program 40.1% of the time. 
Records are the sole source of music 
for 30.3% of the hours devoted to 
canned tunes, are used as 
part of the programs 5.4% of the 
time and merely ‘incidental’ 1.9% 
of the time. 


In addition to the transcriptions 


used on entertainment programs of | 


varying lengths, the FCC 
that 32,407 transcribed spot an- 
nouncements were aired during the 
sample week. This figures 
40.8 station-break platters weekly for 
each station. 

Discs Vital to Small Stations 

The importance of waxed program 
material to the smaller stations was 
demonstrated impressicely. Compara- | 
tive figures were presented concern- 
ing the use made of recordings and 
transcriptions by operators with net- 
work affiliations and those having no 
chain ties, by stations in different- 
sized communities and various states, 
according to the volume of business 
and net earnings, 

Reports from 298 non-web plants 
show that records and transcriptions 
fill more than half the time of 280 
stations and are used for at least 
80% of the operating hours by 230) 
of these. The chain affiliates na- 
turally have much less need for 
dises, with only 130 of 498 reporting 
that 50% or more of their hours 
are devoted to canned tunes. 

The figures emphasize, Fly told the | 
Senate probers, that ‘the great bulk | 
of the non-network stations face the | 





drying up of the sources of most of| 
their program material.’ 

Similar conditions are found when 
the basis 
of power, size of the town where the 
station is situated, and the financia) 
factors. 
than half the musical programs aired 
by 259 plants in communities under 
the 50,000-mark or by 288 stations 
with aggregate time sales of $75,000 
or less or by 225 transmitters which 


| lost money or_had net income under | 


$5,000. 

Proof of the FCC’s contention that 
the Petrillo ban hits the little fel- 
low hardest was contained in a com- 


posite map-table dealing with 252 
operators who use canned music 
|more than 80% of the time they 


| 1941). 


| 
| 


j 


|mont the 





carry musical programs. Out of this 
group, 167 had net income under 
$5,000 (80 of the 167, including 13 
non-commercial plants lost money in 
There was one or more ot 
these stations in 42 of the 48 states. 


with Delaware, Idaho, Maryland, New | 
Rhode Island and Ver-| 


Hampshire, 
only states without 
resentation. Texas had the 
number, 15, but New York had 13, 
and 13 states had 5 or more in this 
category. 

On the basis of actual hours, rather 
than percentages, the importance of 
music was more strikingly shown in 
several respects. Especially when it 
is realized the 796 reporting stations 
operated 89,404 hours—an average of 
112.2 each—during the sample week, 


rep- 


| carrying 31,808 hours of commercial 
| programs 
| tainings. 


and 57,596 hours of sus- 
There were 68,296 hours 
of music of all kinds. 

The different forms of music ranked 
in importance quantitatively for the 
whole crowd of stations as follows: 


| transcriptions, talent, and phonograph | 


records. Amateur 
4.126 hours as compared with a figure 
of 26,024 for the pros, 

Break-downs were: 


E.T.’s—total of 38,119 hours, or an | Fe 


average of 47.8 per station. 
tirely for 38,119 hours, 
3,804 commercial and 
taining. 

Talent—total of 26,024 hours, or an 
average of 32.7. Used entirely for 
14,261 hours, 
commercials 
tainings. 

Records—total of 14,380 hours, or 
an average of 18.0. Used entirely for 
11,574 hours,. comprising 3,703 for 
commercials and 7,871 for sustainings. 


Used en- 
comprising 
11,461  sus- 


and 11,205 for sus- 





Des Moines. —. Jeanne Wayne 
Sprague, with the promotion depart- 
ment of KSO-KRNT for the past 
year, left to become sales promotion 
manager of WCHS, Charleston, 
W. Va. 


‘itegral’ | 


learned | 


out to} 


Recordings make up more| 


largest | 


musicians, in-| 
cluding hilly-billies were used only 


comprising 3,056 for| 


: Inside Stuff—Radio 


Alice Hughes, women’s news commentator for WINS on a daily 11 am. 
program, has developed a fast news trick in broadcasting. Three times in 
the past month she has scooped the dailies, and has had them reprinting 
lnews stories after she had broken them on the air. 
| One was a telephone chat she had with Louise Macy, the morning of her 
marriage to Harry Hopkins. The second was an interview with Vivian 
Kellems, cable grip manufacturer running for Congress against Clare Luce 
in Connecticut. On the Hughes broadcast, la Kellems spilled some sizzling 
hate stuff for Clare Luce, F. D. Roosevelt and others. 

And last week all the New York dailies picked up Alice Hughes’ ex- 
clusive interview with the Soviet girl sniper who downed 309 Nazis. 
The sniper, Lieut. Ludmilla Pavlichenko, was supposed to appear in per- 
son on Miss Hughes’ broadcast. But a dentist yanked out a front gold 
tooth to replace it with a white one, causing the sniper to whistle when 
she talked. So Miss Hughes put the interview on the air just the same, 
telling what the sniper had told her. 





Mutual in a memorandum to its affiliated stations last week disclosed 
that Gillette Razor had made a bid of $55,000 for the exclusive broadcast 
‘rights of the Joe Louis-Billy Conn fight in New York Oct. 12. The award 
i went to NBC for $71,200, with Old Gold as the sponsor. The Blue Net- 
work bid $25.000 in behalf of Adam Hat. 

In its letter to the group of N. Y. sports editors supervising the event 
for Army Emergency Relief, Gillette pointed out that it was by contract 
|entitled to the broadcast rights. Gillette holds, the letter declared, a con- 
'tract for the exclusive broadcasting right to all the fights promoted by 
|Mike Jacobs and the 20th Century Sporting Club, while Louis and Conn 
are uhder contract to Jacobs for the return match. However, the letter 
continued, Gillette was so heartily in accord with the AER’s objective 
that it was prepared to pay $55,000 for the rights, but without waiving any 
of its rights under the Jacobs contract. 


Last week ‘Variety’ carried a story which proffered the theoretical ques- 
tion, ‘If you had to give up either one for the duration, which would you 
keep—tobacco or radio? There was nothing official about it. It was 
merely a question which had popped up during a discussion and seemed 
to spotlight the important place radio has taken in the daily life of this 
country. 

The answer to that question—tobacco or radio—(strictly on an informal 
basis and via simple word-of-mouth questioning) is that two-thirds of 
those asked would give up smoking for their radio, 


Just about an all-time low are some of the spot announcements the 
Ben Tucker Fur emporium has been slipping onto WLIB, the new 
Brooklyn outlet. One of them has a voice talking to ‘Mr. Agony’: ‘It's 
this way, Mr. Agony, I'm married, see? And last week my wife throws 
a vase at me and breaks it on my head....I don’t think nothing of that 
and last night...she throws me oft the window....She wants a new 
fur coat and I can’t afford one. What I want to know, Mr. Agony, is 
does she really love me? Announcer: Of course she loves you, and you 


can afford a new fur coat for her at Ben Tucker's.’ 


The Saturday Evening Post has shelved the idea of going on the air 


| with a network show this fall, it was declared at the B.B.D. & O. agency 


| Monday (21). An approach had been made to Orson Welles, but the mag 
|later decided that it would confine its advertising to spot announcements 
{and newspapers, which combination have proved quite satisfactory. 

It was reported from Hollywood that the same agency had also con- 
|sidered recommending Welles to DuPont for a series within the frame of 
i‘Cavaleade of America.’ 

James MacPherson, who is acting manager of KOA, Denver, while Lloyd 
| Yoder is a lieutenant commander in the Navy (recruiting), has stretched 





| an original year and a half assignment in Denver into eight years. Mac- 

Pherson was with A. E. Nelson at the old WIBO, Chicago, and followed 

|Nelson to KOA. Nelson, after way-stops in Pittsburgh, New York and 

| Frisco for NBC, is now operating his own advertising agency on Coast. 

| Carl J. Friedrich of Harvard has a piece in the fall issue of ‘Common 

|Ground’ on ‘Foreign Language Radio and the War.’ It quotes various 

news reports and editorials on the subject that appeared in ‘Variety’ in 

(recent months, 

| ee 
Sergt. James Hurlburt, who has been furnishing U. $. newspapers with 

colorful eopy on the Marine Corps invasion of the Solomon Islands, is 

| (Continued on page 55) 
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BIRTH CONTROL’S AIR PLEA 


SUE WORRIES 
LOGAL oTATION 


Catholic Church Bitterly Op- 
poses Massachusetts Pro- 
posal to Allow Doctors to 
Give Advice Legally — 
Highly Controversial Mat- 
ter Prompts WSPR Letter 
to FCC 





ASKS INTERPRETATION | f 





Springfield, Mass., Sept. 22. 

The ._i birth - control referendum 
which Massachusetts voters will be 
asked to ballot on in November has 
radio stations in this commonwealth 
a bit worried. Quincy A. Brackett, 
president of WSPR, revealed this 
week that he had written to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
asking the FCC policy on referen- 
dum questions. He said that he as- 
sumed that it would be the same as 
that governing candidates, but that 
he wanted to make certain because 
the issue was such a ticklish one, 
upon which the Catholic clergy was 
lined up solidly in opposition. 

Brackett said that the Mothers 
Health Committee, which is back- 
ing the referendum to permit reg- 
istered phyhicians to prov con- 


ide 





traceptive care to married persons, 


had approached his station, but he is | 


awaiting FCC 

The committee this week sent out 
mail appeals asking for 10c dona- 
tions from all interested in helping 
pass the referendum. Tentative 
plans call for newspaper advertising 
to cost $1,244 in 21 papers, with four 
inserts in each. 

Small Budget 

Radio coverage calls for one-min- 
ute radio announcements or tran- 
scribed messages over 10 important 
radio stations, According to the 
form letter, one message over the 10 
stations will cost $112.50. 

The use of the dramatized, tran- 
scribed radio programs, called ‘They 
Fight for Life,’ by 12 stations will 
cost $262.65 for a one-time shot. The 
letters appeal for gifts from $3 to 
$262.65. Direct-mail publicity point- 
ed out that Massachusetts is the only 
state left in the Union to forbid the 
impat ‘ting of birth-control infe 
tion, Connecticut out! 
medical cnaweiaatint in 1940. 

Two years ago, the stations 


rma- 


awed 


were 


belabored for selling time to racing | 
successful op- | 


interests, though the 
position later bought time to answer 
arguments for legalizing the 
Which was also a referendum ques- 
lion. 


sport, 


RADIO DIRECTORS GUILD 
SETS ‘EYES-EARS’ LINEUP 


directors for 
Air Force,’ 


corps show 


Schedule of guest 
‘Eyes Ears of the 
Civilian ground observer 
on WMCA, New York, 
Nov. 10. Assignments are made by 
the Radio Directors Guild. 
Wilton Baillie has written 
three scripts. 

Last night’s (Tuesday) program 
was directed by Phil Cohan. 
Tuesday nights’ (29) will be handled 
by Jack Johnstone and subsequent 

Ssignments are Ira Ashley, Oct, 6; 
William Robson, Oct. 18; Tom Riley, 
Oct. 20; Robert Louis Shayon, Oct. 
27; Fred Bethel, Nov. 3, and Herb 
Sanford, Nov. 10. Earle McGill di- 
rected the first broadcast and John 
Macdonell handled last week’s (15). 


and 


is set through 


the first 





Sigmund Spaeth Show 


For Columbia Records 


Sigmund Spaeth auditioned a ~.ow 
ast week for Columbia Records, 
through Benton & Bowles agency. 
It calls for him to be commentato: 
™m.¢. On a platter series, using Colum- 

bia releases, 

Show is tentatively 


slated 
XR, New York. 


for 


policy. | 


Betty ' 


Next | 





Oe 








AL KAYE TO DIRECT 


FANNIE BRICE PROGRA 


Al Kaye has been aaah by Ben- | 


ton & Bowles to direct the Maxwell 
House show, with Fannie Brice and 
Frank Morgan, on NBC for General | 
Foods. He succeeds Mann Holiner, 
who took a commission in the Army. 
Jack Hardle, B. & B. staff director, 
has been handling the program since 
Holiner’s departure, but he comes 
east to the home office after tomor- 
row night’s (Thursday) broadcast, 
Kaye taking over thereafter. 

Kaye was production assistant to 
Louis K. Sidney when the latter first 
produced the forerunner of the same 





| JOSEPH JULIAN BACK 


| Couvtenia U. S. and Britain Lag in 
Radio Propaganda 

_——— - --— 

Joseph Julian, radio actor, re- 
| turned last week on a Pan-American 
| Airways Clipper from England, 
where he narrated a series of CBS 
| programs written by Norman Corwin 
| under title, ‘An American in Eng- 
land.’ 

From his experiences on this series 
Julian said he had come to the con- 
clusion that the British and Ameri- 
cans had failed to use the radio as 
| effectively as the Germans had as a 
| propaganda medium for speeding up 
| the war effort. 
| He was one of 18 passengers to 


WBEN, Buffalo, Wrote Red Meat 


Drama Based on Russian Official Data 





Buffalo, Sept. 22. 


For perhaps the first time in 
America, material based on Soviet 
Russia documents revealing acts of 
violence perpetrated by Germans in 
Russian territory, has been drama- 
tized. Charles Harrell, WBEN pub- 
lic service director and drama head, 
adapted the half-hour script, ‘Note,’ 
from a document sent by Soviet 
Foreign Commissar V. M. Molotov to 








ments, wrote the Soviet Embassy for 
copies and fashioned a red meat 
script dealing with wanton bayonet- 
ings and burnings by Nazis. 

Used no accents but fine timing 
and cadence simulated Russian and 
German. Station received more 
phone calls immediately after 
drama’s end than after any play in 
years. 





program several seasons ago for] arrive on the Clipper, whose passen-| envoys of countries with which the Robert Pait, WHN, New York 
M-G-M. He has recently been a pro- | ger list included Al Jolson and his/|U. S. S. R. has diplomatic relations. | promotionist, reports Oct. 5 to train 
duction aide with Samuel Goldwyn. | piano player, Martin Fried. | Harrell heard about the docu-/! for Navy at Notre Dame. 

—— _- =z 
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A whistle shrills! It’s the kick-off! A football in America soars through 
the” air 44 million yards around “the world as tens of millions of fans 


pack NBC’s network stadium! 


On Saturday, September 26th, when NBC’s 
broadcast at the Notre Dame-Wiscoysin game, his vivid, on- -the- “spot, 
play- by-play descriptions will carry the ball to more NBC rooters than 
ever—to those millions here in America who are staying home to con- 
serve gasoline and rubber—to our boys in the fighting forces all over the 
world—a sure bet that NBC’s ‘‘old-grad’} football fans (and the millions 


the clock”? for_Victory. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


AMERICA SERVICE 


A RADIO 


CORPORATION OF 


Bill Stern starts his first 





NBC'S BILL STERN. The most pop- 
wular sports announcer on any net- 
‘work. He won every major popu- 
larity poll for a sports announcer 
held this year—World-Telegram 

oie Daily Poll—Movie 
more this year) will find the relaxation they need when not “punching aily Poll—Movie-Radio Guide 


Poll (with more votes than all other 
sports announcers combined ). Bill's 
versatility is still further revealed 
by his outstanding performances 


on the Army Hour, an NBC Sun-* 
day afternoon feature.. 
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Y&R Cancels ‘Aldrich’ Contracts With 


55 Stations Due to AFM’s Disc Ban 


Young & Rubicam agency has 
g 


can- 
, see 


celled contracts with stations for 
corded versions of ‘The Aldrich 
Family’ (General Foods) pending 
tl end of the recording ban 


posed by the American Federation 
of Musicians. The cancellations be- 
come effective with the Oct. 3 broad- 
east. and involve 55 stations. These 
discs are aired Saturday mornings. 


The AFM shutdown also poses a 
problem for Y&R with regard to 


tne Moylan Sisters’ transcriptions. 
This series is carried on 17 midwest 
stetions in behalf of Igleheart Flour 
The recordings at hand are just 
erough to take the campaign through 
October. 


BOB HOPE MAKES IT 


Looked As If Alaska Trip Might Mar 
New Season’s Start 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Bob Hope will do his first Pepso- 
dent broadcast of new season tonight 
(Tuesday) from Seattle, but for time 
it looked as though he would be fog- 
bound in Alaska, where he had been 
entertaining soldiery. 


had Edgar Bergen standing by in 


Hollywood in event Hope couldn’t | 
get back to mainland in time. Bergen | 


was to turn coin, said to be $5,000, 
over to soldier fund in Alaska. 


Norman Mor- | 
rell, producer for Lord & Thomas, | 


Local War Shows 


Local stations in the U. S 
broadeast more than 600 regu- 
larly scheduled Army camp 
programs a week, according to 
the War Department A mini- 





HULBERT TAFT QUITS 
WKRC FOR AIR CORPS. 
ment | 


mum of 250 stations are used 
for which not 
include single-shot broadcasts, 
special event s or local stanzé 
using camp or Arn 


ion O} 


these shows, do 


Ss 
informae- 


The break- 


personalities 


down of the type of programs 
Cincinnati, Sept. 22. | included in the War Department 
Managerial reins of WKRC will | total follows 

be taken over by Ken Church on | Vo a) rr 172 
Oct. 1 when Hulbert Taft, Jr., whom Variety ...ccccsssccoees 151 
he sueceeds, joins the Army Arr | BINS. cetesnsdreseres 149 
Corps training school in Miami, as a | Interviews iieeeees Fe 
first lieutenant. Chapel (religious) .... 2% 
Taft is married and the father of Drama . wteee ae 
three children. He is president of Quiz soos «=D 


the Olio Association of Broadcasters 


Inc., 
Inc. 


Louis and has been 
national sales and promo- 
a Mutual affili- 
Times-Star. 


rector of 


tion for the station 
: 


ate owned by the 


Cleveland, Sept. 22. 


Hulbert Taft has appointed John 


Patt, general manager of WGAR, 


Cleveland to succeed him as presi- 
dent of the Ohio 
Broadcasters. 
Laben T. Smith 
tary-treasurer. 


continues secre- 





New Haven.—Vincent Palmeri, 
continuity editor, left WELI after 
four years to become a theatre man- 
ager. Bud Finch replaces. 














Radio's Greatest All-Star Cast 


Substituted for 


FULTON LEWIS, Jr. 


during his vacation—Aug. 17 thru Sept. 4 


Thanks to— 


PAUL ¥. McNUTT 
CLAUDE WICKARD 
ANTHONY DIMOND 
REP. SOL BLOOM 
ADM. EMORY LAND 
SEN. ROBERT TAFT 
MISS HELEN HAYES 


DONALD NELSON 

JOHN STEELMAN 

SEN. ALBEN BARKLEY 
THURMOND ARNOLD 

CAPT. LELAND S. LOVETT 
LEON HENDERSON 

SEN. CHAN GURNEY 

SEN. A. B. CHANDLER 


These topnotch men and women who make the news—gave the news 


for Fulton Lewis, Jr. With such ‘ 


‘pinch hitters” to help him out you 


can readily see why his exclusive scoops and authentic newsbeats are 


due to knowing the right people! 


“A MAN IS KNOWN BY THE COMPANY HE KEEPS” 


Now on 180 Mutual Stations! 
AVAILABLE FOR LOCAL SPONSORSHIP 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., is the “hottest” 
the air today—currently sponsored on 69 
Sell him on your station at your 
own one time quarter hour rate per week. 
Get busy—wire, phone or write, WM. B. 
DOLPH, WOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


stations. 












name on 


ORIGINATING FROM WO) WasHiNGTon, p. ¢. 


Affiliated with the MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





and vice-president of Network DRIES 54 cangeeeeus sane 
| Affiliates, 

Church came here a year ago from | 
| KMOX, St 


Association of 


Negro (exclusively) ... 8 
. ‘ 


626 





di- | ———— = 





ETHEL MERMAN GUESTS 


} 
Ethe!] Merman will make h 


professional appearance 


» ret 
Ci iirse 


since be- 
;}coming a mother when she guests} 


Oct. 3 on the opening program 
the new Treasury Department series 
on Mutual. Others on the 
stanza will 
Pearl and Cliff Hall, and Alfred E. 
Smith. Series will air 10:15-10:45 
Saturday nights. 


Guild will direct the programs, with 


Radio Writers Guild. Initial script 
will be by Erik Barnouw, Bob Hawk 
and Hal Block. Robert Louis Shayon 
will direct and Roger Bower will be 
Mutual production man. Directors 
for the ensuing three broadcasts will 
| be John Loveton, Jack Johnstone and 
Ira Ashley. 


respondent.,of the ‘Philadelphia In- 
quirer, is covering the domestic 
scene on some NBC news roundups. 
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Colorado’s and Wyoming’s u 
Radio Council, has just issued i 
the scope and variety of 
through the Council. 


regional 


KMYR. 


Director Robert 


radio news editors 


Hudson of the 
tors who meet every 
Statistical breakdown of Council 
organization in 1941-42 follows: 
ORGANIZATION 


Colorado 
Divi 


Stat tn1] 
HLale Coiiege of 








ion 


92 
|Colorado State College of Education J 7 . . sai . —. 
Colorado Tuberculosi Association ‘ india init aia 18 
Colorado White House Conference on Children in a Democrac 2 
Denver and Colorado Councils of Women’s Organizations on Interna- 
Rn Sn ee aie 18 
TO a RE BS eh re ed 32 
Denver Public School oh a od Sarde we eh eae eee ew eae wd 5 
De dll og AT © 5 nr er 6 
Farmers Educational and Cooperative Union of America, Colorado 
| Division ..... ea ca a bis Shee baiuiacs Pubes hia tadaeckin 
MOTEL TISIGNtS College. .euicsiicsbsccsceccs SIE ENP: 
National Edifation Association....... Lagendeense reer Teer on 


Office of War Information | 
Colorado Council of Defense {°*'** 


United States Navy ‘V’ Program 
University of Colorado 
| University of Denver 

College of Arts and Sciences 


School of Librarianship 


Social Science Foundation 








| OCT. 3 ON TREASURY 


scripts supplied by members of the | 


initial | 
include Bob Hawk, Jack | 


| 





eee 


€ 
) 


activities 


Council is 
VA na 


Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, Extension 


State of Colorado (Governor's Office) .. 
Special Programs for KFXJ and KWYO 


CCRC HCHOH HHS OHEHE SOO HOH EE EEE EEOS 


School of Commerce (Department of Government Management). 


| 
| of each. 
i 


> organization, 








‘DORIS DOWD SET T0 
~ WRITE FOR KATE SMITH 


| Doris Dowd, 
been signed as continuity writer for 
Kate Smith Friday 


actress, has 


radio 


| the program 


lnights on CBS for General Foods. | 


‘In addition, she'll work with Sam 
Schiff, of the Ted Collins office, on 
production of the show. She'll prob- 


ably do only occasional acting, at 
/least for the present. 

Miss Dowd was signed to do the 
icontinuity for the entire show after 
writing the musical introductions for 
last week’s opening broadcast of the 


season. In addition to her acting, 


she formerly did freelance continuity 


writing. 
The dramatic spot on the Smith 
show will continue to be free-lanced, 


DICK POWELL’S SHOW 


54 NBC Stations for Chicago 
Account and Agency 


of | 


On 


Chicago, Sept. 22. | 

‘Campana Serenade’ starring Dick 
Powell, begins on Saturday evening, 
Oct. 10 at 7 to 7:15, EWT over 54) 


Members of the Radio Directors | egast-to-coast NBC stations, under | 


sponsorship of Campana Balm. 
Program was placed by Aubrey, 
Moore & Wallace, Inc., of Chicago. 











Hinds Buying 


Hinds Honey and Almond Cream | 
is placing orders for its six-week | 
fall campaign, which wil! consist of | 


| daytime minute announcements and | 
Richard, Harkness, Washington cor- | 


chainbreak announce- | 
There will be five a week 


night - time 
ments. 


Esty is the agency. 


— 
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Rocky Mountain Radio Council | 
Helped Frame 1,762 Broadcasts | 


ee eee 


Denver, Sept. 22. 
the Rocky Mountain 
nual report which is remarkable for 


that focus in and channel! 


An additional sidelight since Pearl Harbor is the 
close association maintained between the Council, as a non-profit, neutral 
‘outsider,’ and the five Denver stations, KOA, KLZ, KFEL, KVOD and 
It was largely through the Council that various wartime so 
of caution and government request were implemented. 
| is now making Japanese language discs for Uncle Sam’s uses 


policies 
Also the Council 
chairman of local Denve1 
er £ a £ 
iaay tor conrerence 
broadcasts educational 


produced for 


NUMBER OF 
BROADCASTS 


Adult Education Council of Denver...........cccceeceee ; ) 
Association for Education by Radio............cccceecece. 2 
Citizens’ Army Day Committee. See eee pa rdimane 4 . a 
Citizens’ Committee for the Celebration of Navy Day.... nea l 
SUEONS TOF Victory Committee. icc ccc. csi cccedccecvssccevecceciasdeies 6 
College and University Engineering Schools....................cceece 75 


College Presidents (Eleven Universities and Colleges in Region).... 65 


Serrano Mar AepOCimtion.... osc ck.o.v ack cvccvck wican is wae Raa aac ia 
Colorado College nite eas Shinar eee ad te i a ni ae DCS eae «Ce 
Colorado Congress of Parents and Teachers.......... ; ioe a 
Coiorado School of Mines......... Se ee a eee § et aneeiee aeaee 14 
Colorado State Board for Vocational Education...... 48 


ee ee ee 


PUEDE. GO CINE. 5b dk brs Ciuc din We Gwisvecddeone¥ecnecdrecs 

| Suntemneitenen 
ge BS a eee ee ee ee oe ee 1,76 
EROS? Wr PAE SINE oars ov nrn 4 sh oo 6a WR RG wh hb cee 00 bees 419 





Program Undertakes to Guard Folks 
Against ‘Fraudulent’ Produce 


+ 





{ Chicago, Sept. 22 
| ‘Housewives Protective Leagne’ 
| will air its first commercials Sept. 
Beatrice Creamery of Chi- 
‘cago. Seal on product, Meadow- 
gold Butter, was affixed after com- 
pletion of ‘test’ by 100 Windy City 
housewives, who approved staple 
Program is designed to protect 
consumers against fraudulent claims 
of manufacturers and advertisers 
Like program is_ broadcast 
KNX, Los Angeles and KQW, San 


Francisco. 


Arthur Godfrey New 
Texaco Announcer 


On Fred Allen Show 


Arthur Godfrey, 5 
record jockey on WABC, New York, 
ane WJSV, Washington, will be com- 


21 for 


over 





| mercial announcer this season on the 
|Fred Allen program, which returns 


Oct. 4 to its Sunday night spot on 


| CBS 


Gulf is the sponsor and Buchanan 
the agency. 














Bill Baldwin of KSO inter- 
views James Lewis, Des Moines 
grocer, on the Crescent Guest- 
of-Honor broadcast. 











“We want our broadcasting 
to help our dealers build busi- 
many items besides 


ess on 


Y 
A 


our own.” 


With that objective, the Cres- 
cent Macaroni & Cracker Com- 
pany started a 13-week test 


program in March, 1941. 


The result? Eighty weeks later, 
Crescent Guest-of-Honor 
casts are still running on KSO, 
three times every week. 


broad- 


Over and over again, KSO and 
KRNT have proved they 
“carry the ball” for advertisers 
using radio adequately. KSO and 
KRNT are near-twins, Both have 
5,000 watts, full time—basic net- 
work affiliation—strong _ trade- 
recognition—fine records of sales 
accomplishment, 


can 





With 


Towa farm-income at a 
new high... with war production 
millions to Des Moines 
payrolls ... it’s well for you to 
have KSO and/or KRNT on the 
job, increasing your sales. to 
lowa’s No. 1 market—Des Moines 


adding 


and its extensive trading area. 


BASIC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


KSO 
ARN 


The. Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATT 


Affiliated with the 
Des Moines Register & Tribune 


Represented by The Katz Agency) 
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Buffalo. — Car] Coleman, church 


organist and for 12 years a fixture 
WGR-WKBW, switched to WBEN 
staff this week (14), and was im- 
mediately assigned an across-the- 
poard morning spot. 

Dan Brittain, for six years trum- 
peter in WBEN staff orchestra, was 
named director Friday (11) to suc- 
ceed Bob Armstrong, who enlisted 
in Army Signal Corps last month. 


or 





Boston. — Edward L, Philbrick, 
WEEI studio engineer, has been 
made a warrant officer in the Navy. 

George W. Slade, former news- 
paperman, has been upped at WBZ 
from the news desk to publicity 
head, succeeding Eugene Stafford, 
who entered the Army. 

Jay Wesley, coordinator of war 
broadcasts and_ veteran _ special 
events announcer at WEEI, joimed 
the Office of War Information in N. 
Y., and has been assigned to make | 
transcriptions. 





San Francisco — Anne Director 
moved into sales promotion manager 
job at KQW, succeeding C. W. Reed, 
who joined Batten, Barton, Durstine 
& Osborn. 

Robert Fasson, former. British 
newsman, becomes a KPO commen- 
tator Saturday (19). 

Frank R. McDonnell, from CBS 
in N. Y., got job as director of na- 
tional sales at KSFO. 





San Francisco.—Chief Announcer 
Clarence Leisure of KYA, and Dean 
Stuart, formerly of KYA, are newest 
additions to KQW announcing staff. 

Madeline Attabit resigned as as- 
sistant traffic chief, KPO-NBC, and 
Vera Lash, traffic staff member, 
stepped into job. 

Blanche Ames 
woman named to 
relations staff. 


becomes second 
KPO-NBC guest 


Kansas City.—Bill Shipley is new- 
est addition to WDAF announcing 
staff. 

Martha Alice Horner 
continuity staff at KCKN. 


added tv 


Milwaukee.—Cliff Roberts, an- 
nouncer and dramatic actor former- 
ly at WHA and WIBA, Madison, 
Wis., has joined the WTMJ-W55M 
announcing staff here. 

Wendell Palmer, WTMJ continu- 
ity writer, inducted into the Army 
and replaced by Robert Carman, of 
Milwaukee Journal trade relations 
department. 


Hartford.——-WDRC employees are 
allergic to service, eight joining up 


in past several weeks. Most recent 
tu go into uniform are chief an- 
nouncer Ray Barrett and announcer 


Bob Provan, both entering as volun- 
teer officer candidates in the Army; 


and announcer Edwin G. O’Connor, 
to Coast Guard. Replacements in- 
Clude Bob Avery, ex-WTHT, and | 


James H. Garrett, ex-WLOK, Lima, 
Ohio. 


Tom Carr and Ed Begley off 
WNBC announcing staff, former 
transferring to WTIC and latter go- 
ing to work as an actor in N. Y. 


Paul White, ex-WHDH, Boston, and 
Bob Mooney from Granville, N. Y., 
joined WNBC spielers. 





New London, Conn.—Bill Keniski, 
ot WNLC technical staff, to Army, 
and Francis Stevens, ex-WMFF, 
Plattsburg, N. Y., succeeds. Other 
acaitions to WNLC engineering de- 
partment are Morrie Koffer, ex- 
WNYC Sa 

SY © Yep sam 


7 
and 


Ullidalil, 


- Henry id 
appointed 


Philadelphia. 
dock, recently 
ant publicity director of 
has been upped to director 
, office, replacing Kenneth 
Stowman, who has been named gen- 
eral manager of the Pennsylvania 
Network, an organization of 19 
Pennsy outlets, of which WCAU is 
Parent station. 


Mur- 
assist- 


WCAU, 


of that 





Philadelphia — WCAU announced 
the following changes: Hugh Wal- 
ton, staff spieler, has been upped to 
supervisor of announcers, Charles 
deKlyn takes over as head of the 
transcription department. Carl 
Owen has been named morning 
Supervisor of the station. 

Gil Babbitt, a member of the 
Philly Inquirer staff and onetime 
radio and newspaper columnist, re- 
turns to the radio field this week. 
He will take the post of publicity 
and promotion boss of WPEN and 
Wil also handle special production. 





Pittsburgh.—Peg Conlin, formerly 
Of the W CAE sales department, has 


Payroll Traffic 





444444444 


been promoted to chief of the sta- 
tion’s promotion department. 

Ernest Neff, WJAS newscaster- 
announcer, left that station after 
seven years. He’s being replaced by 
Tommy Rodgers, who moves over 
from WJAS’ sister station, KQV. 
Rosey Rowswell’s commercial, 
‘Rosey Bits,’ shifts from 
WDKA Monday (28). 
Homer H. Martz, assistant farm 
agent of Erie County, Pa., has been 
appointed Farm Director of West- 
inghouse station KDKA. He suc- 
ceeds Don Lerch, who resigned a 
month ago to accept a post with the 
Department of Agriculture in Wash- 
ington, 





Greenville, S. C.—Hubert Brown 
resigned as WFBC chief audio en- 


gineer after seven years to join 
WKRC_ (Cincinnati) engineering 
staff. 





Philadelphia.—Ray Harriman, for- 
merly with Baltimore stations, now 
a member of WIP engineering staff. 
Lee Vines, WIP staff announcer, 
joins the CBS chain in New York 
next week. 

Mort Lawrence, longtime pilot of 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Ed Cashman in New York | 


Hollywood, Sept. 22 
Ed Cashman has wound up duties 
here as producer of Kay Kyser pro- 





'gram and hauled east to take over 


new duties as radio head in New 
York for Lord & Thomas. Norman 
Morrell continues to head L&T 
dio department here and Arnold 
Maguire directs Kyser show. 

Radio gang tossed going away 
party for Cashman at Knickerbocker 
hotel. 


ra- 





Molly Picon Returning 
To WHN, New York City, 


For Maxwell House Java 





‘Molly Picon’s Parade,’ variety 
half-hour starring the Yiddish musi- | 
cal comedy actress, will be spon- 
sored by General Foods for Maxwell 
House coffee and Diamond Crystal 
salt, starting Oct. 6 on WHN, New 
York. Same account bankrolled the 
show last season. 

It will originate 8-8:30 Tuesday 
nights from the Chamber Music in | 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., with a studio 
audience. Benton & Bowles is the | 
agency. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Salt Lake City.—Following loss of | 
Ted Kimball, KSL Farm Director, | 
station . appoints staff announcer | 
Mark Austad to that position. 


Federal Judge Enjoms P. K. Ewing 
From Wage-Hour Law Disregard 





|; with 


KNX Loses Pair 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Two KNX-packeged shows, ‘I Was 
There’ and ‘Hollywood Showcase,’ 
are playing out their string after 
year and a half on the Coast CBS 
network, 

Latter expires under Hudnut spon- 
sorship, a victim of priorities, and 
‘I Was There’ bows to Coast spread 
of Raymond Gram Swing for So- 
cony-Vacuum. 








VICK’S SAN ANTONIOS 


Alternating Janice Jarrett, WOAIT 
and Doug Romine, KTSA 








San Antonio, Sept. 22. 


Janice Jarrett and the WOAI 
‘Women’s Page of the Air.’ 

On Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day newscasts will be aired over 
KTSA by Doug Romine. 

Each newscast will be a quarter 
hour in length and all were placed 
through Morse International. 


+ 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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New Orleans, Sept. 22. 
Judge Wayne G. Borah 
Friday (18) signed a permanent in- 


Federal 


junction restraining P. K. Ewing, Sr., 


commercial manager of WDSU, and 
who does business as WGRM in Mise 
Sissippi, from violating the provi- 


the Standards 


Fair 
Act of 1938, commonly known as the 


sions of Labor 


wage-hour law. Specifically, he is 
restrained from paying any of his 
than 


rates of compensation established by 


less the minimum 


the act, and from failing to pay his 
employees the proper overtime com- 
pensation. Ewing is also ordered to 
maintain adequete records as re- 


quired by regulations of the wage- 
hour administrator. 


Vick’s will be well represented | y 
‘locally this season. On Monday, The suit was filed by Abe Kup- 
Wednesday and Friday, newscasts ; perman, Louisiana attorney for the 
will be aired over station WOAI | wage-heur drwvision after an inves- 


tigation of the firm’s business by the 
Mississippi state office of the divi- 
sion. 

Ewing offered no defense or Ob- 
jection to the injunction, and the de- 
cree was issued upon motion for the 
attorney of the administrator, plain- 
tiff in the suit. 
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OUR HISTORY! 


RADIO STATION | | 





bute that ought to be shouted from the housetops. 


WFEBR appointed John Blair on March Ist, 1942. 


BB osu 





WS tS WH O hohe... 


FOR JOHN BLAIR AND HIS MEN 


We’re making this posy public... because we think it’s the kind of tri- 


And as our books close for July 1942, on national spot announcements, 


OUR NEW REPRESENTATIVES PRESENTED US WITH THE BIGGEST 
MONTH IN 


For July 1942, WFBR is 64% ahead of July 1941 and 63% ahead of July 1940! 
And we said JULY! One of the poorest radio selling months knowa. 


So to you and your associates, John Blair... WFBR expresses its appre- 
ciation for your enthusiasm, hard work and intelligent presentation of the 
WFBR sales facts, 
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ATE SMITH 
‘ith Ted Collins, 
Ray Milland, Ted Straeter, 
Miller orgh, choras 
65 Mins. 
GENERAL FOODS 
Friday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, 


Olyn Landick, 
Jack 


New York 


| DOROTHY THOMPSON 

| News Comment 

15 Mins 

| CLIPPER CRAFT CLOTHES 
Sunday, 9:45 p.m. 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 

(Emil Mogul) 


| 

(Young & Rubicam) | There’s no telling apparently, how 

Kate Smith began her 12th season] the news of the day will react ot 
last Friday night (18) on CBS. The} Dorothy Thompson's emotional side 
format and cast of the show is the | Last March when she opens d he 
same. but she has now switched! series for Clipper Craft the Un ted 
brands from General Foods’ Grape | Nations were getting quite a push 
Nuts and Grape Nuts flakes to Jello; around in the Pacific but Mi 
and Jello puddings. The star was in Thompson took tt ec broadca t ox ca 
great voice tor the seasonal opene! ion tor going all out with wonigr 
and she once more demonstrated her | and ross ate conte mplation of ow 
unerring talent for putting over a Situation. Back for he) second ' 
song. Ted Collins remained smooth | son last Sunday (20) Mis Thom on 
mc. Olvn Landick resumed his | teed off on a mood that was far to 
the other segment of the are rhe 


laughzgathering back-fence spiel as 


Battle of Stalingrad, obviously, had 


+ a aate ‘ » ’ anlk 
the Hackensack Gossip and on the columnist down. Also the failure 
Miller again batoned the orchestra. | ‘?* ‘ Salted inten and tritain © 
It was big-time and lush in the tra-| Of the United States and oritain ™ 
: jac !open a second front by land Invasion 
dition of _the oe —e As Miss Thompson saw it. the fall 

Mis Smith's songs, always the lof Stalingrad would raise the ques- 
backbone of the snow, included 4"! tion of whether Russia has lost its 
arousingly presented ‘I've Got Rhy- | hips ah eee Py a 

: ‘ . offensive power for all time 

thm.” a medley of ‘By the Light of | Last March Miss Thompson con- 
the Silvery Moon, Let Me Call You i gratulated the American people on 
Sweetheart’ and ‘Kalamazoo with the speed with which they had con- 
Ted Straeter’s remarkably helpful} opted their economy from one of 
piano accompaniment, ‘I Wonder | peace to that of war. This time she 
When My Baby's Comin’ Home* and | wacn't so optimistic. The home front, 
the Marine Corps hymn. In addi-| che said was not vet fully adapted 
tion. the singer narrated an excerpt to war We were still fighting with 
from Paramount’s current film hit.| one hand tied behind us. The time 
‘Wake Island.’ Although the piece | had come, she added, for us to choose 
itself was stirring enough it seemed between discomfort and defeat. 
ill iited to a femme performer.| In her opening remarks Miss 
Consisting entirely of the monolog | Thompson again explained that this 


narration and battle sound effects, 
it was essentially a man’s story and 
would have been more effective if 
read by a man, preferably one with 
the knowledge and skill of expres- | 
sive under-playing. 

Ray Milland was the guest for the | 
usual dramatic sketch, this time ‘The 
Man Who Played Death,’ by Milton 
Geiger (his name was pronounced 
‘Gigger’ on the air). It was a ma-|} 
cabre sort of a piece with a sur-| 
prise finish and depending on a re- | 
sourceful and varied performance by 
the lead. Milland was only partially 
successful in the assignment, giving 
a curiously flat effect and not lifting 





to a climax 

As in other seasons, Miss Smith | 
and Collins read the commercials in | 
a light comedy crossfire. There 


were three major plugs, all written 


a little too ponderously coy. As a| 
matter of fact, the continuity for | 
much of program was over-written. | 
Jack Miller’s music was acceptably | 
arranged, but the roughness of the | 
playing sounded as if the draft | 


board had been at work on the or- 
chestra Harry Ackerman’s direc- 
tion blended the various elements 
{into a smoothly paced performance, 
Hobe. 


‘GANG BUSTERS’ 


30 Mins. 
SLOAN’S LINIMENT 
Friday, 9 p.m. 


W1JZ-Blue, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 

Following much the same pattern 
employed last season, ‘Gang Busters’ 
opened its new series with a blood- 
ier-than-usual criminal opus, ‘Killer 
from the Badlands.’ Expertly framed, 
well cast and directed—but bloody— 
Virgil Harris, the bank bandit-killer, 
ultimately got his just deserts, prov- 
ing, as announced, ‘that he wound 
up where all criminals end, on a 
Slab in the morgue.’ 

Consic¢ 


derahle time wrac mnloved 
CPADIC wuime Was mp.ioyea 


to trade bad guy’s ingenious method 
of getting out of prison farm. He 





kills everybody in his path to gain 
freedom. Wear. 


weekly chore would be to survey the 
news of war from all the fronts and 
analyze the significance or implica- 
tions of the various events Her 
Sunday evening entry gives the Blue 
three commentators, though not all 
dealing with news, within the space 
of an hour. There’s Walter Win- 
chell at 9-9:15, Jimmy Fidler at 9:45- 
10, and Miss Thompson immediately 
thereafter. Odec. 


‘EYES AND EAtS OF THE AIR. 


FORCE’ 
With Helen Hayes, 


ton, Kay Renwide, Susan Goulding, 


Stuart Buchanan, Donald Bryan | 
Orch 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 


Tuesday, 9:45 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

To explain the work of the civilian 
ground observation corps and get 
recruits for the organization, the 
Arm Aijr Force is presenting this 
weekly 15-minute series on WMCA, 
New York. As heard Tuesday night 
(15) ‘Eyes and Ears of the Air Force’ 
meet both its major requirements— 
it’s entertaining and informative. 

With Westbrook Van Vorhees, the 
‘March of Time’ voice, narrating, the 
show opened with the statement of 
the importance of the civilian ground 
obscrvation corps to the Army Air 
Force, then faded in and out of a 
couple of illustrative dramatizations. 
Finally, Helen Hayes, a volunteer 
ground observer at her Nyack 
(N. Y.) home, gave a straight ex- 
planatory spiel and plea for recruits. 
Her reading was notably rough, so 
presumably her script was illegibly 
tvped or sloppily edited. 

‘Eyes and Ears of the Air Force’ is 
di-ected by members of the Radio 
Directors Guild. First three broad- 
casts were respectively directed by 
Earle McGill, John Macdonell and 
Phil Cohan. Script for the show 
caught was by Betty Wilton Baillie. 
Orchestra was conducted by Donald 
Bryan, WMCA musical director. 

Hobe. 


Westbrook Van , 
Voorhees, Jerry Tucker, Finis Bar- | 
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Associate Station 
W45D—FM - 


Hace Your Sales Money ona 
WINNER 


George P. Hollingbery Company 
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Notional Representatives 


RED SKELTON 

With Harriett Hilliard, Wonderful 
Smith, Tommy Dorsey, Truman 
Sradley, Ozzie Nelson orch 

| 30 Mins. 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

Tuesday, 10:30 p.m. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Seeds) a 
What was plenty good enough last 
season is good enough again fol 


Brown & Williamson, so the tobacco 


firm has returned Red Skelton and 
virtually the same show to its Tues- 
dav night spot on NBC. The format 
d style of the show are the same 
the product are identical 
Raleigh cigarets and Walter Raleigh 
lpipe tobacco. It was a click com- 
bination last season and should re- 
peat this one. 


Skelton reportedly prefers to work 
pretty much off the cuff, without too 


much rehearsal or prearranged busi- 
ness That probably contributes 
spontaneity, but it also results on 
oeeasion in a rough performance 
The Skelton show, therefore, lacks 
the smooth pacing of some more 
calculated name comedy = stanzas. 
The consequent uncertainty about 
whether everything is going quite 


according to schedule may add zest 
to the show, but it also fails to get 
full value of timing and emphasis 
for the material. 

This effect, in some ways favorable 
and others distinctly not so, Its 
heightened by the way the perform- 
ers themselves seem convulsed by 
their own jokes. That and the wildly 
enthusiastic pushover West Coast 


| studio audience doesn't enhance the 
'comie effect for the air listener. 
Skelton broadcast on opener (15) 


ran about 30 seconds short. 

High spot of the show continues 
to be Skelton’s brat characteriza- 
jtion from last season, including his 
|‘I dood it’ remark. However, it’s 
evident that the pattern is beginning 
to become stereotype, so the come- 
dian and his writers should find 
ways of varying it or start looking 
} around for a substitute 

Harriett Hilliard remains Skelton’s 
chief foil, depending less on her 
vocals. Ozzie Nelson also joins in 
the comedy patter as well as baton- 
ing the band. Wonderful Smith had 
a brief comedy spot and, on the 
season opener, Tommy Dorsey 
guested for a moment to spotlight his 





|/MAJOR EDWARD BOWES 

Songs, Instrumental 

30 Mins. 

CHRYSLER CORP. 

Thursday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Major Bowes’ re-entry last Thurs- 
(17), foliowing what the net- 


day 


LUX RADIO THEATRE 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ 
With Walter Pidgeon, Donald ¢ risp, 


Sara Allgood, Maureen O'Hara, 
Ronny McDowell 
60 Mins. 


| Monday, 9 p.m. 
/WABC-CBS, New York 





works prefer to describe as a hiatus, (J. Walter Thompson) 
projected among other things two Hurrah again for good material 
statistical tidbits: it was his seventh /in the hands of good actors. And 
year for the same account and his nurrah for the director who was 
382d broadcast. The amateur format | | ‘ nun Saag 
remains the same, the Major still | reverent with the script and intelli- 
interpolates such encouragements as | gent with the players. It is not al- 
‘wonderful,’ ‘alright’ and ‘very fine | y ays this way with radio drama nor 
indeed,’ the studio applause is aS | with Lux On occasion Lux will 
volcanic as ever (and that includes | ctoop to toast a silly marshmallow, 


the plug response) and most of the 
participants are talented and enter- 
taining. The lone gesture toward 
‘streamlining’ is the inclusion of a 
goodly percentage of servicemen 
among the participants. 

Everything proceeds at a leisurely 
ibut expert pace. The showmanly 
air pervades as sharply and in- 
gratiatingly as ever. The identify- 
ing dialog is well pointed with 
snatches of human interest. They 
rarely falter in speech and never In 
routine. The gem of huge returns 
has been polished mirrer-bright by 
the passing years, but the tradition 
of hit-and-miss remains. The caliph 
of the ‘original amateur program’ 
has paraded as many as 6,000 per- 
before the mike. 


sons 
The commercial copy merely 
sought to impress the need for con- 


) stant and proper maintenance, and 
ithe best experts in that line for 
| Chrysler, Dodge, DeSoto and 


Plymouth autos would, of course, be 
the service departments of C, D. DeS 
and P dealers Odec. 


OTIS T. WINGO 

Comment 

15 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

| Tuesday, 9:30 p.m. 

/WMCA, New York 

| Tabbed ‘Wingo on Washington,’ 
;th's new weekly comment sustainer 
on WMCA, New York, brings Otis T. 
| Wingo in an innocuous bit of palaver 
about the news. Wingo apparently 
feel 
| listener, but 


he never quite 


gets 


own series for the same sponsor. | around to saying it. He sort of sidles 
Truman Bradley_read_ the Seeds/u, to a subject and sometimes even 
lo oe copy for B. & W. | goes into a fighting crouch, but he 
As before, Skelton has a large| never brings himself to throw a 
ly riting staff, including Edna Skel- | punch. 
ton, Jack Douglas, Ben Freedman, | ET ee Peg: ' = = 
Dick McKnight, Leo Sullivan and} 7 Bi youre je strong ne soe : 
Alan Woods. Show is directed by | 2:2": la es : of yey, es 
Keith McLeod. Se commonplace. On his debut show 





‘SPOTLIGHT BANDS’ 
With Harry James Orchestra, Helen 
Forrest, Johnny McAfee 
25 Mins. 
COCA-COLA 
Daily, 9:30 p.m. 
| WJZ-Blue, New York 
(D’Arcy) 

Coca-Cola has returned its ‘Spot- 
light Bands’ program to the air but 
to the Blue instead of Mutual. Harry 
James’ band from Parris Island, South 
Carolina Marine Base, led off. Though 
the series idea is the same—ithe 
presentation of top orchestras—the 
second series uses 25 minutes nightly 
on the Blue net whereas the initial 





30 minutes on Saturday on Mutual. 
The new setup selects its orchestras 


via vote of soldiers, sailors, marines 


in the highest number of votes in 
|}proportion to its personnel being 
|}awarded an origination within 30 





| days. All broadcasts will come from 
|camps, defense factories, etc. 


Initial show hit the bulls-eve in- 


sofar as musical quality is concerned. | 


Harry James’ band, picked up from 
| probably a makeshift stage so far as 
| acoustics go, did a crack job almost 
| all the way through and his efforts 
| were roundly cheered by some 10,000 
| service men. However, while the 
| musical portion was A-1 the same 
| couldn’t be said for the writing job 
In very few of the many minutes 
| taken up by the oral portion of the 
| session did the writing hit 

that might qualify 

network sponsored 

| known product. It 
men who dreamed 
| strove too mightily, 
| of it was overwritten. There 

one spiel, a sort of introduction to 
James’ interpretation of the ‘Marine: 
| Hymn,’ where a classic line appeared 
| It went, ‘Parris Island...where mere 
bees become U. S. Marines.’ 
mainder was a mixed up 


a stride 





a national 
nationailyv 
that 


the 


by a 
seems 
up 
bec iuse 


line 


2e- 
| that must have put those devil dogs 
}in as much of a fog as it put lis- 
| teners. 





standard with him was for the most 
| part aces. He slipped on ‘This Is 
| Worth Fighting For,’ kicking it off 
| too fast, but then again later he 
| showed rare good judgment by con- 
| fining the exciting, but too tech- 
| nical trumpet display on ‘Flight of 
|‘Bumble Bee’ to half its normal 
| length. Helen Forrest, vocalist, did 
|a swell job on ‘He’s My Guy.’ 


setup used 15 minutes.five days and | 


the | 


much |} 


was | 


oration } 


James’ handling of pops and tunes | 


Tuesday night (15) he referred to a 
certain play to explain a point he 
was trying to make. It was obvious 
he was talking about last season’s 
‘The Wookey,’ but he couldn't reeall 
its title or hadn’t taken the trouble 
to look it up. Furthermore, in \dis- 
cussing the show, he made a small 
but vital misstatement about its 
theme. To those familiar with the 
theatre, it raised the possibility that 
Wingo’s knowledge of Washington 
and current affairs may be as faulty. 
secause of clumsy engineering, 
the initial program was cut-in from 
| Washington without an intro or even 
jan identification of the 
| Wingo made several pleas _ for 
| listener mail during the broadcast. 
Hobe. 





| 


‘FRONT PAGE FARRELL’ 


; liams, Betty Garde, Bill Shelley, 
James Fleming 
15 Mins. 


|KOLYNOS TOOTHPOWDER 

Daily, 5:45-6 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

| ‘Front Page Farrell’ is the kind of 

yarn that probably once led imagina- 

tive kids to aspire to become re- 

| porters, It’s the kind of program 

| that makes newspaper men mutter 


| 
| 
| 


;unprintable opinions about serial 
writers. In other words, ‘Farrell’ is 
romantic taffy in five-a- 





week radio form. It was once spon- 


sored by Procter & Gamble in the 
midwest. Last season Anacin bank- 
rolled the show on Mutual, and now 
Kolynos toothpowder has returned 


he has something to tell the | 


speaker. | 


\ With Dick Widmark, Florence Wil- | 
in training camps, the camp turning 


something drippy and gooey from the 
girl - can’t - make - up - mind-about- 
which-boy school. Radio like Holly- 


wood, has to have its quota of B's 
(for bad) but when something like 


‘How Green Was My Valley’ comes 
along it becomes clear that there's 
nothing wrong with radio that 


directors and performers 
Saying which it is per- 
haps sobering to add that next 
week's piece for Lux announced 
as ‘The Magnificent Dope.” Or from 
a flying fortress to a wheelbarrow. 


writers, 
can't cure. 


is 


Tightly-packed, edged with sly 
humor, overcast with a sweet hu- 
ijmanity the episodic tale of the 
| Welch mining family came through 
ithe air like the man on the flying 
itrapeze. The separate incidents ac- 
lcumulated a force of believability 
land likeability that was far above 
| run-of-the-mill radio drama, Mel- 


| low was the word. There was heart- 
tug and under-tow and above all 
the cheerful fact of professionals 
that knew every line what they 
were about. The trouble with this 
cast is that it will make those 
marshmallow casts and stories that 
much more indigestible. The con- 
trast between real actors and some 
film stars can be extremely con- 
ducive to gastritis. 

In sharing the 
billed performers 


ovation the five 
should push in a 
little and allow bowing space for 
the gorgeous but anonymous actors 
who played the two pug-uglies and 
to the actor who made Mr. Jonas 
a villain to hate for life in something 
| like six lines of dialog net 

| The commercials, for those who 
insist upon the full report, are 
chirped as the robins chirp in May. 
A throaty cry sheer joy to be 
| alive and able to bath in the ca- 
ressing and beautifying bubbles of 
| Lux, a cake to cling to in an un- 
certain world, Land 





ol 





ithe stanza to the air, this time on 


NBC. 
There's 
| ‘Farrell,’ 


something to be said for 
however. It isn’t as bad 
las it used to be. Robert Shaw, who 
|now scripts it, must have been in a 
city room some time, or at least 
have known a reporter, for he’s 
taken at least a little of the Rover 
Boy halo off the headline hero. Still, 
Farrell is the kind of comic-strip 
| reporter who bursts in editors’ doors 
| with shouts about his latest stop- 
| press story sensation. He, the in- 
credibly corny city editor and the 
sappy Mrs. Farrell, are more in- 
terested. in trying to track down 
petty racketeers than in the business 
of printing the news, but that’s 
merely standard fictional journalism. 

There’s an apparent effort to tie a 
reference to the day’s war headlines 
into the dialog, but it has no direct 
relation to the story, so remains 
merely a pointless time-taker. The 





whole thing is faintly depressing. In 
fairness, though, scripter Shaw is 
probably dishing out what the im- 
pressionable public craves, while 


| Bill Sweets is giving it proficient di- 


| 


| rection James Fleming gives the 
| Kolynos toothpowder commercials 
|a bang-bang reading. Ann Leaf 
| plays the organ cues Hobe. 

David Crozier has resigned from 
| Muzak, Inc., to join the Chicago of- 
fice of the Howard Wilson Co., sta- 
tion reps. 








YOU CAN LAUGH IF YOU 
| this is serious ! 

| Ris for 
for 


for 


for WM. MORRIS (my 
for 


W is 
rc is 
D 


a 


R. J. REYNOLDS (my sponsor) 

ESTY advertising agency (bless ’em) 
NATIONWIDE hookup (I hope you'll listen) 
for EVERY Friday Nite at 10:00 P.M., CBS 


EDITORS (in appreciation of their mentions) 
s for DIAL-TWISTERS (thanks for listening) 


|] WANT TO... BUT... 


representatives) 


wood, and partly because of Holly- | 





New York Chicage 
San Francisco 


ele 


ep «Atlante 
Los Angetes 






| Johnny McAfee’s work on ‘Fighting’ | 
| was only fair. | 
Commercials for Coca-Cola were 
nicely handled, too, with one excep- 
tion, They were mostly — short. 
' punchy bits. One, however, advised | 
| listeners the drink ‘is a way of help- | 
{ing morale.’ It wasn’t at all tasty. | 
| Wood. 








Put them ali together and they spell 
RENEW ED for another 13 weeks 
(it's Possible) 
HERB SHRINER 


William Morris Agency Camel Caravan 
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g From the Production Centres 








IN NEW YORK CITY ,.. 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: Whether there is room for more 
than one genius at that advertising agency—The number of prominent 
radio men fated to be privates and the invidious comparisons—The 
title of the new war song, ‘Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition’ 
—Paul Hollister’s joining CBS—AII the redtape and mystery about that 
Treasury program, 





Carlton Alsop, director of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ commuting to the Coast 
by plane weekly to supervise the Hollywood blood bank for the Red Cross 
and to visit his wife, actress Martha Scott...Harry Ackerman, Young & 
Rubicam production supervisor, wants short dramatic sketches for guest 
names on the Kate Smith show...Actor Chester Stratton into the Army 
soon...Benton & Bowles sending a special newspaper about doings around 
the agency to its former employees in the service...Sol Leon, formerly 
of the William Morris legal department, training with the Army Signal 
Corps in Arizona...Singer Jack Arthur doing musical commercials on the 
‘Mary Marlin’ serial. Don Hancock replaces George A. Putman as an- 
nouncer on the same program next Monday (28). 

Bill Ramsey, Proter & Gamble radio director, vacationing on Cape Cod 
for three weeks...Albert G. Miller, scripter of ‘Maudie’s Diary,’ which 
goes off the air this week, going into the Navy with a commission... 
Douglas Lounds transferred from radio department to media department 
of Benton & Bowles. ,.Peter Michael, author of ‘Lone Journey’ serial for 
Procter & Gamble, to Wyoming for several weeks on ranch to gather 
background color.,.Writers War Board has set up sub-committee to gather 
material for soldiers to use in their own shows at Army camps. 

Seymour Robbie, formerly assistant, becomes CBS shortwave produc- 
tion manager, succeeding Clarence Schimmel who goes into the Navy... 
Bill Zuckert on ‘The Triumphant Egg’ on NBC and ‘Columbia Workshop’ 
on CBS this week...George Hicks, Blue network news and special features 
announcer, On special assignment as correspondent with Navy...Nila 
Mack, CBS director who writes-produces ‘Let’s Pretend’ kid show, 
authored-‘Animal Allies,’ juve volume being published this week by Julian 
Messner. Richard Hubbell, of CBS television staff, has written ‘4,000 
Years of Television,’ to be published next week by Putman...Mary 
O'Meara, formerly with Thompson agency, joined Compton copy depart- 
ment. 

Oscar Levant clicked Sunday (20) as piano soloist on Gershwin’s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ on the Andre Kostelanetz-Albert Spalding show for 
Coca-Cola...Roger Kent clothes sponsoring three chapters a week of the 
‘Musical Personalities’ recorded series on WQXR...Pending Alma Det- 
tinger’s recovery from an appendectomy. Alice Pentlarge conducts her 
‘Other People’s Business’ program on WQXR.’..Red Barber took time on 
his Dodger-Phils baseball broadcast Sunday (20) to caution kid listeners 
that his Old Gold commercials are aimed strictly for adults...Donna 
Keath was featured lead Saturday 19) opposite Ray Milland on Arm- 
strong ‘Theatre of Today’. ,.Joel Hammill’s script about Pastor Niemoller 
for Sunday night’s (20) ‘This Is Our Enemy’ provided a sock show. 

‘Pasquale, C, O. D.,’ six-evenings-a-week serial resumed on WHOM this 
week for Chicago Macaroni...‘Vox Pop’ next Monday night (28) will be 
from Columbia University, with the awarding of medals to correspondents 
who covered the Dieppe raid. The show will have a London pickup with 
Bob Trout...Following week’s (Oct 5) ‘Vox Pop’ will be from Lakehurst 
(N. J.) naval air station...Annual meeting of the New York local of 
AFRA will be Nov. 10 at the Astor hotel...Harry Ackerman has written 
the adaptation of ‘The War Against Mrs. Hadley,’ which Edward Arnold 
and Fay Bainter will do as the dramatic spot Friday night (25) on the 
Kate Smith show. Incidentally, Ackerman, Young & Rubicam production 
supervisor, has been named chairman of the agency’s war committee, 
which will attempt to put war material into its programs. 

Orson Welles, who proved to be just as much at home on ‘Information 
Please’ as he has on many other radio programs, argued with and dis- 
puted Clifton Fadiman so often that the emcee finally quipped, ‘Welles, 
this is the last time you will appear on ‘Information Please.’ I thought I 
had enough trouble with Kieran for four years’....“The Army and Navy 
Game’ will be shifted from 5:30 to 6 p.m., starting next Sunday (27) on 
the Blue network. Fred Uttal is emcee. Benay Venuta served as chair- 
man of the board of judges and announced the awards on this week’s 
program. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tue Rapio Trapve Is Discussine: The inaccessibility of Jimmy Petrillo 
when in town—The cut-off handed Bill Paley’s CBS speech from 
London by CBS-owned WBBM—AILI in favor of a spot announcement— 
Just the boss 





Jack Brickhouse will conduct WGN’s sports session for remainder of 
season, replacing Bob Elson, who is in the Navy....AFRA holds a Corona- 
tion Ball Sept. 26 at the Hotel Sherman to crown Neva Patterson and 
Bob Sabin Queen and King of Chicago radio artists....WBBM’s House- 
wives Protective League distributed 100 packages of food to listener- 
members for opinions as to their merit—80% of testers must okay products 
to make them eligible for program approval....Mac and Bob, old-time 
song vocalists, renewed for fourth year on WLS for Foley’s Honey and 
Tar, through Laueson and Solomon. 

The ‘WLS Mountain Theatre’ returns to the air Sept. 28, sponsored by 
Dr. W. B. Caldwell, Inc., through Sherman-Marquette agency... .Bess 
McCammon is two-star mother with son Tom, 21, enlisted in Army 
Ordinance, and Bill, 23, selected for Officer’s Training at Ft. Belvoir, 
Va....Harlan Eugene Reed, news commentator, to air over WBBM Mon. 
through Sat. from 10:30 to 10:45 p.m. CWT....Jeanne Juvelier returns 
io Chi from N. Y. to join cast of ‘Helen Trent’....Clara Lu ‘n’ Em return 
to the air over WBBM after a seven-year absence. Their program gcoe: 
over 40 stations, WBBM-CBS, Mon., Wed., Fri., 10 to 10:15 a.m. CWT. 

‘I Only Know,’ by Aviation Cadet Bill Demond, USNR, Bill Bruns, 
USNR, and Russ Morgan, debuted over CBS with Jimmy Melton singing 
and Andre Kostelanetz providing orchestral background....‘The Man on 
the Farm’ returns to WLS, Sat. from 12 to 12:30 p.m. CST for its sixth 
consecutive year, under sponsorship of Ful-O-Pep Poultry Feeds 
Todd Hunter takes over the news spot on WBBM, 3:55 to 4 p.m. Mon., 
Wed. and Fri. for Vick Chemical of N. Y. Commentator also has 7:15 to 
7:25 a.m. ‘Morning Reporter’ news time on these same days sustaining. 
‘Romance of Helen Trent,’ network serial from Chicago, begins its 10th 
year on the air Sept. 23....Harlan Eugene Read, Donald McGibney and 
Dr. Gerhard Schacher are now WBBM’s trio of ace news analysts.... 
Tommy Tucker, currently at the Chicago, and Eddie Oliver, at the May- 
fair Room, guesting on ‘Victory Matinee’....Happy Jack Turner, singer- 
Pianist, starts Oct. 5 in a new program over WMAQ, Mon., Wed and Fri. 
at 5 p.m....WMAQ announcers, competing with each other, have sold 
nearly $50,000 in bonds over the counter at this station....Harry C. Kopf, 
NBC vice-prexy, to Hot Springs, Va. for company management meet- 
ing....Emmons C. Carlson, sales promotion manager, and Jules Her- 
buveaux, program manager, to N. Y. on business. ; ‘ 

Three WBBM staff members leave for armed forces: souna = 
Lee Randon joins Signal Corps Enlisted Reserve as radio electrician, 
Conway goes into training as ensign, U. S. N. (Aviation) at Northwestern 
U., and announcer Jack McCormick goes to Jacksonville, Fia., for training 
as a lieutenant in the U. S. Marine Corps Aviation Unit... .Bob McKee 
takes over announcing duties on ‘Profiles and Previews . . Everett Rals- 
ton, pianist-arranger of the Great Lakes Naval Training hetgaci he Sa 

ilor Rhythm orchestra, formerly served in the same capaci'y \ ith Orrin 

(Continued on page 34) 
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TURNS IN HER JUMPERS 


Esther Huff Leaves Bell Aircraft 
for WEBR Air 








Buffalo, Sept. 22. 

Esther Huff has doffed overalls 
and goggles as a paint inspector at 
Bell Aircrafi here to come back to 
radio, this time as pilot of WEBR’s 
‘Time to Chat’ afternoon program for 
women, 

She replaces Helen King, now 
Evening News radio columnist. 


Schloss Quits McC-E 
To Join Blue Network 


Pete Schloss last week quit as 
time buyer for the McCann-Erick- 
son agency to become a member of 
the Blue Network’s station relations 
staff. His place at McC-E is being 
taken by Willard Butler. 

Butler comes from the Erwin- 
Wasey agency. 








Lisa Sergio Shifting 





Lisa Sergio moves her daily news 
comment series, effective Oct. 1, from 
its present 10-10:15 a. m. spot to 7- 
7:15 p.m. on WQXR, New York. 
Whether or not she will carry over 
her co-sponsors, Botany Mills and 
Tomorrow mag, will be decided this 
week. Higher evening rate, plus the 
fact that Botany is now chiefly en- 
gaged in war output, may affect its 
decision, 

Before taking her summer vacation 
Miss Sergio conducted two daily 
comment stanzas, one at the 10 a.m. 
time and the other at 9-9:15 p.m. 
Latter spot is now filled by the Time 
mag news series. 





JIM LITTLE INTO U.S. ARMY 
Worcester, Sept. 22. 
Jim Little, WTAG_ newscaster and 
news editor for past several years, 
was inducted into Army at Fort 
Devens last week. 
Bob Marvin currently doing Lit- 
tle’s stint. 








| 


| Christi, at Austin, Sept. 19. 


Announcer and Wife Organizing 





Cleveland Stage Door Canteen 


Louis-Conn DX Sked 


Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 22. | 
WGEO and WGEA will have the, 
exclusive shortwave rights for the | 
Columbus Day heavyweight cham- 
pionship bout between Sgt. Joe Louis | 
and Private Billy Conn. Inasmuch | 
as the fracas is scheduled for the | 
afternoon, the General Electric sta- | 
tions will relay the ‘all army’ fight | 
overseas by delayed broadcasts. 
The first one will be teamed to} 
Central and South America at 10 | 
p.m., Oct. 12. At 6:15 a.m. the fol- | 
lowing day, the broadcast will be | 
sent to Australia and New Zealand | 
for the entertainment of servicemen 
there. Three hours later, the sta- 
tions will fire at Newfoundland, Ice- 
land, Ireland, England and Europe. 
WGEA and WGEO will also have 
a DX exclusive on the World Series 
to American servicemen throughout 
the world. 











Stephens Gets Sponsor 


Jack Stephens will be sponsored 
starting Oct. 5 on eight stations of 
the new Atlantic Coast network 
keyed out of WNEW, New York. He 
will give sports, interviews and 
musical recordings six nights weekly 
at 11 p.m. 

Its for St. Joseph’s Aspirin and 
Pentero via the Lake-Spiro-Shurman 
agency of Memphis. 


Humble’s Football Series 


Houston, Sept. 22. 

Humble Oil & Refining will spon- 
sor broadeasts of Southwest Confer- 
ence football games for the eighth 
consecutive season. Kern Tips and 
Ves Box will head the announcing 
staff. 

Opening broadcast was between 
the University of Texas and the 
Naval Air Base team of Corpus 














Cleveland, Sept. 22. 

Nicki Burnett, WHK announcer, 
and wife, Helen, plan to open City’s 
branch of Stage Door Canteen dure 
ing first part of October. 

Continuous entertainment will be 
furnished by professional performe- 
ers of local and national promine 
ence, according to Burnett. Musi- 
cians’ union has given all local dance 
bands permission to play and vir- 
tually everybody in town who has 
anything to offer in entertainment 
fleld has offered to help. 

Game room will be outfitted by 
the Phonograph Merchants Associa- 
tion. 


GUEST SINGERS PLUS 
GUEST STARS FOR ALLEN 


The Fred 


which resumes on CBS Oct. 4 





Allen-Texaco show, 
sar il] 
vy ae 


go along for a while with a policy of 


, 


| guest singers as well as guest stars, 


Arthur Godfrey will have James 
Wallington’s spot as announcer and 
the format will include the newsreel 
routine in some form. 

The time is Sunday, 9:30-10 p.m. 





Albert G. Miller To 


New Orleans for Navy 


Albert G. Miller, scripter of 
‘Maudie’s Diary,’ which Wonder 
Bread is dropping from CBS after 
tomorrow night’s (Thursday) broad- 
cast, was commissioned a Lieutenant 
in the Navy, and left yesterday 
(Tuesday) for service in the publie 
relations branch of the Eighth Naval 
District, New Orleans. 

He also wrote ‘Blondie’ last season 
for Camel cigaret, and has scripte 
various other shows. 





SSE 





Lesson No. 3 in 





...up to date 


Ask your time buyer—even if that means talking to your- 


self —how close he can come to matching these typical costs 


for 204 station coverage of the U.S.: 


> 





ONE HALF-HOUR EVENING* FOR ONLY 


$6,015 





FIVE QUARTER-HOURS DAYTIME* FOR ONLY 


$9,125 





THREE QUARTER-HOURS EVENING* FOR ONLY 


$10,950 





*Net 52 week basis 





It all adds up to the Biggest Bargains in Broadcasting 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Nearly All Chicago Stations In 
On Super-Whopper War Benefit 


Chicas Sept. 22 
One of the first all-station broad- 
casts to originate in the Chicago 
area will climax the Amusem nt and 


Recreation Division’s September War 
Bond Drive, when a mammoth ether 
show will be staged Monday night, 


of stage. screen, and radio celebri- 


ties, gathered to sell bonds over the | 


air 

Ben Bernie has been set as m.c. 
of the show which will include 
Gracie Fields, Buddy Ebsen, Skeets 
Gallagher, Dolly Kay, Joy Hodges, 
Marie Nash, Jane Pickens, Jan Mur- 
ray, Gloria Panico, Laura Kellogg, 
Bune Price, Billie Holiday, Lola Hill, 
and many, many more. 


Band leaders who have signified 
intention of participating include | 
Jimmy Dorsey, Jimmy Joy, Art 


Jarrett, Russ Morgan, Buddy Frank- 
lin, Lawrence Welk, Eddie Howard 
and Eddie Oliver. 

Every station will carry the broad- | 
cast, among them WMAQ, WBB\M, | 
WGN, WENR, WIND, WCFL, WAIT, | 
WJJD, and WJWC. Listeners will 
be urged to phone in their bond 
pledges to the station to which they | 
are listening. There will be ap- 
peals scattered throughout the sev- | 


eral hour program. 
Present plan is to present the 


shew in the flesh on the stage of | 
the Auditorium theatre in the Loop, 
vith bond purchases as admission to 
the house. Show will start at 11:15 
p.m. and continue until 1 a.m. or | 
longer. It represents a smash effort | 
On part of executive committee of | 
Amusement and Recreation Div. to | 
finish up September Drive with a| 
bang, exceeding expected grosses. 





Feine in WMAS Post 


Springfield, Mass., Sept. 22. 
H. M. ‘Bill’ Feine, copy and ac- 
count executive with the William B. 
Remington agency, has become the 


In CBS Priority Jam 


i 
Sept. 28, feaffring a miniature army 


| games where the CBS schedule per- 
| mitted, with WEMP picking up the 


|a deal, declaring he would take on 





To Accommodate Sponsor 


| 
WISN Buys WEMP Time | 


Milwaukee, Sept. 22. 

With WISN holding the broadcast- | 
ing privileges for Marquette univer- 
the station sud- 





sity football games, 
denly found itself on a spot when | 
three of the contests were scheduled | 
for Sundays—Nov. 8, 15, and 22, on | 
which day the broadcaster has earl- 
ier CBS committments with inviol- 
able priority rights. So WISN had 
had to go to its rival station WEMP 
and buy time from it in order to air 
the games as per its seasons con- 
tract with the sponsor, Wadhams Oil 
Co. 

Gaston Grignon, manager. of 
WISN, wanted his station to broad- 
cast at Sunday j 


? 4 + a 4 
least part of the 


game where WISN left off. How- 
ever, C. J. Lanphier, manager of 
WEMP, wouldn't go for this kind of 


the games in their entirety or not 
at all. 

Grignon had no alternative*but to 
accept so a Wadhams Oil sponsored 
broadcast will be heard on WEMP 
for the first time when November 
rolls around. 


WHISKEY FIRM GIVEN 
256 AWARD VS. CBC 


Toronto, Sept. 22. | 

Gooderham & Worts, distillers, won | 
a judgment for $25,000 and costs 
against the Canadian Broadcasting | 














hew program director at WMAS- 


*BS ste | ~ ; 
CBS station. |nant by the CBC regarding a lease | earlier 


Feine succeeds Herb Edman, who 
has returned to his home 
Worcester, to work at WTAG. 











Since 1930 


r 12 years, we've been 
eaie CBS for more 
than a million people in 
our Primary Listening J 
Area. Given this cover- 
age and topflight pre- 
gram schedule, you can 
see why WDRC’s rate 's 


| 

| 

Corp. in Court of Appeals here. | 
Plaintiff alleged breach of cove- | 


the station, located in the King Ed- | 
ward hotel, was leased to the CBS at 
| $12,000 a year. 


. 9 
Motor Coach Line’s News | 
San Antonio, Sept. 22. 
The Bowen Motor Coach Lines of 
Fort Worth will air a Sunday quar- 
ter hour newscast over the Lone Star 
Chain each week. Series will 
Originate in the studios of station 
KGKO and will be heard over KTSA 
here; KX YZ, Houston; KRIS, Corpus 
Christi; KRGV, Weslaco; KGNC, 
Amarillo and KFDM, Beaumont. 
John Hicks will be the newscaster. 








New Mexican Station 


Mexico City, Sept. 22. 





ttractive. Use 
WDRC to sell the rich 
Hartford Market. 





Northwestern Mexico, of current 
strategic and farming importance, 
| will have a new station, XEHQ, at 
| Hermosillo, capital of Sonora state. 
| Station, which is to be of 300 
watts and 590 kes., is being readied 
for inauguration in October. 














FREE & PETERS. INC 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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National Representatives 





Foresighted KFRO 





~ + J 
Longview, Texas, Sept. 22 


T. R. Putman, station man- 
ager of KFRO and in the com- 
mercial side of broadcasting iol 


the past 15 years has turned to 
the opposite side of the field. 
He has received his third class 
radio operator’s license with 
broadcast endorsement which 
qualifies him to operate the 
Station, 

Several months ago radio op’s 
license was also received by 
Mrs. James R. Curtis, wife of 
the prez of the station. Station 
is fortifying itself against the 
possible shortage of station op- 
erators. 








FLY IS ‘IFFY’ IN 


ASSURANCES 
ON TUBES 


Washington, Sept. 22. 
Silencing of any radio slation fof 
want of tubes is not an immediate 
prospect but the need for conserva- 
tion is immediate and urgent, be- 
cause there is a question of whether 
the War Production Board can go on 
(Continued on page 39) 


CBC SHORTENS HOURS 





TO SAVE EQUIPMENT 


Montreal, Sept. 22. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
sign off the air at 11:30 p.m. local 
time in all regions, beginning Sun- 
day next (27). 
CBC g.m., stated that such a reduc- 
tion of broadcast operations in each 
time zone across the Dominion 
would lengthen the life of a large 
amount of equipment, some of 
which cannot be replaced. 

Stations to be affected by the 
network _ signoff 


CBY, Toronto; CBO, Ottawa: CBV. 
Quebec; CBJ, Chicoutimi: CBR. 
Vancouver; and CBK, Watrous, 


| Saskatchewan. 


The announcement added that it 


| will be necessary on some nights to 


operate for the extra half-hour to 
midnight on CBA, the 50-kilowatt 
station at Sackville, N. B. 


UP ARTHUR KIRKHAM 


He’s Now Vice-President of KOIN, 
Portland, Ore. 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 22. 
Arthur Kirkham, formerly Direc- 
tor of Public Relations for KOIN, 
has been named that station’s vice- 
president following the death a few 
months ago of C. Roy Hunt. 


Clarence Talbot, night operations 
manager of KOIN, has joined the 
Naval Reserve. Ivan Jones succeeds 
him in the night spot. 

Pat Neal, formerly with copy de- 
partment of town’s largest depart- 


ment store, is now a script writer for 
KOIN-KALE. 


Alpha’s New Stock Set-Up 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 22. 





Alpha Recording & Transcription 
Corp, of New York, has increased 
its capital stock from 1,000 shares, | 
no par value, to 1,250 shares. Under 


the new setup, 250 shares are pre- 
ferred, with a par value of $100 each, 
and 1,000 are common, with no par 


| value 
Lord, Day & Lord, New York City, | 


filed papers on the change with the 
Secretary of State in Albany. 





Brewer Renews 
San Antonio, Sept. 22. 
The Gulf Brewing Co. has re- 
newed its daily quarter-hour pro- 
gram, Monday through Friday, for 
another year over the Texas Qual- 
ity network and station WOAI here. 


Series features the Headliners, which | 
includes Bert Sloan and his orches- } 
commentator; 


tra; Steve Wilhelm, 


, 


Bill Bryant, announcer, and the vo- | 


cals of the Headliners’ Quartet. 
Series, aired from special studios 
of the brewery in Houston, originate 
through KPRC there. Broadcasts 
carried by KPRC; WOAI:; ‘WFAA, 
Dallas, and WBAP, Fort Worth. 


Gladstone Murray, | 


will be: | 


abies |on the former CKGW, Toronto, when CBM and CBF, Montreal: CBL and 




















| From the Production Centres — 


Continued from page 33 

















| Tucker’s band Add to WBBM’s sales force, Ed Furman, former commer- 
| cial manager WMFF, Plattsburg, N. Y., and Cy Howard, KTRH, Houston 
| |..Dr. Preston Bradley resumes his series of commentaries over WGN, 
Mon. through Fri. at 6 p.m. 





IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


| THe Rapio Trave Is DISCUSSING: The Coca-Cola sequel at Mutual— 
| That crap game that folowed the dinner to Ed Cashman—bets got up 
near five figures a couple of times—The growing scarcity of male stars 
| for all those Treasury programs on account of the Army grabbing same, 
| 
| 
| 


War's drain on radio manpower was felt in two places at KHJ last week, 
| with another in the immediate offing. J. C. Lewis, Jr., longtime producer 
|at the Don Lee station, and Robert Wagner, new editor, will be in Khaki 
before another week. Wib Eickelberg, commercial manager, got an okay 

from the Marines with a captain’s commission due to arrive any day. He 
officered in the last war....Norman Morrell, the only veepee out here 
j actually producing a program (Bob Hope for Lord & Thomas) took no 
| chances on the season opener in Seattle and had a standby ready in the 
event Hope encountered any difficulty in getting back from Alaska where 
he entertained the jap-shellackers....There’ll be a wedding in the Lewis 
Allen Weiss family Oct. 3 when daughter Patricia takes the vows with 
Ensign Albert Hart. Papa is headman of the Don Lee network....Sam 
Moore and John Whedon are putting the words into Pal Peary’s mouth for 
‘Great Gildersleeve’ program....Within a week after Marjorie Davies put 
in from the east she was working on three shows, to wit, ‘Mayor of the 
| Town,’ ‘Red Ryder’ and ‘The Second Mrs. Burton.’ 

Capt. Charles Vanda of Army Special Services around for a coupla 
weeks.,..Joe Stauffer goes back to West Point as an instructor next week 
| after cleaning up his affairs at Kenyon & Eckhardt, where he 1s the radio 
(director. He graduated from the academy in 1920 and rates as a major.... 
| Jack Burton will handle the three Coca Cola band originations here. 


Lieut. John Canady of Naval Reserve public relations staff got the 
necessary permish to handle Clete Roberts’ new periods on the Coast 
Blue network. Latter is now serving with Office of War Information in 
| Frisco. ...Keith McLeod again producing the Red Skelton show. He pre- 
| sided for a few weeks last season but got mixed up in a Russel Seeds 
| shuffle ...George Wells, who has been doing the Lux adaptations single- 
| handed for the past nine years, now has a helper in Ben Pearson.... 
| Jim Moran, who specializes in crackpot and screwball antics, caught on* 
at KFI for a twice-weekly airing....Day after Harrison Holliway whacked 
| off his 17-year growth of lip stubble he had to take to bed with a cold 
| due to exposure. 





Steve Healey joined NBC publicity staff when Matt Barr moved over to 
head up the department at KFI-KECA....Stanley Resor, prexy of J. Wal- 
| ter Thompson, stopped over enroute-back to New York from his summer 
retreat at Jackson Hole, Wyo., long enough to break bread with Denny 
| Danker’s radio staff....First guestar on the Abbott and Costello show 
will be Veronica Lake....Victor Borge got together with JWT on another 
quarterly extension on Kraft Music Hall. Agency also gave Mary Martin 
another option lift....Chase & Sanborn gang shoves off Sept. 29 for four 
eastern originations, namely, Fort Monmouth, N. J., Annapolis, West Point 
and Quantico, Va. Making the trip will be Edgar Bergen, Don Ameche, 
| Dale Evans, Ray Noble, Producer Antony Stanford, Scripter Joe Bigelow 
and his secretary, Dorothy Brown....Hal Burdick’s ‘Night Editor’ was 
bought by General Foods for Post Toasties and is niched on NBC just 
ahead of Maxwell House Time. 





CBS DX-ING 3 SHOWS 
TO S. A. PER REQUESTS 


heaibeilated Takes Over 
Direction of ‘Hound’ 


Cyril Armbrister, of the Blue pro- 


; . CBS’ shortwave facilities will 

duction staff, is now directing the . 

: Rs a B broadcast to South America three 

network’s sustainer serial, ‘The Sea 

Hound,’ succeeding Fred Weihe, who | * eekly programs suggested by the 

went to Chicago to direct ‘Lone } Office of the Coordinator of Inter- 
urney’ or Irocter x Y- ° . . . 

Journey’ for Procter & Gamble.| American Affairs. One is Lucky 


There’s also a possibility that Fran 
Stryker, scripter of ‘The Sea Hound,’ 
may be replaced. Stryker also 
writes ‘Lone Ranger’ on the Blue. plugs, and the others are an origi- 
ebaee Goad Chk See on ee wen _ English script, ‘The Twenty- 
i ‘or oe ’ | fifth Letter,’ by Ranald MacDougal, 
a eee ee eee and ‘Their Words Burn.’ 

The third series will deal with 
noted European writers whose books 
were burned by the Nazis. 


Strike’s ‘Hit Parade,’ but with mes- 
sages in Spanish substituted for the 





Army and tne 
program 18 handled bv 


Keith McLeod. 


now 


| 
oeing 





Soup Co. Buys News se “— 
Chicago, Sept. 22. 
John Holbrook, midwest news- A | : Old Gold 
caster, has been signed by Wyler & po ogies to 
Co., dehydrated soups and buillion My brother’s burlesque show has 
cubes, to a 52-week contract for the doubled its business. Something nude 
1:45 to 2 pm. news period, Mon has eo added. James Madison, 
: . d 2 7 gag writer and “idea” man. Also 
Wed., and Fri., over WGN. publisher JAMES MADISON’S GAG 
Deal was set through Goodkind, 


SHEET, $1. P. O. Box 124, Grand 
Joice & Morgan agency, Chicago. Central Annex, New York. 















































The Coca-Cola Company presents 











AS” | A fe’ 
| America’s leading bands — playing 
| from War Camps and War Plants 


| BLUE 9-20 P.M. EVERY NIGHT 
NETWoRK 2230 5" EXCEPT SUNDAY 
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rince’s Estate Makes Ideal Setting 
For Open Air Army Benefit Musicale sissy, sos = 








By EDWARD SMITH 


Jammed to its 900 capacity at $5 a 
seat, the estate of Prince George 
Chavchavadze at Bernardsville, N. J., 
Saturday evening (19) was turned 
over to Army relief, when a classical 
program was presented in a per- 
fume-laden garden midst the rus- 
tling of trees and flowers, and the 
sullen croaking of bull frogs and 
hoots of owls whose nocturnal habits 
were disturbed by the music cf Mo- 
zart, Haydn, Handel and Beethoven. 

So ideal and fairy-like were the 
settings, with the concerts presented 
by candle light against the simple 
majesty of stately columns on the 
porch of the prince’s home, that 
even bad playing would have seemed 
good. 

To add to the perfection of the 
evening, the players, despite atmos- 
pheric conditions which might have 
played havoc with woodwinds and 
brass, produced lusciousness of tone 
and brilliance of execution under the 
careful guidance of conductor Hugo 
Burghauser. Nathan Milsten, ap- 
pearing as soloist in three Mozart 
selections, also played with a simple 
directness and brilliance of tone that 
won him an ovation. Over $5,000 
was realized for Army relief from 
sale of tickets and refreshments. 


‘TANNHAUSER’ CLICKS 
WITH FOUR FROM MET 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 22. 
The first performance of ‘“Tann- 
hauser’ of the current season was a 
decided success Sept. 18, with a sold- 





out house at the Colon. Opera en- 

listed the services of four members 

of the Met. ° 
Singers were Lauritz Melchior, 


f 


Rose Bampton, Norman Cordon and 
Herbert Janssen. Fritz Busch con- 
ducted. 


Met Singers Slated 


vt 


13 By Philharmonic 


Some 13 performances by the N. Y. 
Philharmonic 
will feature the month of October 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., as that insti- 
tution opens for its 51st season. 

Other musical events will be after- 
noon appearances of the WPA Sym- 
phony on Oct. 11, 18 and 25; the Phil- 
adelphia Orchestra on Oct. 13: Bron- 
islaw Huberman, Oct. 18: Witold 
Malcuzynski, Oct. 19: Henrietta 
Schumann, Oct. 20; the Frank Black 
String Symphony, Oct. 23; Byrd 
Elliott, Oct. 27; Claudio Arrau, Oct. 
28; Egon Petri, Oct. 30 and Fritz 
Kreisler, Oct. 31. 


NORMA’ BACK | 
AT MET, N.Y. 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. will 
revive Bellini’s ‘Norma’ this season 
after an eight years’ absence. The 
company revive Verdi's 
‘Forza del Destino,’ as reported in 
last week's ‘Variety,’ with both 
operas going to the company’s re- 
calcitrant star, Zinka Milanov. 

The soprano nearly made operatic 
history last season when the Met 
refused her demands for money and 
she refused to sign a contract. She 
returns this season with 10 perform- 
ances in the aforementioned operas, 
‘Aida’ and Don Giovanni’. Miss Mi- 
lanov’s associates in ‘Norma’ will 
probably be Giovanni Martinelli or 
Frederick Jagel and Ezio Pinza. 

Miss Milanov has returned to the 
U.S. from South America, where 
she sang 11 performances of ‘Norma’, 
‘Aida’ and ‘Simon Boccanegra’ as 
well as concerts in Puerto Rico, 
Trinidad, Havana and Mexico City 











will also 





For ‘Boheme’ in St. L.' 


St. Louis, Sept. 22. 
A sprinkling of Met opera song- | 
birds will appear in Puccini's ‘La | 
Boheme.’ first of the annual concert | 
series sponsored by the St. Louis} 
Civic Music League, in the opera 
house of the Municipal Auditorium, 
Oct. 26. 


Cast will be topped by Suzanne | 
Fisher as Mimi, with the principal 
tenor part being handled by Ar- 


mand Tokatyan, Others in top roles 
are Frances Greer, Oscar Natzke and 


Mack Harrall. Balance of Music 
League sked calls for Carmen 
Amaya, Dec. 1; the Kolisch String 


Quartet, Jan. 12: Arthur Schnabel, 
Feb. 23, and Yehudi Menuhin at a 
Gate to be announced. 


Milw’kee May Extend 
Concerts to Winter 
Milwaukee, Sept. 22. 


Decision has been made to stage 
the annual ‘Music Under the Stars’ 


program of concerts in Washington 
park as usual in 1943 as a morale 
Duilder-upper, and possibly extend 
this + 


activity to a winter season, 
using the $30,000 revolving fund that 
the Milwaukee County board has 
&lven its park commissioners for this 
recreational activity. 

Don Griffin, who arranges the con- 
certs for the park board, has left for 
New York to arrange the 
bookings and, tentatively, a 
program. One of the purposes back 
of the all year program is the estab- 
lishment of a permanent Milwaukee 
Symphony orchestra, with which 
name guest stars would appear. 





, . . 
Bartlett’s Prediction 
Worcester, Sept. 22. 
Bartlett, of films and 
Metropolitan Opera singer, in ad- 


induction of 


Michael 
dressing naval 
» . 

200 embryo sailors here last week jn 
Municipal Auditorium said, ‘It will 


mass 


not be very long before I do the |} 


Ss t +i a) , + _ 
same thing you have done. 
Singer will appear in annual Wor- 


ce ; é : 
cester Music Festival here next 
month 


summer | 
winter 


at $1,000 per appearance. 
Pons Opens Season 


The Metropolitan will open its 
season on Nov. 23 with ‘Fille Du 


Regiment’ with Lily Pons, Salvatore 


Baccaloni, Raoul Jobin and Irra 
Petina as the leading singers and 
either Wilfred Pelletier or Frank 


St. Ledger 


conducting. 


Originally it had been planned to 
open with ‘Lucia’, but that opera has 
now been discarded in favor of tne 


French comedy. 


Marjorie Lawrence Recital 
Set with Chavchavadze 
Marjorie Lawrence will make her 
first concert appearance since she 


became paralyzed a year and a half 


ago tomorrow (Thursday) when she 


Symphony orchestra | 


MINNEAPOLIS’ 40TH 


Siock, Walter, Steinberg Fill 
Mitropoulos at Mid-Season 


for 


Minneapolis Symphony orchestra’s 
40th season opens Oct. 24 with a spe- 
cial concert dedicated to the Allied 
nations. Eighteen concerts ure 
scheduled, as usual, in the regular 
with the regular quota of 
‘twilight’ pop Sunday and young 
people’s concerts together with a 
ballet season that brings the Ballet 
Theatre here. 

There will be three guest conduc- 
tors—Frederick Stock, Bruno Wal- 
ter and Wilhelm Steinberg—to take 
over from mid-December to mid- 
January, while Dimitri Mitropoulos, 
the regular conductor, fulfills his an- 
nual obligation as New York Phil- 
harmonic guest conductor, 

Artists who will appear are Rudolf 
Serkin, Serge Rachmaninoff, Claudio 
Arrau and Joanna Graudan, pianists; 
Carroll Glen, Nathan Milstein, Jascha 
Heifetz and Zino Francescatti, violin- 
Paul Robeson, baritone, and 
| Dusolina Giannini, soprano. Arrau, 
|Francescatti, Robeson and Miss 
'Glenn haven't appeared with the or- 
chestra before. 

Minneapolis Symphony will make 
its first N. Y. appearance since 1927 
at Carnegie Hall, Feb. 26, under the 
management of NCAC Orchestra 
and under Mitropolous. 


season, 





S otme 
Sts; 





Heroic Russia 
Prompts Boris 





revive ‘Boris Godounov,’ which has 
been heard since the 
|season. Reason behind the revival 
|is the magnificent fight being made 
by the Russian armies and the re- 
newed interest in Russian affairs by 
vox pop. 

Cast will include Ezio Pinza, Sal- 
vatore Baccaloni, Kerstin Thorborg, 
Rene Maison, Leonard Warren and 
Irra Petina. Opera has already been 
set as a benefit for the Near East 
College Association on Dec. 30. 


not 





K. C. Orch Opens Oct. 20 
Kansas City, Sept. 22. 


The Kansas City Philharmonic or- 


chestra, conducted by Karl Krueger, | 


|will open its 11th consecutive sea- 
son Tuesday night, Oct. 20, in the 
Music Hall of the Municipal Audi- 
torium nere, 

Krueger now is east for auditions 


of prospective members of the or- 
chestra, since 25 or the orch 
left for the armed forces. 


have 





Revival by Met 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. will | 


1939-40 | 


Ezio Pinza Warmly Applauded 





Chapman Into Marines 


Frank Chapman, concert and opera 
baritone, former Marine in World 
War No. 1 and husband of Gladys 
Swarthout, has been commissioned a 
captain in the Marines and left Mon- 
day (21) for Quantico, 
Chapman had retired as an opera 
and concert singer a year ago to 
take over the management of his 
yife’s affairs. 

Henry Jaffee, attorney, and Lester 
Hodges, pianist, will handle Miss 
Swarthout’s affairs from now on, 
while Chapman arranged 13 concert 
programs for her before leaving. 


HELEN TRAUBEL 
IN BIG COIN 


Helen Traubel, American dramatic 
soprano, is bidding fair to becoming 
not only a second Nordica, but one 
of the nation’s largest earners. This 
season she has been booked for over 
75 concerts at $1,500 to $2,000 per 
concert opening in Toronto, Oct. 8, 
as well as 20 Met performances and 
a number of radio dates, which 
should net her over $150,000 by the 
end of the season in April. 

Among her new Met roles will be 
Isolde in ‘Tristan Und Isolde’, the 
‘Siegfried’ Brunnhilde, Elsa in ‘Lo- 
hengrin’, and her first Italian role, 
the title part in ‘Tosca’. Her first 
N. Y. appearance will be as soloist 
| with the Philadelphia Orchestra at 
Carnegie Hall, Nov. 10. She is mak- 
| ing four appearances with that or- 
chestra alone. 


BRUNA CASTAGNA 














Buenos Aires, Sept. 22. 

Discounting previous reports that 
she had been interned, Bruna 
tagna, Italian contralto of the Met, 
left here by plane Sept. 21 for Lima, 
Peru, on the first leg of her trip 
back to the U. S. 

The singer will be in San 





Fran- 


| of ‘Aida’ on Oct. 9 


Edward McArthur has been en- 

five successive Sundays 
arting Sept. 27 to 1] 
Standard Symphony orchestra ove! 
the NBC Pacific Coast Red network 


gaged fo1 


tarting conduct 
> 


Grace Moore's Self-Booked Tour 
Is Working Out Very Proftably 


and Prince George Chavchavadze 
| will appear in Plainfield, N. J. The 
| entire proceeds of the concert will 
| go to army relief. 

The soprano has signet a mana- 
| gerial contract with Lawrence Evans 
'of Columbia Concerts for a limited 
! number of public appearances. It is 
| rumored that the Met may use her 
as Venus in ‘Tannhauser’, in which |} 
case she will not have to leave her 
couch throughout the perio: ce 


Cleveland Symph Touring 


Cleveland, Sept. 22. 
take the Cleve- 
Orchestra to 11 


25th anni- 


bass 
tours 


Three will 
land Symphony 
states during its 
versary season. First tour will in- 
| clude Ann Arbor, Grand Rapids, 
| Mt. Pleasant and Fort Wayne. Sec- 
| ond tour of Eastern cities in Febru- 


present 


ary includes stops at Jamestown, | 
Saratoga Springs, Northampton, 
Springfield, Bridgeport, Hartford, 


Jersey City and Scranton 


In March, the orchestra, under 
| the baton of its director, Dr Artur 
| Rodzinski, will travel East and 
| Southeast stopping at Sharon, Wil- | 
| liamsport. Wilkes-Barre West 
|Chester, Ithaca, Princeton, Rich- 
| mond, Rock Hill. Spartanburg, 


Greensboro and Winston-Salem 
] 


| Plans are now velng ade Vitn 
1C. O. Cappel, manager of the con- 
cert division of U. S. Camp Shows, 


to have Orchestra play at army 
camps which le along the tt 


} route. 


Montreal, Sept. 22. 
Grace Moore, continuing to book 
herself. is running well ahead of last 
| year schedule on her concerts 


1 Con- 
has 16 


was under Columb) 
Singer 


when she 
certs management. 


| appearances up to her first Met ap- | 
pearance Nov. 30, exclusive of radio 
engagements, as against 11 at the 


|same yeriod last year. 

The soprano appeared in Montreal 
in ‘Tosca’ and ‘Louise,’ both of wh.ch 
were 
and 22, respectively. She will launch 
|her concert tour in Montreal and 
play Ottawa and two dates in Que- 
bec before returning to N. Y. From 


there she goes to the Chicago Ope-a 
for three appearances, and _ inter- 
|}sperses her operatic appearances 


with recitals in Huntington, W. Va.; 
| West Point, two in Mississippi and 
Louisiana. 


three in 





| Mi Moore will sing the Met’s 
first ‘Boheme’ of the year on Nov. 30, | 
and on Dec. 5 will broadcast the 
isame opera from the Met. stage. 
After finishing her Met appearances 
he will be seen in ‘La Belle Helene’ 
in early January in N. Y. a irst 
of a seri of operettas he tK 
e on Broadway in 





men 


old-out performances, Sept. 17 
i$ } 


FOG IN BOSTON 


bout Symphony’s 
Seasun 


Known 
1942-43 


Little 


Bo ton, 


the first pair of 


Si pt 22. 
concerts of 


With 


the traditionally non-unior 


Boston 


Symphony orchestra only a fortnight 
yet to make 


ttlement 


orchestra has 
an announcement of any sé 
|between itself and the 
Federation of Musicians. Rumor has 
it that settlement is farther away 
than ever. 


away, the 


So far, there’s no word whatever 
of the orchestra’s plans for the sea- 
!son. No guest artists or guest con- 
|ductors have been announced, and 
there hasn’t even been any sugges- 
tion of its program plans. Ordinar- 
ily, such matters are settled and in 
the mail two weeks back. 


As was expecte Koussevitzky 
; opens on Oct. 9 with Shostakovich’s 
| 
| Seventh. 


' —_ ———_—_ ——_ - —____ ___— 

Ralph Kirkpatrick, harpsichordist, 
opens his concert tour at Wells Col- 
lege, Nov. 8, and follows t} with a 


11. 


Virginia. | 


GOES TO LIMA, PERU 


Cas- | 


cisco Oct. 4 for the season’s opening | 


American | 


In Canadian ‘Barber’ As Met 
Singers Stage Wartime Opera 


Montreal, Sept. 22. 

The most important opera season 
in decades in this city opened Thurs- 
day (17) at the St. Denis theatre, a 
2,500-seater, with a sold out house 
witnessing a performance of ‘Tosca’ 
with Grace Moore in the title role, 
Ccmpany is composed of Met stars 
and is backed by Desire Defrere, 
Met stage director, and Wilfred Pel, 
letier, Met conductor. 


The ‘Tosca’ was excellent in its 
presentation for the most part. In 
the title role Miss Moore won ova- 
tion at the conclusion of the ‘Vissi 
D’Arte.’ Soprano’s acting was ex- 
cellent. Salvatore Baccaloni, in the 
relatively small role of the Sacristan, 
ai:most stole the show with his bril- 
liant acting. Kurt Baum provided 
| some excellent top tones for ‘Recon- 
dita Armonia’ and ‘E lucevan le 
Stelle,’ but Lawrence Tibbett was a 
disappointment as Scarpia, with the 
baritone singing in half voice much 
of the time, and forcing considerably 
when he attempted a display of 
power. Pelletier conducted ade- 
quately. 





Pinza’s Ist Since Exoneration 

‘The Barber of Seville’ given Fri- 
day (18), was of considerable inter- 
est since it marked the first public 
appearance, and in a nation at war, 
of the Italian, Ezio Pinza, since he 
was freed by the U .S. Government 
oa charges of Fascist activities. Pinza 
received a considerable ovation from 
the audience which was extremely 





friendly disposed toward him. Obvi- 
| Ously nervous at the outset, he was 


| almost overcome by emotion at the 
Warm reception, but recovered to 
| deliver a superb performance, an@ 
| pull down the house with his fiery 
| singing of ‘La Calunia.’ All in all 
ihe stole the show. Baccaloni was 
the acting star of the performance 
stopping the opera time and <_ain 
with his comedy and superb vocal- 
ism. Bidu Sayao provided a coquet- 
ish Rosina, whose excellent vocalism 
in ‘Una voce poca fa’ won her an 
ovation, and John Charles Thomas 
a3; Figaro had some difficulty re- 
memberinz his words, -but even his 
| garbled ‘Largo al Factotum’ was a 
winner from audience receptivity. 
Nino Martini was a tame, but ade- 
quate Alvaviva dramatically, and 
one whose handling of the cadenzas 
in ‘Ecco ridente’ and ‘Se il mio nome’ 
was well up to par. 

‘Boheme,’ Saturday afternoon (19) 
Was not a good performance due to 


certain weaknesses in the cast. As 
“7, — T . 1 j 
Mimi, Hilde Burke was a bit under 
par, Singing with considerable charm 
but finding difficulty with top tones, 
especial 1 the ‘O Soave Fanciull:..’ 
AT \4 4% a1 anes 1 

NinO MartUnl aisO Was beloOW par 


h mall voice considerably 
warfed by the orchestra, and the 


] 

l 
‘Che 

? 


gelida manina’ a disappoint 

ont 
Mack Harrell was so-so as Mage 
cello, Natalie Bodanya a wild over- 
icting Musetta, and Nicola Moscona 


a tame Colline 


Desire Defrere, Met 
uge director, returned to the voci] 
singing Schaunard. 

Saturday evening (19), ‘Rigoletto’ 
was a barely formance 
the title 


voice aithougn 


Ste Ze 


aqaequate pe} 
with Lawrence Tibbett in 
role in generaily bad 


the baritone acting was excellent. 
Dori Marinelli, a newcomer ag 
Gilda, exhibited considerable nerv- 
ousness at the start but warmed up 
to vell phrased, well sung ‘Caro 
Nc me’ and stole the show from Tib- 
beit with her excellent acting and 
inging in the third act. Jan Peerce 
vA a swashbuckling Duke with ‘La 
donna e mobile’ stopping the show 


and Nicolas 
Srparafucile. 

‘Thais,’ given Sunday (20) evening 
featured the debut as a conductor of 
Robert Lawrence, 


Moscona an adequate 


assistant music 
critic of the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
staff. The 29 year old conductor 


with a firm steady beat and a flair 
| for the dramatic, made a fast lively 
periormance of the Massenet opera 


although much of his cast was not 

perior talent vocally. Star, dra- 
matically and vocally was John 
Charles Thomas, whose exquisit 


| French diction and brilliant singit¥tg 
|; were of the highest order. 


William Hain and Helen Jepson 
were just adequate as Thais an 
Nicias, and the balance of the cast 

i shows e need of more rehearsals. 
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Pastor Plus Andrews Sock $82,000 
In N. Y.; Monroe, $22,500, Setting 


Newark Record, 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Charlie Barnet, Cleveland (Palace; 
8.700: 40-60-70)—With Jackie Cooper, 
Diosa Costello and ‘Invisible Agent’ 
(U). A whale of a bill, riding along 
for strong $25,000. 

Blue Barron, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome: 2.240; 17-25-28-38-44-55-66 )— 
With ‘The Big Street’ (RKO) and 
James Barton. Very steady at 
$14,000, band getting most of the 
¢redit for the draw. 

Cab Calloway, San _ Francisco 
(Golden Gate; 2,850; 44-55-75)—With 
‘The Big Street’ (RKO). Band tor- 
rid and receiving help from picture. 
Hitting great $37,000. 

Shep Fields, Omaha (Orpheum; 
8.000: 20-40-55-65)—With ‘Lady in 
Jam’ (U). Good $16,500 despite cold, 
rainy opening. Most of the draw 
credited to Fields’ band. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Portland (May- 
fair: 1,500; 35-40-60)—With ‘Sherlock 
Holmes, Voice of Terror’ (U). Nice 
$6,500, largely on the band’s appeal. 

Dick Jurgens, New York (Strand; 
2.756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) —- With 
‘Across Pacific’ (WB) on the screen. 
On the current and final (3d) week, 
gross standing up stoutly for about 
$38,000, while the second semester 
hit a bouncing $41,000. _ 

Lucky Millinder, Brooklyn (Fa- 
bian Fox; 4,023; 30-55-65)—With Ink 
Spots on stage, and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par) on screen. Headed for splen- 
did $25,000. 

Vaughn Monroe, Newark (Adams; 
1,950: 25-40-65-75-99 )—Teamed with 
‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col). Scaling 
new heights here with record-break- 
ing $22,500, and may top even that 
figure at present pace. Orch ac- 
counting for virtually entire draw. 

George Olsen, Los Angeles (Or- 
pheum; 2,200; 33-44-55-65) — With | 
*Not a Ladies’ Man’ (Col) and ‘Tomb- 
stone’ (Par) (2d run) on screen. Poor 
$11,000. Worst figure housé has had 
in some time, and second run feature 





and lightweight trio of stage acts 
chiefly responsible. 

Tony Pastor, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10)— 


With Andrews Sisters on _ stage, 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par) on screen. 
Draught of the Pastor band and the 
Andrews Sisters credited with count- 
ing very importantly as a b.o. com- 
plement for the picture, which got 
good notices: first week concluded 
last night (Tuesday) hit socko $82,- | 
000, second best non-New Year’s | 
week house has had under policy. | 

Louis Prima, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.768: 35-46-57-68-75)—Teamed with | 





+; 


Barnet 256, Cleve. 





Teagarden’s Retake 


St. Louis, Sept. 22. 
Announcement was made last 
week that Jack Teagarden, orch 
leader currently playing an engage- 
ment at the Casa Loma ballroom on 
the south side here, was secretly 
married a year ago to Mrs. Adeline 
Barriere Gault in Detroit. Mrs. 
Gault’s mother said legal complic 
tions arising from Teagarden’s sec- 
ond marriage recently necessitated 
an annulment of his marriage to 
Mrs. Gault, his third wife, in Los 
Axgeles. 
Then the couple obtained the li- 
cense for remarriage in Sioux Falls. 


James Registers 
Hershey Record: 


Herman’s $3,100 


(Estimates) 

Mitchell Ayres-Guy Ormandy 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, Sept. 
18-19). Ayres is known here and 
when teamed with local outfit drew 
2,000 Friday and 2,100 Saturday at 
75-65c for exceptional $2,870 gross. 


Ssm Donahue (Shubert T., New 
Haven, Conn., Sept. 20). First stop 
here for Donahue, plus vaude, 


brought fair 4,000 patrons at 75c top. 


Woody Herman (Tromar B., Des 
Moines, Sept. 19). Herman’s herd 
turned in the second best business 
ever at this spot. Rang up a solid 
3,100-person job at $1.10. 

Harry James (Hershey Park, 


Hershey, Pa., Sept. 19). Playing one 
of his infrequent one-nighters James 
clearly demonstrated the power in 


his name by playing to 5,953 dancers, 


a new record for this spot. He 
topped Jimmy Dorsey's old mark 
(5,812). At $1.10 top gross was ap- 


proximately $5,850. 

Gene Krupa (Arena, New Haven, 
Conn., Sept. 20). Rainy Sabbath 
didn’t help, but Krupa still did okay 
with $5,300 patrons at $1.10 top, with 
vaude. 

Boyd Raeburn (Totem 
Auburndale, Mass., Sept. 16-19). 
Raeburn is newcomer in these parts 


but after slow first two days week- | 


'end zoomed; 8,800 dancers in four 
days at $1.45 pair is close to pre- 
Zas rationing oOUSINeSS. Excellent 


Joe E. Lewis, Linda Ware and ‘Are 
Husbands (Par) on 
screen. Entire package faring sadly) 
at pallid $17,000. Only top name 
bands seem here. 


Necessary’ 


to click 

Alvino Rey, St. Louis (Ambassa- 
dor: 3,000; 40-50-60)—With ‘Through 
Different Eyes’ (20th) and King Sis- 
ters. Upped scale and first 
show at this house is helping 
combo to swell $19,000. 

Tommy Tucker, Chicago (Chicago; 


stage | 
this 


4.000: 35-55-75)—With Billy De 
Wolfe and ‘Orchestra Wives’ (20th). 
Good combo accounting for neat 
$40,000. 

Doc Wheeler, Boston (RKO Bos- 
ton: 3.200: 40-55-65-75-85)—With Bill 
Robinson, Ella Fitzgerald, Douglas 
Brothers, ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). 
Bill Robinson and Abbott and Cos- | 


tello are big draws here and aiming 


for great $36,000. 


Lincoln Expands Stand | 


For Harry James’ 28 Men 


Lincoln hotel, New York, will be- 
Zin enlarging its bandstand soon to 
accommodate Harry James’ orches- 
tra, which opens for a three-month 





stay Oct. 2. James’ crew is one of 
the largest in the biz, totalling 28 


people, including himself and vocal- 
ists. As it is now the Lincoln stand | 
won't hold many more than 16 or 17 
people comfortably and so it will be 
built out onto the dance floor. 


Mrs. Maria Kramer, owner of the 
hgstelry, is reported to have been 
offered $25,000 for James’ contract 
by Music Corp. of America, leader’s 
bookers, but no dice. She deems the 
exploitation value of James’ top 
position in the fleld worth more than 
that to the hotel. 





i} construction, it 


|}new hotel 
| government. 


of $6,380 


Oross 


NEW HOTEL STATLER JOB’ 


Looks Like Cavallero or Cugat Will 
Be Opening Band 


Washington, Sept. 22. 


It's between Carmen Cavallero and | 


Xavier Cugat as to who will play 
when the new Hotel Statler opens in 
December. Monster 
hostelry will 


new 
probably be 
who 


| post at hotel Willard, Sept. 15 


that 
the Statler 
purposes. However, 
the structure 
was necessary 
that 


rumors 


There are 
N take ove) 


Navy will 
military 
fire overtook 


{or 
when 
undet 
to get 
time it is said 


new steel At 


| priorities were granted with the un- 


that three floors of the 
would be available for the 
This would leave five 
floors for commercial operation. 

J. L. Hennesy, vice president of the 
Statler board of directors. said 
they’re wavering between two bands 


derstanding 
! 


mentioned above. The Colony and 
Embassy rooms, with a combined 
icapacity of 350. are adjoining and 


one band will play for both rooms. 

Band Carmen Cavallaro will open 
with at the Statler hotel, Detroit. 
Oct. 13 is a new outfit of 15 pieces. 
Cavallaro for some time has had 
ideas for increasing instrumentation 


to that number but always discarded | 


them before 
practice. 

His reason for upping the size of 
the outfit is supposed to be because 
major theatres couldn’t use only 
nine pieces to advantage. Beside be- 
ing lost on a pit the size of the Para- 
mount theatre, N. Y., the contrast 
between some of the top bands of 
the day would be too great 


they were put into 


16th street | 
managed | 


resigned | 
resigned | 


' 
Army and| 





On the Upbeat 


Ken Harris orch opened indefinite 
engagement Friday (18) at Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Howard Baum outfit. 











into 
for 


Stan Kenton band booked 
Aragon Ballroom, Pittsburgh, 
one-nighter Tuesday (29). 


Frank Andrini and his Argen- 
tinians opened Monday (21) at 
Seventh Avenue Hotel Lounge, Pitts- 
burgh, succeeding Harry Bigley and 
his Escorts. 





Cab Calloway orch pencilled into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week of 





Nov. 27. 
Jack Peck orch reopened Club 
Petite, Pittsburgh, last week after 


summer shutdown. 


Jack Egan, manager of the Alvino 
Rey orchestra, enlisted in the Coast 
Guard at Curtis Bay, Maryland. 


Eleanor Smith, with Ben Bernie 
for some time as his p.a., now on 


road with Bonnie Baker as singer's 
publicity woman and personal rep- 
resentative. 


June Robbins has joined Nat 
Brandwynne’s orchestra at Ritz Roof, 
Boston, where band closes Saturday 
(26) when roof shutters for season. 
Brandwynne opens at Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia, Oct. 1. 





Frances Wayne quit Charlie Bar- 
net to rejoin small outfit headed by 
her brother, Nick Jerret. 


Brad Gowans left Ray McKinley 
to take his trombone to Bill David- 
son’s band at Ken Club, Boston 





Don Gahan, who led band around 
Boston while ‘tudying at Harvard 
Law School, is now regional salvage 
director for Metropolitan Boston, 





Ruby Newman has taken charge of 
tn: newly-created School of Popular 
Music at the New England Con- 
servatory, Boston. 


Gene Dennis, Boston band leader, 


is now a buck private at Camp 
| Langdon, Portsmouth, N. H. 
| Roly Rogers’ featured female 


trumpeter, Joan Hunter, received a 
| four-year scholarship from the Bos- 
{ton University School of Music. 


Pole B., | 


Johnny Joyce, Jr., trumpeter and 


son of vet bandmaster, is taking 
'navy-bound Billy DuVal’s chair in 
|Lee Allen’s crew at Southern 
| Tavern, Cleveland 


Freddie Carlone, who broke up 
his band, becoming member of 
| Benny Bee’s outfit at Wonder Bar, 
| Cleveland, as sax-man, Recently in- 
}jured back in fall but now re- 


covered. 


Bob Strong orch reopened Lloyd 
| Myers’ Aragon ballroom, Cleveland, 


|Sunday (20) with touring band 
policy. Jimmy Richards slated foi 
Sept. 27. 

Napua, Hawalian dancer at New 
York’s Lexington hotel for seven 
sezsons, teamed up Monday (21) 
with Sam _ Koki’s Paradise Islanders 
| at intimate Eldorado Club, Cleve- 
|land. Succeeded Johnny Kaaihue’s 


Hawaiians, who. shifted to hotel 
Roosevelt's Fiesta Room, Pittsburgh 


Dick Jurgens penciled in for U. S. 
Army. Maestro is not accepting any 
engagements after Jan. 1. 


| Les Robinson, alto saxist, joins 
| Woody Herman's orchestra. He re- 
| places Jimmy Horvath, who shifts to 
; second chair replacing Skippy De- 
| oate, who leaves the band. 





Marion Hutton and Modernaires 
intend formmg a quartet for radio 
| after Glenn Miller’s band disbands 
i|next week. Chuck Goldstein, one of 
the Modernaires, will leave the group 
| however. 





Olsen’s U. Short 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
George Olsen is the latest name 
band to get a picture deal. 
His band will make a short at Uni- 
| versal. 





| 
| 
! 


Name Bands N.G. Sans Leaders 


All attempts to keep name bands operating after their leaders have 
enlisted or been inducted into the armed forces have failed and, ac. 
cording to bandmen, it’s not likely that any such attempt will ever 
be successful. To some it’s difficult to understand why outfits such 
as Wayne King’s, Orrin Tucker's, Glenn Miller's, Eddy Duchin’s, can- 
not continue, though the ability of the musicians, arrangements and 
all other factors that contributed to success are still present. 

Chief reason naturally is the loss of the personality on which the 
whole band is pegged—the guy with the name. Leaders spend years 
building up that name, on the air, on records, in pictures, etc., and 
when they’re removed the men they leave cannot earn enough, though 
they remain intact, to support operation on the same level. For ex. 
ample, Glenn Miller’s band; Tex Beneke could take over the combi- 
nation. He has had a buildup as a singer-star instrumentalist but, if 
he assumed command, the selling price of the combination would 
probably drop as much as 75%. 

The same applies to territorial bands which are only vaguely known 
outside their area. In that comparatively small sphere they're worth 
a certain amount, but as soon as the leader goes so does the band, 
unless they want to begin all over again building a new name, with 
all the hardships and struggle that goes with it. 

The final argument against any band continuing after the loss of its 
leader is that records, the strongest avenue of exploitation, are cur- 
rently closed to new names, even if fronting on established musical 
aggregation. Of course, recordings are now out themselves for the 
duration of the Petrillo edict. 


Bands at Hotel B. 0.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 














Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ges. Brown....+:«o: Meter (1000! TWheeB))...ccccccsccccece 1 4,700 4,700 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).......e.ceee. 21 800-13, 150 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)........ee0. 12 3,225 34,675 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........19 2,250 39,450 
Lani McIntire .., Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 32 1,850 48,450 
Glen Gray ...... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 10 2.550 21,850 
Jerry Wald ......Lincoln (2285: 75¢-$1).......cccoccse 24 950 17,250 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50). 
but should manage around 4,000 covers, 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Around 4,500. plenty good for 
this downtown site considering that many of the natives are getting used 
to getting along on less petrol. 


Chicago 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House: 600: $3-$3.50 min.). Griff 
Williams opened in mid-week at this smart room, enjoyed good opening 
night, attracting 3,000 for split week. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismark hotel: 300: $1-$2 min.). A favorite 
with this room’s customers, Joy brought in a neat 2,200 for the week. 

Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 800: $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
The incomparable Dorsey proving hottest attraction yet at this room: ropes 
up every night; brought in remarkable 8,100 people. 

Eddie Oliver (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min.). Helped 


Off with rest of the town 





by the lovely Jane Pickens, Oliver attracted a neat 1,900 to this class 
dining room. 

| Boston 

| Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel: 350: $1 cover) In 





it velfth week, Brandwynne continued to draw ’em in: 1.700 covers, despite 
| lateness of season One week to go, closing simultaneously with roof on 
| Saturday (26) Dinners also big 
| Basil Fomeen (Oval Room, Copiey Piaza: 300: $1 cover). Fomeen 
}opened Thursday (17) with Dorothy Lewis Ice Revue and accounted for 
| fine 1,035 covers in three days. Hildegarde with Ray Morton closed a 
| great six-week engagement with capacity business at dinner and strong 
supper trade for first three days of week, usually light nights, with 1,071 
covers e 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler: 450: $1 cover). Edwards 
continued merrily along in his thirteenth week with 865 covers ovet 
| Friday-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner biz likewise big. 
| ‘istiiaeainiais 
° ° 

Minneapolis 

Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace: Nicollet hotel: 550: $1-$1.50 min.) 
Eleventh week for Gelson (local) with three floor show acts—Carole & 
Sherod, Ross & West and Three Modelaires. Fair attendance at around 
450 nightly 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


Abe Lyman (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week) 


Feeling the slump 


and punching away for 18,500 admishes. Moves over to the Florentine 
Gardens a few blocks away Oct. 7 for 16-week stand 

Bob Chester (Casa Manana B, Culver City. Cal.. first week). Wobblv 
takeoff as he’s new and unknown out here so will have to be satisfied 


with less than 5,000 payees. 

Count Basie (Trianon B, Southgate, Cal., fifth week). Will post around 
8,000 stubs which is off previous weeks, but what spot isn’t? 

Johnny Richards (Casino B, Hollywood, sixth week). Profits mostly 
on the drop-in turnover but hardly past 3,000 with the bulge on the 
weekend. 

Ted Fio Rite (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, 11th week). Gets 
plenty of help from Nils Granlund’s floor revue and the Mills Bros. for 
a groovy 4,500. 





(Chicago) 

Buddy (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Gracie Fields at- 
tracting a tremendous business at this favorite nite rendezvous. bringing 
in 4,500 

Art Jarrett (Blackhawk; 500; $1.25 min.). Jarrett still doing very nicely 
after long stay, held biz to fine 3,000 this week. . 


Franklin 


(Minneapolis) 
Ada Leonard (Happy Hour; 600: no cover or min.). The only spot in 
town playing well known bands and ‘doing by far the biggest busines. 
Miss Leonard and her all-girl band a powerful magnet with attendance 





sOaring to an average of approximately 800 nightly 


including Sunday. 








ante ade) 
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e There's Always an Also-Ran 





It’s often questioned why, in a table of coin machine best selling 
records, two tunes will occupy widely separated niches when they're 
backed up On One recording. For example, in ‘Variety’s’ current best- 
seller list, ‘Idaho,’ by Benny Goodman, has been well up in the first 
10 for weeks, while “Take Me,’ which Goodman cut on the reverse 
side of the same platter, is down in the ‘gaining’ group. 
by some that since ‘Idaho’ is moving so must ‘Take Me’ since it is the 


companion piece, 


Unfortunately coin machine operators don’t look at it that way. 
When they want ‘Idaho’ they ask for it and when they want “Take Me.’ 


they ask for it separately. ‘Variety 


a platter is mostly responsible for sales. 
wears out on machines the majority of operators will ordinarily flip 
it over to take full advantage of the platter, which brings up ‘Take 


Me.’ 


It’s figured 


's’ listing is based on what side of 
Of course, when ‘Idaho’ 














Miller’s Airing Before Cuffo Audience 
Forces Him to Fulfil Theatre Date 








Glenn Miller has agreed to play 
four days of a scheduled week’s 
booking at the Central theatre, Pas- 
saic, N. J., opening Sept. 24. Miller 
tried to cancel the date entirely last 
week to take a two-week rest be- 
fore entering the Army Oct. 7, but 
the theatre’s operators threatened a 
suit for damages. It’s understood that 
the house also threatened to secure 
an injunction against Miller’s playing 
his last Chesterfield broadcast, which 
falls on the day he is to open the 
theatre. 

Now the leader is in a bad position 
with Chesterfield. Latter went ahead, 
after being told the Central was can- 
celled, and distributed tickets to the 
broadcast at CBS Playhouse in N. Y. 
Miller always does his commercial 
from the stage during a theatre book- 
ing and undoubtedly will have to do 
the one in question from the Central. 
He couldn't easily make it in to N. Y. 
from Passaic and back between 
shows. Which puts CBS and Ches- 
terfield in a spot, since the tickets 
are out, 

Thing that riled the Central’s op-| 
erators into forcing Miller to fullfil | 
his date for them was that last Feb-| 
ruary the leader begged out of play- | 
ing the house to go to the coast to} 
make a film. He then signed a con- 
tract for the week of Sept. 24, but 
wanted to cancel again when his 
Army commission came through. 

I, Robert Broder, attorney, handled 
the action for the Central theatre. 
He contended that Miller, inasmuch 
as he appeared free to play before a 
free theatre audience for Chester- 
field, was in the position to fulfill the 
theatre date. Central’s management 
agreed to cut the date to four days, |} 
figuring that Thursday, Friday, Satur- | 
day and Sunday are the best b.o. 
days anyhow. 











Former Band Name Now 
Assistant Hotel Manager 


Omaha, Sept. 22. 

Eddie Jungbluth, once a _ band 
name around Lincoln, and university 
circles, comes to Omaha Oct. 1 as 
assistant manager of the Blackstone 
hotel, one of the city’s top hostelries. 

Eddie Perrigo, once leader at the 
Orpheum theatre in the vaudeville 
days and later conductor of the Fre- 
mont, Neb., symphony orchestra, has 
gone over to station KFAB, Lincoln, 
aS production man. 





Guy Lombardo Cops Cup 


Cincinnati, Sept. 22. 

Guy Lombardo supplied the spec- 
tacular thrill of the 24th annual Ohio 
Valley Motor Boat Racing Associa- 
tion regatta on the Ohio River here 
Sunday (20). He won the 225-cubic- 
inch event with his Tempo V hydro- 
plane by grabbing two of the three 
heats. In annexing the Howard 
Sandman trophy in the third heat, 
he came from behind on the third 
lap to finish in front by two-tenths 
of a second. Officials termed it the 
most exciting and best race on the 
Ohio in years. 

Regatta was witnessed by several 
thousand persons. Receipts went to 
the Coast Guard Welfare Fund. 

Choppy water caused the sinking 
of four speedy hydroplanes and dam- 
age to a dozen others. It was Lom- 
bardo’s first try on the Ohio and he 
Piloted his boat without mishap. His 
orchestra opened a 13-day engage- 
ment Saturday (19) at Beverly Hills, 





vt 





nearby Kentucky nitery. 


Marcia Rice From WTAG 


Joins Sam Donahue 


Worcester, Sept. 22. 

When Sam Donahue’s orchestra 
left here last week after three-day 
engagement at Plymouth, he took 
with him Marcia Rice, blues war- 
bler of WTAG for past year. She 
will be vocalist. Besides singing with 
WTAG studio band, Miss Rice was 
heard in two special programs. 

She was formerly with Fenton 
Bros. orchestra. 


ARMY SHIPS 
SPECIAL JAZZ 
DISCS 











The War Department has under- | 
taken the manufacture of a special | 
catalog of dance band records for'| 


Sai ae 
distribution among its fighting forces | 


all over the world. Practically every | 
major name unit in the country will 
be represented eventually in the) 
project, 

Each record will open with a few| 
words of greeting by the band’s} 
maestro and the four or five num- | 
bers that follow will have been! 
dubbed from the orchestra’s out-| 
standing disc successes. There will | 
be about 6,000 pressings made of 
each of these 12-inch jobs. 


celled his 


'a half to complete. 


P 
Fischer Mulls New Show | 
As ‘Priorities’ Successor | 
Clifford C, Fischer is mulling a 


future setup to follow his current | 
‘Priorities’ vaude revue on Broad- 
way. 


Would headline Dinah Shore, The 
Hartmans and Walter O’Keefe. 


BOB ALLEN WINS 
PENN HOTEL JOB 


| 

Bob Allen’s orchestra won the nod 
Over a group of other bands hot 
after the assignment to take+:Glenn 
Miller’s place at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N. Y. Allen opens Oct. 5 for 
six weeks, with options. Miller can- 
contract to enter the 
Army. He goes in Oct. 7. 

When it became known that 
Miller was to bow out of the Penn 
assignment, all of the major band 
agencies hopped into the contest to 
come up with a replacement band. 
General Amusement, which has had 
an exclusive on the Penn for sev- 
eral years, offered Allen and Sonny 
Dunham; Music Corp. of America 
submitted Jan Savitt, Shep Fields, 
Charlie Barnet and Russ Morgan; 
William Morris agency offered Hal 
McIntyre and Ray McKinley, and 
Consolidated Radio Artists proposed 
Tony Pastor. 

Allen, currently at the Roseland 
Ballroom, N. Y., had to give that 
spot a contract for future services 
before he could get out. Roseland 
had already picked up an option for 
a second four weeks and had an op- 
tion on the band for four more. In 
order to get out, Allen promised the 
spot 12 weeks within the next two 
years. 

Allen’s opposition in various major 
spots will be Benny Goodman at the 
New Yorker; Vaughn Monroe at 
Commodore; Harry James at the 
Lincoln; Les Brown, and whoever 
follows, at the Astor; Tommy 
Tucker, then Sammy Kaye at the 
Essex House. 




















Frank Sinatra Begins | 
Own CBS Series Oct. 6 


Frank Sinatra, ex-vocalist with 
Tommy Dorsey’s band, begins a 
series of sustaining broadcasts on 
CBS either Oct. 6 or 8. Exact num- 
ber of shows he'll do weekly isn’t 
definite. 

Sinatra has spent the last few 
weeks since leaving Dorsey (Sept. 3) 
in California. He made a film for 
Columbia during that time, a short 
sequence which took only a day and 





Band Routing Difficulties Itemized 
For Lt. Col. Marvin Young's Action 





New Band Spot 


Fort Worth, Sept. 22 

Dance bands will be brought here 
during the coming winter season t 
George T. Smith, who for several 
years has operated Casino Park, 
Like Worth night spot, and who has 
jus. taken over the 400 Club with 
the announcement that it will be 
opened Oct. 1 after remodeling. 

White floor shows will réplace co‘- 
ored entertainers used by the former 
proprietors. 


SAY 3 BANDMEN 
‘CORRUPTED’ 
MINORS 


San Francisco, Sept. 22. 

Three members of Ran Wilde’s 
orch were arrested here on charges 
of contributing to delinquency of 12 
and 13-year-old girls. The grand 
jury immediately launched an in- 
vestigation of hotels and bars the 
young girls frequented with the men. 

The musicians, with whom the 
girls told police they had intimate 
relations over a period of weeks, 
after being set up in rooms in the 
Sir Francis Drake hotel, where the 
band is playing, are Elmo Cozza, 
William Shore and Orta E. Bull. 
Police said the girls, runaways from 
Oregon, were picked up in the hotel 
bar by the musicians. 

















| Zimmers, Top Sax Player, 


Killed in Solomons 


Tony Zimmers, known 
tenor sax player, was killed in ac- 





widely 


| tion with the U. S. Marines in the 


Solomon Islands recently. He’s the 
first outstanding musician to die in 
service. He volunteered with the 


| Merines more than a year ago, after 


his wife died 
N. Y. hotel. 

Zimmers played at various times 
vith some of the best bands in this 
country, among them Artie Shaw 
and Larry Clinton. 


in a plunge from a 











seem 

















ts Strietly for 
Bands and Talent 


..- because it’s 


“Strietly for the Buyers” 





» « « The special Band-Talent issue covering the 


‘money’ fields soon to be published by ‘Variety’ 


».. A valuable reference guide . . . an exceptional 


advertising buy.... 


» + Make your space reservations NOW 


In New York at 154 West 46th Street 
In Chicago at 54 West Randolph Street 
In Hollywood at 1708 No. Vine Street 
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A committee of band bookers, 
| which has worked in conjunction 
| with USO-Camp Shows, Ine., for 
| months in scheduling army camp 
performances by various bands, has 
| completed drafting a letter outlining 
| the needs of the business which 
|} would enable an increase in the num- 
ber camp dates played. Few weeks 
ago Lt. Col. Marvin Young, of Army 
Morale, attended one of the weekly 
sessions at the USO to complain 
that the assignment of dates wasn't 
being handled properly, that camps 
nearest metropolitan centers and 
easy to get to were drawing the 
majority of playdates while hinter- 
land camps were being neglected. 

It was explained to the officer that 
bandleaders and bookers had no 
choice in the matter. Camp assign- 
ments have fallen off except in areas 
closest to regular train routes be- 
cause the difficulties of road travel 
make it impossible to play them. Lt. 
Col. Young then asked that the com- 
mittee list the requirements for full 
coverage of training centers. This 
has been done, but none of the de- 
tails are known. 


Three From KSL 
Hope For War 
Relations Jobs 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 22. 

KSL staff undergoes more changes 
due to war losses with Gene Halli- 
day, organist, and Harry Clark, solo« 
ist, volunteering for the Marines, and 
Ted Kimball, staff announcer and 
Farm Director, entering the Naval 
Training School at San Diego. 

Like many another radio man, 
these three KSL staffers hope to be 
assigned to work in the Public Re- 
lations department. 


TED LEWIS LAUNCHES 
HOUSTON COLISEUM 


Houston, Sept. 22. 

Ted Lewis and his Rhythm Melody 
Revue has been booked for the Sam 
Houston Coliseurn for Oct. 9, to open 
the season for the newly organized 
World Amusements, Inc. 

The World Amusements, Inc., was 
organized by Robert H. Martin, Binz 
J. Settegast, Verle C. Witham, Hous- 
ton lawyers, and Charles F. Hanson, 
insurance executive. They have 














Signed a contract with the Music 
Corporation of America to present 


one production a month during the 
season, at the Coliseum. 

Lewis will play for a dance in the 
Coliseum, sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Legion, following the revue. 





Harry Weinstein Now ’ 
Benny Goodman’s Mgr. 


Harry Weinstein, ex-manager of 


Abe Lyman’s orchestra, assumes 
management of Benny Goodman's 
band this week, replacing Will Row 
lend, who bowed out after almost 
two years. While Weinste starts 
work for Goodman this week, he 
wil. not go out to meet the band. 
He stays in N. Y. until Goodman 


gets in around Oct. 1 to open at 


* y , 1 1 
the New Yorker hotel 


Weinstein and Lyman split about 
Six months ago, breaking up a 


frendship of over 20 years and a 
business association of about 15 
years. Ribbing session that blos- 
somed into a fist fight between the 
two brought on the breakup. 





Gooc -an Camping Out 
Hollywood, Sept. 22. 

Benny Goodman and his orchestra 
are filling his Army camp dates on 
east-to-west trek 
completion of their musical 
in the Charles R. Rogers picture, 
‘The Powers Girl.’ 

Leader and his musicians are due 
to open an extended stay at the 
'Hetel New Yorker Oct. 9. 


their following 


chore 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


G VI I r e} tl Arn i week ‘he repo Oct. 7) 
starte 1 floo if 1 1 i N York concerni the ! ent 
induce ‘ oO i lea i zen othe leade W é 
nat be il vitho >x( tion eat candidate 
Lo! ervice no ar! yur ol ch CKING l 1 find yrie h »> naa i : 
tior or ordei 

However, two more leaders did join up withi the past week, both 
unexpected Clyde McCoy joined the Nav in Chicago, heade 1 for Great 
Lakes Training Station, and Emery Deutsch was sworn in as chief petty 
officer of the Maritime Service of the War Shipping Administratioi 

Claude Thornhill reported yesterday (Tues.) for a pre-induction phys- 
ical. His orders had been W1 lely known previou iv, howeve1 


Harry James, a rabid baseball fan, has ideas of forming a ball team of 
members of his band next season and scheduling games with semi-pro 
teams in various parts of the country, wherever his outfit will be booked. 


His men play either softball or hardball and they're rated the champs of | 


the band business 

Sunday (20) afternoon James split his outfit into two teams and put on 
a game at Hershey, Pa. Night before they had played for dancing at 
Hershey Park, drawing almost 6,000 people. Lure on the diamond wasn't 
near as strong, however, since the gallery totaled only four curious spec- 
tators. 

Despite James C. Petrillo’s ban against A. F. M. musicians making 
records and transcriptions RCA Victor last week renewed Barry Wood's 
contract. New agreement is for two years and promises the Hit Parade 
singer nothing. It simply keeps him tied to Victor in the event the record 
Situation is solved in the future. 

While Petrillo’s ban doesn’t prevent singers from making records with 
vocal instead of musical background, it applies in Wood’s case. He's a 
member of the A, F. M. having been a saxophone tooter before becoming 
prominent as a singer, 








Sammy Kaye begins a bond selling campaign of his own while on his 
current theatre tour prior to opening at the Essex House, N. Y., Oct. 29. 
Kaye has arranged to step in on recorded programs occupying time on 
outlets in the cities he will play, and make pleas for bond purchases. He 
will take orders himself over the phone. 

Leader got the idea after being a guest order-taker on Dick Gilbert’s 
platter program on WHN, N. Y., few weeks back. 





Bill Wyrick, who used to be first sax in the Don Pablo orchestra is now 
Rie: Lieutenant at Camp Stewart, Ga., and head man of five full- 
edged bands as well as two drum and bugle corps. 





Commission Ruling De 't Favor 
Small Orchestras as Was Hoped 


REQUEST DENIED 


Amateur 
Record Despite A.F.M, Situation 


Songwriters 


Wanted to 


Pr S¢ »2 

A reque i ion i! e 
wiowe to tran be a mg written 
i e Ur ed War Fund Campa!g! 

Providence. was refused by the 
A can I lera o! Mu icians, | 
iccording to Frank Weston, Co- | 
writer of the song with Ben Kaplan, | 


Bt. Weston, who 
is also publicity director for the 
Urited war Fund, wrote to Vincent 
Cestronovo, president of the Provi- 


dence local which replied that ‘con- | 


} 


sidering the present litigation, no re- 

qvests of this kind can be granted.’ 
The song was written at the re- 

quest of the United War Fund whose 

November drive this year is intended 

't> finance State-wide civilian wel- 

| fare and community service to men 
in the armed forces. 





ROXY, N. Y., IS 


UNBOOKED FOR 
BAND START 


The Roxy theatre, New York, still 
hasn’t signed a band to open its name 
band policy, which gets underway 
either Dec. 4 or 11. Deal with Guy 





both parties but had to be cancelled 


impossible to double between the 
theatre and the Roosevelt hotel, N.Y., 
to which he returns next month. 
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Lower priced bands who thoudht | 
that they were going to have things 
easier since the AFM put into effect | 
(Sept. 15) its new rule ordering | 
booking agencies to compute com- | 


Clue to a Song Hit? 


The Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation has finally been glori- 
fied by Tin Pan Alley. The title 
of the song is ‘The FBI’ and the 
writer is Artells Dixon. 


missions from the net rather than 
gross, are being disappointed. In 


many instances agencies have asked | Peer International is the pub- 
for and received new contracts with 

hy ite tegbr agees lisher 
the $250-$600-a-night outfits call- 








ing for the full AFM commission 
limits of 20 on one-nighters and 
15 in theatres where the band’s 
salary is more than double scale. 

Prior to the effect of this rule, | 


WICHITA’S FALL POLICY 


Names Set—Also has Midnight to 


vency > > tives , x + | z : ‘ 
gency executive have pointed ut, | Four A.M. Session 
many of the smaller bands were | 
Paying 15 on oOne-nighters and 


Wichita, Sept. 22. 


10 for the: tres These concessions 


could be afforded they say because Don 


Bestor’s orchestra which | 
top bracket outfits more than made} opened at Blue Moon Friday night | 
up the difference between the com-! heads name bands to play dance spot 
mission limit the AFM allows and|during fall season John Dotson, 
what the smallies were paying. | manager, has Joe Venuti, Lou Breese, 


Briefly, it means that some lower | Jen Savitt, Chuck Foster and Tommy 
price orchestras are now earning! Reynolds to follow. Savitt and Foster 
less because the increase to full| have played here before but it will 
AFM commission limit more than | be first time for other three bands. 


makes up what the booking office | Blue Moon has also established | 


may lose by being paid commission | regular ‘Swingshifter’s’ dance from 
On the net, that is after transporta- | 12 midnight to 4 a.m. on Monday 
tion, taxes, etc., are deducted. nights 




















DACITA 


APPEARING WITH 


THE PAN-AMERICANS 


RAINBOW ROOM 


ROCKEFELLER CENTER 
NEW YORK 


A New Rhumba Orchestra Combination With 


An Accent on Showmanship 


Grateful Acknowledgment to Mr. JOHN ROY 











Negotiations were on for a time 
also with Tommy Tucker, who re- 
cently secured a release from a com- 
mitment to play the opposition Para- 
mount theatre 


long run of ‘Holiday Inn.’ 


billing. 





house. 


Strand property. Contract 


Lombardo had been agreed to by 


because Lombardo found it would be 


because the Par’s 
schedule has been jammed up by the} 
Tucker | 
turned down an offer from the Roxy; 
theatre wanted to put him in with| 
Carmen Miranda, latter getting top 


Jimmy Dorsey, along with other 
top bands, was made an offer by the} 
However, he will remain a| 
which | 








] 


| 
| 


| brings him into the house over Xmas} 
}and New Year’s calls for $12,500] 


weekly the initial two weeks, grad- 
| uating thereafter. With standbys the 
| band will cost the house more than 
| $14,000 


CAPT. DICK BELLEW, 





ing his orchestra in Boston after re- 
| ceiving an honorable discharge from 
| the Army. Bellew volunteered for 
|service, was sent to China, was 
| wounded in front line action which 
}earned him a promotion to Captain, 
and latér shipped home because of 
the injury. 

Bellew’s band had been batonned 
|in his absence by Georgia Hutton, 
formerly vocalist with the group, 
}and he will now resume leadership. 


Band Bookings 


Bob Allen, Oct. 5. six weeks, Penn- 
sylvania H., New York 

Mitchell Ayres, Sept. 28, two 
weeks, Palomar B., Norfolk, Va.: 
Oct. 13-15, Capitol T., Williamsport, 
| Pa. 
| Lou Breese, Oct. 3, Skylon B., 
|Sioux City, Ia; 4, Chermot B,., 
| Omaha; 6, party, Rauenna, Neb.; 9- 
| 15, Blue Moon, Wichita, Kan. 
| Benny Carter, Oct. 6, Dreamland. 
|Little Rock, Ark.; 8, Downbeat 
| Room, Tulsa, Okla.: 16, four weeks, 
| Rainbo Rendvu. Salt Lake City. 


Sonny Dunham, Oct. 10, Lakeside 
| Park, Dayton, O.; 12, three weeks, 
| Roosevelt H., Washington, D. C. 

| Chuck Foster, Oct. 2, Danceland., 
|Cedar Rapids, Ia.; 3, Hub B., Edel- 
| stein, Il; 4, two weeks, Gingham 
| Gardens, Springfield, Ill.; 20, Arkota 
| B., Sioux Falls, 8. D. 

| Glen Gray, Oct. 4, Ritz B., Bridge- 
| port, Conn.; 6, Valencia B., York, Pa.: 
| 8, week, Palace T., Albany; 16, week, 
| Stanley T., Pittsburgh. 

| Clyde Lucas, Oct. 1, Faust H. 
| Rockford, fl.; 4, Orpheum T., Spring- 





' 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


HURT, OUT OF WAR 


Capt. Dick Bellew is again front- | 


|T., Boston; 11, Ritz B. Brigdeport, 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety,’ Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the list ngs 
and respective publishers.) 





= , { Abe Lyman... Bluebird 

31! >r Ings ) Sh: Ir¢ @eOeeereeeereee . aoe oe iaedaan 

1. Silver Wings (8) (Shapiro) | Kay Kyser........Columbia 
, Andrews Sisters ece: 

2. Strip Polka (6) (Mercer) sescecscceeess ) Andrews Sisters.:......Decca 


} Johnny Mercer ‘tee. cee tol 


3. Gal In Kalamazoo (5) (BVC).......... ) Glenn Miller.........Victor 


) Jimmy Dorsey.,...... Decca 

’ . { Bing Crosby .., ...Dece: 

. Be Careful, My Heart (6) (Berlin)..... : _—s seers. - Decca 
4. Be Careful, My Heart (6) (Berlin | Charlie Spivak ...Columbia 
5. Just Though You're Here (4) (Yankee). }Tommy Dorsey ......Victor 


} Inkspots eccces LeCCa 


{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


Miu aunti ‘ ,) 
6 My Devotion (4) (Santly)..ccccessceeeee | Vaughn Monroe. ..... Victor 
” { Benny Goodman .Columbi 
c s ) e@eeeeeeeeeeerrerreenne . a 
7. Idaho (10) (Mills). ) Alvino Rey ....... Bluebird 
8. He’s My Guy (2) (Leeds). .cc.c.sescsee ) Harry James. .....Columbia 


1 Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
{Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
(Charlie Spivak....Columbia 


: esate { Jimmy Dorsey........Decea 
10. Wonder When Baby (6) (Crawford).... ) Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


9. Stage Door Canteen (2) (Army)....... 


Tunes with 


{Sammy Kaye .,......Victor 
\King Sisters ........Victor 
{ Guy Lombardo ,.....Decca 
) Mills Brothers ,.......Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey ,......Decca 
) Kay Kyser ........Columbia 
{ Bing Crosby..........Decca 
|Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
{ Vaughn Monroe,.....Victor 
) Shep Fields........Bluebird 
{Ella Fitzgerald .,....Decca 
*?) Vaughn Monroe ,....Victor 


{ Ray Noble ........Columbia 
) Dick Stabile .........Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
) Benny Goodman. .Columbia 


I Came to Talk for Joe (Shapiro).......... 
Met Her on Monday (ABC). .ccsceessessues 
Every Night About This Time (Warock)... 
mor i TERA CAI in 6ic 6600s 6 6eddessesen 
When Lights Go On Again (CLP)......... 


All I Need Is You (10) (Miller).......... 


By Light Silvery Moon (6) (Remick)...... 


SOO Bee CW 2s skies cweentecescss 


} Bing Crosby os600.e+. Decca 
) Dinah Shore.,... ooee Victor 


{ Merry Macs 


Conchita. Lopez (Famous)....... 


eoecee eOCCE 


Strawberry Moon (Witmark) .........s.06 ; 

° ‘ — % | Dick Robertson ,......Decca 
3 , { Jimmy Dorsey coos Wwecca 
Manhattan Serenade (Robbins) ............ vr : =e 
1Tommy Dorsey ,..... Victor 
ss {Glenn Miller ........ Victor 

WE Gee CIOS ccindcdcewtevvnsecss1taxesds ‘ 
Columbia 


) Charlie Spivak .. 





Ill.; 9-11, Grand T., Evansville, Ind.;| to Bernie Cummins’ orch, which 
17, Castle Farms, Cincinnati, |} closes vaude tour to open run Fri- 
Woody Herman, Oct. 2, Riverside | day (25) in Bronze Room, Cleveland, 
T., Milwaukee; 9, four weeks, Sher- 
man H., Chicago, 
Carl Hoff, Oct. 2, four weeks, 
Roseland B., New York. 
Louis Jordan, Oct. 2, four weeks, 
Riviera, Columbus. 
Stan Kenton, Oct. 2, week, Boston 


field, Ill; 7, Colony Club, McClure, | Adrene Holland, vocalist, added 
| 








The World’s Greatest 
Vibraharpist and Drummer 


| 
| = 
| 
| 


Conn.; 12-14, 
cester, Mass.: 
T., New York. 

Leonard Keller, Sept. 23, 25-27, | 
Greystone B., Detroit. 

Johnny Long, Oct. 8, week, Cen- | 
tral T., Passaic, N. J.; 16, George F. | 
Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 17, 
Manhattan Center, N. Y. 

Will Osborne, Oct. 2, week, Palace 
T., Cleveland; 15, week Central T., 16 MEN OF MUSIC 
Passaie, N. J. e 

Joe Venuti, Oct. 8, week, Blue 


Plymouth T., Wor- 
16, two weeks, Strand 


— 





and His 


ae agy VOCALS 
Moon, Wichita, Kan. RUBEL BLAKELY 
Jerry Wald, Oct. 2, Brookline C.C., . 


Philadelphia; 3, Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa.; 4, Shubert T., New Haven; 
7-8, Poli T., Waterbury, Conn.; 9, 
week, Boston T., Boston. 

Charlie Spivak, Oot. 2, Buffalo T., 
Buffalo; 9, Waldemere Park, Erie, 
Pa.; 10, Sports Arena, Rochester, 
ae F. 11, County Center, White wii CONCLUDED 4 
Plains, N. Y.; 12-14, Lyric T., Bridge- S CASA MANANA 


port, or 16, Masonig Temple, bad 

Scranton, Pa.; 17, Brookline C. C., 

Philadelphia; 18, Arena, Trenton, DECCA RECORDS 

N. J.; 20, Valencia B., York, Pa.; EXCLUSIVELY 

21, Empire B., Allentown, Pa.; 22, 

week, Central T., Passaig, N. J.; 29- ” 

Nov. 1, State T., Hartford, Conn, p 1M 

» nee Thornhiil, Oct. 2, berg ah areas anagement: 

. Dayton, O.; 16, week, Palace T., JOE 

Cleveland; 28% Poli T, Waterbury, | 30 R washing E he bees 

i ockefaller 07a, 


Conn.; 30, weék, Earle T,, Philadel- | 
phia, 


CURRENTLY 
ORPHEUM 


LOS ANGELES 
WEEK, SEPT. 23 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Music publishers cite the sheet sales careers of such current tunes as 
‘This Is Worth Fighting For’ and ‘When the Lights Go on Again’ as tend- 
jing to show once again that in this war the American people, notwith- 
standing the wishes of the Office of War Information, prefer to vocalize 
on themes dealing with post-war fancies as against fighting songs. Re- 
garded in the business as one of the best fighting tunes published to date, 
‘Worth,’ after weeks of heavy plugging, has failed to make any substantial 
headway at music counters, whereas ‘Lights’ gives indication of becoming 
a major best seller. 

Kay Kyser’s ‘Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition’ recording of 
the ‘correct’ war song which Frank Loesser authored, is a rousing ditto 
and spiritedly done by the No. 1 Lucky Strike ciggie seller on the air. 
The now historic phrase, coined by a chaplain in action in Bataan, has 
been turned into a dandy ditty by Loesser (Farnous Music) and the OWI 
has seen fit to endorse the number, 





Two transcribed music libraries have been contracted for the radio 
division of the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs. One 
library is the Lang-Worth and the other Muzak. Ten copies of the latter 
have been acquired. 

Lang-Worth pact, providing for a minimum of two hours of E. T.d tunes 
monthly, is for use in making up shows in this country for airing via short- 
wave to Latin America, or for transcriptions to be aired by longwave 
local stations there. Muzak libraries will be sent to CIAA reps in 10 
S. A. cities to aid them in preparing shows for local consumption. Muzak 
setups provide 90 hours of music and 3,000 different tunes. They are on 
360 sides of 331/3 r.p.m. dises. They’re being shipped to Rio, Santiago; 
Mexico City, Montevideo; Bogota, Columbia; Guatemala City, Guatemala; 
Caracas, Venezuela; Havana and Lima. 


In his zeal to sell War Bonds on the Make-Believe-Ballroom record pro- 
gram on WNEW, N. Y., last week, Martin Block put himself out on a 
limb from which RCA-Victor is now rescuing him. Block played a new 
Bluebird platter by Spike Jones titled ‘Der Feuhrer’s Face’ and announced 
that every listener who purchased a $50 War Bond would receive a copy 
free. 

Since the disc promises to be a best-seller Block was snowed under by 
a total of $31,000 worth of bids for bonds, which equalled some 500 re- 
cordings. Then came the hitch. Nowhere could that many copies of the 
thing be found. Most record companies have cut first-pressings to a mini- 
mum. However, RCA is now doing a special pressing job for Block, the 
cost of which he will bear. 


Jack Kapp’s credo of long standing, that many an artist’s intrepretation 
can make a song—old or young—was proved anew in the case of the 


Merry Macs’ version of ‘Jingle Jangle.’ In this instance, of course, the 
Paramount filmusical excerpt, from a rather obscure outdoors picture 
(‘Forest Rangers’), happened to have achieved subsequent success, but as 


far back as last January, when Kapp was west on one of his periodic 
recording junkets to contact talent and his offices, he first heard the tune, 
then authors Frank Loesser and Joseph Lilly played it for him. The Decca 
prexy assigned the Merry Macs to record it, and then held ‘Jangle’ back 
for five months until the right moment for better merchandising It’s 
since proved a best seller. nearly 300,000 platters. 

‘Gertrude Niesen’s Torch Hour Song Folio’ is the result of that 
stress’ predilection for 2 a.m. torch chanting. Robbins has just issued the 
folio of 20 numbers including ‘Temptation,’ ‘If I Had You,’ ‘That Old Feel- 
ing,’ ‘I Got It Bad.’ ‘I'm Thru With Love,’ ‘Blue Moon,’ et al. 

‘Dinah Shore’s Favorite Songs’ is another forthcoming folio culled from 


sOng- 


the Robbins-Feist-Miller catalogs, and Carman Cavallaro’s ‘Show Time 
Album’ is also due under Robbins’ imprint. This is an arrangement of 
outstanding show hits. 

Bregman-Vocco-Conn established a record last Friday (13) when it 


wound up a week’s exploitation drive on the score of ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
(20th) by copping No. 1 and No. 2 spots of the ‘most played’ compilation. 
The tunes were ‘Got a Gal in Kalamazoo’ and ‘Serenade in Blue,’ “respec- 
tively. The firm had decided to concentrate equal attention of each of the 
two numbers from the picture 

Dr. John Gray Peatman, of the College of City of New York and head 
of the Office of Research (Radio Division), is doing the chapter on Radio 
and Popular Music for the ‘Radio Research, 1942’ book which Duell, 
Pearce & Sloan is publishing next winte) It's a sequel to 1941 
edition, both edited by Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld of Columbia University Re- 
search Bureau of CBS) and Dr. Frank Stanton, CBS v.p. 


their 


(also 


NBC Siindav 
a weunda 


over NE after- 


Jack Joy, musical director of the Army Hout 
noons, is reported to have ‘one of the best plans for the proper exploita- 
tion of patriotic and war songs, which we are seriously considering, States 
William B. Lewis. OWI chief of radio. Its details will be divulged in due 
time. 


Robbins’ ‘Victory Song Book,’ which sold over 100,000 copies the first 


month of publication, has prompted this organization to rush publication | 


Band Book’ will 


of a ‘Victory Band Book,’ released this fall. ‘Victory 
‘You're In the 


contain ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ ‘Over There,’ ‘Marine’s Hymn, 
Army Now,’ etc. 


The Charlton Publishing Co., which puts out the lyric mag, ‘Big Book.’ 
has obtained an excluswe contract for such rights from the Warner Bros 
group. Charlton has a similar agreement with the Robbins group 

Millis Music, Inc.. has revamped a hit of the last World W At that 
time it published ‘Just a Baby's Prayer at Twilight.’ The new é oO! 
is ‘Just a Soldier’s Prayer at Twilight.’ 





substan- 
ial period if the conservation of 


yudcIcIoOUsSILY 





Perhaps I should say for a 


. Tube Scarcity | 


ceiemmeere 


materials is practiced 
However, there 1s question 
+ > 
| mark, that is, the WPB 
to make tubes available indefinitely 
requirements are great 


our iz 


ability of 








Continued from page 4 od 


making tubes available indefinitely. | 
This is the opinion of Chairman | Military 
James L,. Fly of the Federal Com- The problem of manpower in the 
munications Commission, who die-| eomumeniantions industry is receiv- 
Cussed last week the two serious | jng the Commission’s consideration 
problems facing the radio industry, |} the chairman said. A questionnaire 
first, the continuing of broadcasting | covering this field, he pointed out 
service in terms of necessary equip- | was sent out by the Board of War 
ment and, second, manpower gener- Communications to all companies 
ally in the communications industry. | including wire, radio and the com- 

‘Needless to say, tubes are con-} munications companies in general, 
Sumable and in substantial quanti- | and information received is being 
Hes and there is the crux of a pretty | broken down and will be referred to 


serious problem,’ the FCC chairman | the respective committees of the 
Stated. ‘However, it ought to be | BWC for their advice and recom- 
made clear that up to the present | mendations. 


The problem of posible shortage 
of manpower, the posibilities of re- 


time the WPB has been able to 
Supply all stations with the neces- 


Sary tubes. I think there is no} cruiting, the various training pro- 

: : . . ~ , 
doubt from informa] information | grams existing and those that may 
vhich we have that they can con- | be possible will be given considera- 


tion, Chairman Fly said 


nue to do that for a limited period. 


wiDo MUSSO ABANDONS 
HIS OWN ORCHESTRA 


| Vido Musso is scrapping the band 
he recently took over after the 
death of Bunny Berigan, and joins 
|; Woody Herman’s orchestra as a 
|sideman. He plays tenor sax. 
Musso will continue with his out- 
fit until the close of his current Ar- 
|cadia Ballroom, New York, engage- 
iment and steps into Herman’s band 
Oct. 9 at the Sherman hotel, Chicago. 


MEX CONSIDERS 
SAFEGUARDING 
ROYALTIES 


Mexico City, Sept. 15. 

Contending that many Mexican 
composers, especially the unorgan- 
ized small timers and beginners who 
deal with folk and popular music, 
a‘e only too often victimized by un- 
scrupulous foreign concerns, Senator 
Garcia has presented a bill to the 
Senate that is intended to protect 
these writers by fully providing 
copyrighted coverage. The Senate is 
expected to act on the bill soon, after 
which it will go to President Manuel 
Avila Camacho for approval. 


Sen. Ga-scia charged that novice 
Mexican composers are frequently 
victimized by foreign firms that use 
their compositions without the writ- 
els receiving royalties. Bill provides 
that this situation be fixed up by 
tightening the music and song copy- 
right law in Mexico and the Mexican 
go ernment arranging reciprocal 
treaties with other countries for such 
protection. 














Payroll Traffic 
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oe nc em 
WIP’s ‘Dawn Patrol,’ left last week 
to join the staff of WHN, New | 
York. 
Chicago. Bill Evans, formerly 
with WTMJ in Milwaukee, has 


joined the announcing staff of WJJD. 

Clifton Utley returns as commen- 
tutor to the Skelly Oil Co. news pro- 
| grems for 13 weeks over NBC Mon. 
thru Fri. at 7 am. CWT. Alex 
| Dreier, heard on the Skelly pro- 
grams since June 22, goes to London 
ty» replace NBC Commentator Robert 
C John for 13 weeks 

W. J. McEdwards, member of 
WMAQ'’s spot sales dept., has been 
appointed to the NBC network sales 
staff, succeeding Frank O’Leary, who 
leaves for duty as a lieutenant in 


the U. S. Navy Louis E. Tilden, 
former sales rep. of the NBC Inter- 
netional division, succeeds McEd- 
aras 
iaceibiueens 
Spartanburg, S. €.—J. W. Kirk- | 


patrick, WSPA-WORD 
executive, and W. J. Ratcliffe, WORD 


manager, named radio public rela- 


tions directors for S. C. wap salvage 
| drive. 
| Schenectady.— Carlton Greene 


|reader of poetry on WGY’s ‘Dream- 
ing Time’ has been commissioned a 
flieutenant in the Naval Reserve 
Wilbur Morrison, formerly of WGY's 


new and announcing § staff. h 
aduated as a lieutenant | 
he Army Air Corps. 


Al Bramsteadt 
KFAR, Fairba! 
KSFO ncing 


San Francisco 
aow!l from 
Alaska, to 
Staff 

Frank 


stude, 


Join annou 


Cady forme! Stanford 
named nnouncer at KYA 
Vern Wilson stepped up 
chief announcer, replacing Clai 
Leisure, now on KQW payroll 
Jack Quinn, announcer-technician 
at KJBS, resigned to join engineer- 


while 


ence 


ing staff of short waver KGEI. 

Dave Williamson, formerly auto- 
mobile editor, Frisco News, and 
more recently with KSFO, joined 
KYA sales staff 


Jack Irving shifted from KQW to 


berth of announcer and continuity 


writer at KJBS 
Boston.— William L. Mezger, for- 
;mer program director at WSAM, 


Saginaw, Mich., has joined WEEI 
production department, replacing Jay 
| Wesley, who is now with OWI, New 
York City. 

Doris Tirrell, 
music } 


WEEI 
ibrarian as well. 


r ‘ 
} now 


commercial | 


organist " 


i 


Musician Will Fight, But His Pay 


| 


Looks 100%, 


> 
» A 


Tied Up By Wives 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of Sept. 19) 


My DOVOUOR. ..<vecccsee: Santly 
Left Heart Canteen...... Army 
Wears Silver Wings..... Shapiro 
Army Ale COPPS: .. 060s Fischer 
White Christmas.......... Berlin 
CONS 5. pe resewesaias BVC 
Careful My Heart....... Berlin 
When Lights Go On........CLP 
Always in Heart........ Remick 
At Last... t@t tse teesccesens Feist 
Wonder When Baby’s. .Crawford 
ree Morris 
Serenade in Blue.......... BVC 
ae (icaecereeee Mills 
ee: MN eee tewecewvnss ces BVC 








COPYRIGHT LAW 


Washington, Sept. 15. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
In the Sept. 2, issue you published 
a letter, signed by one Donald Gar- 
risin, in which, among other things, 
he says: 

‘What I want to say is this: I 
enlisted the services of Sen. 
Walter F. George and_ “Sen. 
Homer Bone and succeeded in 
having the copyright laws 
changed, so that a songwriter 
can now copyright a lead sheet 

, =a or violin’ score with 
lyrics. * * * Up to several 
months ago, I could not copy- 
right a lead sheet. * * * Would 
be glad if you would tell com- 
posers of the new copyright 
privilege. I think that is news to 
the profession.’ 
The Copyright 





Act of March 4, 
1909, permitted the registration of 
| copyright in unpublished musical 
compositions and since the passage 
of this Act there have been many 
; thousands of registrations of copy- 
right in so-called ‘lead sheets’ or 
merely melody lines, unarranged 
and unaccompanied and, in many 
instances, even written in pencil. 
No. U. S. Senator or group of sen- 
ators can change the copyright law. 
Any change in the Act requires the 


|} passage of a bill through Congress | 


x the ratification 


| taining 


of a treaty 
provisions inconsistent 
| those of existing law. 

But there has been no change, 
whatsoever, in the copyright law 
since March 4, 1909, regarding the 
copyrighting of unpublished musical 


con- 
with 


compositions and ‘lead 
be copyrighted just as freely at any 
time after July 1, 1909 (the effective 


date of the Act of March 4, 1909) as 


they could since Mr. Garrisin ‘en- 
listed the services of Senators 
George and Bone.’ 

| Fulton Brylawskt. 

Forms E-2 and E-3 

| Wellsboro, Pa., Sept. 14. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

;} In your Sept. 2 issue you have a 
letter under the heading, ‘Copyright 
a Lead Sheet,’ written by Donald 
Garrisin, Hopeville, Ga. 

The nformation’ in |} lette 
er! g copyrignting i song is 
g. | ] bee pos- 
é a it 
ru rf p il 1 4 £ 
1} acted re ( ‘ é | 
ght la 
I ’ er of choice whether 
) rt e€e plano part 1 ent } 
é ( and melody t 1eEce 
ty—and alway has ee! The 
forn »-2, covers the song, with o1 


a plano part. 


; wilhout 


Should one copyright the words 
and melody of a song and later want} 
to recopyright it with piano part, 
then the form E-3 is used. This form 
covers ‘new material’—in this case 
the piano part. 

There are some curious beliefs in | 
the lay mind and in the minds of} 
amateur songwriters concerning the | 
functions of the Copyright Office 
|The Copyright Office is merely an 
‘official government depository for 


imss. and the records pertaining 
thereto for the convenience of auth- 
| orized persons to consult the records 
land, in the case of alleged infringe- 
| ment, to compare the conflicting 
mss. to ascertain the degree of re- 


(Continued on page 41) 


sheets’ could } 





Cleveland, Sept. 22. 

It took the draft board and a come 
mon pleas judge only one day to une 
ravel the complex domestic difficul- 
ties of Joseph Cleveland 
bandmaster, who discovered that 
having two wives to support wouldn’t 
keep him out of the army. It only 
caused him a lot more cash and a 
headache that will last for the dura- 
tion, 

On the day before maestro’s in- 
duction the judge quickly cut al] in- 
terfering red tape by (1) 
him of his first wife, (2) ordering 
him to pay $18 per month alimony 
from his army pay to his divorced 
frau and to take out a $2,500 insur- 
ance policy for her; and (3) by rul- 
ing that he should pay $12 (also from 
his army pay) for the support of his 
three-year-old son. 

Before climbing into a khaki uni- 


Mayer, 


relieving 








| 


INS AS iS form Mayer was also ordered to re- 
marry Mary Cunningham, whom he 


illegally married Aug. 28 in Coving- 
ton, Ky., on the day his first wife 
filed suit for divorce here. Second 
and current spouse will automatic- 
ally receive $50 monthly from Uncle 
Sam, who is deducting it from 
Mayer’s monthly salary. How much 
the bandmaster will have after all 
these deductions is something the 
buck private didn’t care to discuss. 

Existence of the second wife was 
unearthed by judge when he had 
the maestro jailed for contempt of 
court for failing to meet his tem- 
porary alimony payments of $12 
weekly. 


ASCAP FACES 
NEW SUIT IN 
OMAHA 





Omaha, Sept. 22. 

ASCAP has been made the deéfend- 
ant of another damage suit arising 
from the statute which 
from doing business in Nebraska. 
| The action was filed last week in the 
| Federal Joseph Malec, 
| president of Peony Park and presi- 


outlaws it 





court by 


'dent of the Nebraska Music Users 
| Assn. The amount he asks is $50,708, 
}or three times what he has paid 
|ASCAP in license fees since the 
| statute became effective May 17, 
| 1937. Malec operates an all-season 
dance spot. 

A similar suit was brought by 


WOW, Omaha, some months ago. 
ASCAP earlier this year turned back 
to its writers and publishers the ad- 
| ministrative rights of their catalogs 
|as far as Nebraska is concerned. The 
Warner Bros. publishing group sub- 
sequently took steps in the Federal 
courts to stop various Nebraska 
music users from continuing to play 
WB material. A decision on a 
cality of the suit is now pending. 


SPA INVITING PUBS 
FOR PEACE LUNCH 


techni- 


The Songwriters Protective Asso- 
clation intends to invite music pub- 
lishers to a special luncheo: ome 


October for the 
the a: D 
] and also to reassure the 
| publishers that nothing of an upset- 
ting nature is beijing planned. 

It will be the first time that a 
group of music publishers has been 
the guest of a writers’ association 


time in 


purpose of 
'explaining sociation’s 


yectives, 


new ob- 


Long, But OK Idea 


Sept. 22. 


| 

Philadelphia 
| Clay Boland and Eddie DeLong 
ihave cleffed a new tune for the 
|'forthcoming production of the Uni- 
| versity of Pennsylvania's Mask and 
| Wig show. It’s tagged: 

| ‘I've Got Those Hurry and Win the 
| War So You Can Hurry Back Home 
|} to Me Again Blues’ 
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Wednesday, September 23, 1942 
 NBC,CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four A 
networks—-NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. 

















Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
| Monday through Sunday, Sept. 14-20 from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and ig 
| based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source for 
| music publishing industry. 
TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 0 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—?‘Orchestra Wives’....... _,. SS perr 44 0 
Serenade In Blue—?‘Orchestra Wives’......... BVC eae i cave 0 
Wonder When Baby’s Coming................- Crawford .............. 27 fi 
At Last—t‘Orchestra Wives’...........cccceees Miller ee ae eee. 26 c 
Be Careful, My Heart—7‘Holiday Inn’......... I 25 ! a 
Wears Pair ee SE ec ccue ba. athweke SN es coi aieirois 23 C 
a he ee he i ee ee ey Gently ........... ein (ee 4 v 
I Came Here For JOC. eee ee creeeeeeeeeeee++* Shapiro Pee a } 
Be rr rere ere rer hem ....... 19 } 
e Manhattan Serenade = sella el aah c 
ae ’ were LPC RECS SCENE SS OEY ST SFO CUS i tik eheti ses ee ee ae 
**This Is the Army Mr. Jones................ ea a ae een 18 q c 
= & £ RP errer rrerrerrrr ¢ ee 3. ae ’ q 
You Never Lovelier—#‘You Never Lovelier’... parms ............ 0000. 7 ( 
Idaho eh e0 bare ee Ree ae t 
wee SS Werth FUR FUP. oo ccc cccccsccessel ~ re 16 
Jingle Jangle Jingle—7‘Forest Rangers’....... * Paramount a c 
PORES. TOONS BE CURIE sc cis ccccccscccsne ae ae v 
*When the Lights Go on Again............00> NE nas .... 15 r 
Dearly Beloved—;‘You Never Lovelier’....... Chappell ....... — : i 
Be I i rc SO Ger Ue gas oe ae ee cet 2. 14 4 ] 
Can't Get Out Mood—?‘Seven Days Leave’ Southern 14 ; ( 
Daybreak were OU! ere 12 t 
Every Night About This Time.............060 *Warock ...... 58 sane : . 
I'm Old Fashioned—?‘You Never Lovelier’....Chappell ....... ——, * ae ( 
Just Letter From Home.........ssesscscceses ee eee ee =. 12 } 
*Love Is a Song—i‘Bambi’.................00. Fer ee 12 F 
ee, Ree SOR io 5-058 60 6 05559.55050 OK I ne Jae 12 
ey EAS. SUVOLY BEGOR 6 iis vccee cccssesccens i (eer 
PUN PROUD TOU TEOPO, oo ccccccesssccscscsvcce 0 SAT AS Ce eee 11 
Singing Sands Alamosa ........ Ga Mae eso SSE IR Pee 11 
Conchita Lopez—?‘Priorities On Parade’....... URINE as cr Se 
There'll Never Be Another You—+t‘Iceland’... Morris ..............  —_ 
Where the Mountains Meet Sky .............. EE: 30 ca vewdupcdxel 10 
POMEyTUMIN. FOIE §.6 cite kdwresead<ci vesiwers ON rr : 9 ti 
OT ee ee ae eee Tree wonee pee a ee 8 
CE ID Ba SO eaten dso Wigate shinee Witmark ....... 8 
oe ye MT TS 5 re rer aa a os Sn ae 8 
Kille Kille CHES O eee eee reverse sence ne recs ee MMMMOIN ccs cccece 7 
Leap Frog ind eben ia a hls ei dcie Lahale pias ete carotene Leeds 7 
oa ee oe ee Feist Pith arene ey rj 
A ee RI ET aS '+ do Sd diss Suns A OS a Melodytane ‘waeee oF ' | 
Always In Heart—7‘Always In Heart’.......... Remick ........ conn | 
| A A ee ee oe err ABC cons say Oe ‘ 
| Blue Skies . VERE RT TORTURE ETT CTEE ETE 0. eee io Se | 
POW VOPR NOCH sonics ies cccca cons cvsecc ce ORO sccccs ae | 
|Teach Me How to Forget........... cave , we’ SS 
|When Long Way From Home... ... Broadway 6 
|Gobs of Love y - -. Paramount . “a. © 
| Abraham—?‘Holiday Inn’ .. .. Berlin : om 
i*At the Crossroads re ... Marks , <ooe { 
Army Air Corps . or ; ... Fischer os 5 
Everything I Got ‘By Jupiter’ . ... Chappell i) 
I'd Rather Stay Home Lonely..... . Tenney ) 
Lover—7;‘Love Me Tonight’ ....... . Famous 5 
Lullaby of the Rain isa) it . Jewel 9) 
Sleepy Lagoon eee ee ree . Chappell 9) 
| Why Don’t You Fall In Love ... Harms 5 
3 
| *Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP 
+Filmusical Legitimate **This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, 
| licensed freely to all users. 


~ Britain’s Song Leaders on Air 


| 


London, Sept. 8 
(Aug. 1-29 log of English broadcasts are tabulated below 
dated 

















pe , and while 
= Pxa f casual information of the general music trade. 
s pon: | Sumbol A or A? rican copyright; E for English British publisher 
. rgens Ss = : P : : 
box play. With Dick wey to = PG eae Nagy tery 
—_ “° n val. = Tn the . le Trae a. 25 
— } : aximum et ee it along : at- = A. Under the Apple Tree . Sun 50 
= to catch on . ines designed we ‘ should send sarances, duplic = | E. Sing, Everybody, Sing - 
— ordings + that ppeara jure ‘ 5» ’ 5 -F.D.& ‘0 
= excellent recor’’le’ nother boo band’s Eastern err office for the © = | A. Three Little Sister C.&C 59 
», gets a , TLice r) — fi. ! ct at Lt . eee . 4 vs 
— entry, the > Moreover, ee means added i np with this — = A. Where in the World B Ww | - 
— a irculation. °* - awest, : Hono Mm = | a : : : we See : rv 
= wider c amanns tt tne Mid be otten tne nine re out with it. =~ | E. Hold Your Hat On _K ) 
-_ ms its triumy)) > as yet go : stepp ins — K. } 4 
= ing tg band has gurgens o™! =. | A. Jersey Bounce ee 
No ind rling 
ae “ons pand. } nrising to {in ———e — : sterling 4 
= & a it won't be surpris!! = E. Basin Street Ball ..... Cet 0 
——, at — rT’. sari i . 
= a 18467 = A. Tangerine . - Victoria 0 
— 1y) _...- Becea ' = A. Moonlight Cocktail ‘ | 
= EY (Bob Eberly’ --" this Serena aQ= > ne ae , -- Chappell 48 
tee my DORS wine Onto nosie = A. Someone cocking My Dreamboat -Ch: ; ? 
— SERENADE. 1! pands hopping tandard compos = . Y : Fe ( 1appr 1] 17 
= MANHATTAN sunve to find the top ve vnshed a5 & © uch @ standard = | & Zoure Min -F.D. & H 17 
= It ts not SUTDT A? pas already DeCr v pecome Just O° © tnis rhythmic = salir yadevade nDaee Simeties -++Chappell 46 
= Considering sd piano piece, It Show™ | Lave peen seh mM | Scene amid = A. Anniversary Waltz ..........+... - Chappell 45 
— n0acr : n< v -cyit t sgh . p- f “le >t n . ; ] ] 
= tion as 8 pales folios aig oe to transc! om side over to Bob = A pd : } pe ‘ibid - Chappell +] 
— atem In the Per and music Oe ows s most oF * " = Jagiae vial decal ait is a nm Sun 39 
= ss ncody Words . por cy * : —— 4 ie ¥ Y ne H UCea > 
= rhapsoes: | cevscrapers e task = ' ' 5. Ww : 
— nhattans °*2 , equal to t — = B I » Ni . 
= Manhat usual, ts eq — RADI 
— Eberly. who a 2 pn ‘\ i ; Y , ° \ icto! i 
= Reys"') «+ Bluebird "582 = aes © Ro . Victoria 
~~ ” ‘i - _ — «i Deep the Heart of Tex Sout} 
= cRhythm ason has = a Souther: 
= KING SISTERS 1. cic, Harold Adamson 6S E. Jealous) ; 
— AK ,os oO ?* ote > cerenad' Cidov’we theme from Fer — . . e / L. W 
— DAYBRE , for the Manhattan - the Mard Gras = eous pallad and = A. Alv In My Heart - Feldmar 4 
= As he has do a of selling tyrice one result Is & B™ ting the juny = A. Johnny Doughb Sterling 33 
= matched @ 5¢% © cicsippt Suttle ts. King St end pound to Prins = > Save Nest . Gay 
c Grofe’s famous ©’ caring the Hes a sweetly, 4 side. = A. One More K P. M 0 
— h ong ¢ n't Mis it moothty pe 1 penders to the = E. You Again Cir | 0) 
= the sons vs, Sing gh yickel SPE? - s. = 4164a1n : reed eesserenecs iepnoniec .... 3 
= n the band »b of enthusiastic t = E. I'm In Love With the Girl I Left Behind Me. B. W.............. 29 
_— -_: Tipe is ine %, 
= an immediate = Pay AORP RAW ESCOPTER bia vosds b0tdd ws bdnatsaded aces i: ne 28 
= = A. Humpty Dumpty MMOS ecg cce kate. con Southern ...... m4. an 
7 ea: ee 2. eee — = A. I Don’t Want Walk Without You........... eT 27 
= BoB CROSBY .--:: . tarted with Pearl _ ‘the =; EB. Reep the Ball Rolling .........csccccesecces ee kites yaseecess 26 
= OVER THERE ---0°°°" he of wat songs that There spotlightee ie w S A. How Green Was My Valley............. P.M 25 
4 m i ‘ ‘ * . Ah — - S 7 . eee . s fee eee eer eens Set 
= rajanche an Over ast the ts ae E. I Saw a Robin 9 
—_ nit f the ave roduce ¢ Wy ves | \ si - and = “ ‘ : . pe cee rece eeessseeeeccccs be Of H, Cosesececes 24 
= In 5} rey Alley has stil cart. Bob Crosvy a. to the YOUN gsr etrue = E. There’s a Cowboy Riding Through the Sky..P. M. ............. 24 
= Tin Par odie Dandy Pp appeal. especially ewings it as an = A. Two Pairs of Shoes oe B.&H 24 
— Yankee Dov n phono beat and : = E. Was ~_ ’ Rag A a aaa alla 
= for m rximul he Dixieland = c. ee ED 5d oka wh kad pamuin @ oe pew ace so) ne 24 
= proach wen heavy on th aN ae | i Sun 23 
= Dears chown TCOVY OO errr ener tet eee SUM vee e cece e eee: 2 
Bad = 
— ntal. 
— meat 
-_ 
. WALKING 


Bing Crosby 


With Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 
THE FLOOR 








Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


(Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
OVER YOU 
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~ Hollywood's Chance to Squawk 


ASCAP Providing Opportunity for Film Writers In| 


Near Future 





ASCAP writer members who live 
on the westcoast will be given an 
opportunity to air their approval or 
objections to the new writers’ classi- 
fic. tion plan. ‘aking recognition of 
criticism aimed at the board duriag 
are writers’ meeting on the 
Coast, the “Tociety’s writer-directors 
will delegate a group of writers to 
journey to the Coast and, after estab- 
lishing itself in ASCAP’s Hollywood 
office, invite the local writers » 
come in ind study the plan and ask 
questions. The date of the junket's 
departure for the Coast will be set 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

The organization’s writer-directors 
came in for considerable 
when the matter of the new plan was 
mentioned at the semi-annual gather- 





censure | 


; aaequate, 


ing of the ASCAP membership in) 


Hollywood Sept. 9. With I. 
Gibert leading the attack several of 
the writers present wanted to know 
why westcoast members were not 
consulted on their reactions to the 
proposed plan, 

The writers’ classification commit- 
tee, which in membership is the 
same as the writer contingent on 
the ASCAP board, has the authority, 
according to the new bylaws, to 
adopt the new plan without sub- 
mitting it to the members for 
perusal, but it would rather have the 
writers take all the time they want 


to analyze the plan than become sub- | 
ject later .o charge of steamrolling. | with pianist Martin Fried, he felt 


Urder the bylaws all the classifica- 


Wolfe | 


| 
| 


tion committee has to do now is to | 
set the date of effectiveness for the | 


new plan. The indications are that 
the initial royalties based on the new 
plan will apply to the first quarter 
o* 1943 and be represented in the 
checks distributed the second week 
of April, 1943. 
much more involved than the pub- 
lishers’ new classification system 
Lots of new 
and the classification committee is 
still able to determine in no smal! 
measure the relative shares of the 
various members. 





Music Notes 


Mac Weaver ana Joseph C. Bana- 
han, 


amateurs, won the Chicago 


|; in an extra show or two for defense 


The writers’ plan is | 


classes have been added | 


Times $1,000 ‘War Song for America’ | 


award last week with ‘Mud in His 
Furs.’ Mills will publish. 
M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl 


writing songs for ‘Three Cheers fdr 
the Girls’ at Warners. 





Alfred Newman started sco1 
“‘The Black Swan’ at 20th-Fox. 

Herbert Stothart handling’ the 
fcore on ‘The Human Comedy’ at 
Metro. 


Franz Waxman drew the scoring 
job on ‘Edge of Darkness’ at War- 


ners, 




















‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
| (America Needs Me) 


j x * * 
All Material Available 
@ BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. | 
9153 Sunset Blvd. | 
Hollywood, Calif. | 


























Jolson | 








Continued from page 2 =—! 


better. Jolson 
whimsy from Limerick, 
cubling Jewish New Year greetings 
t» the Hillerest Country Club, in 
Beverly Hills, with its dominantly 
fiim membership. 


would 
pulled a 





taste much 


Sweater Girl 
stated that Merle 
co-starred with Jolson, 


Morehouse 


beron, 


| farmers. 
| originate in 


/}and produced by Ted Cooke. 


KOIN AIMS TO SELL 


$1,000,000 IN BONDS 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 22. 
KOIN is out to sell a million dol- 
lar’s worth of bonds in five weeks. 





‘Victory Harvest’ is a full hour 
show, twice a week for five weeks, 
produced especially for entertain- 


ment of outlying small towns and 
Each of the ten shows will 
a different town, the 
first one opening at Oregon. City 
tonight (22) in the high school au- 
ditorium. A variety show of music, 
singing and play sketches, first half 
hour is unmiked with latter half 
hooked up to numerous smal] town 
radio outlets. 

Show is scripted by William Mears 
Art 


| Kirkham will m.c. and John Car- 
penter is narrator. 
Oregon’s most populated county, 


whammed ’em by doing a Lana Tur- | 
P ! 
with a sweater routine; that | 


Patricia Morison, Allen Jenkins and 
Frank McHugh, in support, ‘were 
but Al was really the 
whole show. He’d do, alone, twice 
as much as the rest of the com- 
peny, just singing and telling | 
stories.’ The troupe, in about four | 
weeks, did some 40 or 50 shows, 
figuring an twice 
every day. 

The reported ‘tiffing’ between Jol- 
and Miss Oberon (Lady Alex- 
ander Korda) was brushed off by 


Ber, 


average of daily 


son 


ply to the N. Y. Times, which fol- 
lowed up ‘Variety's’ exclusive from 
its London office about friction be- 
tween the two. Jolson still states 
that, after having gone solo to the 
Aieutians and the Caribbean, just 


h2 could do his bit better, in enter- 
ta'‘ning the troops, than with a stock 
company. Thus, if he chose to crowd 





factory workers, and not only for 
British and/or American troops 
stationed in Ireland or England, he 
could function better as a free agent. 

The show commuted between posts 
near London, Belfast, Dublin, Lim- 
erick and other spots. 


the 


Jolson returned Saturday by clip- 


pe' and the rest of the company 
may even be back overnight (as 
‘Variety’ goes to press) due to ob- 


vious exigencies for secrecy. Jolson 
flew 26 hours back to America; 22 
hours going over, the former being 
a bit faster, since the hour differ- 
through change 
time, 
discrepancy. 
commercial radio 


entials 
wich 
cal returns to 
over 


Star 
Oct. 6 


for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. 
Still a Pioneer 
Jolson's treks to the Aleutians, the 


Caribbean, England and Ireland run 
true to form for the mammy singer 


who blazed the trails for a number 
of significant milestones in show 
business; most notably talking pic- 


tures. In show business, Jolson en- 
joys a niche all his own, but show 
off its sentiment with 
wheezes like Ben Bernie’s, who calls 
1im ‘Elsie Jolson’ as a play on 
ther World War I overseas pioneer, 


Janis. 


biz laughs 


4hn+ 
tiicil 


To show biz, the mammy 
singer's click in England is a Ripley 
and an inside laugh, because it’s the 
first time the comedian ever played 
abroad, although he’s made pleasure 


also, 


trips often. It was a fetish with 
Jolson, fearing the comedy tastes of 
the British, but his click before 
mixed audiences, and also before 


strictly English fans—not only U. S. 
troops stationed in England and Ire- 
: ; 


} hock « * 
iana proves he can go bacK any 


tire 


Buddy Rich joined 
vi keep on di 


Imm ' WIL! 
band, under a brief 


completion of 
Metro. 


deferment, until the 
Was a Lady’ at 
Sol Meyer and Harry Akst writ- 


ing the songs for ‘Chatterbox’ at Re- 


| public 
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TIN PAN ALLEY 


FRANK CAPANO, 
Chestnut St., 
THE ARSENAL OF AMERICAN WAR SONGS 

poe We celebrate our 8th Anniversary with 19 Fighting War Songs 
War songs help bolster morale and will help win war”... Frank Capano. 


Pres. 


Phila,, Pa. 





Que 














MOST CONSISTENTLY 


HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) 





PLAYED 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED 


JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


SONG IN AMERICA 


BY 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 








of Green- | 
account for the numeri- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
} 
| 


CBS | 


Multnomah, is expected to turn over 
the first $500,000 and station hopes 
‘Victory Harvest’ interest in visited 
town will make up the other half 
million. Small town 
have given show page One bally in 


| many instances. 











Copyright Law | 


as continued from page 39 | 


semblance, if any, for preparation 
of a case in the federal courts. 

Regarding the matter of titles, a 
hundred songs of the same title may 
be copyrighted—it is a matter that 
concerns the individual or firm—an 
identifying heading—and of no im- 
mediate concern of the Copyright 
Office, apart from that. 

Another curiously wrong impres- 
sion that is held generally is that 
one can ‘use’ up to a definite num- 
ber (any - four, for instance) 
measures of a copyrighted piece of 
music and not infringe. The degree 
of infringement is decided by the 
courts on the evidence by testimony 
of experts and comparison between 
the conflicting pieces and may pds- 
sibly constitute as little as one 
measure, if, for instance, there is a 
strikingly peculiar theme covering 
those few notes. 

It might be 


= 








interesting to your 
readers to know that in copyright 
parlance there is no such thing as 
‘song’ or vocal number. Everything 
is a musical cOmposition—WITH or 
WITHOUT words. 

Again referring to Mr. Garrisin’s 


letter—I enlisted the services of 
Sen. Walter F. George and Sen. 
Homer Bone and succeeded in hav- 


ing the copyright laws changed so 
that a songwriter can copyright a 
‘lead’ sheet or violin score with 
lyrics. Up to several months ago I 
could not copyright a lead sheet. I 


had to have a full piano arrange- 


| ment’—it is evident he doesn’t know 


what he is talking about. The copy- 


| right laws have not been changed in 


that respect and it has been possible 


newspapers | 





for many decades to copyright a lead 
sheet with words. 

I got my official confirmation on 
this directly from Mr. C. L. Beuve, 
Register of Copyrights, who in- 
formed me he also saw thir letter | 
in your publication. 

Trusting the information in my 
letter is of enough interest to you 
and your readers to make it worth 
while, I remair Len Fleming. 





1 


oo 


| Equity-AGVA 


Continued from page 1 joa 











the affairs of AGVA ona ‘loan’ basis 


from Equity. That was a little more 


than four months ago, when Gerald 
Griffin was d ed as executive 
i M {te € was 
ani s€ ll ive 
First ‘loaned’ for three months, 

Greaza was recently extended in the 
AGVA setup for another three 
montl Several administrative 
change have been put into effeci 
since his tenure, and it’s also oeen 
apparent that he’s the first AGVA | 


official to gain the confidence of the 
organization as a whole, but Greaza 


obviously feels that the variety per- | 


formers just can’t continue a union 
of their own. That’s an old story 
which dates back to the White Rats, 


the NVA and the American Federa- | 


tion of Actors, 

It won’t be the 
Equity takeover of the variety actors 
has been suggested. Biggest stum- 
bling block in the past been 


Nas 


first time that an | 


the voting privileges of vaude actors | 


in Equity. Whether Greaza’s report 
solves that is still unknown, but ob- 
viously that’s a problem because the 
variety performers outnumber legit 
actors to a tremendous 
if given full voting 
Equity would gs00n_ be 

vaudeville rather. than legit 


privileges, 


union 


extent, and, | 


another | 


OW! Organizing Campaign to Spur 
Bigger Output of Fighting Songs 





Washington, Sept. 22. 


ready to pitch into the 1942 effort to 


Huddle with all the Tin Pan Alley | Set the American people humming 


elements that might be mobilized 
into conceiving and _ popularizing 
anxiously awaited new war songs is 
tentatively scheduled for next week, 
though no specific date has been 
fixed. Present plans are for W. B. 
Lewis, radio head of the Office of 
War Information, and possibly other 
Federal officials concerned about 
making American pulses beat faster, 
to get together with publishers, 
writers, band leaders, theatrical pro- 
ducers, film executives, and broad- 
casting program directors as soon as 
details of Government desires have 
been put on paper, 

With radio matters taking up all 
of his time this week, Lewis still is 











Says Maddy 





Detroit, Sept. 22. 

What the Country needs.today 
is more marching songs and less 
boogie-woogie, Dr. Joseph E. 
Maddy, president of the National 
Music Camp and chairman of 
the Mich’ta:n Council of De- 
fense committee on  wartinfe 
civic music, said before a meet- 
ing of the council. 

‘The n tional airs of our en- 
emies are marching songs, those 
of America and England are not,’ 
he said. ‘Hitler clainis his sol- 
diers march 33% farther when 
they sing.’ 








not thoroughly equipped with the 
information about Federal hopes, 
suggestions and plans to call such a 
conclave. He hcpes to crystallize all 
the thinking as soon as he finishes 
his trip to the Coast and winds up 
explaining to Congressional appro- 
priations experts the radio bureau’s 
money needs. 
Session of Federal 
sentatives 


agency repre- 
interested in the song 
angle of psychological warfare 
brought exchange of many ideas 
last Tuesday (15), but the varied 
thoughts still have not been put in 
writing or whipped into a program 
that can be laid before Tin Pan Al- 
ley. Lewis must precipitate all the 
inspirations and discard the imprac- 
tical proposals. 

Jack Joy, designated to be the go- 
between and to line up the various 
trade groups, sat in on the talks, as- 
suring the Federal representatives 





and 
tunes, 


Government desire to revive the 
1917-18 contention that ‘a nation that 
sings can’t be beaten’ was evident 
last week during Senate hearings on 
resolution proposing an inquiry into 
the conduct of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Senator Charles 
O. Andrews of Florida veered around 
to the subject while questioning FCC 
Chairman James L. Fly about pos- 
sible elevation of the standard of 
radio music. They agreed on the 


chorusing rousing, unifying 


i necessity of fresh crop of stirring 


songs that would intensify the pub- 
lic war effort. Fly acknowledged 
the desirability of something more 
than swing numbers, commenting 
Tin Pan Alley ‘folks are doing a very 
splendid job and I believe they will 
have some very significant songs 
coming out of there shortly.’ 





MORE SONGS 


FOR CROSBY 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Less gab and more music has been 
decreed for a Kraft Music Hall when 
Bing Crosby resumes Oct. 1. This 
is good news for songpluggers with 
each program to have eight or ten 


| numbers, 


Less work for Carroll Carroll, who 
for years has been pounding out 


| thousands of words for each broad- 


cast. 


Olman Is Now Kaycee 


Albany, Sept. 22. 
The name of Olman Music Corp, 
has been changed to Kaycee Musie 
Co., Ine. 
The application was filed by the 
N. Y. law firm of Miller & Miller. 








The Olman catalog was bough 
several months ago by Lou Levy 
from the Lombardo family. The 
Kaycee title was formerly applied 
to the catalog which Levy had pre- 
vicusly purchased from the Jenkins 


that the different Alley elements are | Music Co. of Kansas City. 

















BREGMAN, VOCCO & CONN, Ine. 


Smash All Performance Records! 


No. 


1 


'VE GOT A GAL 
IN KALAMAZOO 


No. 2 


SERENADE IN BLUE 


ON ALL "LISTS." 
Establishing An All-Time High! ! 


The Songs by 


MACK GORDON ana HARRY WARREN 


From 20th Century-Fox’s Picture 


“ORCHESTRA WIVES” 


BYC BYC 
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USO, AGVA Agree to Revamp Pacts 


ious 2-Week Notices 


To Clarify Content 


As a result of a two-hour talk last 


week between executives of USO- 
Camp Shows and the American 
Guild of Variety Artists in New 


York on the various complaints by 
performers against CSI filed with 
AGVA, the camp show organization 
will revamp its contract to clarify 
the two-week notice clauses. Latter 
have been among the major points 
in the complaints. USO-CSI will 
also meet with AGVA from time to 
time to mould its working conditions 
along the lines of AGVA’s minimum 
working conditions. 

The conferees also agreed to re- 
imburse the plaintiffs for their ex- 
cessive baggage charges and pay 
them their salary for the balance of 
the week in which they received 
their notices. 

On the matter of Al Stone’s charge 
that Harry Delmar has discriminated 
against him, it was decided to ar- 
range for the plaintiff and the de- 
fendant to meet tomorrow (Thurs- 
day.) and discuss the matter before 
the executives of both organizations. 

The confabbers were Abe Last- 
fogel and Lawrence Phillips for 
Camp Shows and Walter Greaza and 
Jonah Silverstone for AGVA. 





Squawks Too Much, 
Mpls. Orph to Ex-Scale 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 
After trying nickel boost in ad- 
mission prices to 60c for stage shows 
after 5 p.m., Orpheum is back to its 


former scale of 40c to 1 p.m., 44c to| 
only 


5 p.m. and 55c thereafter, or 
5c more than straight film schedule. 

New advanced scale lasted only 
one week during which Claude 
Thornhill headed show. There were 
s0 many squawks and such unfavor- 
able reaction among patrons that 
Manager Bill Sears deemed it ad- 
visable to return to the 
prices the next week, 
Woody Herman was the 
traetion. 


although 


stage 





Frisco Gets 3d Burley 


92. 


San Francisco, Sept. 22 
hit 


Although burlesque has been 





_"s 





Fiske, Renee DeMarco, 


Froman in Chi Dates) 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 
Dwight Fiske, with Neil Bondshu’s 
orchestra, opens at the Mayfair 
Rceom, Blackstone hotel, Oct. 9. 
Renee DeMarco follows Oct. 30 for 
four weeks. Jane Froman returns 
on Nov. 27. Bondshu band will play 


through all engagements. 


Act Dearth May 
Force Vaude Exit 
At Stanley, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 

Stanley theatre, the only deluxe 
house in town at present displaying 
stage shows, doesn’t like to consider 
possibility but management’s 
afraid that within the next few 
months it may have to think about 
dropping vaude. Not because they 
want to but because they’re very 
likely to be faced with no alterna- 





tive 


tive. It's not a situation big WB 
house will have to meet alone, for 


the situation that’s currently bother- 
ing the Stanley is nation-wide. 

It boils down to the current short- 
age of bands and acts. During last 
several weeks, Stanley has found it 
tougher and tougher to put a show 
tegether. Only recently, house would 
have nothing but name bands be- 
cause they were WB deluxer’s big- 


| gest draws over the long-run; for the 


previous | 


| be content with just acts, 
at- | 





here by the dimout because the thea- | 


are 


tres off the beaten track 
need the lure of lights to attract cus- 


and | 


tcmers, a third burlesque _ house | 
opened here recently. The new 
house is the reopened Kearny, 


which did a foldo a year ago when | 


cops pinched the place. 


1as had to 
using Max 
Ackins’ regular house band on stage, 
and even those were plenty 
tough to corral. 

Band 


ute by 


last fortnight 3,800-seater 


acts 


problem’‘s more 
the day, with one big orch 
breaking up their 

the Those 
that remain prefer to stay on loca- 
tion, where they can be right on the 
scene for a prospective radio com- 
mercial. As for acts, with USO using 


srowing 
ac 
afier 
] 


1eCaaders 


anotnel 


as 


SO into 


service. 


more than 500 of them now, and ex- 
pected to call on twice that many as 
the army increases in size, they’re 
going to be scarcer than hen’s teeth 
very shortly now. 

















PROV. NITERY SHUT 


nicality After Rum Rap 


Providence, Sept. 22. 
Operating under the Crown Ho- 
ltel’s liquor license, Ruby Foo’s 


Providence Beachcomber was forced 
to close for the Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday weekend, when the Bu- 
reau of Police and Fire slapped a 
three-day suspension on the hotel 
because its tap room served three 
teen-age girls with liquor. The 
Beachcomber is under separate man- 
agement, operating on the hotel's 
liquor license, and though it had no 
connection with the offense, it nev- 
ertheless came under the ban. 

The usually heavy weekend biz is 
believed to have cost the Beach- 
comber at least a couple grand. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS., GETS 
STEADY BAND POLICY 


—_—_---~— 





Indianapolis, Sept. 22. 
The Circle theatre, spot-booking 


band shows for the past three 
months, is making it the regular 
policy, with dates every week 


through Nov. 11 aiready announced. 


Manager Arthur Baker has Woody 
Herman set for Sept. 25; Dick Jur- 
gens, Oct. 2; Claude Thornhill, Oct. 
9; Ted Lewis, Oct. 16; Glen Gray, 
Oct. 23; Gene Krupa, Oct. 30; Ina 
Ray Hutton, with Bonnie Baker and 
the Harmonica Rascals, Nov. 6, and 
Tommy Tucker, Nov. 11. 





Grauman Back to S. F. 
To Stage Vaude Revue 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Sid Grauman, who started in show 
business 30 years ago in San Fran- 
cisco, will renew his association with 








Two other theatres, Liberty and 
President, which have had the field DeMarcos to Double 
to themselves since the Kearny cap- ; y . 13 
ante : “hes, I'rom Vauder to Nitery 
§izea were reaping a nice DiZ DbDe- a a 
cause of the mobs of soldiers and The DeMarcos are slated for a| 
sailors always in town. tecently,| New York nitery soon, doubling 
however, the sledding has been from ‘Showtime,’ two-a-day vauder 
tougher, especially for the President, | at the Broadhurst, 
which is on a street running off the Jack Bertes/l of Music Corp of 
well-traversed Market Street, as re- | America is now acting for the dance 
sult of the dimout factor. team. 
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| hospital here. 


the old town as producer of a vaude- 
ville revue at the Alcazar 
which has been leased for 
mum of 12 weeks. 

Show will start in about five 
weeks, to be run on a two-a-day 
basis. Grauman is lining up talent 
in Hollywood. 


a mini- 


Wirtz on Coast 
Hollywood, Sept 
Arthur Wirtz has arrived here to 
conduct auditions for the new ice re- 
vue starring Sonja Henie. Both he 
and Miss Henie are co-producers. 
Show debuts in November. 


99 


GRACE RUSSELL MENDS 
Omaha, Sept. 
Grace Russell, for years a leading 
agent in Nebraska and adjacent ter- 
ritory, is making recovery 
after an illness regarded 
as hopeless. 
A former trouper, sh 


99 


slow 


at 
’s at county 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y. Sept. 22. 
Midst handshakes and little lumps 
in our throats we gave a grand send- 
off to Jerry Sager, Peggy McCarthy, 
Muriel Eddy and Colin Tracy, who 


aViUll iva 


Beachcomber Closed on Legal Tech- 


a 


Inside Stuff—Vaude-Nitery 














Interests behind the Shangri-La, new nitery skedded to open Sept, 27 in 


|Philadelphia, are the operators of Dewey’s chain of malted milk and 


orangeade emporiums in the Philly area. The spot is being rebuilt on the 


site of the old Hollywood Restaurant on Market street, and 
with the Shangri-La title will feature Chinese food and service 
Opening will be Dick Stabile’s orchestra with Gracie Barrie, Ch 


in keeping 


avez's 


rhumba band, and the ‘Grandfather’s Follies,’ a unit revue. Lou Yessner 
head of the Dewey chain, is managing the spot. . 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., being under charter and using public funds 
finds itself restricted to overseas entertainment for U. S. troops only, Of 
course, if there are British or other Allied soldiers and sailors with them 


that’s o.k. 


But this is the answer as to why the increasing number of 
| overseas units going to England, Ireland, Australia, etc., will have to re. 


strict themselves to U. S. bases, or for joint shows. 


Billy Waldron, Boston agent, was removed from the unfair list of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, but the Boston branch of the actors’ 
union was remiss in not forwarding the information to the national office, 
Thus the other AGVA locals continued Waldron in the doghouse until 


informed differently recently. 





Joe Jackson, Jr., who is doing his father’s pantomimie bike single in 
‘Ice-Capades,’ Madison Square Garden, cherishes his late father’s last gift, 
a cigarette case. Engraved inside is: ‘From one tramp to another.’ Young. 
ster’s regret is that his dad died before he made his Garden appearance, 
Elder tramp comic passed away last May. 


George Abbott signed Romo Vincent to a six-month contract two weeks 
after his Boston opening in ‘Beat the Band,’ new stage musical. 








Talent Shorta 


Continued from page 








ge 


make recommendations where stock 
companies could be introduced, par- 
ticularly war plant centers. It’s 
claimed that, since sound became a 
factor in pictures, that field has 
recruited the major number of the 
better players from the legitimate 
theatre and, as that process will 
continue, Hollywood has a stake in 
legit whether it acknowledges it or 
not. ' 

Believed that stock is the ultimate 


| source of talent for both the thea- 


| tre and pictures. 
theatre, | 


one time | 


| such 


left here with absolute O.K.s to re- | 
|sound there is no reason to discard 


sume work. 
Harry Martin (Stuart & Martin) 


tells us he’s in tiptop shape in Bur- | 
bank. Cal. Eighteen months did the 
trick here for hin 


Roger Keene and Harry ‘Slipfoot’ 
Clifton have been elected for down- 
town shopping for the Rogersites, 

Patricia Edwards, wl 
ing progress, is ogling Broadway and 


mitting the folks at home on a 10- 
day leave from the Rogers. 

William ‘Whitey’ Matthews and 
Patricia Wallace have been handed 
that good report to mess in the 
downstairs dining room. 

From Sandusky, O., comes word 


that Jim Wildenthaler, who got his 
o.k. papers here, is laboring and do- 
ing mighty well. He states that with- 
out the aid of the Will Rogers this 
could never have been accomplished. 

Mother of Helen Inglee in from 
Washington, D. C., to bed side her 
daughter. 

Mike Cojohn. who did a bed rou- 
tine and is lately an upguy spending 
his time aiding other patients, is 
skedded for home Oct. 1. 

Some Army boys stationed at Pine 
Camp shot in and mitted Lee Klim- 
mic. 

Jimmy McNichols, flute-playing 
bandleader, and Robert Herron, for- 
mer tenor, left for N.Y.C. to enlist 
in the service. 

Harry Feingold back from the big 
Street and Brooklyn after a 10-day 
vacash. 

Write to those who are ill. 


| change 


10's been mak- | 


As Equity puts it: 
‘It would be an act of enlightened 
selfishness on the part of motion 
picture producers if they should en- 
courage the return of stock coOmpa- 
nies which will produce the replace- 
ments,’ probably in association with 
the managers. Referring to the clos- 
ing down of stock houses at the in- 
stance of exhibitors, the contention 
is continued: ‘The comparatively few 


dollars which they might have got- | 


the stocks were kept elimi- 
nated would gain a whole genera- 
tion of acting talent, tested and 
proven, To men who look beyond 
the next picture or the next season 
of pictures, there could not exist a 
real choice there.’ 
Ask H’wood to Cooperate 


It’s urged that Hollywood not only 
‘tolerate’ stock competition, but co- 
operate in the organization of stock 
companies to which they could loan 
their best talent, when not occupied 
in the studios. Some believe that 
players ‘wasted’ 


ten if 


are now in 
personal appearances in presentation 
houses. 

Equity will place the problem be- 
fore the major studios and ask that 
all hands sit down and find out what 
should be done. Suggestion {s that 
picture people, managers, Equity 
and other outfits be called into the 
huddle: ‘We are all in the same 
boat when it comes to manpower. 
If one of us has an idea that is 
and 
each 


it because we have in the past, 
under other conditions, opposed 
matters of policy or 


other 


said 


in that 


on 
unkind things to each othei 
opposition.’ _Saying it is ready to 
rules if that is deemed the 
right thing, Equity adds: ‘There is 
no reason for the entertainment field 


{to sit back and do nothing in this 


;emergency ... This is our theatre. 
These are our (Equity’s) people 


whose livelihood is threatened. We 


jare all part of one field, the enter- 


| 





tainment field. Something may be 
done to save it, and Equity feels it 
has the right to ask that what can be 
done, shall be done.’ 


Not Enough Good Playwrights 


Equity also touches pertinently on 
the matter of authors: ‘There are not 
enough good playwrights. It may 
be that there never has been, but 
the deficiency is more apparent now 
than it ever has been.’ This is put 
directly up to the managers, to 
whom it is suggested that a group 
of writers be selected and given fel- 
lowships for say two years. It’s 
estimated that such a plan would 
cost the price of one production. 
‘If from that group one successful 
play or playwright emerged, the man- 
agers would have gained far more 


than their original investment stood 
them. 





| 


| build 


M-G GROOMING 
NEW CROP 
OF STARS 


Proceeding on the principal that 
‘Metro built every star Metro has,’ 


M-G is grooming several of its 
younger players (mostly femmes) 
for stellar status next year on the 


premise that these performers will 
by that time be sufficiently devel- 
oped to carry top budgeters success- 
fully. Among those who rate 
strongly for starring assignments are 
Kathryn Grayson, Marsha Hunt and 
Susan Peters. 

Meantime, Metro has  approxi- 
mately 32 pictures completed or in 
final stages, of which some 25 hold 
names that have joined the armed 
forces slated 


or are to go shortly, 
This backlog is regarded as suffi- 
cient to take care of requirements 


until next when Metro execs 
figure that, along with names already 
established, they should be able to 
additionally as high a per- 
of marquee names from 


season, 


centage 


! home lot talent as in the past 


Misses Grayson, Hunt and Peters, 
spotted as likely stellar material, are 


currently in the same stage of de- 
velopment that Lana Turner was 
when she was first spotted as a top- 
per 

Talent problem was taken up 
while Louis B. Mayer was east last 


week, along with other administra- 
tive matters. He returned west with 
Victor Saulee and Howard Strick- 


| ling, 


hind-the-man-behind-the-gun. 
| Smith, Fibber McGee & Molly (who 














| Guest Statesmen 


| 











Continued from page 1 


or statesman. Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, if talking in his idiom, can 
over more about gas and tire 
rationing that way. Kay Kyser next 
week for instance will talk about 
labor rallies to huck up the man-be- 


Kate 


tycoon 


og + 
Ret 


will devote an entire folksy half-hour 
to salvage of stuff around the 
house), Bob Hope, Red Skelton, Jack 
Benny, et al. are similarly aligned. 

Important to the OWI’s plan to 
use these name radio performers, 
with guest statesmen now and then, 
is the fact that the Crosbys, Bennys, 
Kate weekly 


Smiths, et al, are 
household guests in millions of 
homes. 











HIL 
EGAN 


OPENING SEPT. 14 
PALOMAR THEATRE 
SEATTLE 


Personal Representative: 
FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif 
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ODT Clamps Down 


on Special Auto 


Transportation by Niteries in Ohio 
As Means to Curb Waste of Rubber 


$4 








Cleveland, Sept. 22. 

Government bureaus assigned to 
curb the waste of rubber are bear- 
ing down on northern Ohio’s swank 
niteries and may succeed in shut- 
tering them where all efforts of 
local law agencies have failed. 

Arrow Club, a thorn in the side 
of Cleveland sheriffs for five years, 
is the first here to come under the 
fire of the Office of Defense Trans- 
portation as the result of a new fed- 
eral ruling. Under this edict neither 
club-owned limousines nor private 
cers can be used to carry patrons 
to a nitery. ; 

Local investigator discovered that 
the Arrow Club operates a fleet of 
eight passenger sedans which charge 
customers $1 per head for a ride 
from Cleveland to the nitery in 
nearby Geauga County. 

Richard Allen, field manager for 
the Cleveland area of the ODT Mo- 
toy Transport Division, appointed to 
make investigation, also reported 
that these club limousines broke 
gevernment rules by often driving 
faster than 50 miles per hour, and 
that the Arrow’s parking lot is full 
of privately owned autos daily. 

Alleged operators of the spot, for 
which the government is gunning for 
the first time, are Tommy McGinty, 


Morris Kleinman, Chuck Polizzi, 
Moe Davis, and the Angersola 
Bros, also known as George and 
Johnny King. 





Cleveland Cafe Man 
Indicted as Fence For 


$2,400 Stolen Gems 


Cleveland, Sept. 22. 

Grand jury last week indicted 
Benny Mason, owner of Cedar Coun- 
try Club often involved in policy 
racket cases, on charges of fencing 
jewelry stolen from a local home 
last November. 

Although the hot valued 


ice was 


at $2,400, detectives declared that 
it was purchased by the nitery op- 
erator for $110. Sentence being 


passed later this week. 

Investigation of the jukebox racket 
behind five Cleveland bombings in 
the last six months was also started 
by the grand jury. Leroy Robin- 
son, 37, a jukebox distributor ac- 
cu-ed of extortion attempts from two 
cafes that were mysteriously dyna- 
m.ed after refusing to install his 
music-boxes, inspired the expose. 
Twenty witnesses were subpoenaed 
to testify against him in case that 
opened Saturday (19) 


USO TO HOLD AUDITIONS | 


FOR NEGROES IN N. Y. 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc.. will hold 


New York auditions for Negro per- | 


formers at Nola Studios 
(Thursday) from 2-5 


tomorrow 
and 8-11 p.m. 





Looking for small bands and 
novelty acts. 

Noble Sissle, Addison Carey and 
Jimmy Payne will handle the 
auditions. 

Last minute addition of Tom 


Scott, erstwhile musical arranger for 
Fred Waring, saved the new Rain- 
bow Room (N. Y.) show, which 
Opened last week, from becom- 
ing known as the Casa Rockefel- 


ler. Scott does New England sea 
chanties and mountaineer songs. 
Otherwise it's 100% Latin, with 


Perlita Greco, making her U. S. 
debut; Senor Wences, Del Casino’s 
new band (succeeding Carmen 
Cavallaro), Dacita and her Rhumba 
band, and Monno Montes-Alexis 
Dolinoff, 

Incidentally, Dacita now owns her 
Own band, instead of merely front- 
Ing somebody else’s. Raoul Bara- 
§an is her pianist-arranger. 

A Leo Reisman follows Casino Oct. 


<6, 





Bob Astor opens the New Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh, for four weeks 
Starting Sept. 31. 


vt 


New Chi Vauder 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 

Roseland-State, playing pictures 
only, has started Sunday night stage 
shows, either name bands or five 
acts of vaude. e 

Jan Garber booked Sept. 20, Ciaude 
Thornhill, Sept. 27. Charlie Hogan 
is booking. 


CHI AGVA HIKES 











Chicago, Sept. 22. 

Living costs having risen, the lo- 
cal American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists has raised its minimum basic 
wage scale in Chicago niteries to 
meet the wartime situation. 

Class A establishments in Chicago 
will henceforth pay a minimum of 
$75 for principals, $150 for teams, 
$40 for chorus, and $45 for chorus 
specialties. 

Class B establishments in this 
area will pay $5 for m.c.’s, $100 for 
teams, $50 for singles, $35 for chorus 
and $40 for chorus specialties. 

Class B spots outside the Chicago 
city limits will pay m.c.’s $75, plus 


complete roundtrip expenses 
Class C in Chicago will pay $55 
for m.c.’s, $90 for teams, $40 singles, 


ties. Outside the city limits C estab- 
lishments will pay $60 to m.c.’s, $100 
to teams, $50 to singles, $30 to chorus 


and $35 to chorus specialties plus 
roundtrip transportation. 
Cocktail lounge entertainers and 


singers within the Loop will receive 
a minimum of $50 a week in Class 
A spots, $45 in class B places and 
$35 in class C niteries. Outside the 
Loop, they will receive $50 in class 


shows per week shall not exceed 22 
shows, three on each night and four 
on Saturdays. All contracts must 
specify the number of shows. 

All salaries listed are 
with the exception of the chorus, 
whose salaries are net. Salaries 
listed are not to be prorated where 
a week SIX 
Six or seven days constitutes a full 
week, AGVA rul- 





10% 


less 


consists of only 


according to the 
ing. 
L. A. AGVA Ups Pay 
Hollywood, Sept. 22 
Minimum pay for members of the 


L. A. chapter of AGVA has been 

: or ; } ; 
raised to $35 weekly for solos and | 
$70 for teams under new scale 


COAST NITERIES GO 


Los Angeles, Sept. 22 
Along with oiner wartime short- 
ages, the niteries in this sector are 
battling with a scarcity of cooks, 


bartenders, waiters and other em- 
ployees required in the dispensation 
of food and drink: Operators of the 
better are their 
| prosperous brethren and 
| competent workers with higher wage 
| scales and more generous tips. 

| Army draft and Naval enlistment 
| have taken large numbers of em- 
| Ployees out of circulation, and ..igh 
| 
| 


raiding 


spots 


wages in the airplane plants have 
taken more. Another cause of the 
shortage is the government edict re- 
quiring aliens to stay home at night. 
Mpls. Help Situation 
Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Obtaining kitchen and other help, 
many of whom have gone into the 
armed services or war industries, is 
becoming an_ increasingly 


problem for local niteries and some 
may be forced to shut shop though 
business is at a peak. 

A few already are working on a 
six-day instead of customary seven- 
day schedule. 





NITERY SCALES 


Plymouth, Worcester, 
May Go Full Week 


Worcester, Sept. 22. 





Plymouth theatre, running vaude- 
ville three days weekly, may go to 
seven days soon, 

Management is attempting to sked 
Horace Heidt for seven-day stint, 
and if orchs of-similar rting can be 
obtained, house will switch. 


Wheeler Shells Out $500 
To Skip Passaic Date In 
Avoiding ‘Priorities’ Snag 








Independent booker Arthur Fisher 
cost Bert Wheeler $500 to get out of 
two shows at the Central, Passaic, 
N. J., in order to make the opening 
of Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘Priorities of 
1943’ in its New Haven tryout Sept. 
10. That was the same day Wheeler 
was scheduled to close his one-week 
date in Passaic. 


It’s understood that the 
management was willing to 


theatre 
let 


would necessarily have had to miss 
in order to make New Haven in 
time, but Fisher, who books the 
house, instructed the Central to hold 
out for a money settlement. He 
actually suggested over the tele- 
phone that Wheeler would probably 
pay $500—which the comic did. 


Actually, the entire mixup was the 
result of Clifford C. Fischer switch- 
ing his opening day for the New 
Haven tryout. Originally it was set 
for Sept. 11, which would have given 
Wheeler plenty of time to complete 
the Passaic date, but at a late hour 
Fischer learned that Al and Belle 
Dow had booked a vaudeville, show 
into New Haven for Sunday (13) at 





days. | 


draft. | 


less 


difficult | 


forced to compete with a lower- 
scaled stage show on the Sabbath. 


ties. Outside the city limits Cestad-| 10% TATSE TILT IN 
DET; STAGE SHOWS? 


Detroit, Sept. 22. 


A 10% increase in pay is being 
worked out in all contracts being 
lined up here by the IATSE. New 


contracts for that increase for stage- 


conditions. 
be handled on 
The 


watched 





the same basis. 
negotiations 
here by 


were 


several 


closely 
nabe op- 
if costs don’t 
Vaudeville seems on 


stage shows this year 
go too high. 


the verge of an upswing in the 
| neighborhood houses because of the 
i} war boom with the only other ob- 
stacle beside production costs be- 
ing the talent. 


availability of 


Ted Hammerstein Joins 
Camp Shows as Super 


Ted Hammerstein joins USO- 
‘amp Shows, Inc., as a field super- 


‘an 


visor working out of Atlanta, Ga. 
He replaces Ken Nichols, who is 
coming to New York to handle the 


spot show bookings in place of Bert 


Wishnew. Latter shifts over to aid 
Hlarry Deimar in the _ production 
dept 

With Denis Dufor working as a 
field supervisor out of Chicago this 


is tantamount to a revival of the old 
production firm of Hammerstein & 
Dufo1 


tempting | 


Making the Big Time 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 

Donna Geisler, local one-girl band 
who started here on Brian McDon- 
ald’s WJAS Amateur Hour just a 
few years ago, finally hits the big 
| time this week, going into the show 
at Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
in New York. Gal was discovered 
by Sid Marks, an agent, who still 
manages her. 


ago, her only experience was in club 
and banquet work here. Lately, 
however, she’s been making a lot of 
| out-of-town niteries, including Bow- 


ery. Detroit, and playing some vaude fo. two weeks. 


jas well 





Wheeler off for the two shows he | 





wood 


| vember, 


roundtrip transportation. Teams | pop prices. Fischer then scheduled 
will get $125, singles $60, chorus $40 | his three-day break-in one day | 
and chorus specialties, $45, all plus | earlier, so that he would not be} 


| duration, and the last die-hard spot 





hands have been signed with the 
A, a0 in class B and $35 in class C | T afayette, Cass and Paradise thea- 
Oh t f fl tres, Ray Showalter, business agent 
c E ) 0 . : ; 
ne maximum amoun, © Ory said, with no change in working | 


All new contracts will | 


| variously 


| Russe, 


erators who are planning to install | 


Up until just about nine months 


N.Y. HOTELS SET 


Dullzell Calls Meeting of Union Reps 
To Mull Joint Arbitrary Group That 
Would Settle Jurisdictional Snarls 





Proser Pays Off | 


Monte Proser has paid up several 
overdue salary obligations contracted 
a couple of years, all of which he 
had personally guaranteed, and is 
now off the unfair list at the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. 

Coin was due Carmen D’Antonio 
and Toy and Wing for their work at 
his old Beachcomber nitery in New 
York. Total amount involved was 
around $400. 








FOR TOP SEASON 


~ 


Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, N. Y., 
reopens tonight (Wednesday) ~ with 
Hildegarde and Bob Grant's music. 
It's the first time away for Miss Hil- 
degarde from the Savoy-Plaza, 
which will continue Renee de Marco 
and Roy Ross’ music until Morton 
Downey opens Oct. 1. 

The Hotel Pierre, N. Y., is aiming 
for mass attention via regular MBS 
‘Dinner at the Pierre’ radio pro- 
gram with Stanley Melba’s music. 
Latter is also general entertain- 
ment director of the hostelry, which 
inducts the new policy Oct. 1 with 
Virginia Schools, from musical com- 
edy, and Myrus, magico, as floor 
interludes 





Expects Big Season 

Hotel St. Regis’ managing director, 
Gaston Lauryssen, thinks so much 
of the season to come that he’s re- 
opening the Maisonette as well as 
the Iridium rooms, latter on Oct. 1, 
with a benefit dinner dance for Musi- 
cians Emergency Fund. After that 
the room will be informal, for the 


to let down the bars. Paul Sparr’s 
orchestra and Ethel Smith’s trio will 
give out, moving downstairs from 
the Vienhese Roof. 

The Maisonette 
Vincent Astor gala 
Soldiers & Sailors Club. 
and Freddy Miller, 
head the two bands in 
known as 


will have a Mrs. 
Oct. 7, for the 
Bob Terry 
newcomers, will 
that boiie, 
Maisonette 


Hawaiian Maisonette and 


now just M 
Waldorf’s $1,750 and % 

Gracie Fields headlines the Wedg- 
Room of the Waldorf-Astoria, 
N. Y., when it reopens for the sea- 
son Oct. 9 with Emil Coleman’s 
chestra. English comedienne is in 
and percentage. 


| 
follow her in No- | 
} 
| 
' 





OF- 


on a guarantee 
Danny Kaye may 
doubling from ‘Let’s Face 
It.’ Miss Fields, who got $2,500 
weekly at the Chez Paree, Chicago, 
is in at $1,750 and 50% 
above a set figure 


Sophie Tucker, 


of the covers 


who follows Miss 


Fields into Chez Paree, Chicago, is 
due to come to New York around 
Xmas to succeed Joe E. Lewis as 


headliner at the Copacabana 





‘V We Sing’ Lyricists 
Denied N. Y. Injunction 


Lyricist of songs used in the stage 
production ‘Of V We Sing’ were | 
denied an injunction last week by | 
Supreme Court Justice Benedict D 
Dineen in a uit which also seeks | 


an accounting of profits from Alex | 
Cohen, young producer of the show, } 
and La Conga, N. Y. nitery where it | 
had been presented as a floor show. | 

Claiming a violation of their per- | 
formance rights, the plaintiffs, Sam | 
Locke, Mike Stratton, Al Hayes, 
Lewis Allan and Lou Cooper, allege 
the songs were used without au- 
thorization. 

Jack Harris, owner of La Conga, | 
had originally booked the show for | 
two weeks beginning Sept. 3, on an | 
agreement with Cohen for $1,250 a| 
week and a percentage of the gross. | 





Soph’s Seattle Date 
Seattle, Sept. 22. 


Sophie Tucker opens at Mike 
Lyons’ Show Box night spot Oct. 9 





Then plays other Coast spots. 


| and 


Paul Dullzell, executive secretary 
of Actors Equity, last week called a 
confab of representatives of the 
theatrical craft unions to discuss the 
possibility of organizing a joint com- 
mittee to avoid future jurisdictional 
squabbles similar to the recent tussle 
between American Guild of Variety 
Artists and Equity over ‘Wine, 
Women and Song.’ 

In ‘Wine,’ the producers, who in- 
clude the Shuberts and Izzy Herk, 
among others, had concluded their 
arrangements with AGVA before 
Equity entered the picture. Dull- 
zell’s argument is that a joint com- 
mittee would settle the problem of a 
show’s rating before any contracts 
were issued and enable all the crafts 
to give a show the same rating. In 
the past the two-a-day vaude shows 
have been getting a vaude rating via 
AGVA and a legit rating from the 
musicians. 

Reps of the musicians, stagehands, 
treasurers, Managers, wardrobe 
women, and AGVA attended the 
confab, with further meetings due in 
the near future after the several 
units have had a chance to mull the 
proposal. 


Army Call Splits Up 
DuVal, Merle & Lee 


For Duration of War 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 22 

With departure of one of the trio’s 
two male members, Howard Lee, for 
the army this weekend, comedy 
adagio act of DuVal, Merle and Lee 
will disband following their cur- 
rent engagement here at the Stanley. 
Threesome has been together for 
nearly four years, but DuVal and 
Merle have been partners since 1928, 
when they were half of an adagio 
quartet. 








Impossibility of getting a replace- 
ment who wouldn’t also be subject 
to an early service call prompted 
turn to retire when Lee shoves off. 
Act closes at the Stanley Thursday 
night (24) and he goes into the 
army the following day. 


REVUE-TYPE VAUDE 
INTO N.0. HOUSE 


New Orleans, Sept. 22. 





This city will have stage shows 
again for the first time in years. 
|The St. Charles theatre, renamed 
the Casino de Paree, will reopen 


Friday (25) with the first of a se- 
ries of tab musicals. The building 
has been leased for five years by the 
Folies Bergere, Inc., of which S. 


Jay Kaufman, of New York, is pres- 
ident. 

Productions will be French in 
flavor and performances will be con- 
tinuous, the usual policy being four 
shows daily, with an added mid- 


night show on Saturday. 


Eddie Lynch is the dance director 
Lennie Burton, stage director, 
Edward Waldo, former New Orleans 
newspaperman, is press agent The 


} 4 
nas d S€avink 


2,500. 


No Pitt Chorine Dearth 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 
Pittsburgh is 


theatre 


about 


Capaciry of 


one key city any- 
way where there’s no chorus girl 
shortage. Issuing a call for chorines 
a month ago, with Hirst wheel's de- 
cision to drop traveling lines and 
let each burlesque theatre have its 
permanent ensemble, George Jaffe, 
manager of the Casino, was met 
with such a rush that he not only 
filled his own needs but was also 
able to send a couple of dozen sing- 
ers and dancers to other wheel 


| cities where shortages existed. 


Several went to Akron, Bridge- 
port, Dayton, Toledo and other key 
spots in the Hirst setup, and Jaffe’s 
still interviewing girls as a result 
ot many requests from other fellow- 
managers. Gals in burley lines are 
getting $30 per week this season. 


eS asd 


in 


2 ot 





- 
3 
Ss 


eye 


et A te CPR 


A NEE SE A AERTS me oe 


a a ee a eta 


fyeerye meee 


wk 





‘ 
| 





44 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, September 23, 1942 


—. 





‘Show Time’ in Smash N. Y. Debut; 
New ‘Priorities OK After Poor Start 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 
which many had believed dead and buried these past) 


Vaudeville, 


14 years, got two hypos last week of varying degrees. 


; 


Fortunately | 


for the patient, the second dose was much stronger than the first, 
and so the two-a-day revival is resting comfortably. 


Clifford C. Fischer, 


in association with the Shuberts, unveiled 


his second ‘Priorities’ (of 1943) at the 40th Street, Tuesday night 


(15); the show’s lack of sufficient break-in was all too evident. 


The drama 


critics ask for no alibis and thus their motices were far from flattering. It 
was a tough break for a layout which two nights later played 100% better. 

‘Show Time.’ presented by Fred Finklehoffe and headlining George Jessel, 
Jack Haley, Ella Logan and The DeMarcos, moved into the Broadhurst the | 


following night (Wednesday). 


raves, though a couple were, strangely, 


It whammed. 


Most of the critics gave it 


of the opposite viewpoint. Regard- 


less, it was conceded that ‘Show Time’ put the bounce back into what ap- 


peared the night before to be a sadl) 


are doing business. + 


SHOW TIME 


(BROADHURST, N. Y.) 


George Jessel, Jack Haley, Ella 
Logan, The DeMarcos (2), Berry 
Bros. (3). Bob Williams, Lucille 
Norman, Con Colleano (2), Olsen & 
Shirley; Wally Goodeson leading Pit 
Orch; $2.75 top. 





After some 20 weeks in Los, An- 
geles and Frisco, ‘Show Time’ came 
into New York a socko straight 
vaudeville performance. The ex-| 
perience of a long run naturally 
counted heavily in achieving such a} 
finished result, but of greater value 
is a combination of superb acts, fine 
balance and the ringmastering of, 
George Jessel, who probably gave 
the finest performance of his theatri- 
cal career opening night here. 

Jessel wraps up the show; he ties! 
up the loose ends and delivers to the 
audience a finished package. The 
program bills him as ‘conferencier,’ 
which, in his case, is more another 
name for ‘footlights master’ than 
master-of-ceremonies. For he is not 
merely an introducer of vaudeville 
acts, but an artist who actually does 
seven acts of his own in between 
each of the other turns. And from 
his very first minute on the stage, he 
had the premiere crowd in his hip 
pocket. 

In one respect, Jessel’s outstanding | 
score is ironical. He was last in this | 
very same theatre as star and co- | 
producer of the musical ‘High 
Kickers.’ It got bad notices and he} 
was included, in a lesser degree, in| 
the raps. Now he’s back, a few)! 
months later, with the same jokes, | 
the same voice, the same Jessel. And | 
he’s a smash. Maybe it’s because he} 


hasn’t the show's bankroll to worry | 
about, but more likely it’s because | 
he’s the best Jessel to date and has! 
better surrounding talent. By the} 
time he brought down the final cur- 
tain Wednesday night, his personal | 
triumph seemed to overshadow the 
great click of ‘Show Time’ as a 
whole 

The three other headliners like- 
wise came through as opening-night 
individual winners. Jack Haley's 
comedy rang the bell loudly; Ella 
Logan's singing was a second-halt | 
applause smash, while The DeMarcos |! 
closed the first half all out of breath 
after two encores. The top dance 
team did five routines in all. intri- 
cate, but beautifully smooth, and 
their terrific reception was 100% de- 
Seed. 

“here are some lesser lights who 
als» shine brightly. Like the three 
Berry Brothers, whose bangup acro- 
batic 
slot, held the audience on opening 
night; ditto Con Colleano, perhaps 
the best of all tight-wire workers, 
who is a seven-minute thrill right at 
the opening, an equally tough posi- 
tion for any act: or Lucille Norman 


| got yells at this viewing, 


i} at Loew’s State. 


| and finally a fifth number. 


| about the only good thing left from 
| ‘Hiya Gentlemen,’ the ill-fated mu- | 1n 
| night she switched to a Cole Porter 


ling or 


| booth afterpiece, in which each tears 


hoofery, in the tough closing | 


(New Acts), a pretty blonde soprano, | 


under contract to Metro, 
livers nicely in the first half: and 
Bob Williams. whose ‘hysterical’ de- 
livery while failing to get his dead- 
pan, rubber-boned dog, Red Dust. 
to do some simple tricks builds up 
audience laughter much the same 
Way as Edgar Kennedy doing a 
slow burn. Also included among the 
clicks is the acrobatic dancing mixed 
team of Olsen and Shirley, two kids, 
but the boy is overly cute for a 
pants-wearer. They’re OK for niter- 
jes as well as rostrums. 

The difference between vaudeville 
fn an intimate legit house and vaude- 
ville in the big picture theatres is 
clearly drawn in Haley’s perform- 
ance. At one point Jessel pokes fun 
at the seven-a-day time, but Haley 
is more a personal example. Here 
he is in his elément. His boyish, 
impish personality, which it’s im- 
possible to get across in the deluxers, 
is readily transmitted at the Broad- 
hurst. The slightest mugging, or a 
mere lift of the eyebrows, gets 
laughs. In the film deluxers, you 
can't see his mugging—and, if you 
sit far back, you can’t even see 
Haley. 

Thus Haley is clicking big here 
with the same material that’s only 
fair in the large theatres. His letter 
from the draft board, for instance, 


who de- 


| a-day 





deflated two-a-day revival. Both 





g in compari- 
son to lesser receptions when caught 
His takeoffs on pop 


songs likewise were socko opening 
night, and that sandwich-and-beer 
bit with Jessel opening the second 


half is strong in laughs chiefly be- 
cause of the championship delivery 
of two comics in close contact with 
an audience. 

The DeMarcos, he of the lightning 
feet and she (Sally Craven) a lovely 
vis-a-vis, are an audience act, flashy 
and finished. Their stint, incident- 
ally, represents the, only ‘production’ | 
in the small-cast show. Working in 
full, in what is presumably a cafe | 
setting, the smart ballroomoligists 
whisk through three routines that 
seemingly run the gamut of all dance 
steps, but opening night the audi- 
ence forced them back for a fourth 


Miss Logan, a tiny brunet with} 
a mighty voice and delivery, is 
dynamic in the second half. ‘Strip 
Poika,’ ‘Something I Dreamed Last 
Night’ and ‘Tipperary’ are her solo 
smashes. Later she returns, in aj 
cutie-pie skirt and jacket costume, | 
to do ‘You Take the High Note, and 
I'll Take the Low Note’ with Haley, | 
and that also socks. The song is} 


sical starring Maxie Baer which 
never got past its break-in date in 
Boston last year. 

Jessel on his own between the acts | 
and as:the refugee ‘Professor Laber- 
macher,”’ lecturer extraordinary. is 
an entertainment delicacy. Whether | 
comic or sentimental, whether sing- 
phoning his mother —and | 
especially as the Professor—Jesse!] is | 
100%-plus. That professor gag, with 
the surprise blowoff of the semi-nude 
dame on the slide, is nifty comedy 
material and Jessel milks from it 


} 


|} every laugh possible. As if all this} 


isn’t enough, Jessel and Haley gend 
‘em out laughing, too, with a phone 


the other down in respective con- | 
versations with mother and wife. 
Fred Finklehoffe, who is present- | 


{ing this show, is now a film writer | 
|under Metro contract. 


| laborator on ‘Brother Rat,’ the stage | the startling specialty of Sally Keith | 


He was col-| 


hit of some years ago, but how he ac- 
quired his enthusiasm for vaudeville 
is something of a puzzle. Regardless, 
he’s got a winner here in a show! 
that has a talent budget of slightly 
less than $10,000 and is housed in a 


000 if doing capacity at $2.75 top. 
|A mistake has been to tilt Sat. nite 
to $3.30, which takes it out of the 
‘vaudeville’ scale. Understood to be | 
a Shubert ‘idea.’] 


PRIORITIES OF 1943 


(46TH STREET, N. Y.) 





Harry Richman, Carol 
Henny Youngman, Bert Wheeler & | 
Hank Ladd with Francetta Malloy, | 
The Acromaniacs (3), Radio Aces 
(3), Johnny Burke, The Bricklayers. | 
Harrisan & Fisher Imagen Carvnen- 
ter, Sally Keith, Ted Adair, 6 Show- 
girls, 12 chorines; Lou Forman lead- 
ing pit orch; $2.75 top. 


Bruce, | 


Clifford C Fischer, who last 
winter gave show business its two- 
vaudeville renaissance, 
brought his second ‘Priorities’ into | 
N. Y. Tuesday (15) under un-| 
fortunate circumstances. As a re-| 
sult of limited break-in time. where | 
the most attention had to be paid | 
to the production accoutrements | 
rather than the proper spotting of | 
the acts, this layout's Broadway | 
premiere, after three days in New 
Haven, was a loose and frequently 
dull entertainment. 

Result was that ‘Priorities’ took a 
severe rap from most of the daily 
newspaper critics, who have to 
make a deadline and can’t wait for 
alibis. ‘Variety,’ with a full week 
before its next press time, figured it 
worthwhile, however, to give it an- 
other take two nights later. It 
proved worthwhile. Though still 
not a smash, the show was playing 
100% better at the second catching 
due to a reshuffling of talent and 
one switch in assignments, which 
gave most of the mc. chores to 


|}and Carol 


| triumph and an uplift for ‘Priorities’ 


| Ladd, an 


| McGee 


; arr a*5 7 1° cnarialty 
| 1Oo ( rie I baa eS *Claity. 
| theatre than can gross around $26,- | B Carese Fiansiis spec F 


| ducted a 
| finally 





Harry Richman rather than Henny 


Youngman. The same marked im- 
provement, incidentally, attended 
the first ‘Priorities,’ which floundered 
a bit on opening but was a click 
from its second night on. _ 
The momentum of the ‘Priorities’ 
title, plus word of mouth that this 
is now a pleasant evening’s enter- 
tainment, should carry this layout 
along to okay b.o. results for a few 


weeks. However, Fischer, who is 
associated with the Shuberts, had 
better figure on getting some | 


stronger personalities in place of a 
few he now has if he expects this 


show to run as long as the Lou 
Holtz-Willie Howard-Phil Baker | 
opener. 

Opening night, Youngman m.c.d 


the show with about as much en- 
thusiasm as a Lindy herring ap- 
proaching a songplugger. He dead- 
panned the acts on and off; gave 
them no lift, though some of them 
certainly needed that extra some- 
thing to get them across. Later, in | 
his own session of clowning, Young- 
man made the grade in nice fashion 
with his regular theatre-nitery act. 

With Richman now m.c.ing, the 
results are only slightly better, but 
at least the singer, who still-hasn’t 
entirely dropped the idea that he | 
can be a comic as well, brings the 
acts on with a warm smile—even if 
he can’t sometimes remember their 
names. Thursday night, somebody | 
in the wings had to audibly shout 
the Radio Aces monicker to Rich- 
man, who was fumbling for their 
name on the stage. 

One of the most unfortunate 
things about this ‘Priorities’ is that 
two of its three headliners, Richman 
Bruce, are its weakest 
links. The third, however, is its} 
strongest — Bert Wheeler opening | 
night and on the subsequent catch- | 
ing registering both a personal | 


Working with Hank 
excellent straight man, 
and Francetta Malloy (Mrs. Ladd) 
for a bit, Wheeler is a standout click. 
There’s no question that he'll soon | 
be grabbed by some musical pro- 
ducer and return to the Broadway 


as a whole. 








' marquee lights he once shared with | 


ex-wife Betty Wheeler. 

Richman was in very poor voice | 
opening night—and_ still failed to | 
reach the high notes at the second | 
catching. Miss Bruce, on the other 
hand, was reaching all the notes, but 
she’s not a headline singer by a long 
shot. Her choice of numbers open- 
ing night was bad, but Thursday 


Blues’ and 


medley, ‘St. Louis ; 
thus register- 


‘Lousiana Purchase,’ 
ing better. 
stick by his standbys, such as 
‘Puttin’ on the Ritz’ and that medley 
of his old show tunes. He hasn’t 
changed a gesture. Only some of 
the notes. 

Fischer has injected a lot of pro- 
duction into this show, to the point 
that it is as much revue as it is 
vaudeville—if not more. Lester Lee 
and Jerry Seelen have written four | 
special tunes of no special quality; } 
Jean LeSeyeux staged in rather dull 
fashion, and dance director trudy 


| third 


|}ing of 


| man lead the pit orch. 


Richman continues to! yack, Jean & Betty. 





but the whole thing is quite 
nebulous. It’s more Eden Wax 
Musee than big-time theatre. 


| Two of the acts in the show are 
holdovers from the closing weeks of 
the last ‘Priorities.’ One is the ex- 
|cellent ‘Bricklayers,’ Gautier’s dog 
act, while the other is Johnny 
| Burke, the World War doughboy, 
|who also hasn't changed a_ word, 
| grimace or gesture since 1918. He 
couldn't get the audience laughing 
opening night, probably because the 
‘smart’ show crowd had only heard 
!his material many times 
| Thursday night he started slowly, 
but finally got the house with him 
!and scored. 

| The three Acromaniacs are a sock 
opening act with fast and exhausting 
stunting and each boy a personality. 





The Radio Aces, another male trio, | 


were lost opening night closing the 
show, but later were moved into the 
slot an the first half and 
whammed with their character sing- 
special material. Harrison 
and Fisher, the ballroomologists, are 
doing only one routine—this an in- 
terpretation of ‘Amphitryon,’ in 
which the man romantically chases 
the femme all over the stage while 
her husband is absent. If nothing 
else. it proves why the Greeks were 


great marathon runners. 
There’s no tap-dancing in the 
show. but Ted Adair, who does a 


whirling, jumping ballet-type of 
routine, contributes a fair session in 
one of the production bits 


As for Wheeler, he walks away 
with all the applause and _ talent 
honors. The little, mousey comic 


has an act that wins immediate audi- 
ence sympathy, a natural gravitation 
when a big guy, in this case Ladd, 
browbeats a little one. In his first 
session with Ladd, with the latter 
‘stealing’ the laughs from his boss, 
and later in his sandwich-chewing 
(he formerly used an apple) heart- 
to-heart grouch talk with the audi- 
ence, Wheeler proves both an expert 
and clicko mirth provoker. He had 
the opening night and Thursday 
night audiences in his palm and the 
sendoffs they gave him were terrific. 

Fischer has imported another old 
Palace touch by having Lon For- 
Forman was 
a pit name in the old two-a-day era 
and he’s expert in playing a show 
of this type. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 19. 
‘Hi. Neighbor’ with Don Zelaya, 
the Antalaks 
(5), Hank the Mule (2), Will Morris 
& Bobby, Rollerettes (4); ‘Hi, Neigh- 
bor’ (Rep). 


The double billing on ‘Hi, Neigh- 
bor,’ both stage show and pix, isn’t 
a typo. Title of the film was spread 
to cover vaudeville for want of a 
better idea to describe a six-act bil] 
leaning strongly to athletic and 
novelty acts. The headliner is Don 


in 20 years on this stage, old home 





evidently didn’t 
much time to work with the chorus 
of 12 and showgirl contingent of six. 
There are several rough spots, not- 
ably the ‘Song of the WAAC's’ 
routine, which, incidentally, includes 


twirling tassels from her bosom and 
derriere. It’s not an exercise that 
the women’s army will! adopt, but in 
this instance evidently takes the 
place of a drum major. It’s a switch 
Pre- 
ceding this, Miss Bruce and Imogen |} 
Carpenter, who is on just this once, 
do a special song on why they’re | 
joining the WAAC’s. 


The ensemble is also concerned in | 


the opening ‘It’s Mental’ special, first 
sung by the showgirls and 
danced by the chorus. This is some- 
thing of a takeoff on Gypsy 
Lee’s strip song. The fourth special 
is ‘I Like Your Style,’ with Rich- 
man singing and cueing into the 
stage the showgirls in ‘priorities’ 
costumes of the future, ie., dish 
towels, whisk brooms, etc. Opening 
night this segued into one femme 
coming on in a war savings stamp 
getup for a new kind. ef strip 
routine. Richman sold to the audi- 
ence, at their base value, the stamp 
headress, brassiere covering, shoe 
clips, and so forth, until he got down 
to the $10-in-stamps bouquet cover- 
ing the girl’s g-string. He then con- 
war bond auction, which 
went to $25.000, with Louis 
Marks, the toy manufacturer, getting 
the nod over Jules Brulatour. The 
removal of the bouquet disclosed the 


girl wearing a g-string reading ‘Buy | 


U. S. Bonds.’ 


It's reported that the following 
day the Treasury Department or- 


| dered that piece of business stopped 


immediately. Thursday night the 
auction was out, but the stamp-sell- 
ing bit remained, though the girl 


was no longer wearing such a 
patriotic flimsy. Without the bond 
auction, and considering that the 


stamp sale is no more than $50 per 
performance, the very slow bit is 
hardly worth the effort and it would 
be better for the show if removed. 


Another production bit, up near 
the finale, has two startling im- 
personations of Churchill and Presi- 
dent Roosevelt seated on the deck 
of a battleship. The guy impersonat- 
ing Churchill is an especially close 


copy, both physically and in voice, | 


have very FP 


| Good Neighbor 
| this year, 


then | 


Rose | 


of the two-a-day. Every other act 
has some muscle stuff in it. 

The basic idea of Zelaya’s piano 
humor hasn’t changed in 20 years, 
but it’s still timely, topical and good 
for a lot of healthy laughs. Then it 


was jazz, now it’s jive as he tries to | 


explain, with comedy gestures, how 


music affects the physical body. His, 


key tickling, when he plays straight, 
gets a click response. The Nicar- 
aguan Paderewski is 
policy on the side 
pointing proudly to the 
fact that his country was the first 
in Latin America to follow U. S. 
into war with Japan. The house is 
his from then on. 

Will Morris and Bobby, a couple 
of baggy pants comedians, have a 
bunch of fun with a bicycle. Their 
suspenders tangle in the handlebars, 
their cuffs catch in the chain, the 
front wheel flies around and flips 
them in the rump, etc. then the 
| whole shebang falls apart. It’s not 
new, (remember Joe Jackson?), of 
course. For a topper, Morris hurtles 
from a springboara to the handle- 
bars and rides the bike upright off 
the stage. Low comedy makes the 
act. 

Jean, Jack and Betty, a clever trio 
of acrobats, do some plain and fancy 
tumbling and balancing in swing 
tempo with triple somersaults and 
| other nifty tricks in their bag. Their 
killer is a slow rise from #z2¢ on the 
floor, one on top of the other, to 
a three high. They’re 
| good and know how to put their 
| stuff across. The five Antalaks are 
| more routine in their methods, but 
more spectacular. Three girls and 
two boys, they work with high 
standards balanced on feet and 
shoulders. 


drape themselves gracefully around 
the top, two hanging by one foot, 
the cther standing on her 


clothing. The Maud bumps and 
shimmies, jumps off stage, climbs 
over the seats, gets chummy with 
the girls, sits down on a. bald- 
headed guys lap. with a pretty good 
chorus of chuckles. The hee-haw 
finally goes down and out trying to 
| Stand on one leg. Opening act is the 
| Four Rollerettes, a team of girls who 
are fast and fancy on skates. 
Biz is average. Corb. 





before. | 


Zelaya, making his tirst appearance | 


selling the | 


At the finish, one guy | 
holds the pile while the three girls | 


J hands. | 
This gets the audience off its hands. | 


Hank the Mule is a gal in jackass’ | 


STATE, N. Y. 


Enrica & Novello, Frank Fay with 
|Eddie Parks, Una Merkel, Betty 
! Kean, Ann Nagle, Clarence Gas}:il/- 
‘Tish,’ reviewed in ‘Variety, July 
22, °42. 


| This is one of the State’s less 
| entertaining bills. Outside of Frank 
Fay, the headliner, there’s little more 
| that can be said for this layout than 
jhas already been said many times 
before for other Hollywood person- 
alities. Film players Una Merkel 
and Ann Nagle, who comprise the 
top names along with Fay in this 
;package slated for the _ picture 
houses, are fugitives from an act. 

Fay, of course, is vaudeville from 
way back, and consequently is never 
at a loss for things to do. He em.- 
cees, does his usual monolog, engages 
in a little repartee with the girls, 
does his usual break-down of pop 
| lyrics and even tries a straight tune. 

And all of it in his assured, casual, 
off-handed way. He remains a con- 
sistent attention-holder, though still 
possessing the faculty of throwing 
away lines to a family-time audi- 
ence. These subtle nifties went great 
at the old Palace in front of a hep 
show mob, but here it's finding the 
greatest reception in Ruby Zwer- 
'ling’s pit band. Betty Kean, who's 
| being billed as Republic Pictures’ 
‘latest discovery,’ is short on the 
comedy stuff, mainly because of the 
material, but she shakes a mean ‘gam 
in a couple of hoofing numbers. 
She’s originally from the stage and 
| her fine dancing ability shows it. 

| Miss Merkel is gushing plenty of 
|unrationed sugar in her dialog with 
| Fay. more or less sticking to the type 
of dumb character she portrays on 
the screen. She has good stage 
presence, but the material isn’t there. 
Miss Nagle is attractive up at the 
mike, but discussion with Fay of her 
Hollywood eatery is neither enter- 
taining nor in good taste. It is, seem- 
ingly, a plug for want of anything 
else to say. Her attempt at singing 
shows little experience in that line. 

Eddie Parks and Clarence Gaskill 
are traveling with the package, the 
former, Fay’s radio stooge on the 
Tums program, also serving simi- 
larly here. Gaskill, the songwriter, 
accompanies Fay on the piano dur- 
ing the song numbers. 

Enrica and Novello, colorfully 
|costumed, are a fine dance team, 
long standard in the va¥leties. They 
combine all the ballroom terps to 
| Start the bill off with a neat recep- 
| tion from the audience. 





| Biz was just fair opening night 
(Thursday). with ‘Tish’ suggesting 
little boxoffice pull Kahn 


STAR, BROOKLYN 


Lee Morman, Mona Leese, Art 
| Gardner, Mack Dennison, Joe Ross, 
|Arno & Arnette, June Boyd, Line 

(8), Showgirls (6), Murray Auster 
House Orch (6) and shorts. 

This house has been the mecca of 
Brooklyn's burlesk addicts for years. 
With Mayor LaGuardia’s edict vs. 
nudity, the house had to fold. -Pre- 
|sumably its clientele went into hid- 
ing for they turned out in force last 
week, just a little the worse for 
wear, when the house reopened with 
a straight stage show. The billing 


says nothing about burley, in any 
of its ramifications, but the audi- 


;ence obviously expected at least a 
fairly reasonable facsimile thereof 

They got enough atmosphere to 
make them feel at home. The floor 
, was littered with ashes, butts, crum- 
| pled cigarets, icecream and candy 
containers. The same seats were 
still broken and the candy butcher 
was still peddling ‘real action’ pic- 
tures with a bar of Nestle’s. The 
| oldtimers still came with a container 
of suds under their armpits and 
traded banter with the ushers. But 
burley was something they didn't 
get. 

True the comics and the blackouts 
were the same, the music good and 
loud and hot, and the girls were 
pretty and pleasing without stripping 
or grinding; but there were no 
tableaux, no nudes, no navels. 

That, after ali, is what tht 
lammisters from the Ebbets Field 
bleachers want. How they'll react 
to the finer points of denatured s.a 
is anybody's guess. From their re- 
action at this show, they like it, be- 
cause at least the applause and 
laughs were there. 

Considering the budget the 
| Brothers Raymond, who operate the 
house, provided for Harry Puck, the 
producer, and the audience yen for 
rough and tumble burley, the 70- 
minute show was a success, Mona 
| Leese did two routines that vaguely 
, resembled a strip and a grind, yet 
were innocuous enough to please any 
| bluenose. Lee Morman piped a flock 
of standard pops and was good 
enough to silence the ‘take-it-off 
guys. The ponies looked young and 
'fresh and most of them danced as 
if they enjoyed it. The showgirls 
| looked and acted like showgirls. The 
big surprise were the comics, Art 
Gardner and Mack Dennison. They 
iplaved their blackouts straight, with 
,a minimum of horseplay and actually 
'garnered laughs, even at the black- 
out. The two vaude acts, June Boyd 
with her xylophone, and Arno & 
| Arnette with a mock ballroom rou- 
| tine, worked fast and were well re- 
| ceived, Fran, 
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“PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Tony Pastor Orch with Eugenie 
Baird, Andrews Sisters (3), Lathrop 
& Lee, Alan . Carney; ‘Major and 
Minor’ (Par), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 


Sept. 2. 








With the click ‘Major and Minor’ 
feature on the screen, the Par is 
offering an entertaining stageshow 
headed by the Andrews Sisters and 
Tony Pastor’s orchestra. The com- 
bination, plus the Government's 
films of the Battle of Midway, un- 
mistakably spell hefty grosses. There 
were waiting lines for seats early 
opening day. 

Pastor, besides playing an occa- 
sional sax and talking vocals, fronts 
a band comprising four trumpets, 
three trombones, four saxes, guitar, 


piano, drums and bass. Outfit 
stresses hot stuff, but offers several 
sweeter numbers. Arrangements 


aren't particulaly complex or im- 
pressive. One number, plainly sup- 
posed to be something special, has 
a long break for drummer Johnny 
Moore, but doesn’t generate the ex- 
citement intended, Eugenie Baird is 
a passable band vocalist. 

Andrews Sisters, back from a pic- 
ture-making jaunt to Hollywood, re- 
veal plenty of professional skill and 
poise. They were becomingly togged 
in identical long white gowns at 
show caught and handled themselves 
attractively on stage. Open with a 
boogie woogie rhythm number, fol- 
low with a slower novelty tune, then 
‘Pennsylvania Polka,’ an ingenious 
‘Apple Blossom Time’ arrangement 
and concluded with their sock ‘Strip 
Polka. Without overdoing it, their 
bits of comedy business during their 
songs add to the effect. 

Lathrop and Lee, formerly the 
Lathrop Brothers and Lee trio, are a 


‘neat tap team. Open with a ball- 


room routine to .a Schubert com- 
osition, after which the girl sheds 
i full-length skirt to do a click 
number in a full, knee-length skirt. 
The man does a brief solo turn and 
they close with a nice tap strut. Alan 
Carney, a sad-puss comic with a 
droll delivery, does impersonations, 
some of them of unusual subjects 
such as Mayor LaGuardia, a collec- 
tion of Union Square ‘characters, 
etc. If he expands his original ma- 
terial sufficiently to graduate from 
impersonations, Carney has the stuff 
to become ajname comic. Hobe. 


' ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Ann Corio, Georgie Tapps, 3 Win- 
ter Sisters, Stuart & Taylor, Dennis 





Sisters, Francis Willis, Ray Lang’s 
Orch (13); ‘Highways by Night’ 
(RKO). 





This week’s show at the Oriental 
bears a strong flavor of Minsky’s, 
with Ann Corio doing virtually a 
complete burlesque routine—except 
for an actual strip. The fact is forc- 
ibly brought home that she’s leaving 
out the best part of the act, the thing 
the customers really pay to see. It’s 
apparently a question of censorship 
by the management. 

Bill is a varied 
dancing, comedy 
Frances Willis gets the show ‘into 
gear with a nimble exhibition of 
twists, turns and somersaults. A 
competent performer. 

Pert and pretty, the three Dennis 
Sisters, blonde, redhead and brunet, 
harmonize on a series of popular 
tunes much in the manner of all 
harmony trios. The gals have some 
neat arrangements, are enthusiastic, 
Bay, and get over. 

Georgie Tapps, who just finished 
an engagement at the Mayfair Room 
of the Blackstone, remains-a_ fine 
ballete-tap dancer, winning deserved 
applause for his routines. 

Miss Corio’s act seems to have been 
thrown together rather hastily. First 
half is rather out of sorts, consisting 
of amorous advances of comics Stu- 
art and Taylor. Second part, ‘How 
to Disrobe Gracefully,’ reveals the 
voluptuous Miss Corio in something 
resembling a strip act; that’s more 
her speed and won applause. But 
it belongs in burlycue, not in a fam- 
ily theatre. 

The Winters Sisters are the usual 
click acrobatic dancers, getting con- 
siderable applause. Loop. 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


; Miami, Sept. 19. 
Little Jackie Heller, Noll & Nolan, 
live White, Cy Landry, Arthur & 

“orton Havel, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par). 


featuring 
and_ acrobatics. 


one, 








Olympia taps the chime again this 
week with a crackerjack stage lay- 
out, which, parlayed with breezy 
| eigen fare, is productive of gratify- 

8 grosses, 

Little Jackie Heller is on from 
the Coast, having just completed 
The Yanks Are Coming,’ in which 
he had both warbling and acting 
role. Capsule chorister is in his 
Usual clicky form, and evidences 
~€en judgment in choice of tunes, 
Including one from his pic that 
Tegisters okay for sound. 

A pair of personable steppers, Noll 
and Nolan, score strongly with ex- 
feptionally colorful choregraphy. 

Cutines, which are executed with 





a great deal of finesse, are highly 
original, and very gay. These two 
are remindful of Gower and Jeanne, 
and should definitely go places. A 
fine bet for class cafes. 

Olive White is a looker, with nice 
pipes and fine stage presence. Last 
time here she did corking job as 
emcee, but this outing confines her- 
self to warbling and instrumental 
workout. Gal has wealth of appeal, 
and it seems pity to detract from it 
by tooting a soprano sax. She can 
get away with the fiddling interlude 
okay, but might be better if she 
discarded the reed, and stepped up 
warbling output. 

Cy Landry is a fleet-footed comic, 
good for giggles. Little point, how- 


ever, in burdening himself with 
mono. He prattles better with his 
tootsies. 


Pseudo songwriting team of Ar- 
thur and Morton Havel are regular 
repeaters here, and in view of fre- 
quency with which they put in ap- 
pearance, it’s surprising how few 
get wise to their routine. Burley on 
‘.,.and then I wrote’ doesn’t get a 
tumble till the tip off. Even at that 
several buzzed manager later to find 
out if they really wrote ‘Swanee 
River.’ 


Wickets still smoking. Leslie. 


HIPP, BALTO. 





Baltimore, Sept. 20. 
James Barton, Knight Sisters (2), 
Blue Barron Orch (12) with Tiny 
Wolfe, Blue Notes (3), Clyde Burke, 
Billy Cover, Jimmy Brown; ‘The Big 
Street’ (RKO). 





Nicely combined layout enlists 
James Barton and the Knight Sisters 
to round out contribution of Blue 
Barron’s orch. Barron’s orch has 
more on the entertainment ball than 
the usual name combos making this 
spot. He builds his numbers in ris- 
ing climax and enlists same highly 
striking scenic and production effects 
besides pacing matters very nicely 
as a straightforward emcee. 

Opening band number is a patri- 
otic medley followed by ‘Idaho,’ with 
Dick Brown handling the vocal. ‘Be 
Careful, It’s My Heart’ is next, with 
Billy Cover. leading the glee club to 
good effect, after which an encore of 
‘Donkey Serenade’ registers 


Sisters. Brace of nice*looking fem- 
mes punch out some socko hand-to- 
hand and adagio, nicely 
musie and a decided novelty. 
bell here lustily. 

Jimmy Brown of Barron’s crew 
takes hold of ‘Silver Wings’ and 
‘Kalamazoo,’ after which Tiny Wolfe 
wows with a parody on ‘Beautiful 
Baby,’ followed by his scatting and 
some rather lively stepping for an 
oversized lad. Makes pace chang- 
ing interlude and leads into Clyde 
Burke vocaling ‘My Devotion, 
‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and ‘Always in My 
Heart.’ 

Barton next and solid to the hilt. 
A veteran all-around performer of 
unusual versatility, he opens with a 
vocal of ‘You Made Me Love You,’ 
followed by some swift hoofery and 
his now-famous drunk act, earning 
an encore of some contrasted danc- 
ing from waltz to jitterbug. Drew a 
series of insistent bends and a beg- 


off. 


Finale by Barron is a very_flashy | 
Today,’ | 


workout of ‘Any Bonds da 
smartly pointed with stage and lignt- 


} 239) 
ing effects and employing special 
lvrics for a real click and some 
highly audible curtains. 

Biz okay. Burm, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 18. 
Blackstone, House Orch with Don 
Tiff & Mike Carle; ‘Man of Texas 
(U). 





Back in Kaycee after a long ab- 
sence, Blackstone, 30 years a 
magician, presents an hour of slick 
entertainment, and the customers 
are gaping at his smooth routines. 
A 50c top prevails again this week, 
and the tricks are worth it. 

A production effect, ‘The En- 


chanted Garden,’ is the first offering | 


by Blackstone, and he virtually fills 
the stage with flowers which he 
plucks from drapes as six pretties 
assist. After transforming one 
bouquet into a Red Cross flag, and 
another into a bow! of goldfish, the 
magician creates a fountain center- 
stage. d 

In addition to various other pro- 
duction effects employing the entire 
cast, with such titles as ‘Chinese 
Fantasy,’ ‘Girl from Mars,’ ‘Soldier’s 
Dream,’ ‘Sylvia,’ ‘The Lady With the 
Lamp,’ ‘Girls from Nowhere’ and 
‘Jack-in-the-Box,’ Blackstone’ uses 
several of the sure-fire tricks of 
other years, such as the vanishing 
bird-cage and the Hindu rope 
illusion. 

The immaculate wardrobe of the 
conjurer and the entire cast is re- 
flected in the fine condition of all 
drapes and props, something which 
cannot always be said about magic 
acts in vaude. All of the girls in 
the Blackstone company are look- 
ers, and not a few whistles were 
heard as they made their entrances. 

Biz strong opening day and night, 
with three-day national American 
Legion convention expected to hypo 
the gross over the weekend. Earl. 


well | 
and makes a good spot for the Knight | 


cued to 
Rang 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, Sept. 17. 





Winchell; ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col). 





personal at the Adams last season, 
when he set a new b.o. high for the 
theatre, it was certain that the 
maestro would be rebooked this year. 
Monroe’s current crew, embellished 
with some additional talent, is prov- 
ing as dulcet, as musically hep and 
zingy as its predecessor. Add to this 
the fact that the band drew rave no- 
tices from the local gazettes and that 
long queues lined up in front of the 
boxoffice since the first show Thurs- 
day morning (17). 

Monroe's outfit, made up of six 
brass, four reeds and four rhythm, 
gets under way with ‘Idaho,’ then 
‘Hip Hip Hooray,’ which it’s re- 
corded, and ‘Darkdown  Strutters 
Ball.’ Last number gives plenty of 
play to the sax, trumpet and rhythm 
sections, Monroe coming in also for 
plenty of hot licks on the trumpet. 

Marilyn Duke, band’s chanteuse, is 
one of the better warblers in the 
business and, in addition, is plenty 
easy on the eyes. Her canarying of 
‘Blue Skies’ and ‘Silver Wings’ had 
the hepcat audience yelling for more. 
Outstanding addition to Monroe’s 
crew since he last played here are 
the Lee Sisters, four lookers who 
know how to blend song and per- 
sonality. Girls sing ‘Stardust’ and 
‘Kalamazoo’ to terrific response. 

Ziggy Talent, outfit’s standard zany, 
gives out with his usual versions of 
‘Arthur Murray Taught Me Danc- 
ing,’ ‘Sam, You Made the Pants too 
Long,’ and ‘Like to be a G-Man.’ As 
usual, he’s a prime audience rouser. 

First of the separate acts is Johnny 
Barnes, whose hoofology is adequate 
enough but not any too strong on 
style. Does a Bill Robinson imper- 
sonation that, doesn’t impress as be- 
ing any too close. Dancer’s best 
asset appears to be a warm stage 
personality. 

Following the legmania, orchestra 
takes over again with ‘Harvard 
Square’ and then Monroe baritones 
‘Tangerine,’ ‘My Devotion,’ ‘This Is 





Worth Fighting For’ and ‘Stout 
Hearted Men.’ 
All four numbers were strictly 


|clicko with the jive gang, moppets 
giving out with plenty of palm- 
| pounding for more of the same. 
Paul Winchell, on last, has an ace 
ventro turn and an alter ego that 
runs a close second to Charlie 
McCarthy from a standpoint of ap- 
|} pearance and approach. Dummy 
wowed the audience at this catching 
and his ogling of the femmes in 
the audience had them _ roaring. 
Winchell also throws in a couple of 
;sock impersonations of Charles 
| Boyer and Lionel Barrymore. Jona. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 
| 


Los Angeles, Sept. 18. 


George Olsen’s Band with Sher- 


man 


Hayes, Dick Buckley, Rochelle | 


| only 


' 


Vaughn Monroe Orch (14) with 
Marilyn Duke, Ziggy Talent, Lee! 
Sisters (4), Johnny Barnes, Paul 


it is done too well and all of it is 
old hat. 

Chick and Lee close 
suggestion of sock. 


show with 
Youthful 


boys get over with their fast patter | 


and equally fast travestied 
sonations and musicking 


imper- 
Audience 


| was more in mood for their kind of 
| clowning but they came too late. 


CHICAGO, CHI | 


Predicated on Vaughn Monroe's! 


| 
| 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 


; 





| 





|& Beebe, Chick & Lee; ‘Not a Ladies | 


Man’ and ‘Tombstone.’ 





Sandwiched between its hot band 
attractions of late, with more a-com- 
ing, Orpheum slipped in 
|} Olsen band 2nd trio of comedy acts 
| that pancake. 
| ting so much jive and other forms of 
| heftier performers and musicians of 
late that decision is an unhappy one. 

Musically, show is aJmost entirely 
on the serious side 


that it is only alleged. 

Lightweight films, ‘Not A Ladies’ 
Man’ and ‘Tombstone’ 
no help, and so the b.o. is taking it 
on the chin, 

Olsen’s musie is very much of the 
semi-classic side, featuring such 
things as ‘Bolero.’ It’s heavy on 
fiddles and musical fandangoes that 
cut no ice with the established trade. 





some folks but here it’s just melody 


favorites bouncing off au- 
| diences except when Sherman Hayes, 
| band singer, tries a pop. 

Dick Buckley, opening single. 
works with audience, getting mixed 
male group (emphasis on the mili- 
tary) to come on stage and do pan- 


| coated 


(2d run), are} 


Medleys of the oldies are okay for! tp, vibraharp to render ‘My Buddy,’ | that 





Chicago, Sept. 18. 
Tommy Tucker Orch (16) with 
Amy Arnell, Don Brown, Kerwin 
Sommerville; and Ghezzis (2), Cath- 
erine Harris, Billy De Wolfe; ‘Or- 
chestra Wives (20th). 





Another in the series of major or- 
chestras booked here, Tommy Tuck- 
er, just ending his run at the E: dire 
Room of the Palmer House, has a 
fine commercial musical aggregation 
and does a colorful job of enter- 
taining. 

Band is youthful and spirited. Don 
Brown sings pops in a pleasing bari- 
tone, putting the audience in a 
proper frame for the show to follow. 
Possessed of steel toes, or seemingly 
so, Catherine Harris does a rapid- 
fire tap all over the stage, up and 
down steps, never getting off her 
toes. She also roes a swingaroo jit- 
terbug routine in this same style, 
her toe-taps being clear, clean-cut 
and forceful. An excellent per- 
former. 

Tucker’s boys jam ‘Idaho’ to de- 
light the hepcats. Follow with com- 
edy number, ‘Strip Polka,’ amusingly 
sung by Kerwin Sommerville. 

Ghezzis, veterans of vaudeville, do 
remarkably fine balancing and hand- 
to-hand stuff. The Ghezzis have an 
amusing jitterbug routine also, per- 
forming it on their hands. 

Amy Arnell is a standby of the 
Tucker ensemble. Best of her num- 
bers is the novelty, ‘Papa’s in Bed 
With His Britches On’; it drew much 
laughter. 

Best in this show, however, is 
Billy De Wolfe, impressionist. A 
natural among performers, his every 
gesture is genuinely funny. De Wolfe 
imitates many characters, a cheap 
nite-club m.c., a haughty show girl, 
a European dance team, Franken- 
stein, Lon Chaney, all of them hilari- 
ous characterizations. 

Tucker closes with an Indian war 
chant, with Miss Arnell, Brown and 
Sommerville on the vocals. Loop. 


Ambassador, St. Louis 


St. Louis, Sept. 18. 
King Sisters (4), King & Arlina, 
Lane Brothers, ‘Skeets’ Herfurt, Bill 


| Schallen, Buddy Cole, Alvino Rey’s 
Orch (16); ‘Through Different Eyes’ | 


(20th). 





Once again Fanchon & Marco is 
taking a whirl at stage shows, this 


time at its downtown deluxer. the 
3,000-seater Ambassador. Stage 
shows have been presented with 


varying b.o. success at the St. Louis 
and Fox, both in midtown, during 
the past few years, but no sustained 


program has been followed. Pre- 
vious surveys showed that natives 
| would be satisfied with one screen 


George | 


House has been get- | 


i 
| 


(and that isn’t | hand. 
healthy here), and on the performer | parted to reveal the tooters on the 
angle it’s all comedy, and much of|apron the customers 


meddling of another day, the sugar- | 


| for some novel effects. Be 
ers wouldn’t let Schallen go until he} full 


opus and a stagé show, but when the 
live talent has been presented the 
customers have not turned out in 
sufficient numbers to justify con- 
tinuing the menu. 
Currently, Alvino Rey, 


| Pitts 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 18. 
Max Adkins Orch (16), ZaSu 
with Jay Brennan, Bonnie 
Baker, Cardini, DuVal, Merle & Lee, 
Fredysons (7); ‘Across the Pacific’ 


| (WB). 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


the King | 


Sisters and others are dishing out 
a nifty 60-minute show with an 
upped admish scale prevailing. At} 


session caught an SRO mob was on! 


Even before the 


palm-pounding, and this 
throughout the show. 
decked out in yellow coats and blue 


continued 


began heavy | 


The tooters, | 


| 








Acts themselves on WB deluxer’s 
second straight vaude bill aren’t bad, 
but show in general rates only fair, 


| Although there were two or three 


standout clicks individually, whole 
thing seems to be overcome by list- 
lessness. Max Adkins’ house band is 
again on the stage, getting a couple 
of licks of its own, but for the most 
part concentrating on playing for the 
turns, which it does very satisfac- 
torily. 

It’s likely that by this time ZaSu 
Pitts has been switched from the 
closing spot, which she had at get- 
away performance, for her sketch 
dies and brings the curtains in on a 
flat note. Last week it was Jackie 
Cooper, this week Miss Pitts with a 
skit that isn’t worth a thimbleful of 
her talents. With Jay Brennan, of 
old vaude team of Savoy and Bren- 
nan, feeding her, screen comedienne 
is dressed in a woman’s army uni- 
form, and their crossfire is a pattern 
of weak, stale gags that ring the bell 
spasmodically, if at all. Act she did 
last time around here a couple of 
years ago wasn’t too good, but it was 
still head and shoulders above her 
present one. 

Outstanding, and both socks, are 
Bonnie Baker and Cardini, the magic 
man. Little Baker ga! has developed 
her ‘Oh, Johnny,’ style neatly and 
with a shrewd sense of showmanship, 
picking numbers that fit her manner 
and personality, with the result that 
she’s solid all the way. Gets started 
with ‘Whaddya Think I An,’ follows 
with ‘He’s My Guy,’ then ‘I Met Him 
on Monday,’ ‘My Resistance is Low’ 
and, finally, of course, ‘Johnny.’ 
Orrin Tucker’s former vocalist filled 
the second slot, and rest of them, 
with possible exception of Cardini, 
had a tough time following her. He’s 
one of the best of the sleight-cf-hand 
artists in the business and works his 
tricks to get comic effects. His card 
stuff with gloved hands is aces, and 
his chain-cigaret finale remains tops. 
Has a cute femme assistant who’s 
dressed in a bellboy’s uniform. 

Show opens with Fredysons, seven 
men, in a neat teeterboard exhibi- 
tion, climaxed by the catapulting of 
one of them to the shoulders of a 
three-man high perch. It’s a showy 
stunt and sends them off to plenty of 
palm-pounding. DuVal, Merle and 


| Lee have a satisfactory comedy aga- 


dio act, but the only truoble is that 
there have been too many acts of the 
same kind on this stage of late. Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya were here just a 
few weeks ago, and other similar 
turns have been coming around here 
at the rate of one every couple of 
montks. That’s bad for all of them 
and reduces the fun and the effec- 
tiveness each time. 

Midway in the show, Adkins shoots 
his men through a nifty arrangement 
of ‘Idaho,’ taking over a solo spot for 
himself on the clarinet, and in the 
groove, too, but otherwise house 
band is merely background and little 
more. Bizn.s.k. This is still a house 
where they go almost exclusively for 
name vaude as such doesn’t 
mean much to the Stanley crowd. 

Cohen, 


panas; 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Lucky Millinder’s Orch (15) with 





curtains | Sister Rosetta Tharpe; Inkspots (4), 


Peg Leg Bates, Morgan & Rogers, 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). 





This is the second in a sporadic 
series of stage shows the Fox is us- 


trousers, with Rey in white flannels, | iNg in conjunction with films. While 


feature the latter in 
didoes on the electric guitar. 
also emcees. 

King & Arlina are tapsters, and 


Maestro 


the gal, in addition to displaying| Pegleg Bates, Sister Tharpe, 


Miller), it’s 
Lucky Mil- 
the 


initial attempt (Glenn 
easily as entertaining. 
linder’s 


some | this bill hasn’t the name draw of the 


Inkspots, 
and 


solid band, 


swell gams, also shows a number of} Morgan and Rogers, comedians, rack 


steps. 


After their exit Rey takes up| UP @ smooth-running, fast session 


covers a lot of ground in 


and the chair warmers ate it up.| Slightly more than an hour. 


Bill Schallen, also of the band, war- | 
bles ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,’ 
with Rey handling the vibe again 


One of the reasons why downtown 
Brooklyn in the past couple years 


hasn't nad much stage fare, with 


The eustom-| the exception of the split-week and 


week attempts at the nearby 


|had accommodated with ‘Stage Door | Strand, is because bookers figure the 


| Canteen,’ 
|}ing For.’ 


| takeot fronting for his Negro voice | 


takeoffs. 
n.s.g. but rapid-fire enough to get a 
few laughs. 
changing between himself and one 
of stooges is also funny only because 
there is nothing funnier before or 
after. 

Rochelle and Beebe, eccentric 
ballroomists, follow with series of 
burlesked terp routines that garner 


tics. 
but not sufficiently strong to be 
more than time-passing amusement. 





| surrounding poem, ‘Casey at the Bat,’ 


Casey. ‘My Buddy’ gets same treat- 
ment musically, with gobs of inter- 
polated military airs and World War 
I tunes to indicate inspiration of 
tunes’ origin. ‘Jingle Jangle’ gets a 
going-over, with four boys of band 





doing hand-dancing wrapped in| 
None of 


miniature cowboy regalia. 


He’s a little too fresh and} 


Oldie of fast hat-ex- ' 


| Band works in production number | 


and gets about as far with that as} 


A personable youngster, he | 


and ‘This Is Worth Fight-| section is too close to Broadway (30 


minutes and a nickel by subway). 


has good pipes and knows how to| Yet the reaction by Fox audiences 


use ’em., 
Next are the Lane _ Brothers, | 

acros, who score solidly. 

their best routines is when one, lying | 

on his back atop the other, skips | 

rope. Schallen returns for a double 

talk monolog that’s a click. 


a burlesk on grand opera warbling. | 


for more. 


| It's zaney stuff but the mob howled | opening gun. 
meagre chuckles from the girl's an- | | of 
Get off a few difficult twists | 


The King Sisters are reserved for | - - 
the last slot and in quick succession | form to piano to elevated drums, is 


they warble ‘Kalamazoo,’ ‘My Devo-| Unusual even to audiences used to 
tion,’ and ‘Jersey Bounce,’ with Rey} 


again manipulating the electric 
guitar and vibe. Their encore is a 
novelty, ‘Let’s Keep Smiling,’ 


but 
still the customers howled for more. | 
The blonde in the green gown 


| mob was terrific. 


} 


to Miller, and now the Inkspots, plus 
accompanying acts, indicates the ma- 


One of| jority of the audience was seeing 


these names for the first time. They 
raised the roof for Miller and, when 
caught, current all-Negro show 


Then | brought down the house with every 
three of the tooters and Rey present | turn. 


Millinder gets them from the 
His distinctive style 
leadership, which finds him all 

over the stage, bouncing from plat- 


name bands—so his effect on this 
He puts a barrel- 
full of energy into nis direction. 

The orch, composed of three 
trumpets, two trombones, five sax 
and four rhythm, is solid, boasting 


obliges with another novelty nurnber | Some extraordinary musicians. Tab 


‘Yvonne Said No,’ and the session is 


and Rey, again on the vibe, dishing 
out ‘The Army Aircorps. Sahu. 


| 


wound up with the gals, the tooters| one; he 


Smith, widely known alto saxist, is 
solos ‘Sunnyside of the 
Street,’ fine from a technical view- 


(Continued on page 48) 


wo Sento 


ee eheeemertiih” 





ad yore ge —> on 





eke od 


ee ee 





_ 


VARIETY 
Wednesd 
a + 
y September 23, 1949 
andi 
























































































































































































































































































































































¥ et 7 
r i 
e t ee | Sack 
3 B Sandro Beeae 
| Be Rosati Ad 
ponnett Gr: Adrian Danc 
Jerry G een Mitzi \ cera : 
r Gree 4K Marti Cs 
junny How K! Kit Ka . parece Abott 
; W EEK OF | Hotel bts owe & Madel ne Cal” Jordep LA 
Numerals in SEPTEM al (Cafe — hacen gt se Cassandra Spiros nem 
connection with BER 25 "Ht Gray Ore Bob is Carlyle ge Gwendolyn. Ve Ore | Cl Hotel Carter 
‘ Hotel r Cc Jean Mode D an Coe Murray & Si eausell| & 1arles > 
show, w bills below (Cotillion arte So tate Dave Unel! © Geor y & Simon 1] Estritito Wick Ore{C La Con 
» whe Ww ; on ub ddi ! Or 80 evro yan wat e| Chic ga 
er full ndicate Margar oom) | Jul an Blea e Roth O bel de Mar nuington si k Ale Club 
or split openin Stanley Melts’ a. oo Ralpie mommies La Salle Hote ated ae Siete, 
week g day of Edd Gt, Melba Gus ne Suilivac Balok Cook aan le Hotel ace) el Cleveland Four ¥ y'6 Skyb re 
. Mayehofft I vy Leat rkman Ch . Room) ie C Ar Bla *par 
Hote velta Rhythn Mildred & Jos amberlai H Cummins’ Arthur Sin, 
Loew [Larry (eneten “e ire Sean Bevel Charlotte Van Dalt ie Manzaneres re) wre Fenway i v a @e Lue: ns 
j Galli s Hil an Roor erman Chitt leis Adaiee V. Beale Don et - Mo ucca 
a | Bob } ri liegar m) Chittso Jac Adair = ragale’ er on D ardner naco’ 
Eva t¢ j de ‘ n k P Ed e's i F a so 
[Mia Miles ru IVIDENG | Hote og fother Kelly’ Don an Jo die Pripp Ore H Flavio fargie Ww; Cafe 
NEW vor " ih | ILADEI Pen Walt 1 Roosevelt } Cully R y's ang Ore aon Stepan s Ore Pet otel Hollend Monter Vard 
iK : KTI | Fay’ «i. WA aiter P-¢ | Ton tichards D 4 e Sir y er Hi endenan ‘ra Os 
St: CITY re ORI 1, Fey's (25 H erner vomack-R . rake I none G To a4 ne } 
a. at ° Y ‘ tate (25 » Art (25.9 ote Ore Ret} feiss (€ - Tot B Gls p ° ins \ te : 
Deacy 5 “su'plech ic Stanley (25) Fle eat Paar ~ ae a Ps Pian! elo 2 ae Bros | Ma — oe Ba B Burnelle Marianne ersatilians 
av Meena has Barr ~ na \ ] e & Gaut e] , ou : otson & 3 | Mary Ni Ti : OTT enri ? R 
[}a 4 é ise¢ W arnett : ferke | i ( } Rens nge) Cha A Mars} | Ra ish ip 1 is _ iri D egal 
BOT AS : Ore Anne ! j } d ; e Ds ‘ ( 1 } ‘ Bens lop G Ne . ucky 
Jack Du & Forgiel C; HINGTON Bett NAR | Nora Wil ’ Jodie, N Marco 19tl , | Edgew nson Ore Joe Norm: -_ Sk Na Webb ky Mane 
+ pang ai giel pry apitel (25) Bada K« ? Lao & Mc ‘ | Roy R ormie & 9th Hole Cl vater Beac Palm an Oro rs oan & G: 3700 in Org 
Amat FS ith or Cor . ro lie Pa IR. nzita | toss Or R | Marion P ub Hotel ch (En ier House ammy jury Ba Club 
PITTS va inane Tews iseq'ces laren Ks ‘be Vette | Hotel S a ¢ 4 owers IF (Marine Griff ipire Re Watk! KR. try P; 
BURGH antte ysdale 3 Murtat Gaskill PHILAL | ony St. Regis he addies | Russ Morg Rm) Th William J Hotel Ss ins O Edith R arks 
Rhytt — INI in Nis | Carn INLPH : iennese 1 Spnt 1 Velez | Maxine rgan Ore rhe Hartms s Ore ules Duk tatler hil K oRers D 
am Rockets } LAN ‘POLI F man rks A Ethe: s e Roof) | Snub Mose), oe Don Jul lurner Carlyn irmane uke Oro Hal H ive Jah] 
: w ircle (25) omer Om id Paull fee 7) 7 wee fore ae Valter Long Don Wal 
| ood 25) red mar Sparr “ns nyx Cl " Gl Marj De r Long Wals! 
1 Py Her ; j cightr } r Ore Ro! ub | Gls l Rio g sh 
Paramount fx sions ing Or ‘mM (29-4) r | Vine atel Taft Da - -- Dunne Heal aNere Abbott * ole ‘ DETROIT Oro 
vda Sus J acks } M L ; A ‘ T; amt iner’s Ore ainl Par. Boo -C . 
| L ! Rutor y | opez . nn \ it Rat re tainbow G adil 
{LYNBROOK | Jerr ns Dogs Motes chen Bab) ; hn te Louie eneneting oq Moremeene > (Book Cat, there! ‘ 
| Miles ook 28 |! Nruge Astori - : ies 5 sang ealy & . “rank s 10) tay Sh 
NEW | Miles Lyon (26) s Stoy Ke | (Starli oria Old D: 5100 © De Mac 4 ik Gage Dee terme 
1 Selenema tas (Ste Lavine | Metropolitan ¥ | Cark yee Root) | 5°! _enenaatan Magle Shocks The Yalan” - yr Stauder Wally. , Pets : 
re oo o fill) Gene Eee ee Geant ~siea hanks ap ag 4 Gis | ng Ole ye M Chars Joh, — 
seny Smstes on” o MIAMI NEW pg p tea E rges & Jain Sane port Mark Fisher port gy A badle "Pete larmettes 
Alan «& SIs 7 G Ilympia (23-26 MV Sao en | Byr ty ERAT | Mis, wed Cooke Gin, Lubin . nard lo 885 on? or A gu aa B ritz 4 London Ch Oro 
pe nlp cr ie0 Dow slated lartha R (25) | e Sis cha Borr re Saat. Layt irroll & Gort R: ell’'s & M Be: ower Paul op H 
. % Bud ney Sam DPD, ave | WORCE j u rr Ore Joe LaP yne Helene rorma ainbow G Mignon atrice K y E Rosi ouse 
ind Lee j puady & ' | t Donal > CESTE otel , Cc orte ie n Arni v Gil | Hi Ku ithe ni 
CHICAGO Pickens gudy Allen Val Setz_ hue Ore | Pre daeconons TER. I (Raletan neck Place hades Nita Norman Phil 7 Barnett’s O Pt min y ie on 
Chie: ‘ ; the Mar Simmer “ & V } Gene K =t-23) ‘icki G 00m) Bill F legante araet & Jil il Levant ¢ s Ore} Pada ops — Sam: re 
Eda uso (25 | Georg ndelis ns; Thre ’ y | Dor Avupa Or ~~ <! Georg \ ll Farrell Mark T Warne Shern rc addy c umy | 
! , 25) | rge Fre eC} Yon Cu ‘ Sande ge inecent I a < Talent ver lan H Di lift Olde diby 
DD “s ird ¢ reems | t+ 13 By imming Will 4 nt de @ ohnny nt Ore (Celti ote) an Ro Oide W rt Ore 
‘ ‘ ( i a" » - oO : . é é oh os ‘ . or a c - Mary ‘owl ’ i J 
Virg * a Re _ . p AUSTIN, MINN | ‘ bebe ar | . OL a - Sieenteness Orc | ern Tubertini ta Gases” meer oe ne Kerw yer sp y Sny ane Jimmy Clase Club 
t stin —-_, aram . . ' Glen ral (° > STO " Wil ne Sst Bry : June “ Stageb Jaros Sj ro arvey S$ P . Or 
Reg: Ustin Mai ount sie | nn Mill 1) Palace Ww lie s inz Ore Price ar “ Sis D Stor alm ce 
I.o1 gal (25 Major B (25-26 liller O dD ace (29- Abbott 4 hore Quee re Ascot 3 _ (Pantl onn Ar 1@ ar Beac 
7 tonal = don 5 WINONA, } ‘42 R : lL.vnr = ens = Al phon & Dresden Vera N en Mary I Deownbe t 7 ot Dar, Room) somnny he Co Bes Howard = 
? irter ae MING | ‘Wa foyer RBar ise Be = C: ova <at sat R 3 Make am Ore euny R 1g S «& Lee 
r Ore Winor » MINN ter Nil \ . oft rg arro] ¢ & the . m Cc cebelie re Res} sen W e Dal 
Major ma (30-1) | Iesoy a) Jer & Ci Bett happel 3 Sharps Fiddl ollege ves sh Ore - aoe Vtg 
ajo Bas.;, -1) salle Jerry Berg innor Jetty Ca pelle | Sharps ¢ le Car Int Br G: e: 
Bowes '42 R ' Bob = reman a Bill G! i te : G ad ne Pain 5 late irl Marx, Models/ Del rena Rail reper Girls 
leek iro Ore ( ire iraemer er . 6 Cl Ske arker ablo Or 
and R Queens T } (GI ere Hye Paul ub keeter P; ro 
° » ; » (Cla rte . M P; Boy 
R abaret Bill i nny W gaia | Phil Fost Terrace | 2! Cl House tm) = — ll ne ha Mary R: yale 
S } srady & Lt Beverly “ | Kileen mandi r Ore ou A Ste v arl ‘orpading Harry taye & XN 
ES | Nils & N: karton ’ & RR age | Stee Od Hara C Romay — wart Pine rie Kurtis stove i ald! 
en sNadynn tosie vexer nelair Janee ” Gh 4 novi b< S Marior 
» n : 8 t P er ius a rlie o 
nosTe NEW YOR | Kiki & Devon Ja k by im . (tenn Patt! Ce a Tw. ve n Ser < eaittes nnetteg 
IN es Kr Ned oc ON - oul iane ord N ristocr fart ta. 
Boston (25 Diosa C Sen Marden ss K CITY | Prenat Rein vey Ore Chet x, orker s se) pT es he ae \ Mone hy diy a Bonner 
D i! Robin nd Carl cores rag Ore Riviera , 5 Q vinda 6 seer Russ § ow Grill Jane ane e | Florenza Roland Meer tn ray cl ae oO 
oc Wh son yummy C i we | oe eee Jez ager sUSS Si } i aye 6068 Gle ry Ne ub T re 
Roy ‘ heeler DAYTON Byer Bertolottt’ Trio Mint b Poe Harvey Vera Sanot * iF Ivanh Dolls cl ow The T Three 66 
Rial Sunset Ser aren (25 Lynn n Daw tti’s | Del ptixteco Ted } Waring FAshbury “a Florence Schut Sol : Sterling Cor ub Congo ben Three Rify ad 
yt Yitze oe 4 we ty Yr CE ey or : i ey eet ay 40 roe VCAT L . ! 
Douris gerald cat ene >) Norma 1 Marianne armean — c hao hk Ore Rainbow 5 \ ve “ att oan” ° Tripol 2 Ore Walte ttes M ‘Sw i Yornen 
TOS >. “mt ' Shi — 4ucer el T ° ~~ y > , 4 | 3 e ; : 9 ; 
~— (18) Paul ae €o “take 1 ageesneha : Toro Jack Den Perlita Gr tvom Helen § i\Waiians Yar R Beverly Batic Rosita yf Brown 
1 Rol Judy ¢ an elene § 1as j B'wa mpsey’, Mon: reco umner Geo Se est B&F Vhite rince khart 
Dow yinson Sree om ele = Westen io na Monte E Scherba 3 & BF Jot Toa ne 
\ a 1 Srivi ! i le 3ele n P| 1 ! 
oes eee Brucettes Robes vio O : = aurant | Seno. Ww. oft ATLAN elen Ortega Ore | Claudia © ne es acenne 8 i 
soya Apa es 7 ag re Seno rlinof al - ea avlor olm 
Ella 1 inset Ser Ch: (18 dol Ore r Wence ldia O Sa ) lorette es 
eal itzeerala r Fay rng Spin Bill’s G; BO ices ' Babette’ : TIC CITY Congo Pst , am Fouche tw 
iglas Bros € Star Dust ak Ore ¢ Ethel G ay 90's OKING laos Maeees Aa ie anky Bow 
CLEVE lary Stevens’ Hat Gilbert THE she ». Che Mel faymarke w man Or 
nt aay? og Rosaliné Gen Charlie one? NATION’ Novelette waves M Wades ts Ayl onder Bar - 
€ : ace (95 B cage 7 tordo harlie R y | 4 es on adkey’ Avyien . 
S - Spivak (25) ay ee lon Ber nie ann 3 VAUDE Ss LEADING IN Veneers Feiecnn te \ Kaye Modelos ane 
G Dusters re . .UMB fay 90 auer VIL rie & Gus ‘ cker Nidie Pai aker 
Min. Steven Cc Peep tan - Pig Quartette | LE THEATR DEPENDENT 7 Cliquot “Clab Guy wennnz Ore 
Ai Aree Rascal auany iles Ore (Midteent? ES Toni 8 Ross LOS AN Ss Ure 
oO . Is rape ce Ia wa Sorre 
P (18) hea & Raym«  czel Scott ' NEW Y Ruth Ws > B GELES 
Cliarlie B . (22.9 ynd tevuel t | ORK Jaca arren - aud B 
Le Carnet Ore Woods Wee Eddie M | jue Hill ate Snyvd os I 
ooper "at ¥F ermal ’ Bill . h cl " Jackie y Cor 468 Bar 
Ly: Henning 1 Ore Das: Mo Hy! s As ub Noma Ma et Green Grac arnett O 
yda Sue idy W re ; Annette R d ae Brew e Haye re 
dy Wilson Ore | —= BEVERLY HILLS Dixie. Sullivan Gee Tipbice ore | "y Hayes Lodge 
e Soci c linia git Sohhe. iy illy s es . Jimmi om ‘ 
pod ct iety = Morocco Cc obby Bernard Biliy Snyder ro = Tumis O' Ban n 
Warner Albert : lage) | Chiqu cey Grey O ~ Farland —$—— » CAL Pat ml... Club Mee ankin Selenen am yes Or 
Edw Ammon ito Ore ~ re | Jetty and Ore eae Bi ravers of Gry jay ° 
ward Toles . ¢ om yr, 4 * — ] f A on Mus! ace Have 
: lg lyler ? : Famou [win Angels Dacit ill Heye inn Triol — ee ee 
: Anna Johr son Zorita S Door Dick Quartet Del Cc Herman's a Hoff —~ H —— & Paull 
NEW Rei Rob Fr: i yank 2 helly asir Musie Bill J in ollyw uline 
‘W YORK cove “sp hman nson tig os We ‘ ack Se al 1 Rogers ¢ Ore Nos ma Jimmy Bar Micha ord i Ma mad 00d Tropics 
rand (25 Pe ean Y seWwi Siege] _ yne Jim _—o Johnny orne atte Y Solar a ‘ Sw : e Lew! . 
Horace 7 ae gg Costello o Gray ] Nick Jar Sawda Dwyer's nas y, Pine nl Carls} Brieht eneattdock i Dick Win iwards . onna Tu wis 
‘ Or ay & T asi oy arret 30 st T ’ et we raisie § rances C 5 : mSLOW . 4 ee 
? ri (18) on be "Cae Nina te Russe Fefe's rit 7 } ee Reeth date , wr 7 Ore| Milton H oe Willie De arrol} , Tiyettmore oo” Marl Neighbors o 
ick Jurgens C Sev 8) Gs araso\ Narit ec at O'She: Bt Reener ton Hube Sasa aie Jimmy K ow reg 8 Oro 
nn, R : Ore ven F iy psy Sova \arita arlo| Arle lea R oney. & Cl er Or rie Kit Hart tay ick Da 
Walt toyee, Ve Bonni ‘redyson Ge Mar! Soni » | ene ‘oss M 7, SF tateau bd Bob B ibbey P is & $I] hom ° : 
Iter Nilss anya nie Baker 8 George Sat ot ny Kens fea Fy Maro acLean Sik Ren; M: ell ent Shore H as 
BROOK on Deval, Sten, I Dmitri + pa ep 5 ndis Ore rt Foley Rus ld Nap 4 q Rose 1ult ane De Ss Donaid Lee cate of Mu 9 
Fi RLYN Zasu Pit tle & Le Kris Ka: atvien] Tor 1 Club Marie 8 O'Co D:z sian Kre Stylists enn Atl Shone Payse Novis Jean Meuni rphy & 
4 ox (1 Cardini ts e| Ni xay ¢ <0 ommy ie D; nnell aris retecl > antic see D Bet] unier ; 
I Ink Spot 8) ardini Nicholas Maa Tubt taft Dorothy as Dar : Birse —_ Al . alm Rox Hotel Joe Rei encers Geor. Reyne ? i 
+UK ky M + UTIC A Matthe RB y Rive Marlen Mack Ser te Sokols 3 Yranci 0m ) Cc ichman O eorge Re And as : 
Peg itn Ra S CA Ce : y O} arba) 8 . ne Be wa Ke kava is Or asa N ro Bo ; dm 
s ie <8 Bates r Ore ac (29-30) Walter orutti’s Hari iet : ae . tula Valennee =erOnel s 7 w Si lft BOSTON ; Bob Obese nano b Murphy o 
Gord; Tharpe Don Proven upa Ore Mae RB; Ly nch Margo qG rent rie Jimmy Ke Mi holas ar o1 _ Beache Cocoan Ore Louisian 
PHILADIN Ee S eves Ga” Mary Tallee Rene Villon’ sath ig snelly’e sees pred | Reda aay I Fredd us Greve tor Jose & 1 “ f 
ye IELP > e Sis 4 Cha alley Sonny ‘On ‘ontmar arp Nastia P Savalofe oda valk 's O Jack } ie Mar wee | & Rov 
Karle (ene (21.2 lantic I y Love Hel rte Boy Mae Polial ft R Chase re | Bi fanni E artin O lite ceB ‘ 
‘tik: A | Marthe Rave pe gg ouise St * | Dee eo — Marusia Sava oberta Ra i Cronin = © wes aj Poy “> 
k § ~ f ‘ Stusz : . i , , Say N R Dor ronir ro | W arrol Maca 
Luck Spots Sam I 1 Raye R - aremo1 Stuart uart Janita Ri 1e3 Cornelis ava ita & amon orothy i) Vest olls mbeo C 
suck A ) pe 4, ev Cha it t Ore Ele iver: ia Cedol ; « R: : s ly Den & & = PI Caf 
Gor la = Winder Or Val ene Ore tag Ea Tun Fisher’ M: anor Pri ra Spivy’ edolban O Artie Da ivell Sally Hari nnip Gali Ga neolnty he Ohman . 
r né&R Ore! 3 C tz c Joe R & B | er’s G urgar nce Divy's Beacl nn rris Har ali hard § Ore 
eg Lege Ra: gers 3 Chords icarde] ae Annie kK ay 90's | Faith ret Grey Spivy a Roof ach-charme Hotel F cave Felt Eddie ad Smart 
rc heaad WAS Cloy FC Betty Kent | Joe C Arlen Arthi Bli rs (6) ( ensgat aVonn Mi wt LeBat 
outs Prime ASHINGTO Teta Stat Club Leunie me Carl p~o° “apello O ur Blake Peter astrub’s G Satire Roo : Dorothy F 4g Palladi es 
’ . ' ‘i in Hz ouni . arit i rc — e sor x ‘ 
- uy ma Ore Earle (25 N | ale Minn 8 Grace /tOn : Kelly 3s 8S rc Stork Cl Boyd Bodge Or Betis Lloy =) are Bro rd Abe Ly _ 
1 : wis Mario “— ~) Poll \ & Haves Gay Ye aatien rh lda Du Stable Grace Rei] ub Haro] Heathen Q or Lan _ aa Wail, N 9 5 hope Ore 
h ware Arnat . “loria Ba ss, lee Dene | y 90's 4 ¢@ Jeri prie Charle soilly Hel ld & Lol Maxine yk ‘ Clete & ace alneck O 
Pi’ & Lois | Ri coer Bros O a | Havar & Ore | Leor Withee Ted tee Baur 1 Oo G ene & Ik ¢ Al Robir oleman Aurora. & Da Slapsy hc 
eke nth Ht sie Club } wars Dard. Ware 8 ey: eae | tat Cyril Rodne Rolly a Miranda Ben Bl ames 
: anley (on R¢ (18) Be Sali | F l Font Jianne Reed Th rm ri age odney Shirlew olls as Arc} ue 
tite Bibeln : xvettes , rnice ( Franco taing Rosalie G d Tr © Plac asa M Hot ; irley W s thie Robbi 
earne ’ Mar a lerbert laire Nine & Ber Chely Gibs rene — 8 oh aDan —— el L Al N ayn ean »bbings 
dni Avent Been Will Dexter Myriad Ley o ; Walt ve ‘arpente on Riparkley BE (Theatre-ctuby Blea Hard es Bill Bras . Patricia se 
é ros Ball-oet Smith \N ses Silvs Ta e Tulle or Mvely 1g iddie Lan Nleanor y ira Man: erady Jean a awe g | 
Tomn tes | De a Or , R Kitty > r Ore Skeets an k mere o . he Ore Hotel R Boland Michel Strand O Stan ne tt § 
Bar ny Nunez } . 1 Gilbert fp t Ame avis olbert Shea & R omola (Ri itz Carl Flo l Ortiz O /T@ Joe P toss : 
nd re Hana 2 Ore | Hicko Perla rene Marl I . bang! Cl Anne Di ad Nat ts ee Pred neon Garde Ss lumer Oro . 
on Ore : ry : tos Mar » 00 lamone . 3 Scot r Ss 4 
epend Club Car re | Eddie § y House | John Maerin” moon Abbe an 4 _ (Music 2°38 Shh ne awy Mills Bros. _ Serects of P ‘ 
Jer AVAL > Sor | »yhnny agrill Jerby vy Ore Alice ical Ba ib Mos ynne s 3ros Art aris 
rry Bal a geo ny Sily \ y& FE rh rp. Pep O’Lear r) Jur osely O| Sugar G Tatu 
Helen i. er | Hotel A re | I vers Oro > Guste renchie Adrian ony 1@ Robbir Oro Sor a Geise Mead ‘I 1m, r 
NEW Ye June B ox } (Astor ar Meta a Conga Fond “gia Clu Brien Hotel 8 1S Toan, Levkova Murray ‘5 Lewis 
“ IRK CITY Dolor . ett | Les Br oof) mas élita : urzia > & Lone Bill . Mayfair (Terr Statler Ton! ke ighe Se McEkren 
ox eo e Marion olver -rown , ae Corts Savi pez i J : ooley C ac ; ou a aa al ; 
Condes ws Mit LTOON A Alban | My ag Hotel B pee Roberto. & A Dic k eM Churchill ers Rede a ae Jack Baer oom) a. Giove 4 ' | Eddie ee Inn 
Cond pec eekan ae (2 : Ls = 1 Sis = P e¢imont | Liquit 4 lic Monte Li rR rphy Gig . : ards Or oC Fio ioe Charl eal 
" os Bi arrie . 24-26) saarry ¥ aza lac i 1a, , mier tosill . (Caf Jre Ch P Rito O rile D 
Ma d | M: t Cros; Varad (Gh | k } Ver J lianos Salv eR ~~ arlie F Ore Ivie avis 
’ t& Hi Maude Ss 1 Or > ass 3} ; Hari R saille Stee, ae co alvy ¢ ouge) Che Foy’ . Anders 
og rl me, V: Hilt , Club ct | Paul Tat) acass is Ore gen Cut s Allan Gale Cavicc} charley Fo; s Clu erson 
ak fansl nd ‘ ul Irving on Co. ion a Maxim’, Stadiers. che}] ne Ore Panc} itler Ore s, M Cahe G2 Hotel Tas hio Ore : en k & “nd b - Trianon 
Paul As} — ATLAWA Junie A : Kay Pent Ruth cnartinique » Ure ‘ iriquetta _ ls (Fife & D ndome sorraine E1 i ount Basie 
seth “ n ° Steel NFIC CITY aeons Win : j bby P on Joe & ret lub Vanity srazil Jimmy M rum Rm) — BR preaville Club 
. 2 A air le i arks O Jacl e all Lt . } Mec . ‘ ey 
: (13 Theatre = & cnr | Mildrea" Deane - Hotel Bilt sa Aroha Miles Lee P iF srry Martin's _ Jolene Hale Ore MIAM y Bigard Ore 
} BS) thers “Miidred Ber A | Heas) mo artinig . I srt _orence : re Nan Vj F 
rR to fill |‘ arlos senson } asley T re | Maxi jueengs 4018 R pei Stel Ray C Hele ince? : 
\ nh | me IMO} : | Ed F Campos Or | Hazel ; " wins ! tas i Bergere : Carols annerman ( la Ray > Ela n Devsh Bill Jo , I 
: B > padrome RE | ariey Ory ce | Ray He Tanklin ules Orc Ore 6 Ver n Marsh M ocoanut G aine Morri: ~ Roger R rdan’s 
Ha > te Wain (25) |. Club Sa | Hotel ¢ tpg ee Latin ¢ diy ghs re y Aly Grove x rison Selle tha te 1 Clover C 
te rudd ss A? Mat moa | om re | Doc Qua Villag red P rt Or en I e Cold Pe Clut 
, You Ice P \merica 1] Rr }.. (Century imeadere | che Marc. rter Jo} age Bar Buste ineda fe Bill Da ynne Par sa Pall Mar 4 
Pg Bric sman Bert eee of 1948 ie la Cast ‘e Snes Mt, ko00m) i arr hg RI in Griffin - Bill * melm — eg He fe on Ore Kitty am Tony Li  Dancere 
‘ alt« 949 | UtUng tro or V's nroe O | Fay Carro entons . Pes aine ie I ped . y , sopez Ore 
J i ‘ iene fa | Dig : Lee Siste Star ; arroll Diane Bay & Ga ee Wee tai ; Frank Davis F Ball 
> & | | Louie Pr al (25) jamond H | ers | ie ret Twins Alkal Davis Hal & H rordon Lati issel] | Jose \ Marlowe Tomn Club 
2 a velle an Ore - urriet H orseshhoe | Bc Hotel Edi Fe" adwicl a Al R 5. é Gay Gay se Bee Tony oe Quarter Gail senrtines Bar! "Hla Nunez Ore 
"! : © Aces | ;rooking OF V. C1 Hoctor jhby Thuene t a tree ; Vi yn Vivian F lige Don runo Ore auline eDonald Lester © nson Or« 
Imog | Herb & Lil Van Pai gs | Hotel FE a | Gir McGrane R illage Vang (Melody pee Jay F age Ore si Edward Perkins Ruth. on hithouse 
Tad Cos cs } Stat ] Wit the farce | (Casi Issex HH , Galvar R hara guard Herb T.a Lounge “Tt Lou Sej} Johr is § t aens levenger 
Adair nce =6f Dancing (24-9¢ ( Sol se A no ¢ ouse| ciler § ’ Tor i D | Lewis ) instar aha nN Silve aine V get 
: icin 24-26) : l . 4 m P He] Sext Do Benr Y H She F yr © Ms Verne 
Broadhurst | Kelly is Andre a Bill: , ' pon floral ark) | “*e2 Gane Bet; ren a1 nn ad (geovles Pla | Helene ver re Racame fades i 
" " The | Al A. & 1 ea : ; : l Vella } " la V ‘ oO Eddi ‘arrett Sheraton laza | \rm stadia a inison aliettes aZe 
+ : _ orge — atre | 6 Sina: roe , eo Fra; Fay | feted Lexi U rk I le Parisienn | 1e@ Heywood 3 | a 1 Fome Room) | Hu ry K ~ o ita PHILADE 
{ ] m7 - : oy H (27 Sweeth't | La n Hyde C K fawalian Kim) | Z I ne Be © | Bob Wivel (M thy Li me ko Don. = Strun Alpine M LPHIA 
; “ a ORan aynes wane 8 Edi ! ° \a ala n iG Rs og ouvie T ° ee Merry- wis Rev Arde oo . usica 
ta De M Mack E.. —_ Pp, = e Edd, Ashour Tal . | Ra 4 ean c “don Dd 1 Mark ¥-Go-Rour Ble o Re Vv a7 Bus l a 
; fers ur P ay : lite , ; M a & aa B ; Cc Gil nd) Cs Carroll’ 
7 r yn 4 | ) | é ) } I as | rol 
: By os imros 10nd \ cal Le Mirk T) y . | Copl Ibert 3 larry ino O in I's 
: Bob Williaa BAYONNa oo pasinia M | Lani oO | Eddie. & Eddi “pet prise an Ore fal BD Seeare i | Sia y de Ar * hg i com 
i i Con Colicnee AYONNE 1d bare Leman” Nines | =ddie Davy Midie’s | Toma srools ‘il De For, ate Walker" senny Bran: 
ol Vie .. Le pr | avis er I te} | J ie re) y tl . 1 
N ' Olse; tleano 6a ctory (2 N. J, June M ape Zz Catia is Tomn = irthu 1 orrest bosteesr r Alma 1e Bum’ j Rpys ( indaw 
ig Lucill & Shirley Tim to *1-23) Great Dann es Taea Doris \ Hayden Crawf vane J ler-Th scan p vs | trene K 
e N ey + < . é N€ ps F in orn > Fn} ips (4 . ive 
| i . Bhooween Trine ee ed , Di ag McAlpin CHICAGO Freddy = House Ar thie Blair Roberts | A i isaie W olfir 
. e lari WN Joe orn & AN rine R . nels if Rol - Ap Dor ‘ tubi " Ri r La ; | b rat * die W} ington 
Mu ine 27 © ‘ vi Wong & Rob Nell tobins H tobertson Cc nbassad r’tl | n Oro ister J} Fleur Bill Jo} nels Gain hite 
Ins ¥ nly) irginis 5 elie Durl on otel N Son Ore dor H FE _ raney R Lave eit . Johnsor C les Or 
/ Bills ym & Ar aed la Me Billy B rKin el New Y | (Pum otel ox & y Rev erne n Rev | Carrollett ‘ 
i (3 to filly, iderson | Cappa (24-27) °° Perry Brush pita Reaes | John Kirt Room) Brevoort Hot (Rhumba as Club | ‘ wa Setiens 
4 ; Mavf i) ee a Barra M Mi sruskin j ohnny Lo n I rby (Cryst otel R ‘asin Bivens tet Savoy re lisse & ] i . ollege Ir 
: i} Mis, air (26 irton & a Boys ons ontgor ; job R ng Or sismare T al Roc Mar oom) o ankie N finger j wight farle, mn 
Tt ag Munsor 26 onl Al Fer Jar ROY Fox nery Ro: tussell] re a ck H ony & ; ym) arior ‘ Newt ing Lane i Bett 
: ; Bil 1 & An YIP ergus iet Sid ox Ore onny R (Wal otel Bob BR Lise Chi 1 Frane St on O idie Jetty G 
f silly Carr Anders arrel] son Pruss Cc Peter Robert alnut R cb Billing a I larles W neces Steuben’ Dre} Rene Towns Bill if 
} (3) to ALL son; (1 t & Mack Ssin Ore Bi er Killan ° Jimm oom) Mlings jon D Volk Oo (Vie id senee Rocl r Vio! Kell 
Rid fill o fill) ack Sis Ch isselle am Tali y Joy Brow itn le udley ire I nna R alilove elle iola K] 
i zeow BR 8) Fr ib 18 Mar] ec & F alla Ore T nan De liston y Ore Lew Cc oom KE lies dD \laiss 
FH ood (23 IDGEP Franki ark Pl; arle Had hree erby atten tee ' E Conrs ) zarl De orothy T 
ij arper & only) Lyrie (2 ORT bos naw Atiane d Dor ley Gl Mar Ryar ao ae Meanor Eee @ Luis Fen ore Jerr; raps 
He urton & & I P Harry © (21-2 toy Sedley crs 1e Jon & 8 argie K ed aul & Ro Jin r Kay re s fern: wi Virei Delm: 
i ge ag ME d, souise | “Bear How =3) Carrie Fin Hot : Sal Beth weeuy E Winick oo my Mare Str andez irgini lar Ore 
i Ant yvanet ihachnaee Vince oun el No (T Jennir ecto at 1] ‘dna Wilson Dorie’ Anne, ratford b Ore ia Law! 
ile Wali Ww ncombers ' I ince Cur nell Hope E -15tha _ \tavern BR ngs} 7 Yelyn Vau 1 ilson 8 Abbott (Bellevi ad Garde Di Pi AGE 
ei ioaanr ATERBURY Jillian Fitec. Nope Emers Ave,| Edith L oom) | oixie aughn Hi-} TI 10 Stratfora| ©" Pintos 
fil]) Pol’ URY Sana Fitzge oble & on ora Ss} Daw Pe fat le Cay w ot atford| 1¢°8°° 2 
] a (28-9 lane Fontes rala Bob & ki nd O ery n ete ] Don Dj ave alter el) Mar nt (5) 
# ARR Al Don ~24) Ha onta i ee Black re Me ood G) Fr lerm: DiRB er Mil Marie Lat 
| Palac ON The C ahue Or tazel Meni ne Haze owney H *khawk Mel Cole 18 ank P lan Or Jack Fi iona O B ler Or Phil F aTell 
_ “e 2 Chari re Gaye Di Nult 21 Webst ap Hg Milton. Ore etty c | T: Tishe re en F rch hil Flete : 
ek Jur 25-28) Ray E oteers Moe, Dixon y Kot ster Dor azard ray on-Anr Hotel ‘amara r Dor rankli Pedro cher 
Tin, Rowe Ww Rob a yerry Blanc el Park © Toby Dal Cordon & § (Cheene ato Bdne Renee porese Mid ” sure Blanco Or 
situs ee vee Max C 0@ Fris charé (Coco Centrai| Ar i Sullivan. Ted Smith?” K cus Ro rd Tommy ee Nay Hu Bely Lol red Gils si 
or Nia CAMI layton Sco Y anut G Art Jarr an Smith ~~ enny F om) R my Fora Herb ¥ Int ola Clai Hilson 
isson ‘ower: EN El C acht C ‘rove) B ett Ore Che Lucill 3rillia oss Johnson’ zg Nil Voods Valentine. 
Rvto ers (25-27 Do hico lov Club E lack Graci z Pa e&JM nt Jin nso Niles Garr s Ore ine 
, 25-2 r v % toy sto - ie F ree M; imy n 2 tarro : 
on ae " Consuelo Moreies® Buddy yao Mae (aliens — Sammy Walsl Buady se Senn” Pir-ettes 6 “ a Bennett Le Embassy 
“Cpseeettage~ ih an 3e , “k : Robins alsh Smith’ o ‘adi . eona i ’ 
via Bel oreno enny Ho rke Ore Johnny m) D’ nson 2 ls Or Ti Hac T; De Miller 
selmont I (R ward Patti Duffy Ivons — re ‘hs ¢-Toe Harry avern Jeane Ric 
8 > i ‘ £ - = A Car } P 
Dell O'Del Palm) shania te aie Aan Bromley CLE its” Waller re) Flying Dobbs Ore ( “o nt a 
ell Eda ‘fair \dorable — : re enr “erranti ” arolyn Wi 
ddie ¢ Roo Ira les Ai : ique & ntis Geo © Vinte 
Jone ere m) nklir bin . Shadr & Adrian’ 4 th ai 
ne Pickens '° pak lt ‘Alat fro pape ncnag Ww Jack Pas Re tga e 7 Sheriin Oo 
aulette T abam Wo ort Tilli . arrell e ro 
Harriet LaPier ix Hamilte Une Gre ® Matth Carmen’ 7 rmantown 
(ie wee gu gory & — Ore u Musical Sam Pric Bar 
: Myron Ryan El ym Si ar . cur 2ce 
' Brus {yar : do ond} Sid G rt We 
ruce Nor 1 Napua rado Club Gail Golden (H . eiler 
man ali Dasrneri Walto 
Kol na Jon's EF ridan Rose @ n Roof) 
kf Paraaj Midshi thliott Clari Gallo 
ise Ore Pmen (2%) pr meres 
(Conti Roy ine De Wood 
ntinued on | Benson 
page 54) 





il 


di 


st 


re 


iy 


re 


“ 


» 
¥ 














Wednesday, September 23, 


1942 


VARIETY 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


47 














| Night Club Reviews 


ASTOR ROOF, N. Y. 


(ASTOR HOTEL) 


Les Brown Orch (17) with) 
Roberta, Hal Derwin; 75c-$1 cover. 


—_—_——_—- 





Les Brown’s big band has its work 
cut out for it at this spot, the largest 
hotel room (1,000 capacity) in New 
York. It is following Harry James 
pig combination, which is rated the 
kingpin of name orchs at the mo- 
ment. Yet Brown should not have 
any difficulty. He has a fine band, 
one that should build a following 
nethis is his first stand on Broad- 
way. He began cutting a name for 
himself almost two years ago at 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y.; later played a long stretch at | 
Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y. and an- 
other at the Blackhawk Cafe, Chi- 
cago. Past couple months he spent 
in the west, consequently his name 
is not as strong in the east. 

Composed of, four trumpets, three 
trombones, five sax (six with leader’s 
alto) and usual four rhythm, band is 
a heavy group that has no partic- 
ularly distinctive playing style. It 
has a few weaknesses, one a drum- 
mer who hasn’t the finesse or ex-| 
perience necessary to handle so im- | 
portant a position in a banu of this} 
type, but on the whole the combina- 
tion makes a strong impression. It 
is provided with interesting arrange- | 
ments in all grooves and it plays | 
them cleanly with good intonation. | 
There are outstanding soloists in the | 
brass and reed sections: Billy Butter- 
field, among the trumpets, Hank | 
D’Amico, one of the most respected 
of clarinetists, among the saxes, and 
Walter Brown, an unusually fine 
trombonist. Brown himself plays 
alto sax, but never solo, always with 
the section. 

Being so large an outfit, it’s to be 
expected that it will be loud. Open- | 
ing night, before the men got used 
to the room the din was deafening, 
but later in the week they had 
quieted to a level equal at least to 
that of Tommy Dorsey, Alvino Rey 
and James combos, none of which 
is a mickey mouse. Good pacing 
helps ease the drive, too; this band 
is extremely flexible, turning as 
smart a ballad as it does warmer 
fare. 

_ Roberta, vocalist recently put on, 
is a tasty looking front for the com- 
bination, but only a fair singer. Hal 
Derwin is the reverse. He has only 
fair attraction for femmes, but a 
whale of a voice as band vocalists go. 
Wood. 








MARINE ROOM, CHI 


(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 


Chicago, Sept. 16. 

Russ Morgan Orch (20), Don 
Julian & Marjori, Maxine Turner, 
Betty Grey, Music Masters, Walter 





Link, Clarence Melter, Verne Vor- 
veck; $1 Saturday dance admission. 
dinner from $2.15. 


This Was a great year for the 
open-air Beach Walk at the Edge- 
water Beach, but it’s also pretty nice 
to have the entertainment and din- 
ing back in the smart Marine Din- 
ing Room. Anyhow, the night sky 
is still the roof of this swank eatery | 
and one can. still glimpse Lake | 
Michigan, a romantie and satisfying 
Picture for the diners. . 

There’s a great deal of dancing in 





| 


this show, what with Don Julian and | piece outfit playing the show as well| dance with the line. 


Marjori, Maxine Turner, and the | 
Dorothy Dorben Girls in several | 
beautiful production numbers. But | 


it’s all of a high order. 

Don Julian and Marjori are a 
smart, youthful, versatile and origi- 
nal ballroom team jn their interpre- 
tations. 

Miss Turner, clever acro dancer, 
whirls and somersaults to hearty ap- 
plause. She is young, capable and 


makes a charming figure on the 
floor. The well-trained Dorben | 
ancers, in two striking numbers, 
reveal expert training, verve and 


originality. 





Russ Morgan’s music is necessarily 
Sedate in character for this spot. 
His Music Masters, four instru- 
mentalists, play attractively: his 
vocalists, Walter Link, Clarence 
Melter and Verne Vorveck, operate 
Pleasingly in solo or in trio. Mor- 
gan, doing some nice piano soloing, 
1S an accomplished performer. 

When the band is off the rostrum, 
Betty Grey, organist, holds the in- 
termission spot. Loop. 


_— 


Rainbow Room, N. Y. 


Monna Montes & Alexis Dolinoff, 
Om Scott, Perlita Greco, Senor 

ences, Dacita and her Pah-Ameri- 
cans (5), Del Casino Orch (12), Dr. | 
Sydney Ross; $3 minimum dinner, $1) 
and $2 (Saturday) cover, 











One of the poorest bills is the 
Present Rainbow Room lineup. _ It! 
just doesn’t jell, and while the addi- 
ion of Tom Scott, singing some lusty 
corks England sea chanties and Ken- | 
icky mountain songs, sounds like it 


might be different, the original pat- 
tern of all-Latin flavor might just 
as Well have been preserved. Either 
way, it doesn’t quite come off. 

The Latin dominance lies in the 
talent, by name and style, including 
Del Casino’s band, first time here; 


Dacita and her Pan-Americans, 
rhumbaconga combo (returners); 
Perlita Greco (New Acts) from 


South America; the standard Senor 
Wences, with his diverting ventrilo- 
quism, and one-half of the Monna 
Montes-Alexis Dolinoff ballet team. 
Scott, former Fred Waring arranger, 
thus was added to the lineup, but 
doesn't pan out. Further, chanties 
and mountain songs done by an 
earnest baritone in white tie and 
tails somehow make for a_ poor 
parlay. 

Even Wences, standard with his 
double-talk, had difficulty in the 
Oval Rainbow Room. So anxious 
was he not to ignore the flanking 
sides, he overstepped matters and 
almost ignored the centre audience 
facing him. 

Monna Montes and Dolinoff ar 
alumni of the Metopera ballet an 
she has been here twice before; once 
partnered with Jose Fernandez, and 
later with Dolinoff, with whom she 
marks her third appearance. Their 
‘Puritan Maid’ and ‘Silver Slipper’ 
routines are broken up by the rest of 
the show. 

Comes Scott: then Miss Greco, 
next Wences; and then the dancers 
back again. Best thing are those 
two bands. Del Casino has the same 
unit he clicked with at the Beach- 
comber, Miami, last winter, and 
Dacita- is a vivacious personality at 
the helm of the Latin combo. Abel. 





VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Nan Rae, Mrs. Waterfall, Gloria 
Gilbert, Avis Andrews, Carolyn 
Marsh, The Ver-Sighs, Ben Cutler 


Orch, Panchito Rhwmba Orch; mini- 
mum $2.50 Weekdays, $3.50 Satur- 
days-Sundays. 


Marjery Fielding, producer of the 


new show here, recognizes’ the 
scarcity of men; consequently her 
new revue is titled ‘Life Without 
Men.’ Show, including only gals, is 


disappointing as floor entertainment, 
When caught Friday night (18) 
Nan Rae m.c.ed and played straight 
for Mrs. Waterfall (Maude Davis), 
hoydenish ‘comedienne who got 
some laughs despite the fact her ma- 
terial is pretty weak. Act went off 
the show Monday (21), no replace- 
ment yet being made though it may 
be Paul Draper. Miss Rae and 
Mrs. Waterfall have long worked as 
a team in vaude and on the radio. 
Avis Andrews, colored singer, long 
around, has a featured spot on the 
show, singing several numbers. She 
opens the supper show working in 
an Egyptian type costume, later com- 
ing out as a maid with a doleful 


ford & Caskey, Leonora Amar, Line 





'story to tell about the life of a house | 


servant. While her diction suffers 
slightly, Miss Andrews scores OKay. 

A whirlwind toe dancer whose 
pirouettes are very flashy is Gloria |} 


| 
} 
| 


Gilbert (New Acts). She appears | 
solo as well as with the six show-| 
gals billed as The Ver-Sighs, who 


close the show in a drill-type routine | 


as WAACs. The line of six girls | 
provides plenty of looks Carolyn | 

' 
Marsh works as soloist during the} 


WAACs’ number. 
The Ben Cutler band, an eight-| 


° ° ° S - | 
as dance music in a highly agreeable | 


manner, is new here. Alternate 
band is the rhumba lineup of 
Panchito. Char. 


TROIKA, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 12. 
Russell Swan, Sara Ann McCabe, 
Elaine and Fred Barry, Sasca Lucas’ 
Band. 








Helen Hamilton has redecorated | 
this popular Connecticut Avenue | 
rendezvous, with gold and cardinal 
red motif matching well the murals 
with Steppes background. on 

Floor show, when caught Saturday | 


night (12) dinner show, had an ap-| 
sreciative audience, one that gave 
the unctuous Russell Swan, emcee, 


plenty of cooperation. 

Swan dug up some Joe Millers 
for his introductory, but warming up| 
a smooth delivery soon had ’em in| 
his palm. His hoke magic regis- | 
tered as solidly as his good tricks, | 
and with Harry Baker, of the 
American Society of Magicians, pre- 
sent Swan sold some smart hocus- | 
pocus. 

Carol King, recently ballerina with 
the St. Louis opera, is a stunner for 
looks and dances with feathery | 
grace. Followed by Sara Ann Mc- 
Cabe in a biue and silver frock that 
sold her on appearance. Her budget | 


includes ‘Everything I Love, a} 

Rudolf Friml medley and, for an 
2 , att. 

encore. ‘Begin the Beguine. Girl | 


has assurance, knows how to use a} 


coloratura to good effect. Micro-' 
phone was sour for most of her 
routine but the soprano has lung 


| and-whites. 


power and did it without amplifica- | 
tion, } 
Elaine and Fred Barry make every | 
moment count on the dance floor. 
Recently out of ‘Priorities, their 
three numbers are all clickers. 
Sasca Lucas’ band runs to the 
sweet tunes for dancing, and as an 
accompanying group is Grade A. 
A tip-top show to open the llth 


season of a favorite night spot. 
Arke. | 
| 
| 
ST. CHARLES, N. O. | 
(ST. CHARLES HOTEL) 


New Orleans, Sept. 11. 
Dwight Fiske, Four Silhouettes 
Orch. | 


Dwight Fiske, playing his first en- | 
gagement in the town’s newest en-|} 
tertainment spot, attracted a packed 
room with his bright satires at the | 
piano. Completely original, his stories 
show his personality and mastery of 
facial expression to such an ad- 
vantage that the fine musical ac- 
companiments create only the drama | 
and excitement for the pungent) 
yarns. 


For a four-piece combination, the | 
Four Silhouettes are a workmanlike, 
tuneful combination who are equally 
at home playing sweet or hot. They} 
keep the tables empty during their} 
stay on the stand. Many of their) 


arrangements are original and showy.| Garden the 


side, 1uz. 


La Martinique, N. Y. 


Jackie Miles, Ruth Clayton, Craw- 
(6), Emil Coleman Orch, Noro 
Morales Orch; $3.50 minimum. 


Dario and Jimmy Vernon have 
come up with one of the best local 
nitery buys of the new season. Pro- 
duced by Billy Daniels, dancer cur- 
rently appearing in ‘Let’s Face It,’ 
the show has class, speed, surefire 
comedy, dandy ensemble routines, a 
line of nifty lockers, gorgeous cos- 
tumes, a fetching warbler in Ruth 
Clayton and, at all times, Emil Cole- 
man’s soothing music. 

Jackie Miles is making his 
New York appearance; he’s an 
sured hit for Broadway. Muave, 
immaculate, imperturbable and, to} 
some extent, deadpan, Miles dishes 
a sophisticated, slightly bluish, but 
inoffensive; chatter which stamps 
him an excellent entry for the 
smarter cafes. To top it off he has 
a couple of sock novelty comedy in- 
terpretations. His best is an imita- 
tion of a reefer-smoking pitchman in} 
a burlesque show peddling chocolate 
bars ‘with nuts.’ Scarcely less hilari-. 
ous is his impression of Bing 
Crosby’s first broadcast. Some of 
the comic’s material is familiar, but 
easily acceptable via specialized de- 
livery. 

Miss Clayton, singer formerly at 
the Five O'clock Club, Miami Beach, 


first 
as- 





blends nicely into the production. In 
a two-colored gown, with black lace 
top and pink skirt, attractive war- 
bler clicks easily with a Viennese 
waltz melody which should cue the 
balance of her repertoire. She also 
does well with a torchy number, 
‘Everything I’ve Got Belongs to You,’ 


| but ‘Abraham’ and ‘Johnny Dough- 


boy’ could easily be replaced with 
material better suited to her style. 

and Caskey, dancers 
are decided assets -while Leonora 
Amar, Brazilian singer, appears but 
briefly in the finale for a sOng and 


Girls, tall and evenly matched 
open in pale blue chiffon costumes 
with a cigaret-lighting number. 
Later they’re on in an old-fashioned | 
bonnet-and-ruffles ensemble, with a 
male dancer dressed up as ‘Charley’s | 
Aunt’ whamming ’em with comedy 
terping. Finale, a Calypso-type rou- 
tine, is tops in costuming. Mori. 





Cafe Society Uptown 
(NEW YORE) 


Edward Matthews, Hazel Scott, The 
Revuers (5), Teddy Wilsom (9) and 
Billy Moore Bands (3); $2 dinner, 
$2.50 and $3 supper minimum. | 


Back from a Columbia picture 
chore for Columbia and Gregory | 
Ratoff, Hazel Scott, the No. 1 per-| 
|sonality looker from Harlem _is| 


sporting a new coiff and a mess of 
piano playing, as she boogie-woogies | 
Bach and Beethoven with the same 
agility as barrelhouse and blues. In| 
between she is putting herself away 
with ‘Tea for Two’ and the like. Miss 
Scott, at the ivories, gives herself a} 
workout that leaves her as liquid as} 


| that other colored champ, Joe Louis, | 


but there’s no disputing her creole 
beauty or the sockeroo dexterity of} 
digits as she massages them black- 


Under contract to boniface Barney 
Josephson (the reformed shoe 
salesman who put his Cafe So-| 
ciety Uptown and Downtown | 
into the bucks), Miss Scott has! 


made this her home base for seasons, | 


and is building more and more. In 


fact, there’s a cult of Scottites who} 


merely drop in for a load of the 


| seems 
| obviously much funnier other 


| ceiving end in the film producer skit, | 


| Gates’ excellent crew plays the show 
jand j 


boogie-woogie virtuosa, and then 
lam. 
But that’s not all here. A black- 


and-white show, the only ofayers are | 
The Revuers, three boys and two} 
femmes, who are clicking better than | 
ever. Their salute to this paper, | 
with ‘Variety Says,’ wherein they ‘in- | 
terpret’ our headlines and slanguage, 
continues a standout novelty. Their) 
satire on a corny Shubert operetta | 
is a tribute to their composite) 
authorship, because most of their) 
stuff is a mass production collabora- | 
tion. And the ‘Psychopathic Blues,’ 
with Lerre, Karloff and Lugosi as 
the three menaces, is also very 
brightly purveyed. 

Edward Matthews, baritone doub- 
ling from ‘Porgy and Bess,’ clicks 
with his songs, but overstays it a bit. 
And Teddy Wilson’s dansapation is 
in the groove for the hoof, besides 
doing a zingy specialty. Bill Moore 
is relief, a zing congarhumba trio. 

Abel. 


Mother Kelly’s, N. Y. 


Cully Richards, Sid Tomack & Reis 
Bros. (3), Joe Oakie, Mousey Garner, 
Lolita Cordoba, Beth O’Malley, 
Showgirls (6), Manny Gates Band 





(9) Chavez Rhumba Band (7); $2 
and $2.50 minimums. 

Mother Kelly’s, in the former 
Beachcomber spot in the Winter 


atre building on Broad- 
way, is doing a repeat of its highly 
successful Opening ail-comedy biil 
which launched the place late in 
July. There are several new addi- 
tions, such as the Sid Tomack and 
Reis Bros. threesome, and funda- 
mentally it’s the whacky comedy that 
makes the show. Numerous bits are 
irresistibly funny while others of 
the indigo type will attract the visit- 
ing firemen. 

Cully Rchards continues as m.c. 
and is listed as the producer. It’s to 
his credit that the new layout is suf- 
ficiently different from the opening 
bill without getting away from the 
slapsticky pattern which made the 
initialer click. He’s helped consider- 
ably in many of the uproarious skits 
by the Tomack-Reis trio. He does a 
neat job of straighting. 

Blackouts and comedy skits are of- 
fered on a raised stage at rear of the 
dance floor. Production presents an 
unusually comely lineup of show- 
girls. The travesty on motion pic- 
ture producing, with Richards as a 
big-eared leading man with a stand- 
in to do all the physical heavy work, 
is retained; it’s still standout and 
registers strongly. 

New array has an old sea captain 
Sketch that is a howl, winding up 
with a battle royal of squirting water. 
Sid Tomack is the captain, with most 
of cast contributing to his annoyance. 
The gagged bubble bath blackout, 
spy shooting stunt, hoarding sketch 
and string of March of Time black 
outs also contribute to the general 





hilarity. Joe Oakie figures  per| 
usual in these skits as does the} 
Tomack-Reis combo. | 

Tomack-Reis Bros. have a ‘We| 


Want Lots of Laughs’ song opener that 
a bit feeble considering the} 
stunts | 

The} 
song, 
and ad 
generate 


and _ specialties 
‘Pepsi-Cola’ 
‘Sonny Boy’ (with gestures 
lib) and rhumba number 
the greatest laughter. 

Lolita Cordoba, willowy, torrid 
Latin, would do better in her classy 
warbling and dancing without the 
clowning. Beth O’Malley is the only 
other femme balladist, getting by on 
‘St. Louis Blues’ and ‘Old Man Mose.’ 

Mousey Garner, who's on the re- 


offer. 
signature 


they 
radio 


is a good comedy bet on the piano 
until he attempts a _ piano-singing 
number. ‘Strawberry Blonde’ quar- 


| tet and a washwoman farce, with the 


males emulating the husky femmes, 
also are worthwhile. 
Opening night, 


per usual, ran a! 
bit too long, but there are several | 
extraneous sketches and_ business! 
which can be eliminated. Manny | 


splits the dancing assignment | 
with Chavezerhumba outfit. Wear. | 


j 
| 
| 


AQUARIUM, N. Y. | 


Johnny McGee Orch (12) with 
Alan Girard, Grace Wynne; no mini- | 
mum, | 
} 

Success of Dempsey’s Restaurant, | 
a few blocks north of this eatery, | 
and the generallly increased business 
of all New York joints large and | 
small, probably prompted operator 


| 
| 


| Ben Harriman to install a name band | 
| 


policy here. While the spot, similar 
in physical setup to Dempsey’s, was | 
assertedly doing good luncheon and | 


dinner trade, there was little late 
| patronage. Hence Johnny McGee | 
and, for the first three nights at | 


least, a succession of acts, Inkspots, 


| Ella Fitzgerald and Four Keys (New 


| Acts) and Harvest Moon Ball win- | 
ners. 

Opening onto the street a few} 
feet north of Times Square, the 


room is in a position to corral pa- | 
tronage that would otherwise pass 
by but is stopped by the music | 
dished out by McGee's outfit. That | 
the policy has a good chance for’ 


| Line 


success is indicated by the business 
the initial two nights. Opening was 
big and the following evening, when 
caught, the bar, which runs the 
depth of the room, was jammed and 
tables were well filled. Capacity at 
the latter is about 200. 

As usual in spots of this kind, the 
dance floor is handkerchief-sized. 
t's no trick to keep it crowded, but 
if the dancing floor were immense, 
McGee's band would probably keep 


it filled anyway. Made up of four 
sax, two trumpets, two trombones 
and three rhythm, McGee's group 
pales beside most of the over- 


powering biggies. Musically it’s just 
fair, but it has something that makes 
it stand above that rating from a 
commercial viewpoint, something 
that many highly rated bands never 
achieve—an exceptionally good 
dance tempo. You can’t expect 
much more than that from such in- 
strumentation. 

McGee is smart, too, 
books are loaded with standard 
tunes that audiences of the type 
he'll get here fall for heavily. Band 
plays them pleasaiitly and the leader 
himself adds a fine touch with his 
muted cornet. His playing is widely 
known, needing no comment. 

Alan Girard sings ballad 
nicely and Grace Wynne 
rhythm numbers easily. 


UBANGI, N. Y. 


Savannah Churchill, Dick Mont- 
gomery, Tondalayo & Lopez, Al 
Guster, Tarzia, Derby & Frenchie, 
(8), Leon Abbey Orch (8); 
$1.75 minimum weekdays, $2.50 on 
weekends and holidays. 


in that his 


tunes 
handles 
-Wood. 





This, the fifth edition of ‘Harlem 
on Broadway,’ is supposed to be a 
throwback to the Cotton Club of 
yore. Actually its a hodgepodge of 
something old, something new and 
not enough of something blue. 

The only glimmer of old Harlem 
comes from two acts, Dick Mont- 
gomery, a tiny comic with robust 
material and a pleasing personality, 
and Derby & Frenchie, a pair of 
hoofers who close the show with a 


bang. Frenchie is young and 
vivacious but Derby Wilson is the 
act. He was on solo for about 10 


minutes and clicked with his buck 
and wing, nerve rolls and chatter. 

Savannah Churchill, a tall, good- 
looking songstress, lacks the voice to 
match her beauty. Her best tune 
was ‘Knock Me a_ Kiss,’ after 
which she monotoned what sounded 
like an old race tune and ‘Hearts Are 
Funny That Way.’ 

Harry Nemo’s four songs are ‘I’m 
a Cute Little Bangi from Ubangi,’ 
‘Hearts are Funny That Way,’ ‘Hip 
Hip’ and ‘The Air Raid Warden’s 
Song.’ ‘Bangi’ and ‘Wardens’ are 
used as the opening and closing pro- 


duction numbers, respectively, and 
are overpaced. The cast races 
through them like they were bad 
news. ‘Hip Hip’ is excess baggage 
since it’s spotted just before the 
finish, and serves as an intro to the 
finale. Nemo staged the entire pro- 


ceedings and it’s not a good job; 
Charlie Morrison is billed for the 
poor dance-routining. 

‘Hearts’ is likewise lost in the shuf- 
fle since it opens an overlong and 
pseudo-modernistic ballet number by 
the line. Eventually this brings on 
Tondalayo & Lopez for a sexy ver- 
sion of ballroom dancing. That’s 


| highly effective, but definitely not in 


the Cotton Club tradition 
Al Guster. a smooth tapster, Tarzia, 


with a supple body, a ‘tiger dance’ 
and a minimum of ability, and the 
|\Leon Abbey orch round-out the 


talent roster. The line pleases the 
eye, Lut suffers from stock routines 
and the seore is apparently beyond 
the ken of maestro Abbey. Fran 


ICELAND, N. Y. 


Danny White, Barton & Brady, Nils 
and Nadynne, Penn and Devon, Kiki, 


Les Kramer, Ted Eddy Orch (7), 
Angelo Orch (4); no minimum or 
cover weekdays, $1.75 mimimum 


Saturday and holiday nights. 


Viking stow- 
Manhattan 


Mike Larsen. the 


away who started life in 


las a dishwasher, later operating the 


Queen Mary cafe and the Iceland 
restaurant at the New York World’s 


|Fair, is packing ’em in at his Broad- 


way eatery in amazing numbers with 
nothing, more alluring than an attrac- 
tive cafe name, an indifferent tab 
revue and a popular price scale. 

The Iceland seats around 600 for 
dinner and, when the partition on 
the left side of the room is removed, 
holds over 900 when the trade is 
heavier for the late shows. Though 
the food and wine prices are rea- 
sonable, the ‘no minimum’ is, of 
course, a snare and a delusion, since 
it appears to encourage moderate 
spending, the average check here 
runs pretty close to other spots with 
minimums of around $2. 

This cellar nitery, previously tried 


out with Latin-type decor and en- 
tertainment, was marked a loser 
until Larsen took over almost two 


years ago. Price draws large femme 
attendance, especially for the din- 
ner show, with most of the customers 
being gals. Dance floor. as a result, 
gets a continuous workout. 
Entertainment lineup is neither 
(Continued on page 48) 
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FOX, B’KLYN 


musicianly to be en- 
ickies. Band kicks up 
and does good work 
behind the acts. On its own it doesn’t 
get too many chances, only ‘Savoy’ 
and ‘Rustles of Spring,’ a piece of 
legimate music cut down to popular 


point, but too 
joyed by 


good tempos 


size. It’s okay. 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe is connected 
with the band; her reception here 


was wild and she could have done 
mroe than three numbers. Plucking 
guitar, with band accompaniment, 
she delivers ‘That’s All, ‘Rock Me’ 
and ‘Tall Skinny Papa.’ 

Pegleg Bates, tapster 
wooden leg, is widening his reper- 
toire. He now talks one’s head off 
as well as generating wild acclaim 
for his footwork. His song intro re 
the pegleg is too long and most of 
his between-hops chatter should be 
avoided. His terps are more elo- 
quent. Does three routines, wind- 
ing up with the usual flash landings 
on the wooden pin. Crowd blistered 
the walls for him. 

Morgan and Roberts are come- 
dians who get more out of mugging 
than any particular skill. 
in green and yellow suits, they 
justify their place on the biil in only 
the final few minutes onstage; in 
this they cut loose with flashy acro- 
batic dancing. They, too, got heavy 
reaction. 

Inkspots close. 
‘Shout, Brother, 
rhythmic opener; 
This Time,’ ‘This 
For,’ ‘Apple Tree’ and ‘If I Didn't 
Care,’ winding up proceedings in a 


with a 


Quartet delivers 
Shout,’ a_ good 
‘Every Night About 


blaze. Numbers are almost identical 
with ones used on recent Para-| 
mount, N. Y., date and the reaction 


to the work and style of delivery 
just as strong. Wood. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 20. 
Bowman, Jack Durant, 
Gordon, Rhythm Rock- 
Jack Kaufman’s House 
(M-G). 


Patricia 
Vikings, Al 
ets, Sam 
Orch; ‘Tish’ 


Straight vaudeville for a change, 
and good. Rhythm Rockets bring 
back their ‘Magic Garden’ number 
with black costumes and radium ef- 
fects for an opening smash. Then 
Al Gordon’s ‘lazy’ puppies, who ‘re- 
fuse’ to do their tricks, 
much comedy, followed by a fast 
session on the merry-go-round. Gor- 
don is an excellent showman selling 
a good line of patter. 


Patricia Bowman comes next with 


a rhythm number on her toes danced | 


to Raymond Scott’s ‘Dance of the 
Penguins.’ On later with the Rock- 
ets in a classy candy-box specialty 
to ‘Minuet in Jazz.’ A short routine. 
but it’s the essence of grace. 

Jack Durant has freshened up 
gab and added one or two new 
imitations. His sideway cartwheels 
register for laughs, and he was off 
to a rousing hand with his short ec- 
centric dance. 

The Vikings, male singers. run to 
Sravura songs, blowing the roof off 
with ‘Song of the Vagabonds.’ fol- 
lowed by a patriotic medley which 
is a real rouser. : 

Sam Jack Kaufman's house band 
gets the ; show off to a fine start with 
a special arrangement of isket, 
Tasket,’ as Rimsky-Korsakoff, Sousa, 
Strauss and others might do it. 
Lynn Allison shows off her colora- 
tura with Street Singer’s song 
“Naughty Marietta.’ Arke. 


RKO BOSTON 


hj 
mls 


film 








Boston, 
Robinson, Ella 
Rrothers ‘Dac’ Wheeler 
My Sarong’ (U). 


Sept. 20 
Bill 
Doudalas 
Orch; ‘P 


sail 
araon 


This is a wham show 
it doesn’t quite fulfill its 
cept when th 
Bill Robineon. 


on paper, but 
promise ex- 
> old master of the tap, 


appears in the ace 


spot to set things aright. And then | 
things begin to buzz along in ton! 
gear, but it’s a little too late to save 
the show from its near-mediocrity. 
Bojangles could use a couple of 
new stories all right, but, as ever, 


his infectious personality, his knack 
for handling a reet-pleated audience 
and his superb dancing (with which 
he is plenty generous) ise whamo 
stuff for any house. He hadn't had 
a chance to work out with the ‘Doc’ 
Wheeler band before coming on for 
the first show (Friday) and there 
were a couple oy rhythmic accidents. 
Yet he had the audience holding its 
breath for his ‘In the Deep of the 
Night’ number, and caught a tremen- 
dous reception with his familiar ‘40 
years from now’ turn, 

Ella Fitzgerald, whose warbling 
has plenty of distinction, also has a 


little trouble in that the band’s style | 


doesn’t exactly suit hers, and she 
needs a more intimate background 
to really project her wares. She 
registers, however, and stays on for 


Decked ; 


Is Worth Fighting | 


thus getting | 


from | 


Fitzgerald 


H. V. Kaltenborn, with the foot 
held down better this 
three questions of a 
ture bearing on the 


time, an 
theoretical 
world conflict 








| five tunes, winding up with her in- 
|evitable ‘Tisket, Tasket.’ 
The Douglas Brothers, an amiable 
' pair of knockabouts, shoot the works 
in a frantic session of acrobati 
dancing, pratt-falli and chatter, 
all of which adds some livelines 
the show and helps give it 
fhe shows could use another novelty 
to gé bod effect, for the Wheeler band 
doesn’t carry t 
ed of it. 

Biz remains scorchy. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, 

Joe E. Lewis, Linda Ware, Miller 
Bros. and Lois, Louis Prima Orch 
(13) with Leon Prima and Lily, Ann 


pace 


Elie. 


Sept. 19. 


Carroll; ‘Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par). 

After an almost steady diet of 
swing bands, and nothing else, the 


Earle this week dishes a little more 
of the variety line without, however, 
neglecting the jivesters. 

Joe E. Lewis once more proves 
that he’s tops in his field. He walks 
onstage a little out of breath 
nervous, explaining he’s 
| placed in 5-F 
|‘single men with children.’ 
| then on the crowd's in his mitt. 
y!skirts the off-color stuff, 
risque for an Earle audience, 
never offensive. 


From 
He 


but 


He sings a couple of new parodies, | 


‘What Every Young Man _ Should 
Know’ and ‘You Can’t Get the Mer- 
chandise,’ encoring with his ever- 
popular, ‘Sam, You Made the Pants 
Too Long : 

Linda Ware clicks with an audi- 
ence loaded with service men. 
| well-put-together lass, 
| voice to match. She tees off with 
| ‘Kalamazoo,’ 
i‘Embraceable You’ and winds up 
with new version of ‘I Said Yes,’ 
!with a sailor picked from the audi- 
ence as a stooge 
the gob and Miss Ware in a drawn-| 
out clinch. The stunt almost caused 
a riot with the fleet. 

Miller Bros. and Lois are playing 
a return engagement here. They’re 
|a trio of talented sepia hoofers who 
|}amaze with their nimble footwork 
atop a high narrow platform. Louis 
Prima, his horn and his showman- 
ship, plus his dark-haired canary, 
Lily Ann Carroll, with a pleasing 
voice, add up to lots of entertain- 
ment on their own. 

Prima’s trumpet-tooting as well as 
that of his brother, Leon, pace the 
band through the sweet and hot licks 
in which the band specializes. Band 
numbers include the Prima theme. 
‘Be Happy,’ ‘Sweet Georgia Brown,’ 
‘Night and Day,’ ‘When Day is Done’ 
and ‘Basin treet Blues’ (Prima 
vocalizing). 
| Miss Carroll is likewise clicko with 
‘I Got it Bad,’ ‘He’s 1-A in the Army’ 
and ‘More than You Know.’ Band 
finales with ‘Ravel’s Bolero.’ 


Attendance was somewhat hurt by 
unseasonable heat and humidity 
| Saturday night. Shal. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Personalities on the home front as 


well as abroad dominate the miscel- 
j|laneous and _ not-so-exciting clips | 
; here. Lack of deep interest in most 
of the items is more than compen- 
sated, however, by the actionful 
| well- produced U. S. Navy short, 
‘Battle of Midway,’ which has 
aroused much favorable comment 
among fans. The short is done in 


color 
| Fox 
| Churchill, Roosevelt 
are all in the lineup. 
ter is caught his recent visit to 
Russia. Whi peaks in English, 
Russian translati ons are superim- 
posed on the film ; 
Wendell Willkie is 
yn his arrival in 
his voice is not 
Roo evelt is heard at 
during which a 
d to Norw 7. 
tions of Norway 
Numerous 
the war 


and being distributed by 20th- 


and Willkie 
Prime Minis- 


on 


e he 


ph hotogr: aphed 
middle ea Du 
President 
ceremonies 
sub-chaser is pre- 
Shots of bombed 
are cut in. 
others identified 
include Bernard 
| who expatiates on the tire 
as one of a committee of 
pointed to study 
liam Jeffers, 
Pacific, 
service 


the 


recorded, 


sent 


Y 
pol 


with 
Baruch, 

situation 

three 


the problem; Wil- 


as the rubber czar; Nelson 
treaty and witness a parade in his 
honor; and a Government official ex- 
plaining measures to be taken or 
expected with respect to fuel ra- 
tioning. 

Among clips dealing with the war 
effort is one supplied by Paramount 


which, according to a notation, has | 
| been passed by the censors. It em- | 
| braces photographs of cleverly 


mouflaged gun nests along an un- 
specified coastline. 

A couple sports items have found 
| their way into the show. They are 
| Pathe’s coverage of a recent 
| won by Whirlaway and a ball game 
between the Cards and Dodgers, lat- 


and | 
just been} 
in his draft board—| 


slightly 


she has a} 


gets in the groove with | 


It winds up with} 


ap- | 


president of the Union | 
who has been pressed into | 


Rockefeller in Brazil to sign the food 


Ca- 


race | 


while Tex McCrary, anoth« Emb 

regular, currently’ discu cad the 
dency toward over-optimism with 

the war. Char. 


respect to 


age 
wers 
na- | 





Night Club Reviews 








oo Continued from page 47 ____ 


ICELAND, N. Y. 


all the burden expect- 


nor there. ‘Stee and Brady 

(New Acts), acrobats, are on for 
|around nine minutes. Danny Wh ite | 
emcees, sings and essays comedy for | 
which he hasn't the proper m: iterial. | 
Penn and Devon warble and Nils and 


here 


Nadynne (New Acts) combine ball- 
roomology with acro dancing. Kiki, 
a coocher, is on and off inter- 


mittently. Les Kramer who reputed- 
ly weighs around 300 pounds and | 
looks it, wanders on and off in a 
‘couple of random skits wherein 
White and other members of the cast 
also appear. In all, it’s a a 
loosely woven unit marked 


pointless comedy, though some "| 


the turns are individually fairly ac- | 


a line of four. 
Mort, 


Tic-Toc, Montreal 


pontreal, Sept. 11. 
Roy Rogers, Richard Lane & Willie, 
Frances Mercer, Grace Drysdale, 
|Taft-Tahitians (6), Milt Sherman} 


ceptable. There's 


| Orch (7), Arthur Van der Haege the speaker the room stilled com- 
Band (4); no cover. | pletely. What more can be said of 
0 2m l'any singer. Wood. 

Spark of the show currently in this | 

pleasantly-atmosphere 300-seater 1S| joHNNY MORGAN 

Roy Rogers, whose work as emcee iS/| Ggmedian 

extremely incidental to several other | yacht Club, Pittsburgh 

talents he possesses,. He hangs up a| With the right material, Johnny 

laugh score from the opening gong of | Morgan ae go places. He's a| 

the 45 minutes out of a 60-minute | nice-looking fellow with an easy, 

| show that he’s on the floor. affable manner and just the right 
Not that the other turns are negli- | personality for a peddler of non- 

gible. They provide pleasant cOn-| sense. Only trouble with Morgan 


| trast, but Rogers is standout material 
|for this town. He acts drunk from 
start to finish but never offensively. 
His machine-gun patter is clean 
throughout, his exuberent personal- 
ity, acrobatics, zanyisms, ad 


embarrassing 

earn the big 
gets, 

Show tees off 

| 


anyone thoroughly 
audience reaction he 


with Rogers and he 
has the crowd on its toes at once. 
He presents Lane and Willic, ven- 
triloquist with a standard routine 
and a rather different manner. This 
detracis from his crowd appeal, but 


in a singing session with dummy he} 


achieves some high that 
clicked solidly. 

Rogers back for balancing 
which almost topples him onto the 
tables from the floor for an ovation 
of screams and laughs. Winds up 
with a couple of running ‘suicide’ 
falls the length of the floor, devour- 
ing almost a full sheet of a news- | 
paper, eating ‘live’ fish out of a bow! | 
and swallowing burning matches. 
Crowd ate it all up. 

Introing the ‘Tahitians’ these turn 
out to be six eye-filling redhe: 
who have a good deal more stepology 
|than the standard house line, plus 
plenty s.a. Frances Mercer sings in 
|the next spot, mostly oldi es but 


hars J. "OU 
ners Vi You Look 


notes 





elf an encore on ‘Way 
Tonight.’ 

Grace Drysdale handles 
couple of marionets in the 
closing, not appearing person: ally un- 
til presented by Rogers at the finish 


of act. Shows how her act is worked 
and does a neat step herself .in the 
process. A smart act and niftily 


dressed looker. 

Redheads close the show 
Gay ’90s portrayal in costume, each 
one of the six taking a character of | 
the period. As the only dance act in 


the bill they add a useful touch of | 
color and rhythm which was much 
appreciated. 

Milt Sherman orch does well both 
for show and dancing: Van der 
H 7AdA Hille na leg sntalx 
saaeece iS in adequately. 

Riv amrwitn anne } + 4h . 

Sif Gul 6SV0U dat wis viewing 

Lane 





| ‘Muscle’ ‘Carroll 


Continued from 








page | —— 
thing was rolling along 
until Carroll told everyone in 
Loop his business and his plans. 
Antagonistic feelings that out- 
sider 
Chicago in such a lavish 
| mediately became apparent, 
not take long for the local cafe 
| politicos to start using their in- 
| fluence to stop Carroll. This city is 
famous for the amount of licenses 
needed to run a cafe, such as liquor, 
amusement, food, after hours, etc. 
Anyway, at a regular meeting 
the full executive board of the Mor- 
rison Hotel, Carroll and his contract 
found themselves out in the cold. 
| Carroll, who returned to the Coast, 
;now threatens suit. Meanwhile, his 
|!contracts with bands, acts and 
chorines are a problem. The chorus 
| especially, as it rehearsed for two 
weeks and has not been paid. 





the 
an 


setup im- 
It did 


act |} 


got 


cleverly a| 
next-to- | 


with aj; 


smoothly | 


would be allowed to come into | 


of | 


aD 


| New Aets 


| 


ELLA FITZGERALD 

With Four Keys | 

Aquarium Kestaurant, N. Y. 

Miss Fitzgerald recently discarded 

the full-sized Negro band she in- 
herited after Chick Webb's death to 

hook up with a quartet of harmon- 
izers who accompany themselves on 
piano, bass and electric guitar. The 
move was a smart one since it opens 
to her jobs that heretofore she 
couldn't accept. At the same time 
one-nighters can still be played with 
one of the other large bands handled 
| by Moe Gale, her manager. 
| Miss Fitzgerald is a distinct click 
with the Keys. Her vocaling would 
stand far above the majority of con- 
temporaries with any accompani- 
ment. With the Keys her unusual 
lability for improvisation, which 
| somehow never lacks taste and is 
| always a treat, is given freer rein. 
The boys behind her do not read 
'music; they all get together and 
| work out head arrangements, which 
| always leaves room for spontaneous 
| tricks. Briefly, this combination is 
¥| great stuff. Musical background is 
fine, too, particularly the guitar 
work. 

The one performance Miss Fitz- 
gerald gave at this new Times 
Square spot (her very first appear- 
ance with the Keys, incidentally) 
clearly exemplified the esteem in 
which she is held. Spot's p.a. sys- 
item broke down just before she 
came on and only those close could 
hear her work. This is a noisy place 
but when she couldn't be heard on 











| now is that some of his stuff is just 
la little too biological. In the better 

places that might be resented, and 
| not without reason either. 


| of it is that the guy doesn’t need it; | 
libbing | 
and ribbing of his audience wthout | 


he’s got enough on the ball other- 
wise. 

| Obviously Morgan started out as 
| an impersonator and his comedy tal- 
ents sprouted from there. As a 
mimic he’s okay; he doesn’t give it 
out straight but hokes up his take- 
| offs. Voice isn’t bad either and he 
|has some pretty fair parodies, but 
that one on ‘My Mama Done Tol’ 
Me,’ about a kid who has to go, 
should be chucked in a hurry. He's 
| an easy bird to like on the floor be- 
| eause of his old college try in every 
department, and once Morgan stays 
above the belt all the time, he ought 


to be in there pitching with the vest 


of the guild. Cohen. 
| — 

| LUCILLE NORM. AN 

Singer 
|8 Mins. 


Broadhurst, oo 

Lucille Norman is a Metro starlet 
and a Metropolitan Opera Auditions- 
e-Air contestant making her 
vaudeville debut in ‘Show Time,’ 
| srecneling vauder just into N. Y. 
from a Coast run. She replaced 
Kitty | Carlisle. who originated with 
| the row in Hollywood, and while 
| not as terrific a soprano sock as the 
brunet, the blonde Miss 
turns in a highly competent job for 


i¢ 








| 


}a stage unknown. 
She's lissome and pretty, with an 
|ingratiating manner and nice de- 


Sad part | 








ELLSWORTH & FAIRCHILD 
Dancers 

8 Mins. 

Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, N. H. 


Neat terp pair, their dancing is not 


of the conventional ballroomology 
idiom. It’s in the ballet school. fur. 
ther distinguished by insuring them. 
selves skillful accompaniment, via 
recordings. This is a happy make- 
shift for resort bookings, as at this 
New Hampshire spot, because their 
classical music is too difficult for 


immediate rendition by the average 
hotel orchestra; but it’s patent 
they’re equipped to work with the 
average cafe or hotel band, as occ 
sion warrants. 

They utilize classic excerpts from 
Strauss et al. for accomp, but their 
terps are by no means highbrow. It’s 
a happy compromise of the ballet 
school. 

Pair costume themselves _intelli- 
gently and their holds and routines 
are commercial for general consump- 
tion in the niteries. Abel. 


PERLITA GRECO 


‘a- 


Songs 
8 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
Highly touted South American 


senorita is just another Spanish 
warbler, of the type seen around the 
Havana-Madrids, El Chicos, et ai for 
seasons. Of pleasant but not sock 
appearance, her RR debut fell short 
of her heraldry as a standout song- 
stress. 

She does three numbers, oke but 
no wow. Her booking, as presently 
constituted, is eclipsed by the league 
she’s now playing. One of the songs 
is a rose giveaway routine, appar- 
ently her trademark. She is said 
to have done pix and radio work 
also in S. A. For the U. S., a so-so 
goodwill neighbor who may improve 
with better routining. Abel. 


BARTON AND BRADY 
Acrobatic 

9 Mins. 

Iceland, N. Y. 

Fast acrobatic male team, handling 
standard routines for sock results 
They do head turns and cartwheels 
across the floor without use of hands 
for a series of nifty climaxes. 

Good bet for all nitery and vaude 
bookings. Mori 


NILS AND NADYNNE 
Dancing 


|5 Mins. 


Norman | 


Iceland, New York 


Mixed team of 
serves nicely as a 
scaled niteries. 

They come through with a couple 
of familiar but satisfactory acro 
dancing routines, the man handling 
arm lifts and swift twirls deftly. 

Mori. 


dancers 
lower- 


ballroom 
filler for 














Nitery Bounce | 

















i Continued from page 1 Game 
show business,’ continued this cafe 
man, ‘but it’s accentuated in our 
business. And here’s the Hitler an- 
gle. What can you do with your 
money nowadays under war restric- 
tions? 

‘Buy jewelry? You know every 


| mama and chorus girl is hep to the 
|fact it ain’t fashionable any more to 


| flash the ice. 


livery of such tunes as ‘Always in 
|My Heart,’ ‘Beguine’ and ‘Falling in | 
Lo: » With Love.’ Later, in comedy 


romance bits with George Jessel and 


| gallon of 
| Chanel 


| Jac k Haley, she proves she can take | 
care of herself in the talk clinches | 
jas well as with the musical com- | 
positions. She has a nice stance and 
| knows how to use her hands grace- 
| fully 
A hep show crowd gave her a neat 
reception here opening night. 
Scho. | 


GLORIA GILBERT 
Dancing 

5 Mins. 

Versailles, N. Y. 

Gloria Gilbert is a 
dance who commands 
She’s played top bookings 
time now, but this marks 
in the ‘Variety’ New Act 
though around in theatres 
| both sides of the Atlantic. 

She specializes in routines dis- 
tinguished for flash and_ speed, 
especially the pirouettes. Also in- 
cludes some work along acrobatic 
dancing lines. 

On her engagement here Miss 
Gilbert is doing one number singly | 
and another with a line of six show- | 
| girls. She can play anywhere. 
Char. 


youthful toe 
attention. 
for some 
her debut 
files, al- 
and cafes 


GILL ADRIAN 

| Songs , 

8 Mins. 

Lake Tarleton Club, Pike, N. H. 
Gill Adrian is a persenality song- 

stress who should go places. A cute | 

trick, she’s strictly a mike performer, | 

but wisely knows how to handle it 


Her stuff is modern, and that swing 
arrangement of ‘Milking Her Cow’ 
clicks. Abel. 





That goes for furs and 
glad rags and fancy things. 

‘Buy automobiles? Why, 
gas is worth more 
No. 5. 

‘Buy clothes? What clothes, what 
with Victory suits and those reet- 
pleats and drape-shades no longer 
de rigeur for the duration. And 
most of the gals look better in those 


when a 
than 


WAAC, AWVS and kindred Canteen 
cutaways. 

‘So what do you do with your 
extra coin’ You buy bonds, worry 
about taxes—and in between you're 
driven to drink, gambling, stepping 
|}out with the gals, or your wives and 
pals. 

‘The gambling fever has hit 
America today to the degree that 
Mayor LaGuardia really has some- 
thing about those bookmakers, Look 
at Aqueduct a week ago Monday— 
some 19,700 customers’ clocked 
Imagine, on a busy Monday, almost 


20,000 horse bettors.” And how they 
gamble. That goes for some of the 
swank casinos all over the country, 
staying open longer, booking fancier 
attractions and getting more play 
than ever before, 

‘Those hectic 
novelty any 


weekends are no 
more. What floors me 


| is the boff biz all through the middle 
| of the week.’ 


This sums up a national picture, 


because defense-workers, especially 
|}on weekends, just drink it away. 
And call it war jitters, or what, 


so as not to eclipse her sight values. | 


|nitery ops agree that ‘you ain't seen 
nothing yet!’ and that this will be 
the all-time, record-high biz, even 
topping those mad mid-Prohibition 
days. 
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Big Gross by the Pound 


The late Ned Wayburn’s first school of the dance occupied two or 
more floors in a building at 62d street and Broadway. In addition to 
himself he had half a dozen instructors. One of his rules was that all 
girls and women taking instruction or reducing exercises must weigh 
in at every session they attend and weigh out upon completion of the 
class. That meant a nickel in the slot twice for everyone, or 10c ‘side 
money.’ Every time he emptied the weighing machines it meant a 
hatful of coins, said to have added up to such a sum that his over- 
head, including the pay of the instructors, was thereby taken care of. 

Not a few of the Wayburn clients were socialites and his courses 
cost as high as $1,500. Believed that he made more money from the 
schoo] at that time than from his stage activities. 


HORSE’ FINALLY 
GIVING N.Y. A 
STOCK CO. 


Stock companies on Broadway, 
which have often been mentioned but 
rarely tried except in repertory 
form, will eventuate at the Forrest 
with the revival there in two weeks 
of ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which 
will be on a stock basis, It is believed 
the success of stock in cities outside 
of N. Y. during the summer crystal- 
lized the plan. There are half a 
dozen stocks still operating in city 
stands, and some are indefinite from VS. J E S S 7 L | S D U E 
present indications. Several stock 
managers readily concede that they peememee 
have made excellent profits. Arbitration of claims against 

By Equity ruling, there’s no limit; George Jessel by half a dozen prin- 
on the playing time of a stock com- cipals who appeared in ‘High Kick- 
pany, but a second play must be ers’ was due to be heard today 
presented witih at least six of the|(Wed.) afternoon, but, with the 
original cast. comedian appearing at a matinee of 

‘Three Men,’ which scored a long | ‘Show Time,’ 
run on Broadway, will again be pre- 
sented by Alex Yokel, with the re- 
ported backing of the Shuberts. | Broadway, 








Sinclair Lewis Doing 
Two Plays at U. of Minn. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 22. 

Sinclair Lewis, Minnesota novel- 
ist, here teaching at the University 
of Minnesota, will direct two plays, 
‘Candida’ and ‘Dodsworth,’ for the 
Wesley Players, professional little 
theatre group housed in a church 
gymnasium. Feminine guest stars 
will be imported for the produc- 
tions. 

‘Candida’ is scheduled for Oct. 7 
and ‘Dodsworth,’ rewritten by Lewis, 
follows seven days later. 


ARBITRATION OF CLAIMS 








|may be fixed. When ‘Kickers’ left 
expectations for better 


| = eae eine : mererie | 
Original show, staged by George Ab- | business on the road quickly evap 


orated. Jessel wanted to close in 
| Boston, but other players bolstered 
ithe bankroll and the musical went to 
| Chicago, where it didn’t do so well 
either. 


bott and written by Cecil Holm, had 
the backing of Warner Bros. It was 
that show whick planted the film firm 
in the legit field, and they financed 
other Abbott shows, also buying the 
Biltmore theatre with him, Warners | 
having the operating end. 

Number of players who were in 
‘Three Men’ during its run at the 
layhouse have been engaged for the | 


When the show folded there with- 
out the ghost walking until money 
| was sent on by Equity, it was al- 
leged that ‘Kickers’ stranded. Man- 
agement countered by saying that 


revival. Mentioned are Billy Lynn, |Couldn’t be true, since salaries and 
Val. < b 4) >| 2 
Teddy Hart, Kay Loring, Sid Stone return transportation was guaran- 
. mand “a . = , | "| pareafter re Tere aYolye i 
(Sam Levene part), Horace Mac- teed. Thereafter there were argu 


ments over the pay-off, inspired by 
those players who loaned money to 
the show in Boston and claimed they 
should be repaid from the salary 


Mahon, Asher Smith, Fleming Ward, 
Jean Castro and Shirley Booth. Lat- 
ter in the original cast and will re- 
appear if she can get a release from 


ae bond. After a flock of lawyers en- 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck. Admission ‘ : : 
ly Si 1a sag Pe : against tered the picture the salary claims 
scale wi ye $1.65 top, as agains ‘ 
$3 30 ' | t sauna iL Th cities | VEE paid, while the loans were 
3. or the original. he cities 
‘ Ore made a matter of arbitration. Lat- 


where stock is spotted include Utica, 
Providence, Newark, New London, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Buffalo, 
Toronto, Detroit, and most are still 
playing to real business. Sam Gris- 
man, interested in the Newark stock 
with 


ter could not be held up to now be- 
cause of Jessel’s appearances out of 
town. 

Jessel states that Sophie Tucker, 
who was co-starred with him in 
‘Kickers,’ suggested that she and the 


‘. » Le \ 'e) > ¢ 
Russell Mack, planned a 


mae others take half pay and perhaps 
_ . - arw oc ~ke . . lite. ek i : . m 
western rotary stock on a split-week make it up when the show reached 
I "y itv r ’ at ¢ ‘itv ea 
basis, but Equity ruled that all city | other stands. Also claimed that the 


stocks must operate full weeks. | money was in the guise of loans. Ex- 
act amount involved appears indefi- 
nite. One estimate is around $6,000, 
| while Martin J. Desmoni, Jessel’s at- 
torney, figures it slightly over $4,000. 

‘Kickers’ lost around $146,000, in- 
cluding the original cost of produc- 
| tion, rated around $80,000. 

If it is indicated the claimants took 
less than their contractual salaries 
| without advising Equity, and thereby 
violated the cuts rules, they may be 
asked to explain to the association 


FREEDOM’ SET BACK: 
CAST, DIRECTOR SHIFTS 


‘Let Freedom Sing, which was 
slated to open at the Longacre, N. Y.., | 
Monday (21), has been put back 
until next week, that being decided 
upon after a preview last week. 
There were several let-outs and a 


hang ; x } , , 
change in directors. Joseph Pevney, 


being replaced by Bob Gordon as 


s 
Stager, although he was recently wed | Meyer Davis Son An 
to Mitzi Green, show’s top name. At | 
least some of the others in the pol 
dependent revue are amateurs or | 
emi-pros. 


Meyer Davi 
tepped 
into one of the three male leads of 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial, N. Y., re- 
placing Jack Williams, who is ailing. 
i; Young Davis, who recently enlisted 
in the Air Corps and is awaiting in- 
duction, took the part on two hours 
notice. 

His sister, Virginia, is now touring 
with Ilka Chase's troupe in ‘Susan 
and God.’ 


Davis, son of 
band maestro, has 


One oddity in connection with the | Garry 
how, which has a youthful playe1 
setup, is that the salaries are par- 
tially guaranteed by Lee Shubert 
and partly by J. J. Leventhal. 
Players replaced were given two- 
weeks salary, a8 required by Equity. 
Known that the bankroll for ‘Sing’ 
1s not robust and it is believed that 
some money from subscriptions has 
been used for the financing. Show 
rehearsed six weeks up to Monday 
{21) and the company has _ been 
under full pay since last week. 


society 


Collette Lyons Sought 
For Stromberg Film| 


Collette Lyons, who opened in 
New York yesterday (Tuesday) in 
the legit ‘Vickie,’ is being sought by 
Hunt Stromberg for a role in his 
torthcoming Picture, ‘G-String Mur- | 


Preminger’s B’way Play 





Hollywood, Sept. 22. 
Otto Preminger, currently  as- 
signed to direct and act in ‘Margin 
fo: Error’ at 20th-Fox. returns to 
stage production on Broadway this 
winter with ‘Seventh Cross.’ 
Director-actor has bought 


5 


arama 
€ 


Film j to 
4 . 


rights to the new book, authored by 


be made fo. United Anna S«¢ 


TWO ‘RUR’ REVIVALS © 
DUE FOR B’WAY BATTLE 


With two theatrical firms announc- | 
ing they will do ‘R.U.R.’, it is pos- | 
sible that Broadway will see two re- 
vivals of the robot play. Theatre 
Guild, which originally put it on, 
has the shew on its production 
schedule, while L. Daniel Blank and 
David Silberman, a comparatively 
new managerial duo, insist they have 
a contract for the U. S. and Canada 
from Paul Selver, acting for the es- 
tate of the late Carol Capek, Czecho- 
slovak author. 


If there are two concurrent show- 
ings of ‘R.U.R.’ it will not be the 
first time on Broadway. In another 
era that phenomenon occurred three 
or more times and in those instances 
the plays in question were in the 
public domain, so it was a question 
of which show beat the other to it. 
Henrietta Crossman once appeared 
in ‘Mistress Nell’ at the Savoy, while 
Klaw & Erlanger presented the same 
play at the Knickerbocker. Latter 
firm put the pressure on after Miss 
Crossman got the better notices and 
the play was forced to move to the 
Bijou. All three houses disappeared 
long ago. 

Two managers vied with each 
other with ‘Quo Vadis,’ which op- 
posed each other at the Herald 
Square and the New York, also 
razed. More spectacular was the 
battle between two managements 
who presented “The Devil’ day and 
date in different houses on Broad- 
way, but both companies made 
money, not a few playgoers attend- 
ing both performances to see which 
they liked best. George Arliss was 
in one of the ‘Devils’ and that ap- 
pearance attracted considerable at- 
tention to him on this side. 





vaude-revue click at} 
the Broadhurst, N. Y., another date | 


Actor in ‘Let’s Face It’ 








Several Legit Producers | 
Fitting Army Uniforms 





Legit producers are vulnerable to) 
the war along with actors and by| 
the first of the year half a dozen are 
likely to be in uniform. Those in 
the services, or about to enter, are of | 
the younger group of showmen. 

Maurice Evans, actor-producer, is| 
}in the Army. Richard-Aldrich is a 
Lieut. Comdr. in the Navy. Oscar | 
Serlin is slated into service soon| 
|after ‘Strip For Action’ opens in| 
N. Y. Herman Shumlin expects to! 
be in uniform by Dec. 1. Warren| 
Munsell, general manager for the} 
Theatre Guild, who was in the avia- 
{tion corps in the last war has been |} 
called by his old colonel for duty in| 
the administration arm of the pres- 
ent flying service. Edward Duryea 
Dowling, stager of Shubert musicals, 
and Fred de Cordova, stage manager, 
are aimed for captaincies in the 
Army’s Special Service division. 


‘Heels’ Coming to B’way 
‘Heels Together.’ intimate musical 
tried out by the Olneys at Scarsdale, 
N. Y., last week, is slated for Broad- 
way according to _ reports 
Some changes are necessary, 
but Joan Roberts, in the lead, is 
fixture. Show is the 
former Little Jessie James’ by 
Harlan Thompson and Harry Archer, 
brought up to date. 
300k was partly 
Johnstone, 


soon, 


cast 


slated as a 


revised by Tom 





| Current London Shows | 


| 





AsV I 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall 
‘Belle of N. Y.,‘ Coliset 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. Ja 
‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’ 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphi 
‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Hay! 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princ 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo. 

‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 

‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 

‘Gangway,’ Palladium. 

‘Get a Load of This,’ Hippodrome. 

Int'l] Ballet, His Majesty’s. 

‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 

‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Belle of New York,’ Coliseum. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy. 

‘Men in Shadow,’ Vaudeville. 

‘Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy 
| ‘Night of the Garter,’ Strand. 

‘No Orchids for Bliandish,’ Wales 

‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 

‘Rebecca,’ Lyric. 

‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s 

Russian Ballet, Cambridge 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 

‘Salt of Earth,’ Vaudeville 

‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garric 

Watch on the Rhine,’ A 
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| the Sabbath after debut, which usu- 


| forcing one day’s rest in seven for 


START ROAD TOUR JAN. 4 


2d Ave., Yiddish Legit's Broadway, 


Will See Only 


| Theatre This Season; 


10 Houses Set for 5 Cities, 6 in N. Y. 





War Breakdown 


Hollywood, Sept. 22. 


For first time in its 25 years 
of operation, the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse will have 
Sunday shows in response to 
requests by defense workers. 

The bluenoses were overruled 
when it was emphasized that’s 
the only day the factory workers 
have for play-going. 


WEEKEND MOBS 
HYPO SUN. LEGIT 


If there was any doubt about Sun- 
aay legit performance opportunities, 
a gander at the crowds in Tim 
Scuare, particularly at recent week- 
ends, would quickly dispel it. The 
jams approach the size of those on 
New Year’s Eve. 

It’s certain thai there is no longer 
any hesitancy on the part of Equity 
-¢ its members in regards to Sunday 
appearances. Such performances are 
a matter of selection on the part of 
the managers and 











some announce 
the playing schedule prior to open- 
ing, others sometimes switching to 


ally means “ropping Monday nights 
in conformance to the state law en- 





legit per’:> mers. 

New regulation on curtailment of 
taxis went into effect Sunday (20) at 
midnight, one-third of the various 
fleets being ordered off the streets, 
Irdependent cabs are restricted ‘to 
six days per week, with the day they 
are not permitted to roll painted on 
beth sides of the hood. Drivers are 
undisturbed over the _ limitations, 
which also prevent cruising, admit- 
ting they are doing within 80% : 
New Year’s Eve business. 





|former Jolson 





ORIGINAL ‘FATHER’ WILL 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 
company of 
headed’ by 


Original 
Life With 


Broadway 
Father,’ 


Howard Lindsay and Dorothy | 
Stickney, will go on tour after the 
first of the year, opening at Nixon 
here Jan. 4 for three weeks, Oscar | 
Serlin, producer, told Pittsburgh | 
newspapermen while in town fo! 


tryout of ‘Strip for 
new show At that 
added, one of the 


Action,’ his} 
time, Serlin 
road troupes, 


topped by Louis Calhern and 
Dorothy Gish, who are now play- | 
|ing ‘Father’ in New York while | 
Lindsay and Miss Stickney are vaca- | 
tioning, will take over at the Em- 
pire (N.Y.) Theatre. 

‘Father,’ with Calhern and Miss 
Gist played Pittsburgh for fort- 
night last season at Senato} 

a 


iarily a picture house, grabbin 


reat $45,000 for engagement and 


could have stayed longer Lindsay 
and M Stickney plan to travel 
for at least x months, covering 


any cities previ visited by 


touring companile 


yusly 


Production Personnel 


Charles Washburn, 
Cheek’ (tryout). 
Harry Shapiro, 
(tour), 

Dorothy Johnson, p.a., ‘Life With 
Father’ (tour). 
George Atkinson, 
Sullivan (tour) 
Peter Davis, Mary Ward in ad- 


‘The Damask 


back, ‘Priorities’ 


agent, Gilbert 


and 


vance, ‘The Corn is Green’ (tour). 
| Al Snink, ahead, ‘Lady in the 
Dark’ (tour). 

Lawrence Farrell, back, ‘The Pi- 


| rate’ 
; James Proctor, agent, ‘Let Free- 
dom Sing 
( H f Hellzapop 


Clinton 


+ en 


By NAT KAHN 

The rialto of the Yiddish legiti- 
mate theatre, New York’s lower 
Second avenue, has apparently 
reached what may well be its mil- 
lennium. The coming season will see 
only one house in operation along 


the street, which in better years 
found as many as four theatres 
functioning to big boxoffice. It 


sounds another gloomy note on a 


once important phase of show biz, 
a field that a dozen years ago saw 
about 22 theatres presenting Yiddish- 
language plays in a dozen key cities. 
This season five cities will witness 
only 10 resident companies. 

Where there were as many as 14 
Yiddish legiters in N. Y. during the 
hey-day, this season will see only 
six. The only Second avenue the- 
atre to survive, and this despite 
many managements over a period of 
years, is the Second Ave., which this 
season is being run by a company 
headed by the veteran comedian, 
Menasha Skulnik. 

A big hypo for the field will be 
the return to the Yiddish boards of 
Molly Picon, possibly the outstand- 
ing comedienne in the annals of the 
Yiddish stage. Occupied with radio 
and English-speaking vaudeville of 
recent years, Miss Picon will be mak- 
ing her debut under the manage- 
ment of Edwin A. Relkin in a bio- 


graphical musical, ‘Oy, Is Dos a 
Leben’ (‘Oh, What a Life’), written 


by her husband, Jacob Kalich, in 
which he will play himself. Joseph 
Rumshinsky has done the music, and 
the debut is slated for Oct. 12 at the 
theatre on Seventh 
avenue, which has been renamed the 
Molly Picon. 

The Skulnik troupe, which will 
also feature Michael Michelesko and 
Miriam Kressyn, is opening at the 
Second Ave. in ‘Be Happy,’ by Wil- 
liam Siegel, on Oct. 10. The Picon 
and Second Ave. will be the only 


legiters operating in Manhattan, 
with the other four being divided 


between the Bronx and Brooklyn. 
Feld’s Troupe 

At the Hopkinson, Brooklyn, Itzik 
Feid is topping the troupe there, 
while the other Brooklyn house, the 
Parkway, will be under the reins of 
Nathan Goldberg and Jacob Jacobs. 
The Hopkinson reopens Oct. 9 with 


| ‘General Fishel Duvid,’ a musical 
comedy by Oscar Ostrov and Ilya 
Trilling, with Max Wilner and 


Sania Rubina heading the cast. ‘The 


Bridegroom Regrets,’ by Louis Frei- 
man, opened Monday night (Yom 
Kippur), with Goldberg and Jacobs 


featured. Other Yom Kippur open- 
n ‘Forgotten Women,’ by 
William Siegel, which opened at the 
Bronx Parkway, with Dinah Hal- 
pern, Judah Bleich and Wolfe Bar- 
zel heading the troupe, and ‘The Boy 
from the Argentine,’ by Max Kled- 
der, at the Bronx Art 


ing were 


Out-of-Town-Spots 
Out-of-town theatres are the Met- 
Newark: Metropolitan, 
Detroit, and the 
Films with 


ropolitan, 
Cleveland: Pe ople 


Douglas Park, 


Chicago 


Yiddish vaudeville will be run at the 
. tional former jegiter on Second 
avenue the Clinton, both N. Y. 
Bernard Elvir and company will 
hold forth at the Met, Newark, with 
traveling troupes every week: Benny 
Adler heading the outfit at the 
Met, Cleveland; Menachem Rubin 
and Edmund Zayen topping 
the Chicago layout, and a ‘literary 
theatre’ presenting Jewish classics 


| will comprise the Detroit setup. 


The Vauders 
Jack Rovenger is operating the 
theatre vauder and Irving 
Jacobson continues as the head man 
at the National, both of whom are 
| showing the top names in the Yid- 


|dish theatre on weekends only. 
Three traveling units also com- 

prise the Yiddish legit scene. One, 

headed by playwright Louis Frei- 


man, will travel the New England 
rea, playing Boston on S 


adjacent areas the rest of 





A second will take the upstate New 

adian route, alternat- 
Montreal, Ro- 
chester and Syracuse The third 


perform in the St. 
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Plays Out of Town 
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‘who drew a laryngitis break on 
BEAT THE BAND opening night; Leonard Sues, with a 
New Haven, Sept. 17. trumpet novelty; Johnny Mack, in 
Musical comedy In ets, 14 scenes, |g drum-tapdance feature; Evelyn 
by Coors Marten. 21 ae George AbOOT": | Brooks, song-and-dance; Juanita 
aay D } hop settings, | Juarez, vocals, Ralph Bunker adds 
s ‘ Lt t s, Freddy Wittop; an amusing bit as a deaf music pub- 
arral Hush Martin and} Jlisher. Abbott has again. picked a} 
Blane hestra : ronald | . sgt _ ¢ ‘ dancing 
\ a : orchestra conduct archie Bleyer; | une of lookers, both for his dancing 
staged and pi nt by George A it | and singing girls. 
the Shubert, N Haven, 5 17-1% 42:| Show gives little indication of | 
v.07 ta | priorities on either sets or costumes 
Buster da § a: | While not so elaborate as some past 
A “ 2 ee be Ea a _ | Abbott musicals, production uses to 
Third Client ............ Be y | good advantage what material it has. 
Hugo Dillingham......-. ster | There's a sock boiler-room setting 
hen Sige tpt he Joan Caulaela for the ‘Steam’ sequence; a colorful 
Sr Player cs ubeene ype ra age eee framework for the beachcombing 
ee err errr cee Eunice Healey | ballet, and a couple of flat pieces 
Drummer -seeese+--Johnny Mack | that give perspective illusion through 
maggie pmana aie ek | clever designing by Samuel Leve. 
ie earns yan toes veire Rro ks | Costumes range from the demure to 
Doorman... .+see pesca sn svans lames Lane | the snappy, working in a wide spread 
Mamita ..ccccccccccvcsceces Juanita Ju -!of color. Bone. 
COUSPIAE, 06-0 cic vncceneosens .. Susan Miller anseiaaieimemamameai 
Hotel Manager.......+0- Cliff Re t “ 
yon yomingo Avere Hat 
eee py" | FRANKLIN STREET 
secone eter ¢ soasveee share lat 
Bell (i a. seam apes Deris Dowlin Wilmington, Del., Sept. 19. 
A Labor Expert. John Clark Comedy in three acts by Arthur Sheek- 
Dillingham’s band (10 men), dancing giS| man and R. G. and A. O. Goetz; staged 
(15), singing giris (8), dancing boys yy George S. Kaufman; setting by How- 
austin | Bay: costumes by Paul duPont; fea- 
s> | Cures Dorothy Peterson and Revnelds 
Whether or not ‘Beat the Band’| Evans; presented by Max Gordon at the 
becomes a smash hit depends largely an toe — a Se Seen 
on how much assistance an other- | Freddie Statz............. Tommy Lewis 
wise satisfactory production ulti- | Mrs. Ladd.......+....++- Dorothy Peterson 
mately draws from an at present ex- meal Atnet.. .. voteaeeaess Shirley oirler 
cessively dull literary department. | Wijiara Carroll...........,..Bugene Schiel 
Carrying the weakest book Abbott] Adele Staniey.......-... Jacqueline Gateley 
has offered in any of his recent mu- | Homer Conway...-..++.++: Buddy Buehler 
sicals. show contains few laugh lines | Waude Bainbridge... -.-..+++-- ae een 
and chuckle situations are among the Prof. A ‘Lincein ; Ladd. Reynolds Evans 
missing. ee eee rere Irene Cattell 
Based on the ancient wheeze about | {/.""'),, —— reaenvers ee — 
a handsome juvenile who adopts a] Aeatha De Costa. crecssccceeee Foyce Gates 
baby, sight unseen, only to have the | Syd Englander...... weds basen King Calder 
‘baby’ turn out to be a 20-year-old a Tour cocceces rie ee 
eyeful who eventually snares him, “a = no ail TORRES 99-78 CE eae 
story barely gets by as a background | Judge Derndhoff.......-: William J. Kelly 
for song-and-dance fare. Only mod-]| A Strange Man.....+++---.. John TLovenz 
ern touch is the fact that the juve = Ce achmen. ssvebeveneeee Jamba Baers 
in this case is a leader of a hot band. | pac., pinwik. Ronald Reiss 
Similar theme was used previously | joe Hurley... Calvin Thom 
in a Sonja Henie pic. - 
There’s a wealth of value in In its present form, ‘Franklin 


‘Band.’ but it’s going to take skill to 
mould it properly. Abbott’s show- 
manship should bring it through 
Turning from the script liability to 


the production’s assets, there are a 
number of features which can be 
used as groundwork on which to 


build a click musical. First, and un- 
questionably the show’s top sock, is 
a jam session titled ‘Steam Is on the 
Beam’ which will get plenty atten- 
tion. It’s sensational stuff that heats 
up practically everything right down 
to the audience chairs. If a musical 
can get by on one outstanding fea- 
ture, this is the one to turn the trick. 
A later calypso takeoff on the ‘Four 
Freedoms’ also rates favorable men- 
tion. although it suffers by foliowing 
the ‘Steam’ knockout. Both numbers 
are pegged close in the second 
stanza, leaving act one devoid of this 
kind of punch. Opening frame, in- 
cidentally, is where the heavy re- 
vision must come; it’s top dead- 
weight. Other assets in the terps 
division are a_ picturesque ballet 
about beachcombing, featuring Marc 
Platt and Doris York. and the tap 
specialties of Euni e Heal V 

Score is tuneful and includes some 
good commercial prospects. Due for 
a rush are ‘Every Other Heartbeat.’ 
‘Proud of You’ and ‘Let’s Comb 
Beaches.’ Johnny Green has done a 
corking job of composing that far 
surpasses its vocal rendition. There’s 
not a standout voice in the whole 
cast. Lyrics run from ordinary to 


topflight, latter category getting 
larger percentage. Melodies are 
aided by some nice harmonizing 


from an eight-girl choral group. 
Cast features Jack Whiting, Susan 
Miller, Jerry Lester and Romo Vin- 
cent. Whiting, back in musicals 
after a straight fling with ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace,’ is suave baton wielder 
and as such he does a competent job 


from the personality angle and also 
fits into several vocal efforts Miss 
Miller brings youthful freshness to 
the role of Whiting’s ‘god-child.’ 
Added to physical attractiveness is 
a nice voice Her solo on ‘Song of 
Two Islands’ is a glove-fitter. Lester 
works overtin in his comic chores 
and manages to wring the most out 
of a lame script. Vincent, the John 
Bunny of ong-and-dance, puts 
enough action into his songs to give 
them vitality. 


Others contribbing 








| ing 


| nolds 


jan 





Street’ will offer little for Broadway. 
Despite George S. Kaufman’s top- 
notch direction and an 
cast, the comedy fails to attain the 
nostalgic charm necessary for suc- 
cess. In fact, some general rewrit- 
ing is in order before ‘Franklin 
Street’ braves Broadway. Kaufman's 
touches are evident and throughout 
the first two acts help to keep the 
audience interested in a plot which 
becomes boring through too much 
repetition of the same general situ- 
ations. 

The authors evidently believe that 
here they have an ‘escapist’ play for 
wartime audiences. The basic idea 
is good. A broken-down, bombastic, 
ham-actor conducts a dramatic art 
school in Philadelphia in the early 
1900’s. He is a good-natured liar, a 
hypocrite, and windbag. He fools 
parents of would-be-Bernhardts. 
cheats patient but ever-loving 


excellent 


his 


wife, and finally prevents politicians | 


from closing his school by threaten- 
blackmail. As played by Rey- 
Evans, the ‘professor’ is an 
engaging character. Evans even can 
be forgiven for a bit of 
chewing, as it’s all in character. 

The role js an actor’s holiday and 
Evans takes full advantage of 
opportunity. Dorothy Peterson from 
films plays the wife and makes a 
good impression, although she 
little to do. Fine characterizations 
are offered by Florence Sundstrom 
as a ‘fancy’ lady: William J. Kelly, 
as a judge, and Dorrit Kelton in the 
role of a doting mama. 

There also is a flock of juveniles, 
but their antics embarrass the audi- 
ence as much as the professor. How- 
ard Bay's setting of a 1900 living 
room is outstanding, and Paul du 
Pont’s cost autnentic n 
style if 
Near the 


dence of 


scenery 


umes are 


+ os 2.1 % . ’ 
now. Bracetui in appearance 


close the play gives evi- 


direction, and good theatre. How- 
ever, by that time it’s too late to 
please the paying customers, except 
those who wish to be reminded of 
dramatic schools of the old days 
when they were drilled in vowel 


pronounciation and deportment by 
assortment 


(Management 


Klep. 
play’s 


of crackpots. 
announced 


individual | withdrawal Saturday (26) for script 
piecework are Toni Gilman. warbler, revisions. 


Boston booking cancelled.) 











City, in “Tabacco Road.” 





JOHN BARTON 


Thanking all my good friends for their kind wishes 
upon my opening at the Forrest Theatre, New York 


Not forgetting my good pal, Irving M. Becker. 


Film Kep. BILL WOLFENDEN 
9730 Wilshire Boul. 
Beverly Hills, Cal. 


every | 
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careful craftsmanship, fine | 











Strawhat Reviews 





HEELS TOGETHER 





| 

| Scarsdale, N. Y., Sept. 16. 

Musical omed in two acts b Harlan 

| Phun son: music by Harry Archer; lyrics 

Thompson and Gladys Shelley. Based 

a play, ‘Little Jessie James,’ by Thomp- 

n. i l by Edgar MacGregor; dances 

; t n k le setting by Elwell; musk 

! ted | Aj h Moras resented b the 

; © vs at the Scarsdale theatre, Scarsdale, 

} Y., Sept. 15, °42; $2.20 top. 

} Tommy Tucker... ‘ Lee Dixon 
Paul Revert es ....Donald Burr 
= Blo . Tee Walter Armin 
s Wim Fe EVOTCO. sides Joseph KE. Gordon 
Tessie Jam ! ¢ foan Roberts 
Juliet Pier an eeacn Pegey French 
Geraldine if peerere ...Ruby Mercer 
fre. Flower.....s.ceeses France Comsv.ock 
Mrs. Jamieson..... ..Lujah Fonnesbeck 

Others: The Vass Trio and Constance 
Dowling, Sally Gracie, Maria Harriton, 
Frederica Grey Patsy Lu Rains, Rita 

| brown, Evelyn Day, Jeanne Hempel. 


Harlan Thompson’s modernization 
!of his hit of 19 years ago, ‘Little 
Jessie James,’ doesn’t come off quite 
successfully. Three members of the 
cast are garbed in the khaki of our 
present army, but the gags and situ- 
ations are nothing as streamlined as 
these uniforms. Before ‘Heels To- 
gether’ can become a sound pros- 
pect for Broadway it will have to 
undergo plenty of doctoring and also 
get itself a few more clicksome tunes. 

About the only sock touch of this 
opus as unveiled at the Westchester 





County summer spot was the in- 
genue, Joan Roberts. Hers is the 
role that Nan Halperin created in 


the original. Not so long ago out 
of the chorus, Miss Roberts might be 
regarded as a find. Her assets start 
with a cute figure and plenty of 
looks and include an_ ingratiating 
verve, a keen sense of comedy, a 
wealth of self-assurance and a knack 
for selling a song. In this case her 
personality and talent classified her 
as a show-stopper. 

The high point of the musical’s 
laugh ado is a disappearing bed with 
the added utilitarian significance of 


being a bomb-shelter. The _ lines 
throughout the show specialize in 
the double entendre and occasion- 





ally take some sharp dips into the 
j}blue. The heaviest splurge of the 
latter persuasion occurs during the 


! 

|}early part of the second act while 
|the spectators are waiting for a 
|} young couple to make their reap- 


pearance on the bed from out of the 
‘bomb shelter.’ Except for the dis- 
appearing bed episodes there is lit- 
tle to keep the laughs at even a mod- 
erate pitch, or maintain an absorb- 
ing attentiveness in the plot. 

The story deals with a pair of 
camp buddies who become more 
deeply involved as they seek to ex- 


tricate themselves from multiple 
complications that came with an 
automobile crackup. The car wasn’t 
theirs and the accident took place 


while they were AWOL. One of the 
soldiers adds spice, if not a touch 
of complexity, to his predicament by 
importing into his apartment the 
wife of the sergeant in charge of the 
camp’s m.p.’s. 

To Lee Dixon, cast as one of the 
soldier buddies, is left the task of 
sparking the comedy. Considering 
the quality of the material, he does 
a fine job. Dixon also dishes out 
some sparkling tap routines and puts 
over a lyric nicely. As his com- 
panion in the game of marital deceit, 
| Peggy French is fast on the situation 
Her part in the original 


reg 


| uptake 


| James’ production was created by 
| Miriam Hopkins, Donald Burr, as 
Dixon’s pal, figures as an expert 


straight and a capable purveyor of 
jromantie _ ditties. Ruby Mercer 
|makes a pleasant prima donna. A 
delightful complement to the vocal 
proceedings at all times is the Vass 
Trio. The little girls have grown 
up and not only can they harmonize, 
but they decorate a stage with lots 


!of fresh pulchritude. 

Out of the score of 13 songs, only 
| three seem to have something on the 
|catchy side. They are ‘Wonderful,’ 
|; "Who's to Blame?’ and ‘How Did It 
); Happen to Me?’ ‘Gotta Have a Man 
! Around the House’ ; 


o took 
that appeared to 
be due more to the clever interpre- 
tation of Miss Roberts than to the 
quality of the lyric. The same could 
also be applied to Miss French’s de- 
livery of ‘Rainy Afternoon.’ Odec 


with 





the customers. but 


BLACK NARCISSUS 


Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 21. 
Drat n three acts three scenes, by 
Rumer Godden, adapted from her novel, 
| ‘Black Narcissus.’ Presented at the Maple- 
| wood theatre Sept. 21, °42, by Cheryl 
| « wford in association with John Wild- 
} ' nd the North Shore Players. Pro- 
} du by Lee Strasberg Features Cor- 
| nel Otis Skinner Settings by Herbert 
Andrews; $2.20 top. 
jg Perri ryrre es »...ee++Esther Junger 
MRR s <secnenvinees Wasantha Wana Singh 
MANO. cc cccccccecsvece -es-J0SIe Johnson 
Dean... Denis Green 
General Toda Rai......... -Kumar Goshal 
> oy eee Cornelia Otis Skinner 
~ FRU DOs cccess Dorothy Patten 
Sister Briony....... Marie Louise Dana 
Sister Honey Beatrice De Neegnard 
POMECr BUG. icccdcacas ....Thelma Schnee 
Jett were ee Te ....Lekshmi Wana Singh 
|} Young General Dilip Rai....Philip Gordon 
| Native Mother............Juliana Taberna 
} Natives: Minakshi Rey, Rama Chatto- 
|} pahyayva, Frenk De Silva, Lele Vanti, Kaie 
| Deei, Norman Rose, Mernie Wechter, He- 
lia Danillian, Rhodelle Heller, Charlotte 
Keane, Fiorence Odets, Balerie Bayan, 
Tony Darnay, Eleanor Eaton, Thomas 


| 
| Barry. 

| ——- 

, eae 

| In its transition from a novel to 
‘the more astringent province of the 


; weakness, " 
|repetitious qualities, portend it as a 








stage, ‘Black Narcissus’ realizes most 
of its inherent dramatic potential- 
ities, but the play’s basic thematic 
its pedestrian pace and 


dubious Broadway entry. 

Rumer Godden, in adapting her 
1939 best-seller to the stage, displays 
a keen sense of theatre, but the play 
needs judicious pruning and much 
sharper character delineation. In its 


present form the play is rambling 
and its two-dimentional characters, 
more often than not, are tripped up 


on their own verbosity. 

‘Black Narcissus’ tells the story 
of five Nuns representing an Anglo- 
Catholic Order, who settle at Mopu, 
in the Himalayas, and establish their 
Convent of Saint Faith. Scene of 
the convent is the palace, once a 
notorious harem, donated by Gen- 
eral Toda Rai, an altruistic poten- 
tate. 

Transactions between the Sisters 
and the General are carried out by 
Dean (Denis Green), the General’s 
agent and the only local white man. 
Dean, a bibulous cynic, becomes the 
focal point for the attentions of the 
Sister Superior Clodagh (Cornelia 
Otis Skinner) and _ Sister Ruth 
(Thlema Schnee), a frustrated psy- 
chopath. 

Sister Clodagh, torn between her 
religious convictions and the ever 
recurrent memory of an abortive 
love affair in the dim past, is con- 
stantly bedeviled by the gibes of 
Dean, who considers her a martinet. 
Matters come to a head when one of 
the Sisters administers to a native 
baby, who dies. The natives revolt 
and Sister Ruth seizes the oppor- 
tunity to rush off to Dean and pro- 
fess her love for him. He spurns her 
and she returns to the convent, in- 
furiated, and attempts to murder 
Sister Clodagh by pushing her over 
the side of a mountain. In the en- 
suing struggle, Sister Ruth loses her 
balance and plunges to her death. 

Shortly after, Sister Clodagh, after 
being exonerated by the Mother Su- 
perior, is instructed to close the con- 
vent and return home with the other 
Sisters. She leaves with the knowl- 
edge that her experience has, some- 
how, fortified her spiritually and 


that, despite her failure at the con- , 


vent, she stands at the threshold of 
new and greater heights. 
Miss Skinner gives to the role of 


Sister Clodagh a penetrating insight | 


and warm understanding, albeit the 


part is far from being one of her 
best. As Dean, who carries both his 


whisky and the white man’s burden 
with equal facility, Denis Green is 
properly protean in a characteriza- 
tion that is far too vacillating to bear 
the stamp of conviction Thelma 
Schnee is a standout as Sister Ruth 
and plays her part to the hilt. Re- 
mainder of the cast is adequate 
Jona, 


Scarsdale, N. Y., Sept. 9. 
Comedy jn three acts 

Novello and adapted by 
sented by Blackwell & leatures 
Ruth Weston, Edith King: staged by Don- 
ald Blackwell; setting by Elwell At Scars- 
dale theatre, Scarsdale, N. Y., Sept. 8, '42. 
Ruth Weston 


Six scenes, by 
Ruth Poll, 


Curtis 


Ivor 
Pre- 


Lola Lacy 


nee Ch SHOU. cb bss 6iek exes June Brehm | 
Frynne Rodney....... eoee Kdith King 
A ST ee ere ree Cosecese John Harvey 
MPCNO EME. 2 incékésbanns Hunter Jardne 
April Harring@tom....cicscccsc Anna Minot 
Charlie.. -.+«-Emory 8. Richardson 
M: Rosenblatt TERETE TT ° Rolte Sedan 
Tudge Harrington Frederick Howar 
Detect Inspector...Raymond Van Sick 
First Policeman mn Kdward Dimond 
Second Policeinar , John Fx y the 

‘On the House’ is a simple little 
anecdote that’s stretched out to the 
point where it becomes an unmiti- 
gated bore. Gags, situations and 
plot are pretty sophomoric. In any 
event, the script’s entertainment is 
extremely limited. 


The action (and that’s broad ex- 
aggeration) eddies around a dizzy 
dame of the Mary Boland type. A 
widow, with a grownup son and with 
a theatre background, she finds her- 
self in financial straits and decides 
that the easiest way out of her pre- 





dicament would be to convert her 
home into a gambling casino. As 
legal cover for the operation. she 
gets a city permit which obligates 
her to contribute the proceeds to 
charity. The permit is limited to a | 
single night, but that doesn’t stop 


her; she merely erases the date and 
writes in another 

Romance of a wacky sort abounds 
throughout. One of the casinc’s ad- 
dicts and heavy losers is a 
girl of the horsey set. 
widower father, 
comes to investigate, but discovers 
that the gambling joint’s operator is 
a musical star that he was daffy 
about 20 years before. The old yearn- 
ing is revived but he arranges a fake 
raid on the place so that she will be 
cured of her devious ways and marry 
him. e 

Considering the nigh hopelessness 
of the material. Edith King does yeo- 
man services in the part of the dizzy 
widow and wherever possible she 
makes the laughs count. Ruth Wes- 
ton is cast as the widow’s sister ad- 
dicted to a phoney invalidism and 
unable to decide whether to go back 
to her husband or to work. 
finally settles on the husband and 
he’s played nicely according to the 
book by Hunter Gardner. Anna 
Minot gets by as the horsey-miss; 
John Harvey makes a handsome son, 
and Rolfe Sedan is hard put to get- 
ting comedy out of his dialectic as- 
signment Odec. 


The latter's 


young | 


a Virginia judge, | 





She | 


ans 


Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 23-Oct. 3) 





‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (23-26): Hanna, 
Cleveland (28-3). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (ist Co.)— 
Curran, San Francisco (23-26): Bilt. 
more, Los Angeles (28-3). 

‘Beat the Band’ (tryout)—Shubert, 
Boston (23-3). 

‘Best Foot Forward’ — Erlanger 
Chicago (23-26); Studebaker, 
cago (28-3). 

‘Blackouts of 1942’ (vaude)—Rf] 
Capitan, Los Angeles (23-3), 

‘Claudia’ (lst Co.)—Geary, San 
Francisco (23-26); Metropolitan, Se- 
attle (28-3). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Locust, 
delphia (23-3). 

‘Count Me In’ (tryout )—Maijestic, 
Boston (23-3). 

‘Eve of St. Mark’ (tryout)—Wil- 
bur, Boston (24-3) (premiere). 

‘Franklin Street’ (tryout) — Na- 
tional, Washington (23-26). 

‘Good Night 
Chicago (23-3), 

‘Guest in the House’—McCarter, 
Princeton, N. J. (3). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(23-26); Erlanger, Chicago (28-3). 

‘Junior Miss’ (2d 
Chicago (23-3). 

‘Lady in the Dark’—Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia (28-3). 

‘Life with Father’ (2d Co.)—Bush- 
nell Auditorium, Hartford (1-3). 


‘Magic’ and ‘Hello, Out There’ 
(tryout) Walnut, Philadelphia 
(23-26). 

‘Merry Widow’ 


Chi- 


Phila- 


Ladies’—Blackstone, 


Co.)—Harris, 


(stock )—F latbush, 


Brooklyn (23-27); Windsor, Bronx 
(29-3). 
‘Moon Is Down’— Cass, Detroit 


(23-26). 


‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—David- 
son, Milwaukee (23-26); American, 


St. Louis (28-3). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Court 
square, Springfield, Mass. (23); Bush- 
nell Auditorium, Hartford (24-26); 
Ford’s, Baltimore (28-3). 

‘Native Son’ (stock) — 
Brooklyn (29-3). 


Flatbush 


‘Papa Is All'’—Playhouse, Wilming- 
ton (3). 

‘Pirate’ (tryout)—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (23-26): English, Indianapolis 


(28-30); Taft 
nati (1-3). 

‘Porgy and Bess’— Masonic 
torium, Rochester, N. Y. 
Erlanger, Buffalo (1-3). 

‘Priorities of 1942’ (vaude)—Ford’s, 
Baltimore (23-26); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(28-3). 


Auditorium, Cincin- 


Audi- 
(28-30); 


‘Show-Off’ (stock) —- Lafayette, 
Detroit (23-3). 

‘Spring Again’ Shubert, New 
Haven (1-3). 

‘Street Scene’ (stock )—Playhouse, 
Providence (23-26). 

‘Strip for Action’ (tryout)—Shu- 


bert, New Haven (23-26). 
‘Susan and God’ (stock) 
Bronx (23-27). 
‘This Is the Army’ — 
Washington (28-3), 
‘Watch on the Rhine’—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (23-26); Curran, San 
Francisco (28-3). 


Windsor, 


National, 


Dick LaMarr joined A.&S, Lyons 


agency in N.Y., in the legit depart- 
ment. 
- $$$ 























Met, LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 
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AND 


THROW A POSEY TO 


Clifford Fischer for proving 
vaudeville never died. 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 51 





~———— Tnside Stuff—Legit 


An almost entirely new second act went into new Howard Lindsay- 
Russel Crouse comedy, ‘Strip for Action,’ at Nixon theatre, Pittsburgh, 
Jast Friday night (18) and general opinion was that it should increase 
show’s chances immeasurably. Latest version considerably builds up 
role played by Jean Carter, burlesque stripper making her legit debut 
and hailed by Smoky City critics as a genuine find. Originally she ap- 
peared only in opening scene and reviewers commented that it was a 
pity ‘Strip’ got rid of her so soon. Play was supposed to have gone direct 
from Pittsburgh ‘tryout to Broadway, but changes, producer Oscar Serlin 
felt, required additional time so he extended out-of-town time to include 
four days in New Haven beginning tonight (Wed.). Show, however, ar- 
rived there Monday (21) and spent first two days of week rehearsing. 
Only one cast change was made in Pittsburgh, Howard Smith replacing 
Owen Martin. 

After rehearsing in ‘Strip’ for five weeks, Ross Hertz, veteran legit 
actor, failed to open with show in Pittsburgh last week. Day before the 
new comedy preemed at Nixon, Hertz’ N. Y. draft board exercised its 
omg on him and he reported Monday (21) for induction at Fort 

ix, N. J 








Legit circles are gratified by the USO decision to send eight plays into 
the camp circuits during the new season, Last season there was con- 
siderable feeling about disregarding stage plays, most of the units being 
vaude and band shows. Result was that only two legiters played the 
camps. Bert Lytell is on the USO board, but not especially as Equity’s 
representative. 

List of stage shows for the camps has not been definitely determined, 
but those virtually set are ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ ‘Juntor Miss’ (repeat) 
and ‘Angel Street.’ Proposed, too, at a board meeting last week to camp- 
tour ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ with Fred Stone, who has been appear- 
ing in that comedy in stock. ‘Janie,’ a recent entrant on Broadway, was 
selected, but will probably be dropped, as the cast calls for a seven-year- 


old girl. Figure camp touring would be too arduous for a youngster of 
that age. Shows are slated for the camps in late October or early 
November. 





Dealers in theatrical accessories have been hesitant at filing necessary 
forms in connection with materials which they will need and which are 
under priorities control. That is the report cf the Theatrical Contractors 
Assn., a group of supply houses necessary to legit production. Indicated 
that the dealers are somewhat apprehensive that if Government bureaus 
are acquainted of stocks on hand, there is a chance that some of their 
goods would be requisitioned. It has been suggested to the dealers, 
however, that if they explained that most of the stuff on hand has been 
virtually ear-marked for shows to be presented during the new season, 
there would be little chance of interference. Priorities rules call for the 
filling out of what are known as PD-IX forms, on which inventories 
are to be made. 

So far legit production has not been retarded by priorities, but that 
element may become pertifent when more shows are readied. 

Several years back, when the legit theatre code was being formulated, 
Brock Pemberton was panned plenty by the ticket brokers, who figured 
him chiefly responsible for the idea of controlling agency prices. He took 
it in good grace for a time, but finally spoke up among his friends, saying 
he was ‘tired of taking the rap.’ As a matter of record, the code was 
drawn up by a committee of managers and people representing Equity. 

Mostly because of his sense of humor, the ticket people changed their 
ideas about the producer and rooted for his ‘Janie’ to click at the Miller, 
indications being that they got their wish. In a personally worded extra 
space ad last week, he mentioned Louis Schonceit, who operates Mackay’s 
ticket office. 

After playing the lead in ‘Tobacco Road’ on tour for five years, John 
Barton is making his first legit appearance on Broadway in the repeat 
date of the drama at the Forrest. He is 17 years the senior of his nephew, 
James Barton, who enacted the Jeeter part in ‘Road’ in the same theatre 
longer than any of the other players who had the same assignment. 

Early this week Barton, the elder, invited a bunch of oldtimers to the 
play as his guests, asking the N.V.A. to submit a list. There were 50 
names given him, not a few of them famous on the stage of other years. 

‘Road’ has another week to play at the Forrest, which will get a stock 
revival of ‘Three Men on a Horse’ Oct. 5, 








Salary cut for ‘I Killed the Count,’ Cort, N. Y., was finally agreed upon 
early last week and became effective on the payoff Saturday (19). Instead 
of the originally 50% slice, it was set for 25%. English meller, the first 
drama of the new season, was also the first show this season to reduce 
operating expenses because of boxoffice weakness. Show expected to play 
next week, but the house is slated to get ‘Eve of St. Mark’ during the week 
of Oct. 25, which was originally booked for the Royale. 

Agreement on ‘Count’ stipulates that if the gross reaches the $6,000 level, 
full salaries are to apply. Management stated the gross needed was for 
an even break, 

Helen Hayes presented Irving Berlin with a gold cigaret case declaring 
it to be ‘crammed with the esteem, love and admiration of the American 
Theatre Wing War Service and the hearts of the cast and members of 
the profession,’ as part of a luncheon salute to Berlin and ‘This Is the 
Army’ cast at the Hotél Astor (N.Y.) last week. Tonight (Wed.) at the 














| Locust 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Little 
erly. 

‘Skin Of Your Teeth’—Mich- 
ae] Myerberg. 





Darling’—Tom Weath- 


‘Mr. Sycamore’—Theatre 
Guild. 

‘Life, Of the Party’—Henry 
Duffy. 

‘The Damask Cheek’—Dwight 
D. Wiman, 

‘Time, Place and the Girl’— 


Georges D. Gersene. 


‘Let Freedom Sing’— Youth 
- Theatre. 

‘Wine, Women and 6S0ng’— 
Shuberts, I. H. Herk. 

‘Life With Father’ (road)~ 
Oscar Serlin. 

‘Lady in the Dark’ (road)— 


Sam H. Harris estate. 


‘Spring Again’—Guthrie Mce- 
Clintie. 

‘Papa Is All (road)—Theatre 
Guild. 





BEST FOOT’ 176 
EILEEN’ 86, CHl 


Chicago, Sept. 22. 

Following nearly a year’s run, ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ bowed out of the Har- 
ris. Business was never under $7,000 
and this stage hit could have stayed 
longer, but had to bow out because 
Max Gordon needed house for 
‘Junior Miss,’ which opened last 
night (Monday). 


‘Maid in the Ozarks,’ which came 
from Hollywood, where it was re- 
puted to have made money, was torn 
to pieces by local reviewers and 
doesn’t stand a chance. Manage- 





|ment is flooding town with cut-rate 
| tickets. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Erlanger (2d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). This show 
came through with $17,000 for its 
second week here, proving favorite 
with critics and public alike. 

‘Good Night Ladies’ (Blackstone) 
(23d week) (1,200; $2.75). Still en- 
joying its phenomenal run, this 
favorite garnered a fine $17,000. 

‘My Sisier Eileen’ (Harris) (18th 
and final week) (1,000; $1.65). This 
show bowed out with sock $8,000 and 
should have run indefinitely if house 
were not needed for ‘Junior Miss,’ 
which opened yesterday (Monday). 

‘Maid in the Ozarks,’ Great North- 
ern (1,300; $2.20). Doing very badly; 
maybe $2,000 for awful opening 
week, 


‘PRIORITIES,’ $23,000, 
NIFTY IN PHILLY FINALE 


Philadelphia, Sept. 22. 
Second burst of activity in Philly’s 
new legit season took place last night 
(Monday) with the re-lighting of the 
with Emlyn Williams’ ‘The 
Corn Is Green,’ Ethel Barrymore 








| starrer, in for three weeks as Amer- 


| ‘Priorities,’ 


| $23,000. 


Hotel Commodore, after the show, the Army officials are hosting the | he F ' 
at tne orrest. 


Berlin cast and author at a semi-official Army function. 





Legit theatres have been lighting thetr electrics early in the evening and 

s have been lighting their e 

pulling the switch at di but ne heuses have been exceeding 
imout time, but some 


ican Theatre Society’s first subscrip- 
tion offering, and Eddie Dowling in 
his double bill, G. K. Chesterton’s 
revived ‘Magic’ and William Saroy- 
an’s one-act curtain-raiser, ‘Hello 
Out There,’ at the Walnut for a 
single week. 

Last week, Philly’s lone show was 

which, despite torrid 
again grossed estimated 
Show again gave four mat- 
its second and final week 


weather, 
inees in 


‘Claudia,’ 1136, Slumps 


1 a: ° - «* . * : 3 . ema anniiec » | 
the limit, probably due to the rapidly shortening days. Same applies to 
some commercial establishments with Broadway fronis. Violations, inte! 
tional or otherwise, may result in police summonses and fines. 


N. Y. World-Telegram carries the time of sunset and tne start of the | 


dimout, usually one hour later, at the top of page one. 








(complete cast), ‘The Damask 


Cheek’, 


Engagements 


Claiborne Foster, ‘Mr. Sycamore.’ bith eas 

Vicki Cummings, Ricnard Worth, 
‘Time, Place and the Girl.’ 

ZuSu Pitts, ‘Her First Murder.’ 

Helen Gleason, Donald Burr, 
Everett West, Elizabeth Houston, 
John Cherry, Paul Reed, Carl Nel- 
Son, Roy Johnston, Henry Mowbray, 
‘Merry Widow.’ 

Suzanne Jackson, Templeton Fox, 


Robert Breton, Richard Beach, Fred 
Howard, 


‘Angel’, $11,500, Picks 





Detroit, Sept. 22. 


‘Angel Street,’ the road show 
prepped here for a western tour, 
showed an improvement in its sec- 
ond week. Picked up an estimated 
$11,500 in the second week, slightly 
over the approximate $11,000 of the 


Louise Laarbee, Ellis | frst week. It was followed in Mon- 
Baker, Bruce Reilly, ‘Guest in the | day (21) by ‘The Moon Is Down. 
House.’ Pop-priced Lafayette ($1.50) con- 


Flora Robson, Margaret Douglass tinued to run ata wrens ae Sa 
Leonard Elliott, Celeste Holm, tem Joe E. Brown in ‘The Sho 
Tetzel, Zachary Scott, Ruth Vivian, 


Mary Michael, Peter Fernandez 


Fifth week saw the comedy pulling 
strong estimated $9,200, with tickets 
on sale for a month more. 





Up in 2d Det. Wk. 


Lew Parker, Jack Gleason, ‘Hellz- 





in S.F.; ‘Arsenic’ Big 216 


San Francisco, Sept. 22. 


‘Claudia,’ sagging in its seventh 
veek at the Geary, will close Satur- 
day (26). ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
still going great guns, will also va- 
cate the Curran Saturday, to check 


again at the Geary Oct. 12. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Curran 
(1.7774; $2.75) (3d wk), Terrific 
$21.000. 


‘Claudia,’ Geary (1,500; $2.75) (6th 
wk). Suffered a slump to $11,500. 


‘Vickie’ 66 in Balto 


Baltimore, Sept. 22. 


Pre-Broadway trial of Frank Man- 
dell’s ‘Vickie,’ with Jose Ferrer and 
Uta Hagen in the leads, at Ford's 
here last week drew mixed notices 
from the critics and fairish biz at es- 








i timated $5,900 at $2.77 top for the 


1,500 seats. 

Very promising advance sale in 
the till for current ‘Priorities,’ essay- 
ing 11 shows at $2.77 top. 


Cooler Temp. Ups 


Bway Legit BO; 


‘Janie’, $12.500, Clicking, Vauders Okay 


4 











| mated $13,500, at 


| 


| futile thing’ in which 





‘Band’ N.G. 96 in NH. 


New Haven, Sept. 22. 

‘Beat the Band’ break-in last week 
fell below expectations following so- 
so notices. Drew an approximate 
$9,000 in four performances at $3.30 
top. 

House has lined up ‘Strip for Ac- 
tion’ current last half (23-26); ‘Spring 
Again’ for Oct. 1-3; ‘Priorities of ’42,’ 
due Oct. 5-7; ‘Mr. Sycamore’ preem, 
Oct. 9-10. 


STRIP’ FAIR $11,000 








IN 2D PITT WEEK 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. 

‘Strip for Action,” new Howard 
Lindsay-Russel Crouse comedy, in 
second week of its tryout engage- 
ment here at Nixon, got estimated 
$11,000 at $2.75 top, yust fair. Ad- 
vance sale indicated much more 
than that, but house, which has re- 
cently made it a policy of giving re- 
funds whenever they’re requested 
turned back at least a couple of 
~— after the mixed notices came 
out. 


Nixon currently has new edition 
of ‘Hellzapoppin’ and is booked 
solid for a month after, with 
‘Priorities,’ ‘The Pirate,’ “This Is the 
Army’ and “The Merry Widow’ set 
to follow. 


‘COUNT ME,’ $25,000, 
STILL BIG IN BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 22. 

‘Count Me In’ is still hitting a good 
pace here Ti’s been playing to 
stanfees* same performances since it 
opened Sept. 11 and having been 
pretty thoroughly tinkered with, is 
shaping up into a strong contender. 

Last week it grossed estimated 
$25,800. 


‘Rhine’, $14,500 Fair 
In L. A.; Vaude, 146 


Los. Angeles, Sept. 22. 


At current pace Ken Murray’s 
‘Blackouts of 1942’ at El Capitan, 
Hollywood, will hold until first of 
the year. This week attracted esti- 
mated $14,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ at Biltmore 
in Los Angeles, is not as strong as 
expected, getting $13,000, after open- 
ing Monday (14). ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace’ returns Sept. 28 for two weeks, 
and is followed by ‘Claudia’ for three 
weeks. 

Harry Abbott quick-switched title, 
prices and some of cast of his entry, 














trying it anew as ‘Laffin’ Thru’ at the | 


‘Swing 
$1.500 on 


Music Box. Predecessor, 
Shift Revels,’ hit anemic 
second week. 


Lunts’ Pirate’ Gets OK 
B.0., N.G. Press in Milw. 


Milwaukee, Sept. 22 

Opening of the legit season at the 
Pabst theatre with Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne in S. N. Behrman’s 
new costume comedy, ‘The Pirate, 
was auspicious as far as boxoffice 
was concerned, with an extra Friday 
matinee added after the 
scheduled four performance: 


. a ese Ty ] 32 enae P *- 
sold out. The half week ending Sat- 


bist ALLS 


urday night (i$), 2: f Aan € 
$3.30 top. 

Critics failed to enthuse Richard 
S. Davis, dean of local reviewers, 
commented in the Milwaukee Jour- 
nal that the play was ‘gay but 
anemic—a delight to the eye, but a 
pain in the intellect—a feeble and 
‘the theatre: 
Apollo and Minerva are playing with 
paper dolls.’ 


Saroyan, Chesterton Duo 
N.G. $8,000 in Wash. 


Washington, Sept. 22. 
Eddie Dowling’s adventure in deep 
dish and culture failed to catch on 
here. Saroyan’s curtain raiser, 
‘Hello Out There,’ followed by G. K. 
Chesterton’s short ‘Magic,’ drew es- 
timated $8,000. Poor business was 
not helped by lukewarm reviews. 
Max Gordon's ‘Franklin Street,’ at 
$2 top, is currently trying to catch 
some of the Government workers 
who won't go for the $2.50 scale. 
Without any outstanding name, pub- 
licist John Peter Toohey put the em- 
phasis on George S. Kaufman’s di- 
rection. 
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Humid weather last week suddene 
|iy turned autumn-cool over Sunda 
night and that should help N. Y. 
legit b.o.s. ‘Janie’ looks like the best 
of the new plays so far; ‘The Morne 
ing Star’ seems to have a chance. 
Of the new vaude-revues, ‘Show 
Time’ (George Jessel) distinctly 
; rated the best, but new ‘Priorities’ 
should get the money, too. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (41st week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Holdover meller 
looks aimed for late autumn if not 
longer; making money consistently; 
estimated around $10,000. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” Fulton 
(87th week) (CD-893; $3.30). Only 
a few hundred difference from pre- 
vious week and management expects 
run to stick until the picture version 
is released; quoted over $11,000. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (45th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Another holdover 
with an indicated chance into cold 
weather or longer; imported comedy 
claimed more than $11,000 also. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (16th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Going strong with 
standees in at some performances; 
takings better than $27,000, which is 
about all show can do at scale. 

‘I Killed the Count,’ Cort (3d 
week) (CD-1,064; $3.30). May stay 
another week with operating nut re- 
duced; rated around $4,000, but needs 
more to break even; ‘Eve of St. 
Mark’ booked in week of Oct. 5. 

‘Janie,’ Miller (2d week) (C-940; 
$3.30). Indicated to be season’s come 
edy click; first full week rated nearly 
$12,500, which is very good figure 
in this house. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (46th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Playing Mondays 
again with extra midweek matinee 
out; getting nice profit weekly with 
pace over $11,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (149th 
week) (C-1,062; $3.30). Quoted near- 
ly $12,500, which was about same 
pace as previous week, not counting 
| extra matinee (Labor Day) then. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (43d week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Run musical stays 
in the big money and should easily 
span fall with the pace up to $29,000 
and more. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (Qlst 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). May stay 
until “The Pirate’ comes in next 


month; run .comedy still makin 
money, pop scale the factor; dippe 
under $10,000 however. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (42d 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Rush of 
business to long-staying revue one 
of recent surprises; jumped to 
| $35,000 and more. 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (13th 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Another musi- 
| cal that is cleaning up, with grosses 
$24,000 and more; good chance 
| through new ‘season. 
| ‘Stars On Ice,’ Center (10th week) 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Was under-estie 
mated Labor Day week, when gross 
| was $40,000 in 11 performances; vir- 
| tually selling out every show; around 
| $34,000 in nine times last week. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Morosco (D- 
939: $3.30). After mixed notices 
business was somewhat better than 
expected; takings quoted at $10,400, 
| with heavy Saturday helping. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Hudson (17th week) 
| (D-1,042; $3.30). Should go along to 
| profit in new spot; talking of putting 
on another play on _ off-matinee 
afternoons for charity purposes; 
$10,000 estimated. 

‘Vickie,’ Plymouth (C-1,075; $3.30), 
| Presented by Frank Mandel; write 
‘ten by Sid M. Herzig; drew favor- 
|able attention in out-of-town try- 
| outs: opened Tuesday (22). 





Added 

‘This Is the Army,’ Broadway (R- 
11.942: $440). Final and 12th week 
for soldier show, which has been 
packing ’em in since the start and 
could play indefinitely: $48,000: 
e may get ‘Priorities’ from 46th 
Street 

‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (17th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Making a small profit, but 


intention is to stick: proceeds for 
two weeks to go to Russian relief; 
$6,500. 
Vaude-Revues 
‘Show Time,’ Broadhurst (lst 
| week) (1,142: $2.75). Drew corking 
| notices at midweek debut and shoul 


| . 
| repeat the success on the Coast and 


Chicago: with five matinees, can 
‘beat $24.000. 

| ‘Priorities of 1943,’ 46th St. (st 
| week) (1,347: $2.75). Press not so 
|favorable, but business first five 


| days indicates possibilities; estimates 
are for $19,000 gross. 
Revivals 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (2d week) 
| (D-1,195; $1.10). Another week and 
'then to the road: bie at weekends, 
| with gross last week rated over 
$5,000: fair for top; revived “Three 
| Men on a Horse’ due here soon. 
| ‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (M- 
| 1,774: $2.75). Final and 36th week, 
which is record for revival on 
Broadway; pace again around 
| $20,000 indicates it could have 
nlaved into the winter. 
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Ward Morehouse’s Stories 


Commenting on Major General 
Russell P. Hartle’s denial of a n- 
te:-view anent a ‘second front wi 
Ward Morehou N. Y. Sun’ ecia 
war correspondent, the tt Vy I 
now yack Ame 4 yre - 
p beca 
fi wna ri ) i ¢ 
! ntervic General Ha iN I 
mander of U. S. troops in Northern 
Ireland, over the weekend tola INS 
that he ‘neithe recognized nol 
recollected’ statements attributed to 
him that an early second front In 
Europe would mean ‘martyrdom’ of 
two army corps. General Hartle 
seid Morehouse had paid him ‘a 
purely courtesy call,’ and that the 


informal conversations which ensued 
was ‘not a press interview.’ 
Morehouse that chatted 
with the general for nearly 45 min- 
utes, in company of Major Timothy 
McInerny, former chief editorial 
writer on the Boston Post, who is 
press relations officer. While he 
didn’t use a notebook and pencil— 
as he frequently doesn’t, and as do 
many other newspapermen, who 
realize how frightening and inhibit- 
ing a newspaperman’s pencil can be 
—he compared notes explicitly with 
Major McInerny and both the cen- 


states he 


sors in Londonderry and London 
went over his mailed stuff very 
carefully, 

Morehouse wrote some _ 50,000 


words on his junket, and the Sun 
has stuff until Oct. 1. He mailed 
everything, and only three of the 33 


pieces he wrote were touched by 
the -censors, who meticulously OK 
every story and, in fact, initial 


every page of mss. 

However, that ‘second front’ story 
gave managing editor Keats Speed 
a hunch that there might be a come- 
back, despite all the official in- 
ittalings, and he kept the original 
copy, just for protection. 


Morehouse’s private opinion, in- 
cidentally, is that the all-out of- 
fensive will come in the spring. 


The Sun man, who has covered 11 
ccuntries, interviewed 30 generals 
39 colonels and filed 110 stories from 
other theatres of the conflict, from 
the Carribean to the British Isles, is 
naturally anxious about maintaining 
his integrity batting average for 
reasons of futur: war coverage. 


Good Neighbor Editors 

Editors of dailies in practically 
every Latin American republic have 
been besieging U. S. embassies 
the last few months begging for 
newsprint supplies lest they be 
forced to discontinue. U. S. State 
Dept. and Office of the Coordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs, while un- 





| burgh over the last weekend. 


in | 


Why Editors Get Gray Early 





Sent by Telegram—Yet!] ) 
Ottawa, Sept. 22 
Robert Dont Dor on carillonneur and one of the few men 
‘ \ t thi i 
ins e wht n handle the clavier of a carillion, joined the Royal 
é 7 4 i - ** . + P af cic 
Canadian Air Force with “drummer” status since RC AF has no giassi 
fication of carillon I 1 
Donnell, howeve will arrange for the Air Force Central band and, 
posted to a local airport, will centinue his work on the Peace Tower 
bells here 
i sraphed a set of advance gal- , Streeter's hearty acquiesence, with 
leys. bound ‘em in a special jacket, | the statement, ‘You're the first one in 
and planed them to the Government |10 years who has given me _ the 
man on the Coast. courtesy and asked permission; all 
a others just helped themselves. 


Canada Bans Dreiser 


Theodore Dreiser, who stated in 
Toronto on Monday (21) that he 
would rather see the Germans in 


England than the ‘aristocratic, horse- 
riding snobs’ who he contended are 
running Britain, was banned later 
the same day from making speeches 


in Canada. He was in Toronto to 
speak last night (Tuesday) at the 
first meeting in the Town Forum 


series when the order was issued in 
Ottawa by Justice Minister Louis S. 
St. Laurent. 

Dreiser is quoted as saying in To- 
ronto that if Russia were defeated, 
he hoped the Germans would in- 
vade England. He claimed that Eng- 
land has done nothing in this war 
so far except borrow money, planes 
and men from the U. S. Also was 
quoted as saying that Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill had no in- 
tention of opening a second front. 
In this respect he was quoted as 
follows: 

‘He’s afraid the Communists will 
rule the world. So he does nothing 
except send thousands of Canadians 
to be slaughtered at Dieppe. He 
didn’t send any English, as far as I 
know.” 


Radio Weekly’s Ist Issue 

First issue of Darrell V. Martin’s 
long-delayed local Radio «Weekly 
finally made its appearance in Pitts- 
Edi- 
tor is still under indictment in con- 
nection with a charge of obtaining 
$2,000 under false pretense from a 
New Kensington, Pa., couple to help 
promote the sheet. 

Initial edition, tagged 
5c, was distributed largely 


to sell at 


| ing, principally through hotels which 


able to guarantee anything, have 
been on a clock-round shift in an 
effort to secure the desired paper, 
particularly for pro-democratic 
sheets 

Explained by Latin American edi- 
tors that lack of priorities for thei 
print as well as shipping losses have | 
been responsible for dwindling 


sitccks. While Nazi sheets have been 
eliminated from most countries— 
Argentina and Chile being notable 
exceptions—anti-Axis dailies point 
out that the only way to keep good 
heignbors good is by giving them 
the facts and other material to prove 


the inevitable victory of the United 
Nati and need 
sclidarity. 

Known that a rationin 
been out 
assign shipments 
only of need but 
what. 
whethei 


yn for hemispheric 
¥ system has 
Washington to 
the basis not 
who deserves 


worked in 
on 


of 


its better to win editors 
and influence people by aiding those 
sheets which generally haven’t been 


Some conflict of opinion as t> | 


| months 


placed the Radio Weekly in the mail 


boxes of guests. Contents consisted 
of a few general paragraphs; auto- 
graphs of a flock of charter sub- 


scribers, them network 


Rudy 


majority of 
names; photostat of 


luck’ note from Kay Kyser, and logs 
of all Pittsburgh stations with 
exception, WWSW, Martin 


ignored, 


which 


That station is owned and operated 

Post-Gazette, morning daily that 
fired Martin its radio editor and 
columnist a » of years 


by 
ago. 


Pitt P-G Settles Guild Row 
Wage dispute be 
ment of Pittsburgh 


tnat 


tween 


Post-Gazette and 


paper Guild unit was 
tration last 
in favor of 


of decis 


settled by arbi- 
with board ruling 
employees. Under terms 


week, 
ion, hired hands receiving up 
to $40 per week will get a 15% raise; 
salaries bracketed between $40 and 
$735 will be upped 10%, and over that, 


the hike is 5‘ It’s also retroactive 
as of July 1. 
Negotiations started nearly six 


ago and understood that at 


| tre time Guild was willing to settle 


| Book 


such good neighbors, or stick to the 
policy of only helping those who 
helo us 
Cecil Brown’s Book OKd 

Cecil Brown’s book, ‘From Suez 
to Singapore,’ has been finally set | 
for Oct. 22 publication by Random 
House, after some Army and Navy 
elisions on such statistical data as 
the number of planes at this or 
that American base or scene of ac- 
tion during the CBS war cor- 
respondent’s Far East adventures. 


The amount of inside stuff contained 
prompted the publishers and the 
author to check on themselves with 
official Governmental agencies, so 
as to stay clear of possible aid to 
the enemy. 

A sidelight on the book was a 
telephone call from San Francisco 
from a U. S. official, en route to the 
Orient by clipper, that he'd ‘pay any 
price to read the advance galleys,’ 
because that’s the only book he’d 
want to take with him on the trip. 
Publisher Bennett Cerf, prez of RH; 
author Brown and the other officials 
of the company decided that any- 
bedy bothering to phone from Frisco 
for a book merited special con- 
siceration, and besides no charge, all 


Veep A SOLO OE 


1 
+; WerPr-4 ’ > 
al OVCr-daii iIiCcrease 


i of 5% 
shyla sh 


iblishers turned down that 


but 
offer. 
nanded 


} 


hea es Pt 


Ling OL arvi was 
icwn just two or three days after 
Post-Gazette. alk 
Ither Pitts 
Sun-Telegi 


go from three 


vate wsrith 


g with two 
and 
would 


daily. 


the 
Press 


nounced it 


Durgh papers, 
aph, a 
to four cents 
‘Pocket Book of War Humor’ 

3ennett Cerf is editing a ‘Pocket 
of War Humor’ for a competi- 


| tive firm because he agrees that the 


| plete 
| It will comprise not only gags, but 
| Cerf has gotten an OK from H. I. 





25c ‘pocket book edition’ is the 
medium for such a work. Cerf is 
head of Random House. Some 250,- 
000 copies will be published pronto 
for soldiers, sailors, Red Cross, etc., 
and it will be one of the most com- 
anthologies of war comedy. 


best 


Phillips for excerpts from ‘Private 
Purkey’ and ‘Private Hargrave,’ plus 
cartoons, and also some ‘Dere Mable’ 
chapters. 

Cerf was pleasantly surprised, 
when finally learning of the where- 
abouts of the author, Edward 
Streeter. He discovered him to be 
a v.p. of the Fifth Avenue Bank in 
N. Y., but, more unusual, was 


Te ra’e | . - > ; . 
Vallee's | Spiro, for many years city editor of 
check for his subscription; a ‘good | 


Pearl Buck Launching Mag 


People, a new mag intended to 
|‘aequaint people in different parts 
of the world with each other,’ will 








for noth- | 


one | 





manage- 


| protegee 
morning daily’s American News- | 





be published in the next few weeks 
by People East and West, Inc. (Pearl 


S. Buck, novelist, and Richard J. 
Walsh (her husband). The publica- 
tion will carry fictional and non- 


fiction material in continuity picture 
form, in full color, The intention is 
to educate, but it’s hoped the draw- 
ings will be primarily amusing and 
entertaining. The mag is believed 
to be the first of its kind. 

Editorial staff isn’t set, nor is the 
exact price, though it will be a pop- 
price publication. Directors of 
People East and West, besides 
Walsh, publisher and Mrs. Pearl Buck 
include Albert H. Walsh, brother 
of publisher and business manager 
of Asia. 


Leckrone Edits Indpls. Times 

Walter Leckrone, veteran Scripps- 
Howard writer and editor who has 
been with The Cleveland Press the 
last several years, has taken over 
editorship of The Indianapolis 
Times, succeeding Ralph Burk- 
holder, who left to serve with the 
Office of Censorship. 

Leckrone’s 25-year press career 
began in Mansfield, O., followed by 
service with papers in Buffalo, De- 
troit, Columbus, Toledo and Cleve- 
land. In recent months he wrote 
specialized series of articles for the 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers, last of 
which was a comprehensive study of 
the rubber situation. He served in 


the last war as an infantry lieu- 
tenant. 
Amster Spiro’s ‘Graphic’ 
First issue of Graphic, 10c fort- 


nightly ‘picture newsmagazin-’ 
(which is the subtitle), has made its 
appearance. It's edited by Amster 


the N. Y. Journal, with the following 
associates: John Hampton, Patricia 
Bronte, Myriam Sieve. Allen A. 
Goldhaber is publisher. 

Initial issue is arresting, particu- 
larly the review of the I. G. Farben 


| (German dye trust) and its hold on 
1U. S. 


patent medicines, via some of 
the best known home products, 


Jack Singer Missing in Solomons 
Jack Singer, 27, Mark 
and one of the more fa- 
miliar newspapermen around 
Gotham, is missing in action in the 
Solomon Islands while with a ‘task 
force,’ according to official informa- 


tion. He was INS correspondent in 
the Far East. 
He was sent east by Hellinger, 


who liked Singer’s style (as a sports 


writer) on the Los Angeles Exam- 
iner, and called him to Hearst exec 


Joe Connolly’s attention. 
Wiggins Heads S. C. Press 

A. L. M. Wiggins, publisher, Harts- 
ville Messenger, named president of 
South Carolina Press Asociation, 
ucceeding Sam L. Latimer, Jr., ed- 
itor, Columbia State. 

Judson Chapman, 
(S. C.) News-Piedmont, named vice- 
president. J. M. Blalock, v.p. of The 
State, named _ state salvage 
chairman, 


press 


Red Lewis’ Next Novel 

Sinclair Lewis’ first novel away 
from Harcourt, Brace and Double- 
day, Doran, for Random House, will 
be delivered on Xmas Day. 

It'll be titled after the principal 
character, a la ‘Elmer Gantry,’ but 
with a modern civic-leader-local- 
community theme. 


LITERATI OBITS 
George Harding Brodie, 33, co- 
publisher of the Oregon City (Ore.) 
Enterprise was fatally injured Wed- 
nesday (16) when his automobile 
struck a highway guard post at 
Oswego. Brodie was son of late 
Edward E. Brodie, former ™ S. min- 
ister to Finland and Siam. Survived 

by wife, mother and sister. 


Clifford R. Lipkey, 61, former 


| 


1907 


| 
| Carl She 


managing 
(Ind.) Journal-Gazette, died Sept. 6 
at his home near Uniondale, Ind. 
an Brandebury, 67, re- 
tired Associated Press executive, 
died Sept. 15 in New York. Origi- 
lly a newspaperman in Washing- 
" Brandebury joined the AP in 
and at his retirement in 1930 
was news editor for the Eastern 
States. 

W. Rodgers Winter, 59, publisher 
of the Englewood News, died Sept. 
19 in Englewood, N. J. 

William J. Morton, 87, organizer 
and president of the William J. Mor- 
ton Newspaper Advertising Repre- 
sentatives Co., N. Y., died Sept. 18 
at his home in Montclair, N. J. 

William Swearingen Mudd, 56, 
newspaper publisher, once president 
of the Alabama Associated Press 
Members, died Sept. 19 in Birming- 
hem, Ala. 

Dean Palmer, 53, newspaper owner, 
died Sept. 18 in Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
He was once publisher of the Motor 
Bus of N. Y. and from 1928 to 1940 
was part owner of the North Shore 
Long Island Daily Journal. In 
Massachusetts he owned the Hudson 
Deily Sun and the Marlboro Enter- 
prise. 

Howell C. Rockhill, 86, retired 
publisher, died Sept. 17 in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., where he had served as 
manager of the Journal Co., now 
publishers of the Journal-Gazette. 


Harry Alexander McKenzie, 70, 
former editor and publisher of the 
Waverly (O.) News, died Sept. 16 
in Columbus, O., of a heart ailment. 

Conde Nast, 68, founder and presi- 
dent of Conde Nast Publications, Inc., 
died Sept. 19 in New York. Pub- 
lications of the Nast organization jn 
recent years include Vogue, House 
and Garden and the Vogue Pattern 
Book. 


Dr. Philip Gootenberg, 53, sports- 
writer and columnist for the Pater- 
son Evening News, N. J., died Sept. 
20 in Paterson. 

Beckles Willson, 73, Canadian au- 
thor and journalist, died Sept. 18 in 
Beaulieu-sur-Mer, unoecupied 
France. For the past 20 years he 
had been living in London and Paris. 
His last work wasa biography of the 


rhe 


ton, 


late Edward Tuck, published last 
year. 
CHATTER 
It's Lieut. Ralph Ingersoll, now. 


PM editor was upped from a Sgt. 

Frances Haley, former Atlanta 
Ce.:stitution correspondent, named 
assistant manager, Georgia Press As- 
sociation, 

Copy-bey shortage so acute, the 
Backers’ 17-year-old boy is 
doubling into that chore at his pa- 
rents’ N. Y. Post. 


George 





Robert L. McMichael, Jr., execu- 
tive of Turner E. Smith Publishing 
Co., Atlanta, named to WPB com- 
mittee post in Washington, 

Albert Marvin Stroud, business 
manager, Kinston (N, C.) Daily 
Free Press, commissioned naval re- 
serve ensign and assigned to Boston 
duty. 

F. Hugh Herbert sold nine short 
stories, built on a 15-year-old femme 
character named Corliss, to Good 
Housekeeping mag to be published 
as a series, 

Clark Howell, editor and publisher 
Atlanta Constitution, and Associated 
Press director, called to army duty 
as lieutenant colonel. Howell is a 
reserve officer. 

Charles I. Reynolds, former edi- 
tor Washington (Ga.) News-Re- 
porter, named editor of The Civitan, 
organ of Civitan International, pub- 
lished in Birmingham. 

A. L. Wiggins, publisher 


of the 





Greenville | 


Hartsville Messenger, is *the new 
president of the South Carolina 
Press Association, succeeding S. L. 
Latimer, Jr., of Columbia. 

H., Allen Smith finally 


came up 


with a title for his sequel to ‘Low | 














Man on a Totem Pole” New tome 
will be titled ‘Life in a Putty 
Knife Factory.’ Doubleday Doran 
will publish, 

=a COhtinued from page 1 
agency last week to look up the 


records at City Hall. Rabbi Lissman 
was thus found, this time without 
‘Variety’s’ assistance. At the cere- 
mony Saturday (19), the rabbi re- 
called the A. J. Balabans’ wedding, 
its simplicity and without the host of 
guests who attended the fete at the 
Hotel Dorset, N. Y. 

The wedding of the Balabans’ 
daughter was also in the nature of 
a reunion for the geographicaily 
scattered Balaban family, brothers 
Barney, John and Harry being pres- 
ent at the ceremony and subsequent 





dinner and reception. 


| 
editor of the Fort Wayne 
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| Axis Propaganda | 
Continued from page 3 =— 


eral treaty calls for Argenting 
extend 160,000,000-peso credit 
Spain, of which 85,000,000 has al. 
ready been advanced. Franco goy. 
ernment must pay 344% interest. 

Under deal Argentina will sel} 
Spain 1,000,000 tons of wheat, 350,009 
tons of tobacco, 10,000 tons of cotton 
and nobody knows ow much corn, 
Spain will send Argentina oil, ma. 
chinery, tools, chemicals, mercury, 
wines and munitions. How much? 
Nobody seemingly knows, 

Pix Stressed 

Film section of the treaty was 
much stressed here and is one phase 
in which Spanish government is par. 
ticularly interested. Under this sec. 
tion of pact, three Argentine pic- 
tures must be received in Spain for 
every Spanish film released here, 
Argentine producers will not have 
to invest profits in studios and pro- 
duction in Spain, as has been the 
case with foreign films shown in 
that country previously, 

Argentine producers will set up an 
office in Madrid to select the Span- 
ish-mades for this country. Not defi- 
nitely set but it’s expected that the 
Argentine producers will also have 
rights to handle Spanish product 
elsewhere in Latin-America, using 
Buenos Aires as port of entry. 

Madrid office is expected to be 
headed by Humberto Goggi, who al- 
ready represents Lumiton and sev- 
eral other Argentine producers in 
Spain. 

There is already a backlog of some 
250-300 Argentine picts which should 
be available for Spanish showing 
under the deal, and possibly 75-100 
Spanish-mades which can be re- 
leased here, 

Spanish association will be in 
charge of the distribution and ex- 
ploitation of Argentine material, ad- 
vancing 15,000 Argentine pesos 
(about $3,500) for each pict and 
copies. Same will be done here with 
a similar advance in cash for each 
Spanish-made. 

Most important feature of the pact 
is a preventive clause which 


to 
to 


will 
;}supposedly give the Argentines a 
chance to refuse to accept any 


Madrid-made propaganda film. Ques- 
tion remains, however, who’s going 
to judge what's propaganda? It is 
noteworthy that the only new Span- 
ish films to come here during past 
year have been strongly anti-demo- 
cratic picts like ‘Raza’ and ‘Sin 
Novedad en el Alcazar,’ both of 
which lauded the Falangist move- 
ment and both of which were shown 
here in the officially blacklisted 
Teatro San Martin and other black- 
listed houses. 





‘Not Propaganda’ 
Spaniards argue that these aren’t 
propaganda, and it is maintained 
that if Argentine producers find re- 


jfusing such~ films will cut their 
grosses in Spain they’re likely to 
; : ; 

}agree with Madrid, despite frowns 


|from United Nations capitals. 
| There's little 


made in Spain to- 
iday that doesn’t have the indirect 


okay of Dr. Goebbels and the Wil- 


helmstrasse. There is still consid- 
erable Argentine coin frozen in 
|Spain, largest holder being Sono 


Film for 300,000 pesetas Spanish, and 
Lumiton with 200,000. Spanish- 
mades have never been good gross- 
ers here or elsewhere in Latin- 
America while Argentine picts have 
done excellently overseas. 

The local product should do even 
better now since Spain’s 23,000,000 
populash has been getting a pretty 
steady diet of only German and 
Italian picts. 

















| Bonds Gimmick | 


Continued from page 1 - 











now he has in file more than 300 


| stamp books belonging tc customers. 
What’s more, when a customer get 
enough for a bond his name is writ- 
ten on the mirror behind the bar. 
For every bond a red star goes after 
the name. The top customer now 
has one red and three silver stars 
behind his name—31 War Bonds. 
Odd thing about the short-chang- 
ing gag is that the Treasury Dept. is 
smiling indulgently on the boys who 
have been having a tough time here. 
Both State and Army officials have 
cracked down on the city’s spots for 
permitting gossip, too much drink- 
ing, cheating on hours, with warn- 
ings they would shutter them if they 
proved drawbacks to morale in this 
war production center. However, 
the rate with which the spots now 
are bringing in the money for war 
bond purchases has helped re-estab- 
lish them in the good graces of the 





officials, 
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VARIETY 


CHATTER 53 





Broadway 


ic March in from the Coast. 
agra Michel beat a strep throat. 
Dan Healy recovered and back in 
ec neoree Wellbaum, ill at home, im- 
roving. 
PrRen e ealmenson and Roy Haines 
ing the midwest. 
toGeorge Walsh, with Warners’ sales 
department, battling intestinal flu. 
Sue Morgan, ‘Variety's’ telephonist, 
padly bruised by tax1, but back on 


itimmy Gillespie on exploitation 
trip to New Orleans and Atlanta for 


* & S. Lyons office is repping 
Clare Leonard, playbroker, on the 
ast. ; 
i Burke to Chicago to han- 
dle press relations for Civic Opera 
here. ; 
George M. Cohan, Jr., in Army, 
transferred to Fort Jay, Governor's 
land. 
_— Turner, RKO field exploita- 
tion chief, off for the Coast for studio 
fabs. 
“onorenz Hart in Doctors hosp re- 
cuping from a fever contracted in 
Mexico. — 

Major Lynn Farnol, victim of the 
‘air marker’ hoax, reinstated to ac- 
ive duty. ; 
a Marden reported angeling 
Paul Small’s new vaudery for San 


Francisco 

Edith Van Cleve (MCA) casting 
‘Stage Door Canteen’ for Sol Lesser 
film productions. 

Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun writer 
and columnist, back from England 
10 pounds lighter. +a 

Louis B. Mayer, Howard Strickling 
and Victor Saville left Thursday 
(17) for the Coast. 

Milt Harris installing hitching 
posts at drive-in theatre which he 
manages in Miami. 

Tempus fugits note: Ward (Sun) 
Morehouse’s daughter married Air 
Cadet John Eric Forker. 

Arthur Willi, RKO talent scout, 
heads for the Coast and his usual fall 
studio confab next week. 

Mrs. Esther (Steve) Pallos now 
story editor for Korda Films. Pallos 
is Alex Korda’s eastern rep. 

Newspapermen and radio people 
visited Signal Corps Photographic 
Center, Astoria, by invitation. 

Sports writer Sid Mercer entered 
Huron Road hospital, Cleveland, 
for stomach operation last week. 

George Gruskin, Coast radio man 
for William Morris, back west; 
Johnny Hyd@ east for a fortnight. 

Theatrical attorney and producer 
Harry H. Oshrin’s daughter, Evelyn, 
engaged to Irving Glazer, non-pro. 

Nancy Kelly has the lead femme 
role in touring ‘Guest in the House.’ 
Mary Anderson originated the part. 

Arthur Levy engaged to wed 
Helen Marsh, widow of Leo Marsh, 
who was on the Morning Telegraph 
staff. 

John Hodiak, Chicago legit-radio 
actor, was signed by Metro last week 
for a picture and left immediately 
for the Coast. 


Ada May (Weeks), erstwhile 
musicomedy star, now songwriting 
and placed several new tunes for 


Shubert musicals. 

Showgirl Bunny 
priced line beaut in 
week—slated for a 
Freedley musical. 

Publicist James B. Zabin, now on 
WAC chores in the pix Bond drive, 
made ‘Information Please’ with a $10 
question last Friday. 

Harry Goldberg was in Philadel- 
phia last week to attend the gradu- 
ation of his son, Paul, from U. of 
Penn School of Architecture. 


Waters—highest 
the biz, $125 a 
new Vinton 


Ruth Joseph, ‘Star and Garter’ 
showgirl, was engaged to Jackie 
Singer, INS war _ correspondent, 


killed in action in the Solomons. 
_ Dick Himber bought up a flock of 
Newsweeks this week to trailerize 
himself, because of a piece therein 
Plugging the Essex House maestro. 
Al Jolson’s pals are still gaggin 
about the red, beribboned Seotck 
tam o’shanter he sported when get- 
ting off the Pan-Am from 
Britain 
E K. ‘Ted’ O'Shea, back from Dal- 
las and New Orleans on Metro prod- 
uct deals; stopped off at Helena, Ark., 
to visit his son. the air 
corps there 
Daughter Ruth Wilk (Mrs. Marvin 
Notkins), herself a quondam play 
producer, made WB story chief Jake 
Vilk @ grandpop for the first time. 
It’s a boy. 


»Tj : 
clipper 


who's in 


| 
Al Jolson, back from Britain, could 


80 to Hawaii and Australia to en- 
tertain the troops but for his radio 
Commercial which is now tying him 
up in the U. S. 

Star Spangled’ cocktail party, 
American Theatre Wing benefit, is 
to be held Oct. 25 by its office per- 
Sonnel division, in which there are 
Over 550 members. 

Eugene Lyons, American Mercury 
ed, Who ghosted Major Alexander de 
; versky Ss ‘Victory Thru Air Power,’ 

n the Coast to work with Walt Dis- 
ney on the filmization thereof. 

: dward Duryea Dowling and John 
5 ubert getting lieutenancies as 
aa cualists in the Army Corps. It’s 
— there’s an increasing need 

/ ese as more shows go out. 
obpeed Brown, host at Copaca- 
Mont may shift to Gene Cavailaro’s 
Prone be when m.c. co-partners 
and ogel (heading for the Navy) 

Fefe Ferry, who is 1A, depart. 


Ken Clark, formerly head of Hays 
N. Y., on 


Offic ° tae : 
fice public relations in 


imark at Teatro Liceo, new 











leave in Manhattan from his Army 
duties in Washington. He was com- 
missioned major several months ago. 

Ninth annual ‘Night of Stars’ for 


refugee relief and Palestine resettle- 
ment is slated for Madison Sq. Gar- 


den, Nov. 24, again headed by 
Marvin H. Schenck’s production 
aegis. 


_ Will Weber, of the Anthony Phil- 
lips office, is booking the Greenwich 
Village Casino. In addition to Benny 
Fields the only acts set, so far, are a 
line of Noel Sherman girls and | 
Lenny Kent. 





Antoinette Perry 1s serving on the 
board for the United Seamen's Serv- | 
ice Committee, along with Admiral 
Land, head of the Merchant Marine, 
and Joe Curran, prexy of the Na- 
tional Maritime Union. 

Dailies made good copy of U. S. 
mails denying postal privileges to 





the Police Gazette for obscenity. 
Heretofore the standard gag was, 
‘Did you read this week's Police) 


Gazette?’ ‘No, I shave myself.’ 

Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels may | 
become USO aides in’ England 
henceforth for any U. S. overseas 
entertainers going abroad, Lyon and 
his wife would manage them and 
generally direct things on the scene. 

Naming of Harriett Flagg by Da- 


vid O. Selznick as his eastern rep 
comes in nature of considerable 
promotion for femme. She served 


as producer’s secretary both in N.Y, 
and on Coast for. number of years 

The William Fifields have moved 
to New York from Hollywood. He's 
the mag and radio writer whose 
short story won the 1942 ‘best’ award 


of the O’Brien collection. She's 
radio actress Mercedes McCam- 
bridge. 


Si Seadler of Metro has drawn up 
an ad for the program of the Army 
Emergency Relief show at Madison 
Square Garden Sept. 30 reading; 
‘The motion picture industry salutes 
the greatest star of all.’ Cut of 
Statue of Liberty is in the 
ground, 

Connie Immerman, former Harlem 
night club showman and also con- 
nected with the Cotton Club when 


back- 


London 


Bobby Barnet mourning the loss 
of his father. 

Charles Clore has 
50.000 acres in Scotland. 

Tommy Bostock put to bed by his 
medico to avoid recurrence of 
pleurisy. 

Jerry Blattt.er, studio manager for 





purchased 


British | National, married to non- 
professional. 
silly Bleach is area organizer 


with ENSA, covering Hampshire and 


| Dorset districts. 


Charles Munyard has quit the 
J° ck Hylton office to join ENSA as 
entertainment organizer. 

International Ballet attracting en- 
thusiastic audiences for its five-week 
season at His Majesty’s theatre. 

Leslie Bloom re-elected president 
of the Gallery First Nighters Club 
for the 19th year in succession. 

Robert Donat, working on picture 
for Metro at Gainsborough Film 
studios, is spending his off-time in a 
ho.pital. 

Celia Johnson replaced Vivien 
Leigh in the leading role of “The 
Doctor’s Dilemma’ at the Haymarket 
while latter vacationed. 

Provincial film business suffering 
all around due to general release of 
Metro's ‘Gone With the Wind,’ which 
is -opping most of the coin. 

Billy Bennett’s estate amounts to 
around $190,000, which he left to his 
ty > sisters. Jessie Bond, old 
£- voyard, ieft around $6,000. 

larry Roy band returns to Em- 
bassy club after six weeks touring 
vaudeville, with Johnny Claes, who 
replaced him, taking up vaude tour. 

“oe Young has replaced Sid Field 
in William Henshall’s revue, with 
Ficld, who has quit, going over to 
Charles Tucker to star in a touring 
revue. 

Girls around Piccadilly asking un- 
necessary street directions from 
Jack Hulbert, resplendent in his war 
reserve police uniform, for a chance 
to talk to the star. 

florist at Beckenham, Kent, left 
about $80,000, bequeathed $2,000 to 
Gladys Cooper ‘as a slight recog- 
nition of her kindness to him and his 





latter was on Broadway, has been 
named manager of Duffy's Tavern. 
Latter spot is to be operated by Bill 
Duffy, formerly Primo Carnera’s 
minager. All colored help is to be 
engaged, including the bar staff 





Buenos Aires 
By Ray Josephs 


Sono Film inked director Luis Sas- 
lavsky for °43. 

San Miguel inked exclusive 
with Elisardo Santalla. 

Andres Salas Edwards, 
film exec, here on biz trip. 

San Miguel signed Alberto Bello 
for two features during °43. 

‘Sixteen’ passed 275th performance 


deal 


Chilean 


house. 

Asociacion Cinematografica Argen- 
tina marked first anniversary with 
Alvear Palace hotel banquet. 

Asociacion de Extras Cinemato- 
graficos moved to larger h.q. with 
offices and experimental theatres. 

Belisario Garcia Villar back from 
iocation shooting on San Blas Film’s 
‘Frontera Sur’ (‘Southern Border’). 

Luis Cesar Amadori started shoot- 
ing on ‘Clara de Luna’ at Sono Film 
with Legrand twins and Roberto 
Airaldi. 


Special studio built at Lumiton for | 


15-year-old starlet Mario Duval, to 


lallow fulfillment of her radio com- 
mitments while filming. 

Spanish Revue company now at 
Teatro Mayo, featuring saxophonist 
Aquilino, Sarita Olmos, Lolita del 





Rio and Jose Pena Copla. 
Asociacion de Productores de Pel- 
oculas Argentinas had tes 1 t 


timonia Lo 


Don Joaquin A. Lautaret, 
hib. for services to Argentine in- 
austry 


Lumiton finished ‘El Vaije’ (‘The 
Voyage’), original comedy 
story by Sixto Pondal Rios and Cai 
los Olivarri. 
Mugica 


Miami 
By Leslie Harris 


Pall Mar dancers’ stand extended 
at Clover Club. 

Veronica Lake will be 
local Victory bond dinner. 

Local Paramount bond preview of 
‘Wake Island’ was good for $125,000 
sale. 

Fran Carden, N. Y. radio actress, 
guesting on army radio shows while 
visiting. 

Lou Walters reported planning on 
spring local Latin Quarter early in 
December. 

Sgt. Ross Evans, producer of army 
show ‘Contact,’ on furlough. Draper 
Lewis will handle directorial reins 
during absence. 

Clark Gable has lost 10 pounds, 


guest of 


and is now an upper classman at 
OCS. From now on he can stay up 
till 10 every nite. 


local ex- ! 


Megged by Francisco | 


wife for many years.’ 
George Robey’s 
married in London. 
the staff 
Prosecutions for 10 years, 
Williams was the bride. 
Len Young back from Australia 


barrister son 
He has been on 


Denise 


with discharge from the Australian 
|A‘r Force, and inundated with 
| vaudeville offers, providing he can 


ge’ discharge from English army. 
Bobby Barnett :onsidering reopen- 
in Ciro’s club, closed since 1938. It 


| would operate as dancehall, with | 
| Harry Roy band doubling from 
| Embass, club, also owned by Bar- 
| nett. 
| ‘We'll Smile Again,’ British Na- | 
jtional’s picture starring Fkanagan 
and Allen, has been booked for en- 
|; tire Odeon circuit, and gets West 


End pre-release at Odeon, Leicester 
Square. 
Lupino Lane 


has collected over 


showing of ‘Twenty to One,’ in 
| which he appears at the Victoria 
| Palace, for the Merchant Navy Com- 
| forts Fund. 

| Dora Gregory celebrating her 70th 


| birthday She is mother of Alan 
| Howland, actor and former BBC 
news announcer, and is herself ap- 


pearing in th. RAF play, ‘Flare 
Path,’ at the Apollo. 

‘The Grand Manner,’ new play by 
Marguerite Steen and Derek Pat- 
more, produced by Henry Kendall 
fo: Jack Hylton and William Molli- 
son, opened at Opera House, Man- 
|chester, and plays two weeks in the 


sticks, after which it folds without 
ovening in London 

Action against the manage! ot 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ at the Saville 
which was mentioned in ‘Variety,’ 
Aug. 5, in no way involved Firth 
Shephard He’s not managing this 


show. as reported. Case reported in- 
volved the Board of Trade action 
against the show’s manager because 
he allegedly used more material than 


allowed under rationing law witl 
the West End Managers Assn. takin 
up Case 
By Hal Cohen 

Clair Meeder, president of Loca 
60. down with flu 

Catholic Theatre Guild will oper 
season hortly with Letters to 
| Lucerne.’ 


| A] Ritz reopened Club Petite in 

| East Liberty's Ritz hotel with 

Peck’s band. 
Oscar Serlin 


Jack 


flew to Washington 
Action’ tryout. 

Lieut. George Lazard, Jr., son of 
Nixon Cafe’s major domo, home on 
a short leave 

Diosa Costello added to the Charlie 
Barnet band show opening Friday 
(25) at Stanley. 

Jackie Cooper turned 19 during his 


engagement here last week at the 
Stanley theatre. 
Dorothy Thompson booked here 


| 
{for Nov. 17 in May Beegle’s Town 
| Hall lecture series. 

Nat Dorfman in ahead of ‘This Is 
tt Army’ and Bill Fields here drum- 
beating ‘The Pirate.’ 

Bill Cullen will be teamed 
Joe Tucker on WWSW’s 
of Steelers football games. 


with 





! 
} 
| 


George Englehart, 


of the Director of Public | 


| $20,000 (at this writing) during the | 
high for | 


from here on biz during ‘Strip for | 


broadcasts | 


pendix Operation and Marjorie Mc- 
cann filling her ‘WCAE slot. 

Al Marsico got his driver’s license 
back just in time for rationing. Had 
it suspended 90 days for speeding. 
former WCAE 
news editor, is now managing editor 
of the Rockefeller Center magazine. 

Kid sister of London’s Diane Ward, 
who used to be Pittsburgh’s Bebe 
Faulvo, around auditioning. She’s als 
a singer. 

Tony Conforti, Jr., son of the cafe 
man, transferred from Camp Meade, 


Md., to Miami Beach. He’s in the 
Air Corps. 

Mervin Framer, radio man Walt 
Framer’s brother, switching from 


WB publicity to asst. mgr. of Squirrel 
Hill theatre. 
iviera reopening unofficially for 
wo weeks and at end of that time 
| ro dhouse will install a local troupe 
in ‘The Drunkard.’ 


j . . P 

| . Harris gang farewelled Bill Zeilor, 
circuit manager, who goes _ into 
‘Army next week as Volunteer 


Officer Candidate. 

Harold Daniels, former little thea- 
| tre actor here and brother-in-law of 
Mannie Greenwald, Barry manager, 
isi ned to directorial contract by 
M-G. 

CPO Gray Carpenter, son of Brad- 
do k exhib, here on seven-day 
{fu lough. He’s attached to public 
relations office at the Jacksonville, 
IE -., naval base. 

Jackie Heller took a four-day en- 
g-sement at Miami’s Olympia thea- 
tre and also spent some time with 
his brother, Pvt. Lew Helier, who's 
stationed at Eglin Field, Fla. 

Vince Johnson, Post-Gazette radio 
;ed, new correspondent here for 
| Lucepapers. Succeeds Bob Hagy, Jr., 
| who has gone with Time. Life and 
| Fortune in the Chicago office. 
| JU camera crew due in next week 
|from Hollywood to shoot background 
| stuff for ‘Pittsburgh.’ Lou Davidson, 
from home office, was in several 
days ago making the arrangements. 

Jeanne Owens (Mrs. Harry Fields). 
| local gal formerly of dance team of 
Liberto and Owens, in chorus of 
|‘Count Me In.” She retired three 
years ago to marry. Ex-partner’s in 
‘By Jupiter.’ 


Mexico City: 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


Gonzalo Curiel, composer, home 
after a South American tour. 





Tito Guizar to debut soon in the 
Follies Bergeres, local revue house. 
Hipolito Lazaro, Spanish tenor, 


debuted (13) at the Teatro Arbeu in 
operatic selections. He flew here 
irom Havana. 

Pic colony threw a birthday party 
for Agustin J. Fink, prez of Films 
Mundiales, S. A., winner of the 1941 
Oscar for Mexico's best film. 

New pic producer is Carlos Orel- 
lana, who is also an actor and meg- 
ger. He has ended his teaming with 
Vicente Saiso Piquer, producer. 

Ray Smith, American marionet 
manipulator, and Jeanette Hackett 
and her line gals (6) heading the 
| floor show at the Waikiki’ nitery. 
| Nestor Mesta Chaires, featured 
tenor of Coca-Cola’s weekly radio 

show at XEQ here, doubling in Paco 
Miller’s presentation at the Follies 

Bergeres, local revue house 

Claudio Arrau, the Latin-American 

pianist, skedded for recitals at the 

Palace of Fine Arts (National The- 
atre), Sept. 25, 28 and 30 and Oct. 2, 
after which he goes to the U. S. 


Norman Foster expected here late 


n September to meg a revival of 
‘Santa’ (‘Saintess’), based on the old | 
novel of the same name. New pro- 


luction is to be by Francisco de P 
Cabrera. 

Alonso Sorda Noriega, radio sports 
announcer and the chief 
eral air stations inspector, feted by 
announcers of station XEW upon his 


now 


return from the U.S., where he went } 


on official business. 
Amanda Ledezma 


actress. signed for ‘Solamente una 
Vez’ (Just Once’). which Gonzalo 
Elvira is to produce. Latter has re- 
rganized } company, which is now 
known as Hidalgo Films, S. A 
David T. Bamberg, the Englishman 
no : Fu Man nu ! 
dard ‘¢ nese’ rn C al La I 
4, ica ’ ned by F M 
: yiK proauce iO i erie 
i o start at ¢ id of Sep- 
( C1 
J nB tillo Oro, one of Mexico's 
nking pik producers-me ¢ ten- 
lered a farewell banquet by Santiago 
Reacl prez of Posa Films, S. A.. on 
the eve of his departure fo1 South 


American biz tour that will take him 


0 Buenos Aires. 


Francisco (Pancho) Beas. owner 
of the Circo Modelo Beas, one of 
Latin-America’s standard circuses, 


celebrated his 25th vear as an im- 
presario (5) by doing his 
ing act during a performance. Beas 
began his career as a lion tamer. 
All-out. all-American _ filmusical, 
‘Canto a las Americas’ (‘Sing to tne 
Americas’). into production here 
oon-by Ramon Pereda and Manola 
Ferrandiz. Francisco Benitez script- 
fed. Paco Miller, 
quist, and Donato, 
i tured. 

Clementina Otero, young dramatic 
actress who has done well here, 
jawarded a_ Rockefeller Institute 
scholarship to study in the modern 
| theatre in New York. Arturo Arnaiz 
vy Freg, dramatist, is to study history 
in the U. S. under a Guggenheim 


new comic, fea- 


Polly Rowles recuping from ap- | cholarship. 


Hollywood 


Bud Abbott and his wife adopted 
a baby boy. 

Ava Gardner filed suit for divorce 
against Mickey Rooney. 

Ern Westmore became chief of Re- 
public’s makeup department. 

George B. Seitz back at his Metro 
desk after 10 weeks of fflness. 

Virginia Hall, screen actress, suing 
Charles K. Mathay for divorce. 

Joan Fontaine earned her dipioma 
as a Volunteer Red Cross Nurses’ 
Aid. 

Joe E. Brown appointed a member 
of Los Angeles Playground Commis- 
sion. 

Fay Bainter to Washington for the 
premiere of ‘The War Against Mrs. 
Hadley.’ 

Rita Hayworth, hospitalized with a 
breakdown, ordered to quit work for 
30 days. 





Bette Davis back in town after 
two weeks of bond selling in the 
midwest. 


Sara Allgood sprained an ankle on 
the set of ‘City Without Men’ at Co- 
lumbia ranch. 

Grace Cunard, former serial star, 
returned to Universal for a bit role 
in ‘Pittsburgh.’ 

Jean Bosquet leaving 20th-Fox to 
join Cliff Lewis’ publicity staff at 
Vultee aircraft. 

Ginger Rogers vacationing on her 
Oregon farm before shoving off on 
a War Bond tour. 

Joel McCrea, who actually raises 
cattle, is taking time off from his 
film chores for calf-branding. 

Eddie Norris, once Ann Sheridan’s 
husband, filed suit for divorce 
against June Satterly, film player. 

Carole Landis became a director of 
Screen Actors Guild to take the 
place of Tim Holt, now in the Army. 

Angie Ross is new chief of Re- 
public’s trailer department,  suc- 
ceeding Jim Hathaway, who went 
over to Walt Disney’s. 

Zita Lucachevitch, Hungarian act- 
ress, filed a separate maintenance 
suit against Joseph Lucachevitch, 
French film producer. 

Ray McCarey laid up with 
stomach trouble, with Otto Brower 
pinch-hitting for him as director of 
‘Dixie Dugan’ at 20th-Fox. 

Bernie Kamins checked out of 
Paramount to handle publicity for 
Harry Sherman Productions, now re- 





fed- | 


. ° °« : ; 
Arg an pi 
Argentinian pic 


lion-tam- | 


magician-ventrilo- | 


leasing through United Artists. 

Hal Hall joined the staff of Arch 
| Reeve, secretary of film industry's 
| Public Relations Committee, to 
cover activities of Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee. 





Washington 


Mae Hallett band at Cafe Caprice, 
Roger Smith hotel. 


Treasure Island, new night club, 
}opened Friday with Paul Kain’s 
| band. 

Toby Tyler, first trombone and 


arranger in the Capitol theatre band, 
into the Army. 

Paul Schwarz, president of Local 
161, back from Chicago after meeting 
with ‘Music for Victory’ committee 
of the Petrillo union. 

heodore Tiller, II, now 
in brass for the Willard hotel roof 
players. Sings and acts in ‘The 
| Drunkard’ and doing the publicity. 

Bernie Harrison, drama editor of 
Times-Herald, into the Army Sept. 
|29. Katherine Smith takes over the 
desk. She has been serving as 
woman’s page editor. 


doubling 





National Symphony orchestra hit 
| by draft. Jobs open for first viola. 
two cellos, two basses, six violins and 


one trumpet. Apply to George Gaul, 
| Musicians Local 161. 

| Bob Folliard, just named di 
manager for RKO, was dined 4 
| Variety Club Monday (21), with Ned 
Depinet coming down from New 
| York to be honor guest 

Edward Arnold brought along 
| Sergeant Schwarz of Camp Crowder 
ito spend the weekend furlough with 
him and Mrs. Arnold in Washington, 


trict 





Soldier wi: raised by the Arnolds. 
Fay Bainter and Arnold were cock- 
tailed for critics and feature writers 
at «the Carlton Here for world 
premiere Wai Azair t M Har ley.” 
Australi 
By Erie Gorrick 
Williamson-Tait revived “The Girl 


Friend’ in Sydney with local cast 

Herbie Hayward has been put in 
charge of exploitation for Hoyt 

Will Mahoney and Bob Geraghty 
doing: okay with vaude-revuve in 
Brisbane. 

J. O. Alexander has replaced Cres- 
well O'Reilly as Commonwealth 
|'Film Censor. Alexander was f 
merly Bankruptcy Registrar in Bris- 
bane. 

Jan Rubini, after completing run 
here as conductor for Hoyts, will re- 
turn to the U.S. Wife, Terry Walker, 
also goes along after finishing legit 
contract. 

Arthur 
Holt, oldtimers in 
died here recently. Former was fea- 
tured in Shakespearean roles, and 
latter was retired producer. 

Ken G. Hall producing ace shorts 
ifor the Department of Information 
for use here and in the U. S. All 
newsreel boys have been given uni- 
forms so that they can enter military 
areas without hindrance. 


ore 


Greenaway and _ Bland 
the legit world, 
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OBITUARIES 


WILMA HORNER 
Mrs. Max Davis Gershen, 32, 
known professionally by her maiden 


name, Wilma Horner, died of 
asphyxiation last week in New 
York. Body was sent to Young- 
wood. Pa. near Pittsburgh, the 
family home, for burial. 

Miss Horner started in show siz 


as a chorus girl in tabs and later 
went into burlesque as a featured 
dancer, playing several long stretches 
in her native city, Pittsburgh, at the 
old Variety theatre. Three years 
ago she toured Australia in a Harry 
Howard unit. for which her hus- 
band, who went under the name of 
Mack Davis, was the orchestra con- 


ductor. He retired from theatre 
work some time ago to go into 
manufacture of naval uniforms 


with his family. 

Miss Horner’s first and only ap- 
pearance in a Broadway show was 
in ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ in which 
she was Willie Howard's straight 
woman. She later played the deluxe 
film houses with Howard in a con- 
densation of ‘Heat.’ That was her 
last job although she had been up 
for a spot in the new Vinton Freed- 
ley show. 

In addition to her husband, she 
leaves her father, four brothers, 
William, Frederick, Layton and Carl, 
the latter a Chief Petty Officer in 
the navy, and two sisters, Irene and 
Kay. 


PETER GORMAN 


Peter Gorman, 77, old-time thea- 
tre manager and hoofer, died in Ot- 
tawa. Canada, Sept. 17. With his 
brother, the late Jerry Gorman, he 
had formed a dancing team that was 
well known in Canada and the U. S. 
between 1879 and 1891. 


Born in London, England, Peter 
Gorman was the son of Johanna 
O’Brien, champion jm and reel 
dancer of Ireland. He and his 
brother toured with the Gibbons 
English company, E. A. McDowell 
dramatic troupe, Holman Opera 
Company (1877), Pullman and 


Hamilton circus and others. 

In 1900 he became manager of the 
old Russell theatre, for years Ot- 
tawa’s main stage. Among those to 
play there under Gorman’s manage- 
ment were Lillian Russell, Sir 
Henry Irving, Sir Charles Wynd- 
ham, Sir Charles Hawtrey, Sarah 
Bernhardt, Blanche Walsh, E. S. 
Willard, Sothern and Marlowe, Sir 
Johnston Forbes-Robertson, Robert 
Mantell and Paderewski. 

Daughter, Nanine, is the sole sur- 
rivor. 


GEORGE T. HOOD 
George T. Hood, 62, vet Seattle 
showman, died in Seattle Sept. 10 


after being ill for the past few years. 
A native of Seattle, he entered st 


now 
business at age of 20 as treasurer of 





BARTLETT CORMACK 
Bartlett Cormack, 44, screen writer 
and former actor, died Sept. 16 in 
Phoenix, Ariz., following a long ill- 
ness. His introduction to show busi- 
ness was a series of acting roles in 
Maurice Broune’s Little theatre in 
Chicago, where he played for two 
years. Later he became a company 
manager and press agent in New 
York, where he wrote ‘The Racket,’ 

produced on Broadway in 1927. 
Among his screen plays were 
‘Gentlemen of the Press,’ ‘The 
Laughing Lady,’ ‘The Green Murder 


Case,’ ‘The Spoilers,’ ‘The Front 
Page,’ ‘Kick In,’ ‘For Men Only,’ 
‘Buy Your Woman,’ ‘Phantom of 


Crestwood,’ ‘Thirteen Women,’ ‘Half 
Naked Truth,’ ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ 
‘We’re Only Human,’ ‘Fury,’ ‘Vessel 
of Wrath’ and ‘The Beachcomber.’ 


JAMES F, McCABE 


James F. McCabe, 67, veteran 
showman, died Sept. 18 in New 
York. 


McCabe's activities had embraced 
circus, rodeo and vaudeville. Early 
in his career he was associated with 
the Walter L. Main Shows and for 
a number of years with Buffalo Bill. 
In burlesque, he was once featured 
with Phil Peters. He appeared in 
vaudeville with his wife as a team 
(McCabe & Vogel). At the World’s 
Fair in Chicago in 1933, he was with 
the Wings of a Century show and 
later with Railroads on Parade. For 
several years, during summer sea- 
sons, he was a member of the J. 
Allen Darnaby Exposition staff. 


HUGO VICTOR 
Hugo Victor, 69, who operated the 
Oriental theatre, Hongkong’s largest 
film house before its destruction by 
Japanese bombings, was killed last 
Dec. 22 in Hongkong during an air 


raid, it’s just been revealed in 
New York. 
Victor, in association with his 


brother Charles, had been the first 
to open vaudeville theatres in Bur- 
lington, Cedar Rapids and Waterloo, 
Iowa. They had also operated the 
Hugo Bros. Circus and sent several 
American shows around the world. 
Survived by widow, who recently 
arrived in the U. S. from Hongkong 
on the exchange ship Gripsholm. 
Brother Charles also survives. 


CARROLL PIERCE 

Carroll Pierce, 54, died in N. Y. 
Sept. 20. For a number of years he 
was assistant to the late Walter 
Kingsley when the latter was press 
agent for the Palace, N. Y., during 
its two-a-day vaudeville 


polis recently. He had worked at 
most of the Minneapolis loop thea- 


| tres and for the last 10 years was 
| stage manager for the WCCO radio 
station artists’ bureau. 








hey-day. | 


After Kingsley withdrew to handle | 
;}on the road now. ; 


publicity for Flo Ziegfeld, Pierce 
remained with the Keith-Albee press 
department. Later he was with the 
WPA Federal Theatre Project’s pub- 


| licity group. 


Seattle’s old Grand Opera House, 
opened in 1900 by the late John 
Cort, for whom Hood was private | 
secretary and _ representative for 
many years 

Hood became house manager of 
the Grand and later, when Cort 
opened the Moore theatre, Hood 


managed that, too. For over 20 years 
Hood ran the legit Metropolitan 
theatre, Seattle, operated by Klaw 
& Erlanger. For a time he was with 
the Henry Duffy interests and Fan- 
chon & Marco in California, and 
later became state director of the 
Federal Theatre Project. 
Widow, daughter, two 
broth Frank P. Hood, also 
kiuown in Seattle theatre 
survive. 


and a 
well 


sons 


er, 


HUBERT LABADIE 





circles, | 


Hubert Labadie, 76, who trouped 
the midwest before the turn of the | 
century, died Friday (18) in Brigh- 
ton, Mich., hospital following a 
stroke. 


The Labadies, Hubert and Oliver, 
direct descendants of the old Ottawa 
Indian chieftains, carried the drama 
to innumerable towns in the mid- 
west, with ‘Faust’ their masterpiece. 
They played Deadwood and the Da- 
kota Black Hills in the ’80’s, when 
the Blackfeet Indians were on a 
rampage. During the early days of 
the films, the Labadies established 
a studio at Labadie Lake, Mich., 
named for their families, and made 
several outdoor films but the com- 
pany tailed to expand. 

After he quit touring, Labadie was 
dramatie director for nearly 20 years 
for the Scottish Rite Order in the 
Masonic Temple, Detroit, where he 
kept up his large contacts with 
friends in show business. Survived 
by brother, Oliver. 





He had been ailing of recent years. 


ISRAEL GORE 


Israel Gore, 54, pioneer indie chain | 


exhibitor, died Sept. 12 in the vet- 
erans’ hospital at Sawtelle, Cal., 
after an illness of several months 


following a major operation. 

For years he was associated with 
his brothers, Abe and Mike, in indie 
theatre operation and other amuse- 


ments. More recently he ran the | 
Golden Gate theatre, Los Angeles, 
in partnership with Fox-West Coast. 
ELIOTT TOBIAS 
Eliott Tobias, 20, songwriter, died | ‘ 
Sept. 16 in Santa Monica, Cal., after 
several months illness. Before he 


was confined to the hospital he had 


| were 


Widow survives. 





WALTHER LIEBLER 

Walther Liebler, 43, for years with 
the Lord & Thomas advertising 
agency in New York, as contact with 
RKO, one of its accounts, died Sept. 
21 of a kidney ailment from which 
he had been suffering for some time. 
About a month ago his eyesight be- 
came seriously impaired. 

Leaves widow. 





JAMES LOWNDES 

James Lowndes, 65, died Aug. 
18 in Cape Town, South Africa. 
Lowndes was musical director at the 
Tivoli Music Hall, Cape Town, for 
about 25 years, until it closed and 
was demolished in 1931. 

Widow, daughter and two sons 
survive. 


TONY ZIMMERS 
Tony Zimmers, widely known 
musician, was killed in action with 
the Marines in the Solomon Islands 
recently. 
Further details in Orchestra sec- 
tion 





GEORGE W. ROBERTS 
George W. Roberts, 62, former Al- 
bany theatre proprietor, died Sept. 
10 in New York. 
A sister survives. 


John B. McMahon, 54, Toledo at- 
torney and former part-owner of the 
Temple theatre there, died Sept. 7, 
leaving widow, parents, and a 
brother. 





Mrs. Sarah Jessie Swasey Barnet, 
86, widow of playwright Robert 
Ayers Barnet, died Sept. 16 in Bay- 
side, N. Y. 





Herbert Conrad, 19, trombonist 
with Al Day’s orchestra, died Sept. 
8 in Akron. O., after a brief illness. 


‘Abie’ and ‘Rose’ 
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signed a contract for a new ‘Abie’ 
picture, she received several offers 
after the radio version clicked last 
spring, and she intends accepting one. 
She may produce the film herself for 
a major studio release, but if not, 
will almost certainly insist on retain- 
ing an active say on script, casting, 
etc. Paramount made a film of ‘Abie’ 
some years ago, but under the con- 
tract the rights then reverted to 
Miss Nichols. 

Possibility of a revival of ‘Abie’ as 
a stage play is still alive. 


It was re-| 





vived in New York in 1937 and failed, | 


but Miss Nichols figures it might go 























— 
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| Clip Joints 

}——. Continued from page 1 = 
padded checks. The hooferies are 


not the better-known spots. 


MARRIAGES 


Ginger Dinning to Harry Lutke, 
Sept. 19, in Chicago. Bride is mem- 
ber of the Dinning Sisters, harmony 
trio; groom is with Advertising Re- 
search Youndation of Chicago. 

Michele Morgan to Bill Marshall, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 15. Both are 
screen players. 

Doris Fair to Charles B. Koren, in 
Beverly Hills, Cal., Sept. 11. Groom 
is on the Charles R. Rogers publicity 
staff. 

Annette Robin to Harold Gold- 
stein, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 9. Groom's 
head of WCAE continuity depart- 
ment; bride is a sister of Jack Robin, 
private secretary to Mayor Scully of 


Pittsburgh, and a cousin of Leo 
Robin, songwriter. 
Margaret Dunnett to John Car- 


sella, Sept. 19, in Lake County, II. 
Groom is NBC staff musician. 


Alice Neilson to Howard Christie, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., Sept. 13. Bride 
is a screen actress, groom an as- 
sistant director. 

Margaret Jacobson to David Emer- 
ton Williams, Sept. 10, in Salt Lake 
City. Bride is in KSL traffic de- 
partment, he’s non-pro. 

Bonnie Luthy to Lieut, Albert C. 
Nagle, in San “Antonio, Sept. 10. 
Bride is legit radio actress. 

Ida Josephine Balaban to Jean 
Aberbach, Sept. 19, in New York. 
Bride is daughter of A. J. Balaban. 

Mertice Ashby to Dave Rubinoff, 
Sept. 21, in Bangor, Me. He’s vio- 
linist and orchestra leader now ona 
concert tour of New England, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sager, 
daughter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. 
Mother's a former KDKA, Pitts- 


burgh, hostess. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Wymer, son, 
in Pittsburgh, Sept. 15. Mother's 
the former Jeanie Bushey, who 
used to dance with her sister, Doro- 
thy Bushey, in Pitt film house lines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Levin, son, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 16. Father is 
assistant producer at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al _ Parmenter, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Sept. 16. 
Father is on Warners publicity staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Sweetland, son, 
Sept. 14 in Los Angeles. Father is 
NBC singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Baker, daugh- 
ter, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 17. Father 
is with Max Adkins’ Stanley theatre 
orch, 

Mr. and Mrs. William Thompson, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Sept. 17. 
Feather is theatre manager in Santa 
Monica, Cal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eston Pace, daugh- 
ter, in San Antonio, Sept. 12. Father 
is announcer on KTSA, San Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
daughter, in Milwaukee, 
Father is announcer for 
W55M, Milwaukee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Rapieff, 
daughter, Sept. 16, in Bridgeport. 
Father is announcer at WICC, 


Thomas, 
Sept. 8. 
WTMJ- 


| Bridgeport. 


{ 
One specific instance was brought | 


to the attention of Lester Stone, the 
Mayor’s secretary. It concerned a 
Times Square dancehall, 
sidewalk barker lures foreign serv- 
icemen in by claiming everything is 
free for them. Three British seamen 
recently took the invite, danced with 


whose | 


the girls a couple of times and then | 


few. Some beer 
ordered and the boys thought they 


sat out a 


getting a real 
in hospitality until they got up to 


when they 


taste of Ameri- 


leave about an hour later, 


were presented with an $8 bill—$6 
for sitting-out time and $2 for the 
beer. The type of characters hover- 


ing around the table made it obvious 


| to the sailors that they would have 
'to pay—and pay they did. 

The sidestreet bars and_ joints, 
some of them making the clipping 





collaborated on a number of tune 
with his father, Harry Tobias, 
veteran composer and Jyricist 
His uncles, Charlie and Henry | 
Tobias, are also songsmiths. 
BOB YOSCO 
Bob Yosco, 70, vaudevillian for- 


merly of Lyons and Yosco, died in 
Brooklyn Sept. 19. He had been in- 
active for the past 10 years after 
some 35 years in vaude. Among 
songs he wrote were ‘Wish I Was in 
Dixie,’ ‘Rose of Italy,’ ‘Macaroni Joe’ 
and ‘Marguerite.’ 

Widow and five children survive. 


FELIPE LLERA 


Felipe Llera, 65, dean of Mexican | 


folk-music composers and stage and 
radio songwriter, died recently in 
Mexico City. 


JOHN A. KILMARTIN 
John A. Kilmartin, 57, in show 
business 40 years and was one of 
Minneapolis’ oldest stage employees 
in point of service, died in Minnea- 





| 
| 


| against 





more glamorous via hostesses, pos- 
sibly helped inspire Mayor LaGuar- 
dia’s speech on Monday (22) before 
the 49th annual convention at the 
Pennsylvania hotel of the Interna- 
tional Assn. of Chiefs of Police. 
aGuardia sounded a warning 
excessive drinking during 
wartime, saying that ‘decent people 
of the country’ would not tolerate 
‘debauchery and reckless drinking’ 
in the cities. Especially, he pointed 
out, if they became convinced that 
such practices were impairing the 
health of the men in the armed serv- 
ices, those on the home front and 
tended to increase crime at the same 
time. 

He stated that he had ordered the 
N. Y. City police to crack down on 
such joints habitually patronized by 
gamblers, prostitutes and criminals. 


Was | 


Mr. and Mrs. Bert Prager, son, 
Sept. 19, in New York. Father is 
talent buyer of the Benton & Bowles 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Hale, son, 
Sept. 14, in N. Y. Father is the 
stager; mother formerly chorus cap- 
tain in Hale’s troupe at Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera. 

Mr. Mrs. Seaman, 


and Gordon 


| daughter, New York, Sept, 21. Father 
| is organist at WBNX, N. Y. 








Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Notkins 
(Ruth Wilk), son, Sept. 20, in N. Y. 
She’s daughter of Jake Wilk, eastern 
story head for Warner Bros.; he’s 
asst. U. S. d.a. in N. Y. 














i Film Education 
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s» than if real bullets were used. 
Trainees now take a major por- 
tion of the practice course via films 
with sound-tracks which include 
scund effects and comment by an 
off-screen instructor as well as an 
instructor in person, Sound tracks 
are available in many languages. 
Widespread use of films for actual 
training purposes, the use of huge 
quantities of areo stock for recon- 
naissance purposes, added to other 
films being made for various Gov- 
ernment services such as the Office 
of Civilian Defense, the Office of 
War Information, etc., accounts in 
part for the huge quantities of raw 
stock which must be shunted from 
normal entertainment and commer- 


cial channels to the Army and 
Navy. 


Columbus & Carroll 
Betty Jane Smith 


Pegzy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Yvonettes 
Johnny Cahill 
Kay Hamlton 
Kaye & Grey 
Tony Bennett Orc 
Lexington Casino 
Casinettes (5) 
Harry Weinberg 
Walter Walters 
Eddy ‘Kinley 
Walter Behr 
Betty-Ann Jordan 
Lenore Jaxon 
Lanny Vale 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Ginger Layne 
Grace Edwards 
Johnny & George 
Eddie Schaffer 
Victor Hugo's Oro 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Gloria Mann 
Boyd & Smith 
Don Renaldo 4 
Minstrel Tavern 
Yvonne Kerr 
Mary Morris 
Margie March 
Anita Thoma 
Michael Wayne 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Moravian Bar 


Helen Lush 
Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Cookie Williams 
Neil Dieghan’s 
Joe Rankin 
Ed Richards 
Girard & Carolina 
Serenaders 
Catherine Wolf Gis 
Frank Murtha 
Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 


Rose Jorinelli 
Jack Hutchinson 
Billy Hays Ore 
Georgiana Lee 
Dottie Bruce 
Open Door Cafe 
Day, Dusk, Dawn 
Eddie Swartz 
Eloise Mack 
Conway & Parks 
Delmars 2 
Zola Gray 
Shalita-Craig Ore 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Brown Twins 
Don Crist (3) 
Bye Sis 
Iris Wayne 
Frankie Schluth 





Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 
Club Petite 
Tack Peck Ore 
Peka Sis 
Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox | 
Eddie Peyton's 
Geo Overholt Ore 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Francis Renault 
51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
| Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Mary Steele 
Carla Moore 
Louise Donn 
Sherry Lane 





Bills Next Week 
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Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Org 
Roman Grille 

Grace Wynne 
Thunderbolts 
Frank Tonti 
Kay Carlton 
Marty Devine Orch 
River Drive Te 
} r 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 
Paul Rich 
Rose LaJoy 
Buddy Bryant 
Margie Smith 
Kings of Rhythm 
Mike Ray Ore 
Sciolla’s 
Frankie Richard 
Bob Karl ses 
Gertie Taylor Ore 
Betty Keenan 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Shannon & Mein 
Silver Lake 
La Marita 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Montez & Adele 
Mickey Fomilant Oo 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Flying Berrys 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 
Berle Williams 
Dot Lull 
Garden Swingsters 
Skeeter 
69th St. Rathskelleg 
yale Arden 
Julia Wayne 
Peggy Martin 
Harry Adar 
Babe Latour 
Valdez & Peggy 
Swan Club 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Pussy DeCarmo 
Duke McHale 
Ray Sis 
Armand Camp 
Flack Lane 
Marty Bohn 
Lee Bohn 
Cookie Mann 
Trans Atlantic L'ge 
Penny Serenaders 
Sally LaMar 
Johnny Parrish 
20th Century Club 
Harry McKay 
Mike Pedecin 
Sally La Marr 
Venice Grill 


Antone Bove 
Louigg Allen 
Wingge Wingo 
Eddy Delan 

John Sunceo 

Don Nicholas Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 


Ore 








a ; , Camde 
Ford Bowie & Daily Ray O’Das ” 
Jeanettes Jerry Gale 
Joe & Lou Rex Owen 
Powelton Cafe Martin Florenz 
Joe Jovenelly Victor, Macy Nova 
Lee Rogers — Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Chas Raye Raths’r Eldoradians 
Marty Wayne Yacht Club 
Nan Orowike Ann Taley 
Janice Reise 
Rendezvous Gloria Dale 
Anne Lewis Ted Lewis, Jr 
Lee Norris Harry Holly 
5 Belles & Beau Victor Nelson Ore 
Alpine Lodge Bob Sherman 
K Duffy Rev New Hillcrest 
Mickey Ross Ore Joey Sims Ore 
ooo! Nixon Cafe 
Maxine Turner 
Muriel Page Al Marsico Ore 
Gayle Robbins oe see 
oleman tlark 
Arlington Lodge Bob Anderson 
Pall Allwes Orc Wally Sherwin 
Jenny Lee Honey Murray 
Balconades Nut House 
Bob Lazar Ore Piccolo Pete Ore 
Dale Spohrer Hal & Dolly 
’ Tinv Miller 
Bill Green's Radi Miller 
Del Courtney Ore fed Blake 
M: Jane odc 
inact fle a Nite Court 
Dick Dildine Ray Dunn 
Sherman Hayes Pat McGowan 
Jack Milton Chuck Murray 
. Jerr Tagress 
Blue Ridge Inn | Tommy Mandres 
Lou Lucky Ore | 
Cornell Cooper Orchard Inn 
Boogie-Woogie Club| Benny Burton Ore 


Cozy Harris 
Gladys Mason 


Dancing Buddy 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 

Hoeiei Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Frank Andrini 
Argentinians 

Hotel Roosevelt 
The Kaaihues 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 


Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 


Merry-Go-Round 





't 





Ken Harris Orc 


Oasis 
Al Snyder Ore 
Johnny Wiles 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Jacques La Belle 
Redd’s 
Rudy 
Ma 


Cafe 
Paul Ore 
xine & Odette 
»bby Norman 
Eddie Palmer 


Squirrel Coop 


Dothory Mason Bd 
Margo Price 
Ethe] Ma 
Z Mohameds 
Snow Edi is 
Trelon 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Eddie Meyers 
Ted Delmonico 
Betty Day 


Yacht Club 
H Middleman 
Eddie Metcalfe 
Jerry Copper 
3 Wiles 
Leonora 
Dunedins 
Sky-Vue 
George Wells Ore 
Evelyn Nellis 
Union Grill 
Walters 


Ore 


Sola 


Sammy 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Jack McCarthy 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Fayne & Foster 
Lillyon Wargo 
Victory Lounge 
Victory 3 


Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Fashionettes 
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| Show Biz Bond Drive 
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naximum sales, are being consid- day Jeanette MacDonald came to 


ered. One proposal from A. Teitel, |town for her War Relief concert at 
manager of the World Playhouse, | Syria Mosque the following night and 
Chicago, is that all theatres in the | James Cagney was here overnight on 


his bond-selling tour, which didn't 
include Pittsburgh, but they both 
graciously stepped aside and let Miss 
| Dunne do the honors following what 
‘bond- was probably biggest press buildup 
im- | fo- a personality and a cause in the 
tewn’'s history. 


U. S. set aside one day this month 
when entire house receipts will be 
converted into war bonds for the 
theatres. 

Another plan is to stage 
selling raids’ with name stars in 
portant communities. 





Less Than 50% Inc. RKO Staffers’ Hypo 
Chicago, Sept. 22. Group of the RKO employees has 
Bond sales throughout the state; approached the management for 
would have to be stepped up consid- | permission to act as a committee 
erably in the last two weeks of Sep- |to improve the company’s standing 
tember if the film-industry quota is | in the record of War Bond purchases 
to be achieved, it was revealed at a| Employees figured that if representa- 


luncheon of the drive’s Illinois exe- | tives in each department solicit fel- 


Chi 





cutive committee at the Blackstone low workers the staff response would | 


hotel last week. be better than from the barrage of 
{Bond committees throughout the | publicity and high-pressure sales 
country are also emphasizing the | j letters which have been flooding the 
need for gteater sales step-up if | mails. 
their quotas are to be reached}. Move has already resulted in in- 
The quota for Dlinois is $11,000,000, ' creased number signing up on pay- 
of which about $4,500,000 has already roll deduction plan or increasing 
been collected. All returns have not} amount of weekly deductions. 
vet been recorded, particularly those 
from the ‘Wake Island,’ showings. 
Latter should up the figure substanti- 
ally. 


Bonds’ Curb Service 

| Omaha, Sept. 22. 

Speakers at the meeting-luncheon! Omaha theatre (Tristates) so deep 
were John Balaban, Mlinois chair-| i” bond drive that big illuminated 
man for the Drive; Henry Schoen-| Sis out front announces, ‘Honk horn 
stadt. Chicago chairman; and Jack | for bonds and stamps. We give curb 
Kirsch, representing the Allied Thea- | service.’ It’s working too. 
tres of Chicago. 


Male Stripper Pays Off, Too 


Detroit, Sept. 22. 
impromptu strip-tease 


‘Mrs. Hadley’ Garners $1,101,500 


Washington, Sept. 22. A maestro’s 





Washington's first $1,000,000 pre- | tucked an additional $1,425 in bond 
miere became a reality today with | sales on the local theatre men’s Sep- 
bond sales for Victory, the world | tember drive. September Morn act | 
preem of ‘The War Against Mrs. | Was born when Jack Hurford, man- 
Hadley’ (M-G), topping the million | ager of the downtown Fox, dropped 
mark in less than a week of sales |in at the London Chop House, and 
effort. The bond sale Monday (21) | orchestra leader,Sam Dibert wanted 
totaled $1,101,500, with virtually all |to know how “tH€ local drive was 
of the 3.400 seats at the Capitol, ane Oh. , : 
where the preem is to be held to- Fair, said Hurford. . 
morrow (Wednesday ) night, sold ‘Let’s do something, Dibert said. 
out. What was done was that Dibert 


It is emphasized that this opening 
has not only tapped a new source 
of revenue for bond sales but has 
given the capital almost one-fourth 
of its September quota. 


and Hurford acted as auctioneer. 
Biggest bond sale was for the pants, 
which went for $590. Dibert went 
all the way to his socks and shorts. 


went into his strip act on the podium” 


RINGLING CIRCUS B. 0. 


Chicago, 
Bottom fell out of the 
Barnu: n & Ba iley = 
week in Chicago, 
its fingers crossed, 
able to recoup in this, 
Business started bad and 
that way, with only the 
showing of energy. 
ness was off from 
year. 


: 99 
Sept. 22. 


SE 


ircus in its first 
hoping it 
its final, week 
stayed 
weekend 
Busi- 

last 


any sign 
fully 25% 


Cireus execs blamed bad biz on 
fact they followed the Army War 
!Show on the Lake Front. War Show 
played Soldiers’ Field to over $800,- 
000 in its 10-day stand. with complete 
sellouts night after night in a bowl 
seating 120,000 pongte. 


U.S. Gov’t Buys Coast 


San 
Neptune Beach, 


Francisco, Sept. 22. 
fun center in Ala- 
| meda, was purchased by the War 
Shipping Administration for $97,000, 
to become the site of a $1.000.000 
United States Maritime Commission 
truining school. 
| The playland 
| since 1870. 





has been 





Ringling- 


and the circus has 
will be 


Playground for $97,000. 








What Pix Mean 
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} 
| be helped and all I pray is that 
they are OK. 

You know outside of the time I 
'was under contract at the studios in 
| Hollywood with my music, and Bill 
was in ‘Lady Be Good,’ we have 
| been together 27 years and that’s a 
llong partnership. Well, no use wor- 
|rying . we'll be back together 
Rar with the old piano and banjo 
and still know how to steal a bow 
or two because when all else fails I 
can bring on the son now, and he is 
'a honey. Estelle left the stage 12 





lyears ago and we are happier now 
|after 31 years rehearsal than ever 
before. That’s a run well to be 


| proud of. 

Was so pleased to learn I had been 
elected a member of ASCAP after 
jall these years trying have 
|written some new tunes which I am 





Edward Arnold, who arrived over | sending in soon. Hope they click the 
the weekend, sold bonds to Admiral | . . way ‘Kisses and Dream House’ did 
Herbert Pott, of the British Navy, | Gratis B. (). Admish, Buff. | and I will be all set after this show 
end British Field Marshal Sir John | is over. 

D I, among others, at the British | Asks Pix Rentals Waiver. Have been away from home nine 
wh bassy lawn fete last Saturday | lyears now and it’s time for the 
afternoon (19). At a luncheon ce | sheriff to die so I can come back. 
Monday (21), Arnold was made an |} Buffalo, Sept. 22. Have just finished a military revue 
a orary member of the D. C. po- Impression that distributors were | that I am mighty proud of and only 
HIce force by Commissioner J. Rus- | to waive film rentals today (Tues.) | wich I could produce it at home. 
sell Young Fay Bainter, co-star | in connection with free theatre ad- | we} 7] hope the boys over here like 
with Arnold in ‘Mrs.Hadley,’ arrives | missions via purchase of War Bonds, | jt, that's all that counts and my job 
f om the Coast today (Tuesday). | has independent operators here con- | is to keep them happy and so far 
rhe two players were to be guests } tending they will fight any attempt | pave been doing great. I love the 
at a luncheon today of the Women’s | on part of distribs to collect rentals | work and I get around a lot. 
Vational Press Club, and appear at | via legal action. Witenes for Mavale 
the preem Wednesday night | Local indies launched move ‘for 
free rentals from distribs of all pic- | I am also the Overseas Mot on 
Dump Adolf, Benito, Hirohito 'tures being shown today in connec- Picture Officer and what a Godsend 
Fort Worth, Sept. 22. ‘tion with the War Bond drive. Group ; those 16 mm. features are to tne 

Buyers of war bonds and stamps | of 39 indies are allowing free admis- boy S you can tell the Motion 
paid $10,000 to get Hitler, Mussolini | sions with purchases of $1 or more | Picture Industry as a whole that 
and Hirohito dumped into the Trinity | in war savings stamps or bonds, de- | Heaven will re ward them for mak- 
River here. It’s too bad that the spite refusal of distribs to waive ing the plans whereby motion pic- 
trio was stuffed dummies instead of re ntals tures can be presented to our boys 
the real things. Distribs waived rentals in connec- |S0 far from home they love 

In order to boost war stamp and/ tion with some 300 preems staged | ©VeTy foot of film and jam the places 
bond sales, local theatremen took thtoughout the country but no |W here they are shown. And what 
a ricksha from the public library,! undertaking on gratis rentals for |s00d they do from a morale stand- 
placed the mummies in the seat, meas- | today was made, as far as can be | BS int! 

red off 10,000 feet from the river | ascertained. | We have a marvelous organization 
to the business district and announced ——————_-— and it is functioning 100% 

“oa the two-wheeled vehicle would Col. A. L. P. Johnson is Chief Spe- 
€ movec Forwar © > “ > ’ 4 aw ~ he ‘or .~@ 

one feet Ba pircases far ee Pi Despite Taxes and Bond Reno C. M. Spilman, executive 

bonds or stamps. — Drive, Mpls. Biz Good | opiccy 

” srl : ha moved lively until it Minneapolis, Sept. 22. | Lt. Norman Dunca crack ath- 

iyrtia ie river. There District An anticipated boxoffice slump |lete from California), is Athletic Di- 

aig A Marvin Brown, Jr., auc- | around Sept. 15, income tax period, | rect 

aye . pignt to best the like- did not materialize here, and the in- Lt. Frank Kre y able ¢ tant 

S 4 1e three rulers into the , $74 ‘ vas pleasalr itly sur- (fror Warner Bro Studios Bur- 

ver. Bids were lively. prised. Bus iness at loop and neigh- | ban] if.). 


nouses continued as brisk 


as usual. 
. { +} > 
Effects of the 


levies have 


borhood 
Dunne ‘Done’ It 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 22 
on Dunne’s one-day visit to 
wane last Wednesday (16) re- industry leaders here, but at no time 
12 actual sale of more than | have they been in evidence. More- 
$3,000,000 in War Bonds to virtually | over, the high pressuring of the 
assure Allegheny County of going | public to buy war bonds and stamps, 
ever the top in its September quota. |thus syphoning off income that 
Even million was raised at a | otherwise might be spent on luxuries 
renee in Miss Dunne’s honor, for and entertainment, 


boosted income tax 


Irene 


which price of admission was the | adverse influence, either, it’s de- 
purchas e of a $5,000 bond, and the |clared. In fact, paradoxical as it 
‘emainder came from the all-star | may appear, a survey undertaken by 
*1cw, headed by Miss Dunne. at ;}some local exhibitors indicates that 


Gardens, the bond and stamp purchasers are 


the best theatre patrons. 
Canton Loew’s Mgr. In Army 
Canton, Sept. 22. 


local sports arena, at night 
C en: also featuring Jackie Cooper and 
‘rude Niesen. Tickets to this 
were giyen to buyers of $25-$1,000 
War Bonds. 
Miss Dunne’s 





flying 10-day tour in Les Miller, 


connection with picture industry's Loew's here, will shortly enter the 
’eptember drive ended here, and Army. Jim Bisett, former student 
© left immediately after her Gar- | assistant at Loew's State, Cleveland. 


ene 


*S appearance for the Coast. Same will succeed him 


been greatly feared by | 


asn’t been an | 


assistant manager Of | 


N.G. IN FIRST CHI WEEK: 





| 


operated 


| 





sRIDCAS' 


By Nat Kahn 


COLLEGE GAMES 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 


GAMES WINNERS ODDS 

Temple-Georgetown Temple . 12-5 
Temple has too much power, while Georgetown seems on the dow ngrad e 

ROD Ss ows Fad vedic Hee Xe TCU ike 2-1 


TCU is one of the southwest's best. sie 


SATURDAY, SEPT. 26 


Cornell-Lafayette RE 34 eS ee 3-1 


The Big Red will be challenging Penn for the Iv y League title. 



































Holy Cross-Dartmouth......... ‘| a eee oes 3-1 
A Crusader breather on a tough schedule. 
Navy-Wm. & Mary....... Be BE) hak 2a rv aes Me eal ee 5-8 
Navy has been weakened, w hile W. & M. is on the way up. 
Purdue-Fordham Fordham sentveowesesces Se-8 
The Rams’ backfield is one of the nation’s best. 
Wisconsin-Notre Dame.. a | eee 3-1 
“he Irish have a guy by the name of Evans. °‘S all, brother, 
lowa-Nebraska ...... «0: COD: dev as ed dee ccee 2-1 
Nebraska should be challenging M:ssouri for the Big Siz title. 
Minnesota-Pittsburgh -OEMOONEE. sinks cc eesnsasres eee 3-1 
Is there any question? 
Kansas-Marquette ....... i +) PAINE. Sa wee se 6-06 da ie eas 9-5 
Marquette packs too many reserves 
Oklahoma A. & M.-Oklahoma....Okla. ....................... ‘ 2-1 
This may be an upset, but we aT stay with the fav orite. 
Georgia Tech.-Auburn............ WNL 45 occ we cae wet meer > 5-6 
This is as good a place as any for a reversal of form. 
LSU-Texas A. & M........... ; WO Be Bs 66 vss oecabe - 2-5 
The Texans are right up there with Minnesota. 
North Carolina-Wake Forest...... Pee DOOM idcc db icine wa'e 6-§ 
The Tarheels are particularly weak this seuson. 
South Carolina-Tennessee......... eer eae cove «6 SB 
Bobby Cifers of Tennessee should keep the Vols near the top. 
Texas-Kansas State.............. RE. See ae kaa ks ‘aaee 
Texas still retains considerable of last year’s power. 
Idah3-Oregon State............... oe | ee ‘ 3-1 
State one of the teams to watch on the Pacific Coast. 
Rig ku oh Rade ces eet oo USC .. Terre Pere tere ° 2-1 
They're tabbing USC for the Rose Bowl. 
Stanford-Washington State....... Stanford Se reg Even 
Stanford looks much improved over last year. 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 27 
California-St. Mary’s... Cal. PEERS Pere tee 8-5 
The Bears may be green, but they've got enough for this one. 
’ 
NAT’L PRO LEAGUE 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 27 
Packers-Bears ............... Bears iubie ice 4s aetna ae ne 
A hair-raiser, with the Bears in a close one, 
Steelers-Cardinals .......... CN cease t¥cccdceccnes a 8-5 
The Cards should edge it out. 
Lions-Rams ery krat eas . Rams peehacews baxka teas ‘ 8-5 
The Clevelanders may go place es 
Giants-Redskins ............. ee ee ‘ 8-5 
The Redskins are rated near the top in the East. 
Dodgers-Eagles ......... a, a goes Pee ee 12-5 
Watch those Dodgers this year! 
LI I LL LCC: comemlues from page 4 —— —— 
a veteran of several years of radio work with WJSV in Washington. Now 
he’s one of the pondents.’ 


Devil Dogs’ ‘fighting corre 


After a three-year hitch in the Marines, Hurlburt hooked up with the 
local CBS outlet as a news broadcaster and later took command of the 
web’s press relations staff. He joined up again this spring and within a 
'few days was out of the country and off for Australia. First news his 
wife had of his whereabouts was via his dispatch from Guadalcanal. 

On a recent ‘This Nation at War’ broadcast on the Blue network for the 


,; tenant Commander 


National Assn interviewed Lieu- 


Cross for his 


of Manufacturers, 
Lewis Parks 


cripter George Corey 
recent winner of a 


AI- ' 
svaVvy 


|exploits as submarine skipper in the suuthwest Pacific. 

After the program the officer was curious about Corey's work and the 
latter explained how he travels around the country doing broadcasts from 
war plants. Parks was visibly impressed, remarking, ‘Man, you sure have 
a thrilling job.’ 

General Foods has bec: ( I ( to the A. C. Niels Co.'s audi 
meter, a home set checki ervice The mete which attached to 
radio receiver reports on the family’s listening habits and favorite pro- 


Then we have Special Service of- | 


lifferent areas and 





£rams. 


Nielsen has been experimenting with the device for years. It has about 


200 mete: talled at present, figures on having 600 in operation shortly 
and 1,000 meters distributed by the end of 1942. Nielsen’s main busing 
is to report the relative movement of national brands from druggists’ and 
grocers’ shelve 

Joe Laurie, Jr.. Harry Hershfield and Senator Ford are working out a 


' liaison th the American Red Cross 
anc Australian Comforts Fund. Mo- | 
bile Motion Picture Units—recrea- | 
tion centers — libraries — athletic 
| events—inter-competition — movies; 
lin fact everything we can to make 
ithngs right for the swellest gang 
‘that ever left home to do a job. 


It is all interesting and as long as 


we obtain the right resuits we 
proud of the work we are doing 

You can tell the music publishers 
they can send me = the professional 
copies and orcheés tions they can— 
I have lots of crack pss estras among 
the boys and we need all the help 
we can get. 


Lunn F Cowan, 
Major Specialist, 
0-888017 


| A. P. O. 501 
c/o Posimasier, 
| S: Fi Qo, Ce 


are | 


911i } laatr 
calling the elect! 
} 


‘Can You Top This?’ jokebook to serve both as a future prize giveaway 
and to be sold for 25c. in line with their new program, when it shifts 
to Colgate-Palmolive-Peet sponsorship Incidentally, Laurie is busting 
out as an author with his ‘Thumbnose Sketches.’ first published in the 
Lambs club’s own magazine, and which will be published in book form, 
proceeds for benefit of the club’s fund. 





Bill Berns, 
WNEW, is 


who runs a Broadway and Hollywood gossip program on 
syndicating a weekly column titled ‘The Broadway Beam’ to 
1,600 servicemen overseas each week. He offers to send the mimeo- 
graphed gossip sheet to anyone overseas providing the listener sends in 
an addressed and stamped envelope. Started as a gag, caught on, a 
goes all over the globe with thank you letters coming in from th 
icemen. 


now 
serv 


Ted Steele Novachord 


nice Sunday midday style with his 
‘Nellie.’ and employing it as an audible vis-a-vi 
effects. It’s an effective means of punctuating 


has a 
g ic organ 
via the medium ef sound 
; 


organolog 


songs, 


< ee ——agyn ge ees 


ee 


hp wis coae 





teen gene 
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ee te 
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56 VARIETY Wednesday, *+ptember 23, 1942 
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Dear Mr. Exhibitor: 


The War Production-Board has ruled that it will temporarily permit the 
use of some raw stock for the manufacture of Special Service trailers, 


Whether or not this ru 
you and ourselves. 


ing..will continue rests in great measure upon 









It is our joint task 
an extent that tt 















oS: 


We can no lofiger om ef a) 2QI for Special Service 
trailers will be 


We shall endeavor f Pail ti 
of the War Production Boar 


Seon ve? 
and 


effort will be 
eollection of 









Accordingly, Special Serv € 






38 : 


nae 


ey 


trailers for any of the other ¢ 
in the past. 


All of us must make every possib 
servation program. 


bine 
will, We are hopeful that it Will not now be forfeited by our inability, 
for reasons of national policy, to furnish you with the full service 
which has heretofore prevailed. :  . 
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Sincerely, 





CORPORATION 


Herman Robbins, President 
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